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\\S First Srsston. 


one h | Governor-General, 

His Hercetebay the Right’ Honorable Sir Ronatp Craururp Munro Ferrevson, a Member ot 
His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis- 
tinguished Order) of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in and 
‘over the Com nonwealth of Aen 





Austratian Mational Government, 


(From 10th January, 1918.) + r 
Prime Minister and Attorney-General .. The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.C., K.C. x bee . 
Minister for the Nayy .. .. The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G. C.M.G. iG . 
Treasurer ae ae e: .. The Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P. (om G.C.M.G. me 
Sueceeded by Seki] 
The Right Honorable William Alexander “Watt, P.C, (27th sri 1913)> : my) 
Minister for Defence .. <2 .. The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation .. The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Minister for Works and Railw ays. .. The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. . 
Succeeded by $ te rat 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, mane Q 
Minister for Home and Territories .. The Honorable Patrick MeMahon Glynn, K.C. fff . ae 
5 Succeeded by Bi 
The Honorable Alexander Poynton (4th February, 1920). - 
Minister for Trade and Customs 1 .. The Honorable Jens August Jensen. wee 
~ Succeeded by ; 
The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C, (13th December, 
1918). 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 1919). Z 
Postmaster-General e Ro .. The Honorable William Webster. fff : 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable George Henry Wise (4th February, 1920). 
Vice-President of the Executive Council .. The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. > 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). 4 
Honorary Minister SH he .. The Honorable Edward John Russell. 
Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 1918. 
Honorary Minister f The Honorable Alexander Poynton. 
Appointed Minister for Home and Territories, 4th February, 1920, ei 
Honorary Minister Ly aN .. The Honorable George Henry Wise. ~ 
Appointed Postmaster-General, 4th February, 1920. 
Honorary Minister <* seta .. The Honorable Walter Massy Greene. 
Appointed Minister for Trade and Customs, 17th January, 1919.* 
Honorary Minister as ae .» The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard** 
Honorary- Minister Sih ue .. The Honorable Sir Granville de Laune Ryrie, K.C.M.G., C.B., V.D. tf 
Honorary Minister fe The Honorable William Henry Laird Smith.t7 Ines 
* Appointed aay March, 1918. ae Henaston from office, 13th December, 1918.—_** Resigned office, 31st?January, ” Py 
f1919 —tt Appointed 4th February, 1920, ——tit Resigned ord February, 1920. i 
; 
Senators, 
Presideni—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens, ; : a 
Chairman of Committees—Senator John Wallace Shannon. > Leta al 
1Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) o e 
Barker, Stephen (V.) Maughan, William John Ryott (Q.) ee ae 
Barnes, John (V.) 1McDougall, Allan (N.S.W.) - ‘ oe. 
Bolton, William Kinsey (V.) Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S. WwW.) . 
1Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) > ; +Mulcahy, Hon. Edward (T.) >| 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) _ Needham, Edward (W.A.) ee 
De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) ‘ Newland, John (S8.A.) . ° ee 
Earle, Hon. John (T.) O’Keefe, Hon. David John (T.) - Lows 
Fairbairn, George (V.) O’Loghlin, Hon. James Vincent, cag 
Ferricks, Myles Aloysius (Q.) V.D. (8.A.) RO 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.) ee 
Gardiner, Hon. Albert (N.S. W.) Plain, William (V.) ae 
Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) : Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S.W.) 7a 
Grant, John (N.S.W.) Reid, Matthew (Q.) ° hice: 
Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A.) Rowell, James, C.B. (S8.A.) —S 
Guy, James (T.) i -| | Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.)} ) 
Henderson, George (W.A.) Senior, William (S.A.) mete 
Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) Phe Shannon, John Wallace (S.A.) ~~ 
*Long, Hon. James Joseph (T.) Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.)- . Pek 






s Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 26th February, 1920. —* Resignation reported, 20th December, 1918- ayy 


t Appointed by State Parliament, 15th January, 1919—-Sworn 26th June, 1919, and elected to fill vacancy, 13th 
rtrd 1919. 

















































| ee he i General Botha. 


| at ona possible should be 
assist women it such a 


aN I Baa honorable Peon bor 
patient way in which they have 
to me. I am willing to concede 
) one in this House the very mee 


Sic: GENERAL BOTHA. 
SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 


ers the following correspondence :— 


half of my family and myself, I desire 
ik you most sincerely for your.sympathy 
; in our sorrow. 

. Annie Borua. 
toria, 27th October, 1919. 


Union of South Africa, 
Prime Minister’s Office, 
Pretoria, 26th November, 1919. 


letter of the 18th September last, forward- 
a bound copy of the resolutions of sympathy 
ssed by the Senate and House of Representa- 
‘on the occasion of the death of General 
ha, and of the speeches which were delivered 
th Houses. These resolutions and speeches 
-show the high esteem in which the late 
al Botha was held, and I ask you to con- 
. the members of the Senate and the House 
resentatives my grateful thanks for their 
sions of sympathy on the death of my 
and colleague. 
‘copies of the documents for Mrs. Botha 
been. handed to her. 
- Believe me, 
Yours ‘faithfully, 

J. C. SMuTS, 

‘Prime Minister. 

Be cerable the President of the 
enate, and 
Honorable the Speaker of the. 
House of Representatives, 
i Parliament House, Melbourne. | 


sf * 


“ESTIMATES, 1919-20. 


% 


a e transmitting Estimates of Re- 
enue and Expenditure for the year end- 
g 30th June, 1920, and recommending 
propriation accordingly, reported. 

red to be printed and referred to 
tee of Supply, when appottted 





{27 Peonvary, 1920.1 


n).—I beg to lay before honorable 


with deep gratitude that I have received 





Adjournment (Formal). 57> 
House of Representatives. 
Friday, 27 February, 1920. 





, 


Mr. Speaker (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
took'the chair at 11 a.m., and read prayers. 


AUSTRALIAN PRIMARY PRODUC- 
TION, ‘ 
CoNcCESSIONS FROM IMPERIAL 

| | GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER eae the 
Prime Minister a statement to make to the. 
House as to the probability of securing 
more substantial and effective concessions 
from the Imperial Government, particu- 
larly in regard to our primary products, 
in return for the. generous preference 
given to Great Britain in the Australian 
Tariff? : 

Mr. HUGHES.—TI shall probably be in 
a position to make a statement on this 
subject at an early date. 


ADJOURNMENT (formal). 
Lirpcow Smartt Arms Factory. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—I have received from 
the honorable member for Macquarie (Mr. 
Nicholls) an intimation that he desires to 
move. the adjournment of the House to 
discuss a definite matter of urgent public’ 


importance, namely, “ the dismissal of men 
from the Small Arms Factory at Lith- 


gow.” The honorable member will not be 
able to move as he desires until the motion 


for the adoption of the Address- ec 
has been. dealt with. 


MEMBER SWORN. 


Mr. McDONALD took the oath and 
subscribed the roll as member for the 
electoral division of Kennedy. 


QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE. 
Mr. HUGHES.—May I ask honorable . 


members generally not to put to Ministers — 


without notice questions of whieh notice 
can ba given? When the subject of a ques- 
tion is of such urgency that obviously it 
would be detrimental to the welfare of any 
considerable body of citizens to delay the 
asking of it, it is proper to ask it without 
pina but, as honorable members know 


well, it is not usually under such cireum- 


stances that questions are asked without ‘ 


_ 
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58 Questions withort Notvce. 


notice. I-shall be glad if honorable mem- 


i “bers will be good enough to confine their 


paper. 


questions without notice to. matters of 


real urgency. I shall answer such ques- 
tions if I am able to do so. 

Mr. FENTON.—I have a question to 

ask which I consider important, because 
there are quite a number of troubled hearts 
in the community ‘among the soldiers and 
their relatives. I wish to know whether 
the moratorium provisions for the protec- 
tion of soldiers and their dependants who 
are reriting houses are still in operation. 
against rapacious landlords? | 

Mr. HUGHES.—That is a question of 
which I think the honorable member 
should give notice, especially as I am un- 
able to answer it right away. 

Mr. MAHON.—The. question which I 


wish to put to the Prime Minister is one 
which I think he can answer without: 
~ notice. 


In view of the fact that persons 
interned during the war were not informed 
of the charge against them, nor confronted 
with their accusers, I wish to know what 
steps it 1s proposed’ to take to satisfy this 
House and the people of Australia that 
injustice has not been done to many ac- 
cused persons. I desire, also, to obtain 
information as to the number of persons 
who were interned and the number still 
interned, but I shall put on’ the notice- 
paper my questions on those subjects. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—In view of the state-. 


ment of the Prime Minister, I suggest to 
the honorable member that perhaps the 
whole of the questions might reasonably — 
be put on the notice-paper. 

Mr. Manon.—The first of my questions - 
can well be answered immediately. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—If. the honorable 


member says that that question is urgent, 


a different complexion is put upon it. 
- Question not answered. . 


Upon other honorable members rising 
to ask questions without notice— 


Mr. SPEAKER.—In view of the state-- 


ment of the Prime Minister that it is not 
the intention of Ministers to answer ques- 
tions without notice, unless they are of an. 
‘urgent character, it would be wasting the 
time of the House to permit the asking, 
without notice, of questions which might 


reasonably be set down on the notice- 
Therefore, I ask honorable mem- 


bers to give notice of all such questions. 


4 


> ; 


/ REPRESENTATIVES. J. Canteen Pana by 


or not 


Pct be doing nornoehana ce 


time at their disposal for ee 
- answers,” 





























salves’ rahe they will -answer 


Mr. Wesr.—Hear, hears, a i 
for the Speaker to take is hin se] 
responsibility. - Na 

Mr. SPEAKER.- Upntent i" 
in order for an honorable 
interject while the Speaker is « 
Since the Prime Minister has inf 
the House that it was not the inte 
of Ministers to answer questions. 
notice, it must be obvious that 


conducive to the proper conduet 
business of the House.. 


FRIDAY QUESTIONS. 


Mr. yO tie —1 must 
i ind ae hnaniee paper for Bi 
mornings with questions on notice rel 
to the “Department for which Ni n 
sponsible, when Ministers have ver 


‘CANTEEN-FUNDS. 


Mr. STEWART (for Mr. 
asked the Minister. representing 
ister for Defence, upon notece—_ 

Will he lay on the table. a full state 
ing how the profits from army and ti 
canteens have been allocated and apporti 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.— 
plus profits of the army and 


moneys, and it is intended suc 
over and above all the oblig: 
the Repatriation Act and Regulat 
shall be devoted to the widows, o: 
widowed. mote and other immec di 


to the more seriously ihe 
‘soldiers. | 


-* 


GUARANTEED PRICE OF v 


Mr. STEWART (for Mr. 
asked the Prime Minister, wpo 


_ 1. Is it the intention of the Gove 
guarantee a minimum price fora w 
1920-21 season ? Hy 
































xu | Taxation of Farmers” 


go, will early intimation, giving es 
culars, be published ? oe 


vi ility of fixing a minimum price for wheat 
* a period of years so that production © and 
yj os settlement may be stimulated?” ° 


guarantee? 


ng! 


onorable member’s questions are as fol- 


nd 2. A guarantee of 6s. per “pushel at 
i sidings has alr an been announced for 
r Season. 1920- 21; 

Ni 


ihe: he will ies a statement as to the 
ogress of his negotiations with the represen- 
haa is the p dairying industry for its better 


hs. ‘GREEN E. — Conferences have 
| held in each Sees and delegates ap- 
ted to a Central Conference, which 
be held i in se ay apie early in March, 


ae Treasurer, upon Roles 


Whether he will favorably consider an 

endment of the Income Tax Assessment Act 
| year with a view to assessing the incomes 
farmers and graziers on the average of their 
comes for five years? 
Ts it a fact that in Great Britain Et a 
other than farming, grazing, and mining 
ased on a three years’ average, and the 
industries before mentioned on a_ five 
(ou oil 


ato and report on he whole incidence 
monwealth taxation. 
: A somewhat ‘complicated system of as- 
t prevails in Great Britain. Some as- 
ents are based upon averages such as the 
ble member refers to. The farmer 
Zier may elect whether he pays Yncome tax 
d upon the annual value of his property or 
his average income of the preceding three 
Of Haraee, conditions in Australia are 


“the Fariiation of the honorable mem- 
may Say that ‘Tecent press cable advice 





If so, what will be the terms and period of. 


. 


[27 Frepevary, 


HUGHES. The answers to the ‘ 


x 


; 


~ 


920.|° and Pastoralists. ) 


sion sitting in London to inquire into the inei- 
dence of British Income Tax intends to recom- 
mend the abolition of assessment on the average 
income of three years, and to substitute assess- 
ment on the income of the preceding year. 

Mr. STEWART (for Mr. Gregory) 
asked the Treasurer, wpon notice— 

Will he favorably consider a retrospective 
amendment of the War-time Profits Tax Act 
which will afford relief in. cases where it is’ 
stated the Act has been found to operate very 
harshly on pastoralists and graziers, who, 
prior to the war, had made no profits, and in 
many instances had shown heavy losses, anil 
who now are being heavily taxed on book pro- 
fits (increases of stock) which, it is alleged, 
may never be realized? 

Mr. WATT.—The points raised by this 
question were very fully considered by the 
Parliament when the amendment of the 
War-time Profits Tax Assessment Act 
1918 was under consideration, and it was 
considered that very full provision was 
made for relief to pastoralists, especially 
those operating in districts liable to severe 
drought, in which the capital of the busi- 
ness was liable to be lost or reduced owing 
to drought. It is probable that pastoral- 
ists have not made themselves acquainted 
with these provisions of the law. This 
matter will doubtless be considered by the 
proposed Royal Commission on the ine1- 
dence of Commonwealth direct taxation. 


THE WAR. 


DatEr OF TERMINATION-—TRIAL OF War 


"CRIMINALS. 


“ Mr. HIGGS asked the Prime recap . 
upon notice— 

I. On what date did the war between Gust 
Britain and her Allies and Germany, Austria- ° 
Hungary and their Allies, cease to exist offi 
cially ? j 

2. On what date will the War Precautions 
Act of Australia cease to have foree or effect? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low.:—. 

1. The state of war between Great Britain 
and Germany ceased on the 10th January, 1920, 
A state of war still exists with Austria-Hun- 
gary, Bulgaria, and Turkey. 

2: At the expiration of three months after 
the issue by the Governor-General of the procla- 
mation specified in section 2 of the War Pre- 
cautions Act 1914-1918, declaring that the war. 
with Germany and_ .Austria- “Hungary has. 


“ceased. 


Mr. LAZZARINT asked the Prime Min- 
ister, wpon notice— 

1. Whether’ he, as Prime Minister of Aus- 
tralia, and member of the Peace Council, was 
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communicated with in regard to the reversal of © 
the Allies’ policy in connexion with the trial 
of the war criminals’ 

2. If so, did he agree to that policy of allow- 
ing the said criminals to escape the conse- 
quences which might result from a trial by an 
allied tribunal? 


_ Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 


1. No. 
2. See answer to No. 1. 


TRADE WITH | GERMANY. | 
Mr. HIGGS Baked: the Minister for 


Trade and Customs, upon notece— 

l. Is there any truth in the report that Ger- 
man exports to Great Britain in 1919 were 
valued at £1,000,000, whereas the exports from 
Great Britain to Germany during the same 
period were valued at £14,000,0007 

2. Will the Minister be good enough to cable 
to London to ascertain from the proper autho- 


rities what were the principal items and the: 


eountries of origin of the,said exports from 
Great Britain to. Germany ? 


Mr. GREENE.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 


J. I am unable to say. 

2. It is not thought the information required 
by the honorable member is sufficiently urgent 
to warrant the expense of cabling. 


Mr. FENTON asked the Prime Min- 
ister, upon notice— 

1, Whether the Government have yet come 
to a ec in respect to trading with Ger- 
many 2 

Tf go, will he inform the House of the 
hire of that decision? 

Mr. HUGHES.—The Government’s 
policy in this connexion will be an- 
nounced in due course. 


v4 


SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


Royat Commission’s Report: Surrries 
For BuNbDABERG REFINERY. 


Mr. CORSER asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, woon notice— 


When he expects to be able to lay on the 
table of the House the report of the Royal 
. Commission on Sugar? 

Mr. GREENE.—The_ report ill be 
placed on the table of the House as soon 
as the Government has had an opportunity 
of considering it. 

Mr. CORSER asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


In view of the promise made that not less 


' i spidhat 15,000 tons of raw. sugar should be sent 
ee from the sugar districts of “North Queensland 


- 


Stiger nea (REPRESENTATIVES, ] dew Foroes. 


‘has been dislocated owing to the. sti 


‘any additional allowance? 


and, 












































to the Bundabery ronan an as 
ployees of the said refinery a re 
thrown out ‘of employment by th 
of this raw sugar, thus swelling 
of unemployed caused by the — 
dreught, will he say when the shi 
sugar to the refinery will be resumé 


| Mr. GREENE.—The delivery 


"NAVAL FORCES he ; 


VicTUALLINe Arrowancr—R 
Ea tee 


in 1914, ls. 8d. per diem? oe 
2. Is it a fact that the dhudting 
to-day is still the same, viz., 1s. 8d. 
3. Is it a fact that if all the men 
remain aboard when their ship is 
this, allowance would not be suffice t 
when the men go ashore on night leav 
have to pay the “greatly increased py 


4. Does he think, viewing the ¢ 
increases in all prices, the vietuatiay 
is sufficient? 

5. In view of the greatly increas 
“slops,” in some cases more than I 
will he have inquiries made with a v 
allowance for “slops” being increase 

6. Is it a fact that the rates of pay 
lower deck of the Australian Nav 
siderably lower than those of the R 
if so, will he take steps to ha 
brought up to those of the Royal N: 

7. Is it a fact that the opportunities 
motion from the lower deck are n t 
as in the Royal Navy, and will 
quiries made with a view to the 
Navy being brought into line with 
Navy, particularly Siow the 
system? | 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. ein : 


follow :— 


Me The allowance in igl4” was 
in harbor establishments. a ee 
The allowance was increased to d 
al all round in 1918. — x alga 
3. No. There is a fixed price 
rations are issued to messes, and if 
proved scale of food cannot be supplied 
Sd. per head per diem the Se ni 
the excess. 
: See answer to No. 3. Xe 
‘The Naval Board reviewed © 
bhoat six months ago, and ‘sub 
creased the allowance. 
6. The rates of pay of the lan eck ° 
lower than, those of bi Royal Na f 








Chairman of 





i 7, As regards opportunities of promotion, 
- the two services are in line, including the 













GOVERNMENT RESERVE, 
eS SHERWOOD. | 

aN Mr. BAYLEY asked the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Repatriation, 
“upon notice— 


1. Whether the suggestion has been made 
/ that the Sherwood Government Reserve at 
- Brisbane, locally known as the Old Powder 
’ Reserve, should be handed over to the War 
' Service Homes Commissioner, to enable him to 
erect thereon a number of war service homes? 
2. If so, will he take into consideration the 
- fact that the reserve above mentioned is neces- 
gary as a lung for the rapidly-growing suburbs 
_ ‘adjoining it, and will he take steps to have it 
transferred from the Defence Department, in 
' whom it is at present vested, and handed over 
' in trust to the communities interested? 


~~ ~Mr, POYNTON.—The answers to the 
_ honorable member’s questions are— 

ae a a Not as far as the Commissioner is aware. 
_: 2. This is more a matter for consideration by 
the Minister for Defence. 









COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY AND 
eee (WAYS AND MEANS. 
Suspension or STANDING ORDERS. 
__ Motion (by Mr. Hucuss) agreed to— 
_ hat the Standing Orders be suspended in 
order to enable the Committees of Supply and 
_ Ways and Means to be appointed before the 
_ Address-in-Reply .to His Excellency the Go- 
_-_yernor-General’s opening speech has_ been 
agreed to by the House, and to enable all other 
steps to be at once taken to obtain Supply, and 
to pass a Supply Bill through all its stages 
without delay. 


CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 
‘Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) [11.22].— 
I moye— 


That the honorable member for Riverina (the 
-Hon. John Moore Chanter) be appointed 
-. Chairman of Committees of this House. 

‘It is unnecessary for me to make a lengthy 
statement in submitting this motion, since 
the honorable member for Riverina is 
well known to the majority of honorable 
members, and has previously filled with 
| distinction and credit to himself the posi- 
tion of Chairman of Committees. I can 
say with confidence to new members that 
in the honorable member, if he be elected, 

we shall have a fearless and impartial 
~ \ Chairman. The honorable member held 
_ this office during the whole of the last 
+ Parliament, as well as on previous occa- 
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sions, and I hope that my motion will 
meet. with the concurrence of the House. 

Mr. BAMFORD (Herbert) |11.25}]— 
It is with sincere pleasure that I second 
the motion. As the honorable member 
for Wilmot (Mr. Atkinson) has said, the 
honorable member for Riverina (Mr. 
Chanter) is well known to the House, and 
during his occupaney of the chair on 
previous occasions gave satisfaction to 
almost every one. He had occasionally 
to play the part yesterday described by 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) as 
that of a flagelator, but it appeared.to me 
that on some oceasions at least the punish- 
ment meted out by him, if not merited, 
was, at all events, welcomed and rather 
sought after. The honorable member 
never used the whip until he had resorted 
to a good deal of suasion, and had asked 
for some consideration for the delinquent. 
The honorable member for Riverina is 
not exactly the father of the House—that 
is a position to which=I aspire—but he 
has been in politics much longer than J 
have, having had considerable experience 
in the State Parliament of New South 
Wales, as well as in the National Parla- 
ment. His decisions as Chairman of 
Committees have met with the approval 
of the great majority of honorable mem- 
bers, and I am sure they will never be 
challenged. They will be followed, I 
am confident, by any honorable member 
who is privileged in the future to occupy 
the position, for they displayed such a 
soundness of judgment that no one could 
eavil at them. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.27].—It is 
with reluctance that I rise to take 
the action that I am now about to do, but 
there are certain matters which I desire 
to bring before the House. Those who 
were in the last Parliament will remem- 


ber that the Electoral Bill was before the 


House in November, 1918. The sitting, 
which opened on the 7th November, ex- 
tended throughout the night, and after 
a brief adjournment was resumed at 11 
o'clock on the morning of the 8th Novem- 
ber. Shortly afterwards I rose to exer- 
cise my undoubted right to speak to a 
certain clause in reply to the present 
Treasurer (Mr. Watt), who was then 


Acting Prime Minister, but the honor- 


able member for Riverina, who was then 
Chairman of Committees, ruled that If 
had already spoken twice to the clause, 
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and was, Meets not entitled to speak 


again, I was positive, and I think most 
ef those present shared my view, 
that iI had spoken only once, and 
I told the Chairman so. His ‘reply 


was that I must sit down, and I had 
that’ 


to do so because. I knew 
if I failed to obey his direction I would 
be suspended. 

Sir ‘Josepu Ooox.—The honorable 
member knew that from previous experi- 
ance. 

Mr. TUDOR.— Yes, 
been suspended. 


Sir Joszrn Coox.—lI have. 


Mr. TUDOR.—I am aware of thine 
and [ think the honorable member for 
Herbert (Mr. Bamford) must have had 
the honorable gentleman in mind when 


De I have never 


he said that on some occasions he thought. 


those who had been punished by the 
Ohairman were looking for punishment, 
and rather welcomed it. I make this 
statement because my experience on 
the occasion referred to may be that of 
any honorable member at some future 
date. The Hansard report. of the pro- 
ceedings is as follows:— 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [12.10].—I. admit 
that if I were in the Minister’s position I 
would do exactly as he is doing. Naturally, 
Ministers want their Bill, but 

The CHAIRMAN,—Order! I find the hon- 
orable member has already haa twice on 
this elause. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I spoke only once, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

The CHAIRMAN.—1I find, on reference to 
the records, that the honorable member has 
spoken twice. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Not on this clause. I spoke 

om clause 123, and before I rose I spoke to the 
Clerk on the’ subject. 


That was to verify my own belief that I 
had spoken only- once on the clause. 


The CHAIRMAN.—It is the duty of the 
Chairman to be accurate in checking the mem- 
ers’ times. The honorable member. first spoke 
on this clause at 11.25 a.m., and again at 
(11.52 a.m. He now proposes. to: speak again, 
but he has exhausted his time. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am sure I did not. I say 
deliberately I do not think I did, and I do not 
think any other member believes I have spoken 
‘wice: on it. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I ask the honorable mem- 
ber to withdraw that statement. 

Mr. TUDOR.—1I will withdraw it. 
not gomne to put me out. 

Mr: FIntayson.—You try it. on. 

The CHAIRMAN.—I did expect that. the 

Leader of the Opposition would endeavour to 
support the Chair. 








You are 
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‘the second time. 


‘tention to the aati 


the honorable. member for Kden-Monaro- 


Acting Prime Minister. Our rights he 
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wlio was then hate ‘Prima Min: i 
had sent to me an intimation that 
wished to see me on important business. | 
am sure that the honorable gentleman wil 
not mind my saying that he had then 
ceived a cable, stating’ that the ar 
would probably take effect on the foll 
ing Monday; and I was with him at. 
time the Chairman said I had spoken 
Had the Chairman 
Committees admitted he had ma 
mistake—and .every man is prone to make 
mistakes—I should not have Sm 





Mr. 
record of the Clerk apie your” 
lection. 


ber for Hden- Mugecn (Mr, hosted ch . 
man) who rose at that time, The hor r- 
able member for Kooyong (Sir Robert 
Best) spoke at 11.53, the honorable m 
ber for Dalley (Mr. Mahony) at 11.5 
the honorable member for Wilmot (M 
Atkinson), at 12 o’clock, the Acting Prim 
searet: (Mr. Watt) at ea G bes AL 


1 Oth. 
sin 


oer psy We st an 3 o’cloc i 
on ne deb mein of the 19th, and aK 


tion: 


On Friday week, when I rose to spea 
clause 125 of the: Electoral Bill, the Chairm 
of Committees told me that I had exha 
my right to speak on the ‘clause, having al 
twice done so. I denied at the time 
accuracy of his statement, and waa thr 
with expulsion; but the proof of the. H. ‘ 
report furnished to me next day showed ths ti! 
I had spoken on the clause only one \s 
there was a possibility of ‘a: galley shiz 
having been delivered to me, I waited 
the publication of. the complete récor 
from that it is evident that I spoke onl 
beginning my speech at 11.24 a.m. A 


Austin Chapman) spoke. . 
at. which, according to. the Chairman of 
mittees, I had spoken. His speech laste 
two or three minutes. At that time, I 8 
absent. from the Chamber » “interviewing the 


little enough, and_ ney should not be + 
50 per cent, heh. 


Pos . *% 
° . 


Chairman of : 





_ I think I have a right to place on record 
the treatment meted out to me by the 
‘nominee of the Government. 
mitted that every,man can make mistakes 
_. —the man who says he does not make 
mistakes makes the biggest mistake ‘of all. 
It is true that this was after an all-night 
sitting, but I should be failing in my 


* 





_ allowed my rights to be curtailed with- 
out protest. 
- Mr. Breynnan.—Did the honorable 
member for Riverina (Mr. Chanter) ever 
apologise ? 
_ Mr. TUDOR.—He never said a word 
| about the matter. I had to withdraw 
» the remark that I ‘“‘thought’’ I had 
"| only spoken once—I was not allowed to 
> think. In view of that action of the late 
_ Chairman. of Committees, I am reluctantly 
compelled to protest against his appoint- 
ment. If any other honorable member 
- is nominated for the position I shall vote 
oo) tor him. 
~ Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Treasurer) 
— (11.35).—I distinctly remember the in- 
_ eident referred to by the Leader of the 
- Opposition (Mr. Tudor).. I. remember 
_. the feeling of surprise I experienced on 
hearing that the honorable gentleman 
_ had spoken twice, my recollection being 
_ that he had only spoken once. However, 
it was not my province to interfere with 
the Chairman of Committees, although I 
._ was in charge of the Committee at. the 
_ time; I trusted that the records of the 
- Chairman, or of the Clerk, were more re- 
liable than the faulty recollections of Par- 
_ liamentarians like the honorable gentle- 
man and myself. We had had an all-night 
sitting, dealing with that troublesome 
Electoral Bill, and honorable members 
' | ‘were very strained. We were trying to 
hasten the close of the Friday sitting in 
order that honorable members might 
 eateh their Inter-State. trains. Surely the 
honorable member does not mean to sug- 
‘gest that because the late Chairman of 
Committees made a mistake—— 
Mr. Tupor.—Had he risen and ad- 
“mitted his mistake I should never have 
raised the question again. 
Mr. WATT.—Surely ‘the honorable 
member does not suggest that the fact 
~ that the late Chairman made a ‘mistake is 
a treason why he should not be’ re-elected 
- to the position, whether he acknowledged 
the mistakesor not¢ The Leader of the 
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duty as a member of this House if I 
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‘Opposition (Mr. Tudor) admits that we 


are all prone to make mistakes. 

Mr. Tupor.—Hear, hear! 

Mr. WATT.—<And that we are all re- 
luctant to acknowledge them. 

Mr. Manony.—Not on this side of the 
House. 

Mr. WATT.—I hold it to be probable 
that. even honorable members opposite 
are fallible. Let us be fair, and acknow- 
ledge that the record of the honorable 
member for Riverina (Mr. Chanter) 
stands unchallenged for the impartial 
and splendid regulation of our, Com- 
mittees. 

Dr. Matonzy.—Rubbish! 

Mr. WATT.—Although the honorable 
member for Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) 
clashed with the ex-Chairman of Com- 
mittees (Mr. Chanter) on a vital matter, 
and will doubtless tell the House some- 
thing about it 

Dr.. Matonry.—I think I shall. 

Mr. WATT.—I speak with almost as 
much experience. of deliberations of this 
kind as most honorable members, and { 
say, without the slightest hesitation or 
reservation, that the honorable member 
for Riverina, as Chairman of Commit- 
tees in the last Parliament, was serupu- 
lously just, impartial, and able in assist- 
ing honorable members in the discharge 
of their Committee business. | 

Mr. Buaxetey.—He assisted his party! 

Mr. WATT.—Not his party; the hon- 
orable member for Riverina, as Chair- 
man, ruled as often against me as against 
honorable members opposite. 

Mr. BuaxeLtey.—He is a good party 
man! 

‘Mr. WATT.—I do not regard the 
Chairman of Committees as a “ party 
man.” As soon.as a man is appointed to 





‘the position of Chairman he should shed 


all colour and atmosphere of party, and 
that, I think, both the presiding officers of 
the House did so. I am glad to hear this 
nomination, and I hope the House will 


‘frown down any attempt by Mr. Tudor 


to belittle the record and ability of the 
honorable member for Riverina (Mr. — 
Chanter). 

Dr. MALONEY: (Melbourne) [11.40]. 
—Than.a lawyer, I know nobody more 
able to put up a case for or against than 
is the Treasurer (Mr. Watt). Possibly the 
profession of the law allows a man to be- 
come a sophist. I am sorry to say that 
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the Treasurer is a sophist; 
argue either way. This election is just 
another phase of the division of the spoils 
cf office. 
one of the six survivors of the noble four- 
tecn who left a certain room upstairs 
when the present Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes), after holding the position of 
chairman of the party for two days and 
ene night, was afraid to put to the meet- 
ing a “motion concerning his leadership. 
The chairmanship is one of the paid posi- 
tions of the House. With new recruits, 
the National Labour party number nine, 
and. they have already more than their 
fair proportion of offices. I accuse the 
honorable member for Riverina ve 
Chanter) of having been absolutely u 
just while he occupied the position of 
Chairman. Following the occasion on 
which T was ordered out of the House— 
tne first time in a parliamentary career 
of thirty years—the Chairman left the 
chair, walked on to the floor of the 
House, and, by his remarks, rubbed the 
salt into the open wound. 1 placed the 
incident on record in Hansard in the 
form of a sworn declaration. On a sub- 
sequent date the Labour Whip told me 
that my declaration was being discussed 
in the House. I came into the House, 
and the Minister for the Navy appealed 
to me to agree to expunge the declara- 
tion from the records of the House. He 
stated that the declaration had been read 
when the House was in Committee, and 
was, therefore, out of order. The honor- 
able member for Riverina (Mr. Chanter), 
as Chairman of Committees, should have 
known whether the reading of the docu- 
ment was in accordance with the 
Standing Orders. However, I was 
in a good humour when the Minister 


for the Navy (Sir. Joseph Cook) ap- 


pealed to me, and, after first request- 


ing that a member from each side of the 
House should be chosen to investigate the 
matter, and decide whether the Chairman 
or I was in the wrong, I agreed to leave 
the matter in hig-hands. Ultimately the 
honorable member for Riverina would not 
indorse his statement. All that I de- 
sired him to do was to admit that he had 
made a mistake. -I did not want an 
apology from a man older in years than 
T am. He would not acknowledge that 
he was wrong. ‘The sworn declaration 
was expunged from the records. The 
_ Minister for the Navy kept his contract. 
kes Ee remember him saying to the Chairman, 


bitten Dr, x emerge 
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he would — 


The Ministerial candidate is 


date. 


now, if the honorable gentleman — 


see them damned first ? 


register my protest. 


Parliament (the Hon. 
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and A Eg and so have jane with 
matter.’’ I told the honorable me 
for Riverina that if he swore a 
tion that my statement was ‘wi 
would ‘presecute him for perjury. I could 
do nothing more. He nce a Abs 
speak Sain his re-election. 
time I went into his electorate ‘a 
elections was when I went, at my o 
pense, to urge the Labour brane 
the district to adopt him as their gar 
His own common sense ought t 
have told an that my con 


an election lat vation I was opposed. 


that he regretted that he made | 
take, I will accept his word ae ! 


ing God Save the Khighe 
tell him and the Ministry that I 
Wheneve 
eae God Save the King, or bs 


to take the advantees of an’ pee 1 
which occurs only once in three ye: 
Let any: h 


member read the declaration, Sag al 


Mr. JOWETT (Grempunten pel 
Having been Let in the ¢ 


by the Leader ck the Opposition 
only fair to those who were not - 
on that occasion that I should 
little more than has 
regard to the incident. ni] 
remarks of the honorable ‘mem } 
Yarra (Mr. Tudor) I jam “ab 
state that everything he said Te! 
what happened upon the occasion i 
tion is absolutely accurate. I 
my own recollection, confirm his 
But, with regard to the implicati 
the Chairman of ee eo in ° 
; Mh M. j 





. ouge note that one Aone was 


hole incident should protest. There 
the slightest doubt: regarding what 


I understand that there are 
enty new members in this cham- 
ost, if not all of them, are un- 
ir with all-night sittings. Possibly 


a i aave become Seema familiar 


ae an. eR: ae of iiettiaue 
we were resuming next day. The 
of Committees (Mr. ' Chanter) 
y referred to and relied upon 
ss. It is equally obvious that his 
that occasion were inaccurate. 
not an honorable member of 


. JOWETT. —TI cannot say. These 
ations: are, after all, more the out- 
f habit ‘than anything else. Some 
pe ple readily admit their mistakes, 
rs do not; I have been accused by 
ny friends of being one who is always too 
a apologize, and who withdraws 
ay be deemed to be an objection- 
; ement far too soon. It may be 

there are honorable members oppo- 
e who | re tardy in fia ene reparation 


te honorable members vate this 


; ais Sica. a ae neat 
-. Chanter was, upon the 
estion, ‘deliberately unfair. 
that he was not, but that 
urely ° ‘accidental mistake, 
aoe believed: ee the 


as 


‘and had personal “knowledge of 


. There had been an all-night: 


3 a te to be adel impartia 
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Mr. abe Lon I base that if had | ” 
to withdraw ite ¢ 


Mr. JOWETT.—I denbendts the fant « 


that recriminations +o which, unfor- 


tunately, we have become accustomed in 
the past should so soon be launched in — 


this new Parliament. It was once said 


of a great house, whose scions came to 
eke doom in consequence of such prin- — 
ciples, that of the past they forget no- 
thing and from it they learn nothing. I 
trust that those remarks will never be | 
said of the Opposition in this chamber. 
Mr. Tupor.—What we want to know 
is, are you a Government supporter? 
"Mr. JOWETT.—I am a member of the 


. Australian Country party, which is a 


very good party. I have not risen 
in. support either of: the Government or ie 
of the Opposition, or, indeed. of any 
party. This is not a party question, but 
one having to do with the impartiality 


of an honorable member who held’ an 


office of authority in this House. It is_ 
a subject which should be above all party. 
Had it been raised in a party spirit, such 
as the honorable member for Darling 
(Mr. Blakeley) has implied, the proce- 
dure would be a degradation to this House > 
and to those honorable members respon- 
sible. I plead that, in this new Parlia- 
ment, which consists of at least one-third 
new members, and includes the cream of 
the intellect of the country, as typified by 
the honorable member for Macquarie 
(Mr. Nicholls), who has just interjected. 
we should endeavour to forget all those 
bitter memories of the past, all those per- 
sonal, and almost vindictive, recollec- 
tions 
Mr. Bileurey. —Is Mr. Chanter U 
member of your party ? mA 
Mr. JOWETT.—So far as I know, the 
honorable member for Riverina is per- 
fectly able to answer for himself. _ 7 
Mr. Braxerry.—Did he not attend 
meetings in your party ROOM str, ? 
Mr. JOWETT.—Mr. Chanter is as re 
well able to speak for himself as is the 
honorable member for Darling. | ae is 
Other honorable members inter jecl- nies 
ing— Baa 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. "Elliot A 
Johnson).—Order! I have called for chs 
order several times. J’ must ask honor- — 
able members to obey the Chair. 8 = 
“Mr. JOWETT.—Mr. Chanter endea-— 
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the oceasion under review he made a 
purely unintentional error. : 

Mr, Ryraw.—Did he admit his error? 

Mr. JOWETT.—I am delighted to 
hear the voice of the new honorable mem- 
ber who has just interjected, but I would 
be still more pleased to listen to him upon 
an occasion when he was not interjecting © 
during remarks made by myself. I 
strongly deprecate that this matter should 
have been raised, and I ask the House to 


unanimously elect the honorable member - 


for Riverina to the office of Chairman of 
Committees. 

Mr, BLAKELEY (Darling) [11.58]— 
I move, by way of amendment— 

That the words ‘ Riverina (the Hon. John 
Moore Chanter) ’’? be omitted, and the words 


“Dalley (Mr. William George Mahony) ” be 
‘aserted in lieu thereof, 


It. is: unnecessary for me to add that hon- 
arable. members on this side of the cham- 
ber believe that Mr. Mahony would carry 
out his duties equally as well as, if not 
better than, the honorable member who 
was Chairman of Committees during the 
last Parliament. I believe, at any rate, 
that no such quarreling and fault-finding 
would. have to be recorded, after three 
years’ occupancy of the chair in Com- 
mittee by the honorable member for 
Dalley as during the régime of the hon- 
- orable member for Riverina. 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) | 12.0]— 
I seeond the amendment. I see no 
_ reason why these positions should not be 
contested. From whatever side of the 
Hiouse a member is chosen to occupy the 
position of a presiding officer, we have a 
right to look to him to deal. out even- 
handed justice. I know: that there have 
deen times when we have had an all-night 
sitting, after a long day in Committee, 
and without any sleep, when we say and 
do things which we afterwards regret. We 
asually ‘find that if a man has made a mis- 
‘ake he has been ready to make amends. 
in the first words which I spoke here ‘I 
said that it was likely that I would say 
ind. do things on the spur of the moment 
which I might afterwards have cause to 
egret, but that if I did I hoped that I 
yould always be found sufficiently manly 
‘9 admit my mistake and own up, whether 
‘hat involved a public apology or not. 

Mr. Brewnan.—The Chairman of 
Oommititees should set jan example in 
—- 3juch' matters, 
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Mr. FENTON.—I agree that our. cae : 
siding officers, in matters pertaining to 
the observance of the Standing ee 
and decorum, should present a pattern 
and example which we should all” be de- A aD 
‘lighted to follow. The evidence whichthe 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor). ON 
has presented this morning shows .con- 
clusively that the gentleman who occu- 
pied the position of Chairman of Com- aN, ck 
mittees in the last Parliament aie chat a 
mistake, and failed'to admit it. I think ‘ Mi 
that he ought now, even at the eleventh 
hour, admit the uristake he made. A 
man who shows himself reluctant to ae 
mit that he made a mistake is likely, in 
the position of Chairman of Conimiteag | 
to commit grievous errors in the oe | 
I feel sure that if it had been the Prime — 
Minister who suffered-as the result of the a i 
mistake made. by the honorable member 
for Riverina as Chairman of Commit- ne 
tees in thé last Parliament, he would have is 
‘been only too ready to admit his mistake, 
but because it was the Leader of the Op- 
position who suffered as the result of his 
mistake, he is not prepared to pin my 
even at the eleventh hour. 

Sir Josprpx Coox.—That. is a very 
grave charge to make. 

Mr. FENTON.—Then why has” ee 
honorable member for Riverina not ad<— 
mitted his .mistake before? We should | 
not forget that his denial of the right 
of the honorable member for Yarra. Grid | 
Tudor). to. speak a- second time upon a 
clause of a Bill in Committee was accom- 
panied by a threat which meant expulsion _ 
from the Chamber if the order of the © 
Chair was not obeyed. It should be re- 
membered, also, that the honorable men , 
Pin fom Mamwsy deports :himself in this 
Chamber in a way which honorable meni+ 
bers generally might well follow. He is” 
amongst the least offensive members _ Hobe 
the House, and is prompt in obeying the 
demands of the Chair. I have pleasure — 
in seconding the amendment moved by — 
‘the honorable member for Darling ( Mines) 
Blakeley), im order that honorable mem- — 
bers may. be given am opportunity to show 
that they do: not approve of some of the 
actions of the Chairman of Committees 
im the last’ Parhament, and may be abl 
to record their votes against his election M 
on this occasion: Ns 

There seems to be a happy combination 
_ between ‘the so-called N ationalist pa 








































| : - Chairman of 


ti sors ‘ie so-called Gennany party. We 
have had an impassioned address by the 
honorable member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett), who urged the House to be 
“unanimous in placing the honorable mem- 
Bie _ ber for Riverina in the chair as Chair- 
oa ‘man of Committees of this Parliament. 
- “It is significant that this appeal should 
have come from the Deputy Chairman of 
the Country party. 1+ gives colour to 





merely an unimportant the 
National party. 
_ Mr. Sruwarr.—Listen to the sneer at 
‘the “so-called” Country party. 

Mr. FENTON.—By their votes on this 
question honorable members will show 
| where they are. The reeords of divisions 
ate ‘in this, House live, and they indicate 
_ exactly the position of parties. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—Of course, this is a 
party question, according to the honor- 
a able member. 

- > Mr. FENTON.—It seems to me that 

Viahe honorable member for Grampians is 
_, to-day just as responsive to the crack of 
m the Ministerial whip as he was in the last 
. Parliament. I should prefer to see some 

_ evidence of heart and fight in the Coun- 
try party, even upon a comparatively 
Penrortant question. 

Sir Joserx Coox.—That is the honor- 
“able member’s trouble, is it not? 
Mr. FENTON. —We shall yet have 
_ plenty of trouble. It is sometimes desir- 
Bi ? able to gird a little at a certain section 


Pate - A 
wing oi 


H so amenable to the demands of the party 
- + inamajority. I shall content myself by 
Me re _ saying that I will support the amend- 
“ment in the hope that a majority of the 
on - members of this House will see their way 
fy a make a change in the occupant of the 
a eM of Chairman of Committees. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [12.6]. 
‘ Bay have nothing to say against the hon- 
2 es member for Riverina as Chairman 
- of Committees. I suppose that, like 
every other Chairman, he always looks 
after his pals. The only fair man I ever 
struck was Mr. Alex. Poynton, the hon- 
 prable. member for Grey. He made me 
go down on my knees, and apologize to 
him, when he was obine as Chairman of 
- Committees, although he was a member 
of our party at the time. There was not 
much favoritism about that. The de- 
ms ue has shown that the Country party, 
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‘the rumour daily gaining currency that, 
after all, the so-called Country party is" 


in this House when we find its members 
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notwithstanding all the protestations we 
have heard that it is separate and alene, 
has ‘an honorable understanding with the 
Government. That has been made plain 
by the honorable member for Grampians 
(Mr. Jowett). . 

Mr. Bayutey:—There will be another 
honorable member for Maranoa in three 
years’ time. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—The party to 
which the honorable member belongs has 
been trying for the last. eight. Parlia- 
ments to secure another member for 
Maranoa. If he will be my qppenent I 
can tell him that I will go next time—— 


Mir OD Ay iEy Ome 0 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Ev ery time the 
honorable member’s friends have said 


that I would’ be out I have been re- 
turned. { can .tell him that I will be in 
this Parliament when he will be out. 

Mr. SPEAK ER.—Order! The henor- 
able member is wandering away from the 
question. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I have told the 
honorable member for Oxley and_ his 
friends in Brisbane that they will not 
get me out as member for Maranoa. unless 
they cut the Barcoo out of my electorate. 
I am satisfied that the Country party is 
just as conservative as the other crowd 
opposite, and is only a Country party in 
name. 

Mr. Srewarr. ~The 
seems to)» be 
member. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
able member will resume his seat. There 
seems to be some misapprehension on the 
part. of. certain honorable members as to 
the question before the Chair. The ques- 
tion is the election of a Chairman of 
Committees, and not the views of parties 
in this House. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I do not -know 
the name of the gentleman who inter- 
rupted me, or where’ he comes from, but 
after he has been here a little while’ he 
will understand that I shall not worry 
very much about himself or his party. 
The honorable member for Grampians has 
given the show away TI remember that, 
in connexion with a Wheat Commission 
which was inquiring in Adelaide, a state- 
ment was made to the effect that there 


Country party 
worrying .the honorable 


\was no combination and no Trust, but 


theve was am honorable understanding, 
and it appears to me that the Prime Min- 
ister and his party have an honorable 
understanding, if not with the Country — 
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68 
party, then with the officials of that 
party, including the honorable member 
for Grampians. It is idle for us to nomi- 
nate a candidate from this side. This is 
supposed to be an election by the House, 
but we know that it has been fixed ‘up. 
Directly IT came to Melbourne a member 
of the Farmers’ party. told me that the 
honorable member for Lang (Mr. John- 
son) was going to be Speaker; and the 
honorable member for Riverina (Mr. 
Chanter) was gcing to be Chairman of 
Committees. That is 4 peculiar thing, 
but he was a good tipster, if he was 
nothing else. If the officials of the 
party had not been discussing this par- 
ticular matter, the individual members 
had evidently been discussing it among 
themselves. To debate the election of 
Chairman of Committees is beating the 
air, because it is a foregone conclusion 
that the honorable member for Riverina 
(Mr. Chanter) is to be the man. I would 
point out to him that it is a hard thing 
for any man, when he does another a 


wrong, to own up to it publicly. 

Mr. Matruews.—lI do not see that it 
should be. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Well, it is a 


hard thing. The honorable member for 
Riverina accused another honorable mem- 
ber of doing something that he did not do, 
and then had the power of expelling him, 
when that man was leader of our party. 
If I had been in the position of our leader 
I should simply have sat down and said, 
‘“I am sticking for the truth, not for 
parliamentary procedure. Put me out.” 
Tf he had been put out then for telling 
the truth, he would have had the sym- 
pathy, not only of the House, but of every 


man outside who believes that truth and 


justice should prevail above all things. 
Mr. Maruzws.—The honorable mem- 
ber for Riverina had one of our members 
put out contrary to the Standing Orders. 
Mr. JAMES. PAGE.—The honorable 
member for Melbourne Ports (Mr. 
Mathews) has escaped being put out 
many a time when he should have been. 
If he was put out on one occasion when 
the should not have been, it was only one 
instance the other way. I feel that the 
honorable member for Riverina, when 
_ elected, will be as fair as he possibly can 
be. He may make errors, but every man 
/-makes errors. If our protest does no 
harm or no good, it will at least let him 
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know the feelings of us a are in 
sition. I would remind the hono 
member for Grampians’ (Mr, Jo 
that ever since he has been in Parlian 
he has had the pleasure of sitting 
the Government. When he has a t 
sitting im Opposition, with a 
majority against him on that s re 
as we have.against us now, | 
whether he will put up as good a fight a 
we have done. During his first 

he was always looking for an all-n 
sitting. He would come up here wrapy 
up in an overcoat weighing about 56 |b 
and with a swag on his back like a black 
gin’s benjamin, which had been carriec 
about the bush for twelve months, ar 
with a billy-can and a water-bag 


OS ar 


hand, looking for it. No wonder th ho on- 
Arable member talks about all-n ‘ 
sittings. 


Mr. NICHOLLS (Mequon fet 
—I support the nomination of the h 
able member for Dalley (Mr. Mahe 
J well remember the incident referrec 
by the Leader of the Opposition ( 
Tudor). Honorable members should, ~ 
perhaps, sympathize with the hon rab ; 
member for Riverina (Mr. Chantel - 


has had considerable. experience” i 4 ion : ty 
chair, but he has ee such a stage 





position. 
Question—That the words RE 
(the Hon. John Moore Chanter) 


omitted with a view to insert in’ 
thereof the words ‘‘ Dalley (Mr. 
George Mahony)” (Mr. Br 
amendment)—put. The House | 
Ayes.» en 
Noes (1... mA k 
Majority 
AYES, 


Moloney, et! 
Nicholls, “S. BR. 
Riley, sh 

Ryans Tegy 


Brennan, F. 
Cunningham, L. L. 
Fenton, J. E. 


Gabb, J. M. Stewart, P. Ge. * 
Hill, W. C. Tudor. F. Gey 
Lavelle, T. ‘J: Watkins, D. 
Lazzarini, “HH: P, West, J. By 
Mahon, He s/. 1s ; 
Makin, N. J. O. Tell TSi 0 
Maloney, Dr. Mathews, J. 


McDonald, C. Page, Heil 


Chatrman of 
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Commuitees. 










i ae" i ahdah: 1% 
Bamford, FW. 
oe Bayley, J 
y a Bell, G. 
Le Best, Sir Re 


im Bowden, Looe ae 


hp aeeuce, &. M. 
Cameron, D. C. 
" Chapman, Austin’ 
_ Cook, Sir Joseph 
mau} | Corser, ie B..C, 
ai | Fleming, WwW. M. 
_ Foster, Richard 


_ NOES. 


Kerby, E. T. J. 
Lamond, Hector 
Lister, ti Hi, 
Livingston, J. 
Mackay, G. H. 
Marks, W. M. 
Marr, CW. C, 
Maxwell, Ge A. 
McWilliams, W. J. 
Page, Dr. Earle 
Poynton, A. 
Prowse, J. H. 
Rodgers, A. S. 


’ Francis, F. H. Ryrie, Sir Granville 
- Gibson, W. G. | Smith, Laird 
Greene, W. M Watt, W. A. 

Gregory, H Wienholt, A. 

4 Groom, Wise, G. H. 

ii Hay, A. 

- Hughes, W. M. Tellers: 

ae Jackson, D. S. Burchell, R. J. 

ah downtt, E. Story, W. H. 

at ~ Question so resolved in the negative. 


- Amendment negatived. 
-Question—That the original question 


_ Ayes 
- Noes 


nays : cn ‘ | ‘Majority 


Atkinson, L. 
an : Bamford BOW, 
'. + Bayley, ae G. 
Bell, G. J. 
Best, Sir Robert 
wden, BK, 
ruce, S. M. 
Ren econ, DC. 
* Chapman, Austin 
_ Cook, Sir Joseph 
» Corser, 0B. 0, 
Dtiscine, WwW. M. 
Foster, Richard | 
werancis, fH.’ 
Gibson; W. G. 
_ Greene, ie M. 
Wi Be, » Gregory, H 
% ener L. EK. 





a Jowett, B, 


bey Blakeley, A.. 

. Brennan, F. 

ae te , Cunningham, 1 aD ay 
” Gabb, me VL; 
© Lavelle, {es i 
Lazzarini, H. P. 
- Mahon, H. 
_ Mahony, W.G. . 
‘Makin, N. J. O. 
Maloney, Dr. 

_ Mathews, J. 


: Hughes, Ww. M. 


by al be agreed to—put. 


The House divided. 
43 
20 


fei 23 

AYES. 
1 Kerby, E. T. J. 
Lamond, Hector 
Lister, J.-H. 
Livingston, J. 
Mackay, G. H. 
Marks, W. M. 
Marr, C. W. C. 
Maxwell, G. A. 
MeWilliams, W. J. , 
Page, Dr. Earle 
Poynton, A. 
Prowse, J. H. 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith, Laird , 
Stewart; P. G. 
Watt, W. A. 
Wienholt, A, 
Wise, G. H. 

Tellers: . 

Burchell, R. J. 
Storey, W. H. 


NOEs. 


McDonald, C. 
Moloney, Parker 
Nicholls, 8. R. 
Riley, Ex 

Ryan, T. J. 
Watkins, D. 
West, J. Ei” 


Tellers: 
Fenton, J, E. 
Page, James. 


PAIR. 


| Tudor, F. G. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
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Mr. CHANTER (Riverina) [12.30].— 
I desire to acknowledge the honour 
which has been paid me by electing 
me to the important position of 
Chairman of Committees and Deputy 
Speaker of the House. I wish especially 
to thank the honorable member for Wil- 
mot (Mr. Atkinson) and the honorable 
member for Herbert (Mr. Bamford) for 
having nominated me, and the other hon- 
orable gentlemen who have spoken to the 
motion. I desire also to assure honor- 
able members that nothing that has taken 


place in this debate, no criticism passed 


upon me, will influence me tn the slightest 
degree in the performance of my duty. 
When I take the chair I know no party 
in this House, and I forget everything 
that has been said. I want to remind 
honorable members, if they will permit 
me to do so, without adopting the form 
of a lecture, that for the good conduct of 
business here there are Standing Orders 


made and approved by honorable members 


themselves for the guidance and direction 
of Mr. Speaker and myself when we oc- 
eupy our judicial positions. If these 
Standing Orders are thought to be inade- 
quate, it is within the power of honorable 
members to alter them. It is the duty 
—the imperative duty—of the presiding 
officers to interpret them to the best of 
their ability, and in an impartial man- 
ner. 
honorable members that the dignity and 
decorum of this House cannot be main- 
tained by presiding officers without the 


assistance of honorable members them- 
selves... They must have that support. 


_ If Mr. Speaker or I, when acting in our . 


respective capacities, make mistakes, we 
are immediately open to challenge. I 
leave my past record in the hands of those 
honorable’ members with whom I have 
been associated, and my future with the 
members of the present Parliament. I 
shall be judged by my actions. All I 
can say is that I shall do my duty fear- 
lessly and impartially, and as courteously 
as possible, in accordance with the Stand- 
ing Orders. 
members for the honour they have con- 
ferred on me. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—Min- 


ister for the Navy) [12.35|—I rise to. 


offer my very warm congratulations to the 
honorable member who has just resumed 
these new responsibilities. 


Again I thank honorable 
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I may also be permitted to remind” 


~ 


As an old — 


Chairman. of 





‘parliamentarian, and one who, I believe, 
has come under the lash both of Mr. 
Speaker and the Chairman of Commit- 
tees 

Mr. Parker Motonzy.—Not lately. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—May I suggest 
that we always think the other fellow, 
and not we, deserving of reproof? I now 
admit -quite frankly that when I have 
come under the lash either of Mr. Speaker 
or the Chairman of Committees, I think, 
I deserved ii; though sometimes J thought 
otherwise. But whatever our individual 
opinions, or our likes and dislikes may be, 
ve should not forget what we owe to those 
who are intrusted with the important 
duty of presiding over the proceedings in 
this House. Now that the little breeze is 
aver—I regret very much that it should 
have Hien over these proceedings, and 
particularly in connexion with a man of 
the. venerable character. of Mr. Chan- 
ter 

Der. 


ledges 








Matonny.—But he never acknow- 
his mistakes. 


sir JOSEPH COOK. _We have heard 


members opposite about acknowledging 
mistakes, and in connexion with this mat- 
ter I do not charge my memory with one 
syigle case in which a member. of that 
side ever acknowledged: an ‘error. 


Mr. 
right. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Now, -there is 
the explanation! The honorable mem- 
ber for East Sydney declares that honor- 
able members opposite are always right. 
I want to say, however, that I have 
known Mr. Chanter for matiy years. I 
knew him when he was a Minister in the 
New South Wales Government thirty-four 
years ago, and I am exceedingly pleased 
to see him occupying the position of 
Chairman of Committees in this House 
at this time of day. I am sure we shall 
ie safe in his hands, and I congratulate’ 
nim. 


West.—Because we are always 


M , JAMES Pacu—You are all right. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That may be 


so, though no one knows better than the 
honorable member who has. interjected 
that I have not always been safe. But 
these are little incidents’ in the parlia- 
mentary life of every honorable member. 
1 feel very warmly towards my honorable 
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friend who ‘las just been gibeeid to t 


days. 


, offered to-day, I Psat ee iF ee can assure 
a aad deal this morning from honorable | ai eee « 


a mistake in recording their votes on 
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important position, and I hope he 
have a successful three years of offic 


Mr. Buaxetry.—lIs it not a-fact t 
the’ Minister is. about to transfer 
a souuee: atmosphere ? 


know anything about it. I lite. the | 
society of my honorable friends. aa 
so much that iM propose to stay amongst = 
them: As my honorable friend, s Re 
the Goatees: of Committees, I hope Be ea) 
will have good health and strensth for — Sf, 
the performance of his arduous duties, ~ 
for, 





indeed, they are arduous in these 
Sometimes, I think we do ei 
make enough allowance for Mr: Speaker 
or the Chairman of Committees. We are. ks 
prone to forget that they are human 
beings and, like ourselves, subject to all 
the disabilities of human nature. If we — 
can only think of them just as men hke- 
ourselves, serving im their high offices, to 
the best ‘of their ability, I think we 
would then make more allowances and ie 
have more consideration OF them, Not- rg 




























Mr. Chanter of the warm support of hom 
orable members in the discharge of his 
duties. sii 

Mr: Stewarr.+I. desire to make if 
personal explanation in connexion wath 
the vote that has just been taken. ‘Owing 
to the fact that the bells began to ring 
whilst honorable members on both sides ae 
were on their feet, I was not aware that ~ 
the time within optic honorable members. 
could cross the Chamber had expired. I 
intended to vote on the other tang Three 
of my colleagues in the Country | 
were in the same position. I mak 
explanation on behalf of myself anc 
two colleagues. Although our votes 
recorded with the “ Ayes,” it was our 
tention, to vote with the “ N oes.” 





[12.40].—I am sure we all i 
with those honorable members who m de 


last division. We often make eres 
voting, and these ‘honorable member: 


cross the chamber at the proper ‘ate P hs 
think it is a lesson to us all that we 

should not vote against people mb é 
they have made mistakes. 4 el 

























































SUPPLY. 


[ ORR f a Suppine 
—DirecroratE or War .Pro- 
DA — CANCELLATION OF 
: GContracts—Marimve En- 
Srere—Cost or Livine— 
Nee _ Precautions 


4 a ‘to soneidees the * Supply to be 
granted 0 His Majesty. 


-Barlic 
DE Piaaved the suspension of the 
Orders to enable a Supply Bull 


yf be Piel Soreioe to ae abe ard 
ted the Prime Minister to give 
for quark a the motion. I 


ig aeevadees The Epvaaninend 
a about to ask for ii sinews of war to 
Ts wupPy to 


Badoumation before, because 
van goes into Committee we 
i ee: | cen » bo 


is.’ some aedent 
ba! as: facilitating the payments 


a : large majority, we do fob 
‘support they are likely to re- 
the Hiouse, because. we have 
opportunity of testing their 
ve: do nt: Levy ableton yea 











nts; EB shall containly ee 


Surr- ; 


Mr RYAN CWest Sydney) oo 42]. oo 


ding 
to be at spe “the: etaee on sae 


«Mr. 5 OWETT. _why does ile homotiltls j 
member say ‘‘ the party which calls itself 
the Country party’’? Wa 

‘Mr. RYAN.—TI say it advisedly, atte ; 
not offensively. But that is the view I 
hold regarding it. Before I agree to the 


“motion vie go into Committee of Supply 


I wish to hear from the Prime Minister, 


the Treasurer, or from one of the Minis- 


ters, something in regard to what I con- — 
sider has been extravagant and reckless — 
expenditure on the part of the Govern- 
ment. Honorable members may smile, — 
but I am sure that the majority of the 

people’ of Australia is anxious to have 
some particulars in regard to this matter. 
It is strange, indeed, that the Auditor- 
General’s report, which was issued about 
eight months ago, was laid on the table 
of this House only yesterday. T have not 
had an opportunity of perusing it, and 
I do not believe it has been printed or. 
made available to honorable members. 

I ‘notice, however; from the press that 
there are’ certain items of expenditure 
and certain losses on! which some informa-- 
tion should be given. I refer to a state- 

ment in the daily press of to-day, headed — 
“Shipping Losses,” which reads— 


Details are furnished of the loss’ -endailed 


“upon the Commonwealth in connexion with 


shipbuilding in America. An agreement was 
made with the Patterson, McDonald Shipbuild- 
ing Company, Seattle, to construct ten wooden 
cargo-carrying steamers at a cost of 5,300,000 
dollars. Subsequently the contract was so 
amended that the cost would have _ been 
8,900,000° dollars. Advice had, Mr. Israel 


added, been received that eight of the ships 


~” 


some 


upon what grounds—and the statement 


had been sold at a loss of £326,000. In view 
of the enormous itcrease in cost compared 
with the original contract, a very fortunate 
sale would appear to have been made. 


I wish to know what. the 
have to say in regard to that. 


Government ? 
The paper — 


from which this statement..is taken sup- 


ports the Government—I. do not know 


coneludes, “a very fortunate sale would 
appear to have been made.” The people — 
of this country, as well as the members of © 


this House, should have some explana- 


‘tion, and T am sure“the primary pro 


duicots in particular will. want: to know > 


more about. it. aS 
Mr. Wart. ae the honorable member 
quoting from the Argus? ie 
Mr. RYAN.—TI am. ie A ste 
Mr. Warr. —You do not always ate i 
the han 
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. Mr. RY AN.—Perhaps not. [ am quot- 
ing from the Auditor-General’s report, 
as published in the Argus, which shows 
that an alteration was made in the con- 
tract involving an increzsed cost of some 
hundreds of thousands of, dollars, and 
that on the sale of these ships there was 
a loss of £326,000. 

Mr. Tupor—-Did he. say 
about the Sydney contract? 

Mr. RY AN.—I intend to refer to that: 
The Auditor-General’s report continues—— 

An expensive experiment was the establish- 
ment of a Directorate of War Propaganda. It 
had a very brief existence, and cost £2,266. 

[ want to know all about that, and the 
reason for its discontinuance. It may be 
that Ministers are able to give some 
satisfactory explanation, and, if so, well 
and good. The report also refers to the 
cancellation of a contract with the 
Wallace Power Boat Company Limited, 
in the following terms :— 

Cancellation of a contract with the Wallace 
Power Boat Company Limited, of New South 
Wales, for the construction of six wooden 
barquentines cost, including progress pay- 
ments, £51,839, while the cancellation of an- 
other contract with Hughes, Martin, and 
Washington Limited, New South Wales, .cost 
£72,500. 

Why was it necessary to cancel those con- 
tracts, and why was such a loss incurred ? 

Mr. Poynron.—That information was 
given to the House last year. 

Mr. RYAN—If a satisfactory ex- 
planation can be given, I shall have 
nothing further to say; but on the face of 
the Auditor-General’s report, it does not 
appear that any great business capacity 
was shown by the Government in making 
contracts which were subsequently can- 
celled, and at a loss to the taxpayers of 
such a large amount of money. If they 
can give an explanation, let them give it. 
i am also anxious to know before the 
House resolves itself into a Committee of 
Supply, who bore the expense in con- 
nexion with the hold-up of shipping, 
arising out of the dispute with the In- 
stitute of Marine Engineers. I want to 
know whether a large proportion of that 
expense of holding up ships which do not 
belong to the Commonwealth, was borne 


anything 


by the Commonwealth Government. It 


is a most important matter, in which a 


very large majority of the people of Aus- 


tralia are interested, and if that expense 
was borne by the Government, we should 
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have a full statement of the reasons ae * 
I cannot go categorically imto all ¢ 
matters I wish to refer to, upon whic 
the Government could be criticised at 
this moment, but there are some things 

on which it is appropriate a pronounce- 
ment should be made’ at the earliest — 
possible moment, because they are of vital 
importance, affecting as they do the im- — 
terests of the whole of the people. We 


all know that, since the elections of the 


13th December last, there ‘has been a 
sharp rise in the cost of living. 
Mr. Fentron.—That was only rate} a 
Mr. RYAN.—Yes. It was, pointed — 
out by candidates who faced the electors: 
that it would come about. I do not 
quarrel with the decision of the people of 
Australia, but I feel it is my duty im Bh 
interests of the electors of West Sydney 
to have something to say on this matter, 
because, although we have not succeeded 
in preventing a Government gétting into 
power that is, in my opinion, backed ey 
the profiteering interests of the country, 
we may still be able to do something in is wi 
order to prevent that profiteermg Pees 
too heavily on the people. os) 
Hecror Lamonp.—The honoteble: i 


Mr. ! 
member advised the people to vote © 
against giving the Commonwealth ~ 


Government the necessary powers to deal | 4 

with profiteering. | i a 
Mr. RYAN.—The High Court has not 

yet decided that the Commonwealth Go-'> a 

vernment have not the power to deal 

with profiteering. Imagine an ao ha a 

tion of that sort coming from an honor- “ : 





Wile he knows that, at the very height 
of their power, under the War Precau- — 
tions Act, they repealed all regulations 
having anything to do with the con- 
trolling of profiteering ! A 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—It was dies: at mf, 
the instigation of Opposition members. 
Mr. RYAN.—Not at all. There is no 
better evidence of what the Government 
believed to be their power under the War 
Precautions Act than the drastic regula-~ 
tion proclaimed the other day dealing © 
with the Institute of Marine ie ae 













mae ed which ene a body Be a 
men from making use of their own funds 
for Nae: maintenance of their wives au inna et 
se tiey - Gen sete b 

the view which 




















































LOunetwne it was a gigan- 
f blu on the part of the Go- 
ernment in order to achieve the result. 

As I was saying, the 
at the height of their 
fies there could be no dispute 
their having complete authority 
the War Precautions Act, repealed 
ulations which had any bearing 
or a ae in the cost of living in 


att 
vial 


“Ansounsacene o 
Sir. ‘Ross Se: 


a GHES ees Petine Min- 
ee ae [12. mt —I 


° and seeing that the House 
lly adjourns on Friday at 4 o’clock, 
a nore, have. no Dea 
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pe the ¢ chair at 3 e o and read 


High Court at Hobart forwarded 
o Clerk of the Senate a ony, of the 





0: the poll in connexion “with 
| n. The copy of the 
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Die that on. taster the hae 


‘the table of the able’ at fo aie Hokies of ere 


ru ie Ay ies a) Nips 
Electoral... 


auc ek oo 
Land SETTLEMENT. 


Senator GARDINER (for Senator 
Grant) asked the Minister for a 
tion, upon notice— 


How many members of the ARMIEAIING Im- 
perial Force up to 26th February, 1920, have 
made application for land for settlement pur- 
poses; how many were rejected; how many 
granted; how many abandoned; how many 
now in possession; how many under considera- 
tion; and the amount paid or promised to be — 
paid by the soldier for the land, apart from 
the improvements thereon? 


Senator MILLEN.—The TENE diate 


Governments by which the settlement of 


soldiers is carried on in accordance with 


an agreement “with the Commonwealth 


Government are being asked to supply | 


*% 


the particulars desired. 


ELECTORAL. 


Scrutiny oF INVALID VotrEes, TASMANIA— | 
INSTRUCTIONS TO RETURNING OFFICERS. 


Senator O'KEEFE asked the Minister 
representing the Minister for Home and 
Territories, wpon notice— 

Will he authorize the Returning Officer for 
Tasmania to cause to be assembled at Hobart, 


without delay, the invalid votes polled at the — 
Senate election on 13th December last, to he — 


_ scrutinized by any Senate candidate who so 


desires, in the presence of an officer of on De- 
partment? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The law requires 
that atthe conclusion of the scrutiny all 
bailot-papers used in a Senate election 


shall We sealed up by each Divisional Re- 


turning Officer concerned, and held by 


“him in safe custody pending ‘their ulti- 


mate destruction by direction of the 
Chief Electoral Officer acting under the 
uthority of the law. The parcels con- 
taining the ballot-papers cannot lawfully — 
be opened except for the purpose of an 
oficial recount made prior to the de- 
claration of the poll pursuant to section 
137 of the Commonwealth Electoral Act, — 
or by an Order of the Court of Dis- ~ 


puted Returns in connexion with pro- i 
ceedings before the Court. : 


Senator O’KEEFE. —Following | 
the reply to my question, I ask the Min- ie 
ister if the necessary steps to appeal LON 


the Court of Disputed Returns will be ~ 


taken to have the request contained | in a 
my question granted ? ! PO a) 
Senator Russery.—I ask the ieee 
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Senator O’KEEFE,—Surely the Min- 
ister does not i notice for _ that 
question ? 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—It is too late to give notice 
now. Questions arising out of answers to 
questions on notice are really questions 
without notice, and the time for asking 
such questions has now passed. 


Senator O’KEEFE asked the Minister 


representing the Minister for Home and 
Territories, wpom notece— 


Will he lay upon the table of the Senate a 
copy of the instructions issued by the Chief 
Electoral Officer to Returning: Officers through- 
out Australia as to the methods to be fol- 
lowed in counting and transferring votes for 


the election of senators on 13th December, 
1919? 
Senator RUSSELL.—In compliance 


with the honorable senator’s request, I 
now lay on the table a copy of memo- 
randa issued by the Chief Electoral 
Officer for the information and guidance 
of Divisional Returning Officers in’ con- 


nexion with the scrutiny of Senate 
ballot-papers. 
NAVY. | 
ADMIRAL JELLICOE’S REPORT ON NAVAL 
BASES. 
Senator GARDINER (for Senator 


Grant) asked the Minister representing 
the Prime Minister, wpon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that Admiral Jellicoe presented 
a report on Naval Bases in Australia to the 
Government? 

2. will the Government make this report 
available to senators? 

3. If not, why? 


Senator MILLEN.—The answers are— 


1, ¥es: 

2 and 3. The report is of a secret nature, 
but when it has been fully considered by the 
Government such portions as can be published 
will be made available. 


4 


PAPERS. 
The following papers were presented :— 


Arbitration (Public Service) Act.—Orders 
of the Commonwealth Court: of Concilia- 
tion and Arbitration, and. other documents, 

* im connexion with awards or variations of 
awards in the following cases :— 

Australian Commonwealth Post and 
Telegraph Officers Asso¢idtion—dated 
20th February, 1920. 
Commonwealth. Engine-drivers' and Fire- 
men’s Association of Australia—dated 
30th January, 1920. 
\ 
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Sessional Orders. 





Line’ Inspectors 


ary, 1920. 
Tiechoral--Memorandum 


relating ta ‘the 







Association--Cominem 4 i 
wealth of Australia—dated o0ul Janu- ‘ 


duties and functions of Divisional Return- — 
ing Officers in the conduct of the suid uL 


of Senate ballot- papers. | 


War Service Homes Act—Land acquired for 


War Service Hofhes purposes at— 
Cootamundra, New South Wales. 


Goulburn, New South Wales Cente noti- a 


fications). 
Newcastle, New South Wales © 


Wagea Wae ega, New South Wales (te : ath 


notifications i 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


Motion (by Senator ee agreed 


to— 


That two months’ leave of absence nev i 


x 


to Senator Guy, on the ground of ill-health, — 


SESSIONAL ORDERS. 


The following 
agreed to (on 
Mitten ) -— Se, 


Days anp Howrs or Mrserine. 


That the days of meeting of the Senate dur: ; 


ing the present session, unless otherwise 


unless otherwise ordered, be 3 o’clock in .the 


afternoon of Wednesday and Thursday, and — re 


11 o’clock in the forenoon of Friday. 


SUSPENSION OF SITTINGS.. 


That during the present session, 
otherwise ordered, the sittings of the Senate, 


or of a Committee of the whole Senate, on ~ 
sus- 
pended from 6.30 p.m. to 8 p.m., and on oy 


sitting days other than Fridays, be 


days from 1 p.m. to 2.30 p.m. 
ADJOURNMENT ON Frmays. — ~ 
That during the present session, 


Senate do now adjourn, which question shall 
not be open to debate; 


manner put the question, That he do Jeave the 


chair and report. to the Senate; and upon such 


report being’ made the President . shall forth- 


ait 


unless 


unless — 
otherwise ordered, at 4 o’clock p.m. on Fridays an 
the President shall put the question, That the — 


if the Senate be in Com- — i Og 
mittee at that hour, tie Chairman shall in like : 


sessional orders were 
motion by Senator — 


es 


ie 


ordered, be Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
of each week; and that the hour of meeting, — 


with put the question, That. the’ Senate do’ now i BY Ii, ans 


adjourn, which question shall not be open ih 
debate. 

Provided that if the Senate, 
mittee, be in division at the time named, the — 
President or’ the Chairman shall not put. the 


or the Gane? 1a 










questiow referred to until’ the result of such — a 


division has been declared; and if the business — r 


under discussion shall ndt have been disposed 
of at such adjournment, it shall appear on Bel 
business-paper for the next Site day ian 







































































present ‘session, unless: otherwise 
ay yernment, business | shall take pre- 
of all other business on the notice- 
ept questions and formal motions, 


Government business on Thursday 
iter 8 p.m.; and that, unless otherwise or- 
le ed, pr vate Orders of the Day take pre- 
ence of private notices of- motion on alter- 


-ES SIONAL COMMITTEES. , 
a Th > following Sessional Commiitees 
La ointed (on ‘motion aes Senator 











; bes Foll, Canine 
ll, O’Keefe, aut Earle, with power to 
ig the recess, and to. confer with a 
Committee of the House a ca al a 


A oneE Cases: SNe a 


_ President, Senators Bakhap, Buzacott, 
O’Loghlin, Needham, and Rowell, with 
tu act during the recess, and to confer or 
joint Committee with a similar Com- 
mi ee et the House of Representatives, 


a) 
ioe. Raa Conacrree. ‘ 


f as 
tee of the House of Representativer 
- Pamerine ComMITTEE. == 


a “haha _ Grant, mG Newland, 


| peas SPEECH: 
)DRESS-IN-REPLY. 


esumed from ae FE Biante 


beets to * our Most hus 
_ to thank Your Excellency for 
hich thy have been pleased to 


A 


: aoe n view of. the crowded 
uink I should offer ree 
ab 








on ey cddonaiy’® pes a s Briday 


t that private business take pre-— 


(New South.’ 


unavoidable absence of ‘thus cece, is Wy igh, 





oe Grant, abe secured the adjourn- 


ment of the dannie 


‘I desire, briefly, to 


address myself to the proposals put be-— 
fore us by the Government in His Ex- _ 


-eellency the Governor-General’s Speech, 
which wé are now discussing. T cannot 


“refrain from thanking Senator Lynch, the 


mover of the motion, for the kind man- 


ner in which he referred to me, and I 


trust that temper will be preserved. 
‘During the recent campaign, one of the 


‘ things that worried me most was the fact a 


that a railway strike prevented me from 
visiting Western Australia to enjoy the 


dip in the Swan River which the honor- 


able senator promised me on one oceasion. 


Senator Lynch now appears to be ina _ 
different frame of mind, and I am quite i 


prepared to meet him half way. 


Senator Minten.—I would not be too 
certain about that. + 


Senator GARDINER.—From the re- 


marks of Senator Lynch, his opinion of _ 
me has somewhat altered, and I cordially | 


reciprocate the kind things he has said. | 
Coming back to the Governor-General’s 


Speech, I think it can be said that there — 


is not much in it. Those important items 
of policy that should have been included 


- have been omitted. So far as I can see, 


there is not one word in the Speech % 
show that it is the intention of the 


vernment to give the primary Beebe: 


of this country a.fair price for their pro- — 


luce. 
Vice-Regal utterance about granting a 
rebate of at least 1s. per bushel to the 
farmers of this country out of the freights 
_—the. exorbitant, " extortionate, and 
profiteering freights—charged by 
_ Government for the carriage of wheat 
upon Commonwealth vets These 
are the things which affect the pro- 
ducers, 
called upon to consider. 


Wheat, which 


used to be carried in pre-war days at from 


62d. to 10d. per bushel, has recently been 


carried by Commonwealth vessels at more _ 
During the past — 
four years the farmers of Australia have 


than 4s. per bushel. . 


There is not one word in the _ 


the — 


and hich Parliament should be | 


— 


experienced a most distressing period ois 
drought——one of the worst droughts with- _ 
in my recollection—and yet the Govern- _ 


ment, who have exacted from them eight 


times as much as it used to cost for the ad 


carriage of their produce, have not of- 
fered them a. pete out of the muety 


ee: 


ws 
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if 


Senator Earte.—The bila nommeeied 


vessels carried wheat for about 30 per 
“cent. less than was charged by private 
shipping companies. 


Senator GARDINER.—That is not so. 


Tt is characteristic of the one-time Pre- 
_ mier of Tasmania (Senator Karle) that he 
does not hesitate to make statements 
which lack even the slightest foundation. 
No man can speak in this chamber with- 
out having a knowledge of what this Go- 
vernment have charged for the carriage 
of wheat. In reply to questions put to 


him by me, the Minister in charge of this: 


particular business (Senator Russell) 
admitted that the . Government 
carrying wheat at 150s. per ton as 
against the charge of 32s. 6d. per 
ton in pre-war days. As a matter of 
fact, it was the action of the Govern- 
ment in breaking away from the blue- 
book rate, settled by Great Britain, which 
gave private shipping companies the op- 
portunity of carrying wheat at higher 
prices. The British Government, in their 
blue-book had fixed the charge for carry- 
ing wheat at 1s: 104d.-per bushel, and it 
was only when our own profiteering Go- 
vernment, from a desire to pose as a Go- 
vernment which had made a_ splendid 
bargain in purchasing the Commonwealth 
line of steamers, increased the freight to 
4s., and thus paid for those ships in two 
years, that the. private wheat carriers 
were enabled also to fleece the Australian 
farmer. 

I come now to the question of wool. 
The Australian wool-grower, small and 
Jarge, 1s under an arrangement with 
the Government to accept 1s. 34d. per 
pound for his wool. Yet we know that 
Australian wool has been sold openly in 
the British market for from 6s, per 
pound upwards. The Minister who 
controls this business in Great Britain 
has himself pointed out that the 
sale of our wool at a flat rate is not fair 


to the Australian farmer, who is entitled . 


to participate in any increased price ob- 
tained for his woo', and to share that in- 
crease with the British Government. Why 
should the Australian farmer share the 
value of his produce, with the British Go- 
vernment ? 

Senator Rowr.i.i.—The 
-wool-crowers are very well satisfied with 
their bargain. 

Senator GARDINER.—I know that, 
otherwise they would not have caused 
this side of the Senate chamber to be- 
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come so full. 


were 
has no facts, 


say that any man who has watched what 


Australian. 


tie i is 






But thes are aie “be ; ya 
cause they have never had the facts put 
before them, and because honorable sena- 
tors opposite are part and parcel of the — 
machinery which is intended to prevent 
them from learning the facts. : 
Senator Mirten.—The honorable sen 
tor is not supplying the deficiency. — | 
Senator GARDINER.—I am going | to. ne 
do so, and if the Minister for Repatria- — A 
tion will deny that Australian wool ae 
realized from 6s, per pound upwards in| 
the open British market, I invite him’ to 
bring forward hig facts. If he fails to 
accept my challenge, it is obvious that ee! 
or that he wishes to keep _ 
people in ignorance of them. IT repeat 
that two years ago Australian wool was : 
sold by the British Government, upon 
which enormous profits were made. Thor 
two years those profits have failed a 
reach the wool-grower in this country. 
Senator Rerp.—That is why the set 
teralists are so poor, oa 
' Senator GARDINER. a far as” the 
pastoralists are concerned, I venture to 


















they have gone through during the past 
two years will recognise that they are 
entitled to all they have earned, and that 
they ought not to be called upon to share 
it with the British Government or with “ 
any other Government. It would be a 
good, safe, sound business proposition for ; 
the Government to estimate the amount : 
to which our producers are entitled by 
reason of. the sale of their pro 
abroad, and to pay it to'them in Peal ia 
Senator RowEtu.—Does the honorable a 
senator desire the price of beets ve 
up to 1s. per loaf? i i’, 
Senator GARDINER. —Why, chat ty wa j 
loaf in London is not costing a ‘shilling a 
at the present time. . i 
Senator Muitipy.—Because 
State subsidy. ie 4 
Senator GARDINER. sie ‘ne 
loaf here costs more than 1s.) 
Senator Pearce.—Bread in ae 
nearly twice the price that it is here, 
Senator GARDINER.—I say that p 
day bread is selling in London cheaper 
than it is in Sydney. ih | 
Senator Prarce.—That statement is. i 
absolutely incorrect. 


Senator EARLE. eee is it cheaper : 
London f ye ae 








of Mathes! 













































36 ee one ne left England 


+ GARDIN ER an made the 
“ Pe aa that bread to-day 


tnayt * 

Sen tor GARDINER.—It is a little 
nore 
Se tor Peoria. The i atieutte sena- 
or forgets that the price in Britain is 
Boone by the sas aang subsidy. 


that if sufficient wheat had been 
in Australia for our own require- 
by instead of the’ friends of the ro: 


“ee of Hie fiistepan’ there tot oe 
been no dear bread here to-day. What 
is the position in regard to Australian 
at_ and wool? Wool 1s being sold in 


: all the wool of good 
Yet. the Australian farmer gets 


Peak: ta Plus half the 
. of ise increase on the resale. 
~~ GARDINER.+1 will deal 


Sih to be ectactie fair. it 
ie years since some of this wool 
, but our wool-growers have not 
eceived. their share of the increased 


n ree to A ala fe ‘of, their 












nes it has gone up. At any rate, I- 


. oe GARDINER Most of fas 


i highs for two years for a. 


VAS, 


member of the other House, and repre- 
- sents one of the biggest. financial interest 
| an Australien fact, I do 7 





the aretutle senator voz ce his: view Ye 


Hat, 


Senator BaxHap.—The fact that they 
have been waiting two years for a settle- 
ment has nothing to do with the Corer 
ment. 

Senator GARDINER.—Of course not. 
If the honorable senator’s remark is 
likely to hurt the Government, irae 
he is sorry that he made it. t is a dis- 
grace to Ministers that the miners of this 
country should be kept waiting two years 
for payment for their produce. If the 
Government are aware that that produce 
has been sold at extraordinary prices, 


surely now is the time for them to grant 
our producers assistance which is urgent- 


ly needed. What is the cause of this de- 
lay? Why are one and a haif million 
bales of wool held in Sydney to-day by 
the British Government? Why is_ this 
wool not sold? Is ‘it because the Go- 
vernment desire that the farmers, in com- 
mon with the rest of the community, 


shall be afforded an opportunity of pay- 


ing the British manufacturers high prices. 
for their tweeds? The Government took 
very goce care to allow our Australian 
woollen mills to be supplied with wool at 
3d. per lb., but they have utterly 
failed to prevent the price of a suit of 
clothes being inflated to double its pre- 
war value. Further, in the warehouses 
of Australia to-day, there are millions of 
bales. of wool. The wor'd’s woollen 
manufacturers are waiting for it, but in 
order to enable cémbines to obtain in- 
flated prices for it the Government allow 
it to remain here. 

Senator p—E Larcrze.— Why does not the 
honcrable senator provide us with ships? 

Senator GARDINER.—Let Australia 
become what she is entitled to become, 
namely, the world’s wool market. and the 
requisite ships will soon be provided. 
Senator Mititen.—The Wool Commit- 
tee is urging that the Imperial authori- 
ties should not throw the wool too pre- 
cipitately on the market at present. 


Senator GARDINER.—I have notthe — 
slightest, doubt that they are urging it. 


Senator EARLE. Teaco are the Wool 


. Committee ? 


Senator GARDINER.—They will be _ 
men like Mr, Falkiner, a director of the _ 
Bank of New South Wales, who Was & 


y 


scrambling for advantages, 


~ 
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where the interests of those men begin or 


end. 


Senator Eartz.—He is also a wool- 
grower. 

Senator GARDINER.—He is, but the 
small wool-grower with his small flock 
has been at his wits’ end for two 
years for his money. The sovereign 
of twelve months ago, 
will be worth 10 sovereigns in five 
years’ time, but he is bemg kept out 
of his money by this Government, or ‘by 
the Committees appointed by this Go- 
vernment, and by their ineptitude for 
business. Why is Australia, the country 
that produces. the world’s best wool, 
denied that market at the present time? 
Why is none of tts wool scold in the open 
market in Australia? | Why are buyers 
prevented from coming here? 

Senator MiiLun.—-Because you, or the 
Government of which you were a mem- 


ber, made an agreement to sell it all to . 


the British Government. 

Senator GARDINER.—The. Govern- 
ment of which [ was a member made no 
such agreement. _ 

Senator Prarren.—-The scheme started 
in your time. 

Senator GARDINER.—Of course,’ as 
we started many good schemes, which, if 
we had remained in office, we would have 
administered properly. {[ am complain- 
ing, not of the schemes, but of their ad- 
ministraticu. Does the honorable senator 
think we would’ not have had. enough 
sense to keep sufficient wheat here, for 
instance, to feed our own people? 

Senator, Minten.—You-~said just how 
that there was any amount of wool here. 
- Senator GARDINER.—The_ world’s 
wool is being sold in the British market, 
and Australia, the country that produces 
the best wool, has no wool market. \The 
war being over, and all the’ countries 
Australia is 
shut out by this Government. 

Senator Baxnar.—Australia developed 
wool markets only very recently. 

Senator GARDINER.—The Australian 
wool markets have for very many years 
been ot considerable importance to the 
people who desire wool. 

Senator Baxuap.—Only within very re- 
cent years. London used always to be 


‘the wool market until lately. 


Senator GARDINER.—We have only 
to take the record for the last twenty- 
five years of the wool sold in Australia 
to realize what an important thing 1t.has 
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or of to-day, - 


‘he sell wool to any buyer with the con- | 
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been to Australia to have this great staple heey 
product sold in Austrahan markets. What 
is happening with regard to this Govern 


ament " 


Senator Senror.—They have got, back 
to power. aa VN 
Senator GARDINER. —They ieee 
and they will remain in power. Seme 
honorable senators believe that by merely — 
petting enough votes to enable them to 

remain in power. the Government are 
doing the right thing. All I haveto say 
is that, so: far as this transaction wiil rob 
Australia of its natural opportunity ito) 
have its own wool market, that of itself 
should condemn this Government in the 
eves of all sensible people. my 
Senator Earte.—Would the ioaheable 
senator sell. the wool to Germany Bhat oc is 
way? ee 
Socatak GARDINER.—That. ig the Hes 
sort cf thing on which honorable senators 
opposite won their election. Let me tell’ 
the honorable senator what this Govern- 
ment has dene. It has sold the weol to 
the British Government, and the shawn) | 
Government has re-sold it through ope Nant 
sales in Antwerp. 
Senatcr Mitten.—Who made the sale 
to the British Government? | 
Senator GARDINER. —The paseeeten 
senator's’ Government, 
Senator Mirien.—The Government of 
which you were a member. Ky 
Senator GARDINER.—TI do not Bes) 
to haggte about it, but I think the phonon | : 
able seiator will find that his Govern-  ° a 
ment must take the responsibility. ie 
Senator Earne.—lIf we sold more Ait oe 


_in the Empire we would be all the better. ~ le 


Senator GARDINER.—My complaint — vid 
is not against selling to the British Go- e 
vernment. Jt is that, the war being — 
over, Australia is entitled to its own ha 
markets and to all the. advantages eat ba 
its produce. The honorable senator pokes. yA, 
if I would sell the wool to Germany. — te me 
May I ask him in return if he would pre- — 
vent any of it going to Germany? Would — 











dition, that 1t must not go to Germany ? 
honorable senator knows that he 
would do nothing of the kind. He cannot 
do it. Moreover, the honorable senator Was i 
shuts his eyes when Britain is ne LO Wi 
pean | He is not aware of it. ae 1 


mers at 1s. 33d. per ‘lb., » isis 
Germany at 10s., and our farmer ioe be mane 














MMe 


’ Governor-General’ Spe: 
ee oc per i by the bargain, but 
_ Senator Earle, in his loyalty, would not 
sell. direct to Germany. The: Governor- 
i -General’s Speech congratulates us on the 
fact that the war is over and peace has 
Le I would like to ask the 
y , Government whether the war is over, so 
' far ag they are concerned, or whether 
a they are still waging war against the 

y? If the Government think it 
~ well: iy put into the mouth of the repre- 
‘sentative of His Majesty a stabement that 


them if they have really established, or 
done their best to establish, the peaceful 
conditions that obtained prior to 1914? I 
do not think they have, nor do I think 
they intend to. While British interests 
_ take precedence over Australian interests, 
the Government donot care a stap 
where the Australian farmers’ wool 1s 
sold, er whether German’or other looms 
are’ ‘manufacturing it. All they care is 
ee that British buyers and British manu- 
Ki  faeturers should have the whole of the 
- profits. 
Senator Mitien.—All this flows from 
i an agreement to which you were a: party. 
Senator GARDINER.—Of course, we 
one entered into an agreement, which we have 
- carried out properly in the interests. of 
the producers. Unfortunately it. fell 
into the hands of a Government that» has 
-earred it out in the interests of the Com- 
_ bines. We entered into an agreement for 
war time; the Government are spreading 
it. into peace time. That makes all the 
difference in the world. The sooner the 
Government restore Australian: markets 
for ‘Australian produce the better. If 
they say, ‘“ We have no ships,” let them 
D at that million and a spe bales of wool 























Dest 
mh with advantage and profit to Australia. 
[ will Z0 further, and urge the Govern- 
; ment © ask the ‘British Government to 


Inagnitade of Australia’s nn dentate. 
and financial responsibilities. I would 
immediately put the case before the 
British Government in that light; there 
‘ _ooauang dishonourable about it. They 
have: made millions upon millions of 
money “out of our wool over and’ above 
t they paid for it, and we here, a few 
ple: i in a sparsely populated country, 
struggling under a burden of debt 
sae which I admit that we 
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we are again at peace, it is as well to ask. 
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willingly brought. upon ourselves. If 
the Government put Australia first, their 
duty would be to ask the British Govern- 
ment at once to cancel the contract, and 
permit Australia to return to Herma! con: . 
ditions immediately. If that were done, 
there would be no trouble about financing 
the soldiers’ gratuities, and. there would 
be no difficulty in meeting all those big 
problems that we have in hand. 

“Senator Mrtren.—How could you in- 
sure that that money, which belongs to 
the wool-growers, would be available for 
Government uses ? 

Senator GARDINER.—If ‘the wool- 
grower is getting £20 for every bale of 
wool under present conditions, and if 
from the same bale’sold in open market 
he gets £120, and that applies to all the 
growers in this country, with their mil- 
lions of bales, there will be an ample 
fund in this country that we can draw 
from. I do not suggest that we should 
rob the wool-grower, but if Australian 
wool producers occupied first place in this 
matter, millions of pounds would be 
packed into the banks of this country for 
developmental purposes. -There would 
be an increase of wealth to the extent of. 


£50,000,000 or £60,000,000 over and 
above what the wool-growers will ob- 


tain under the existing arrangements 
from the wool at present in the ware- 
houses. This course is one which the 
Government could reasonably demand. 
They could point out to the British Go- 
vernment that, the war being over, and 
that having made magnificent profits out 
of Australian wool during the war period, 


.the contract. might be cancelled. 


Senator pe Larcre.—There would be 
a big slump in the price of wool then. 
Senator GARDINER.—tThe honorable 


eto come fom all aa of the world “ oe aes OF a 


say there is room for a big slump in wool 
prices. 

Senator Baxnar.—The arrangement 
with the British Government will cease 
at an early date, anyhow, 

Senator GARDINER.—I realize that 
it will, but. I am pointing out the loss 
that will be sustained by the Australian 
wool-growers before the present arrange-- 
ment comes to an end, and | want them 
to get something of their own without 
waiting for next. season’s clip. 

Senator Baknarp.—You know that. be+ 


‘fore now men have incurred losses throtigh 


carrying out agreements, but neverthe: 
less he are expected to carry. them out. 
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Senator GARDINER.—I know that 
Australia will carry out her agreement, 
irrespective of what she loses, but I say 
it would not be beneath the dignity of 
this Governmentto ask for the cancella- 
tion of the agreement with the Imperial 
Government. I-think, also, that the Im- 
perial Government might well be ex- 
pected to agree to this course. They 
know their own financial difficulties, and 
with their knowledge of our sparse popu- 
lation, they must know ours. I repeat 
that if the agreement were cancelled the 


sale of wool at present in our | ware- 
houses would realize an - additional 
amount of from £50,000,000 .to 


£100,000,000 to the wool-growers of 
Australia. We have to realize that al- 
ready there has been a sacrifice of more 
than half the values, the British Govern- 
ment taking more than 50 per cent. of 
the profit on the re-sale of our wool. 
Even from the scant. information we have, 
we know that those profits have been 
enormous; that they run into tens of mil- 
liens of pounds. With the condition of 
things at present obtaining here, it is the 
duty of this Government, in the interests 
of our wool-growers, to point out the 
facts and ask the Imperial Government 
for the cancellation of the contract. 


Senator Rowritit.—How could you 
manage that? The wool has been paid 
for. 


Senator GARDINER.—That may be 
quite true, but the strangest thing about 
the matter is that the Australian pro- 
ducer has not heen paid for his wool, 


Senater RowrE.tu.—Yes, he has. 


Senator GARDINER.—He has been 


paid at a price fixed by some one who 
had nothing to do with growing it. I 
have here a short cable dealing with 
wool profiteering in Great Britan, which 
T shali read for the information of hon. 
orable senators :— 


WOOL PROFITEERING. 
GOVERNMENT DENOUNCED. 
Australia’s Great Loss. 
London, 24th January. 
In’ the House. of Commons, | Mr.’ H.. T. 
Mackinder, of Bradford, denounced the  pro- 
fiteering in wool, and declared that the Go- 
vernment had made over £60,000,000.. profit 
on its transaction. Last year the Government 
paid Australia and New Zealand £64,500,000 
for wool, which at auction fetched 100 per 
cent. above the prices of the previous twelve 
months, yet the Government had paid no more 
since March. 


[SENATE.] 


The Government holds 





1,450,000 bales, 


1,000,000 of which were sold to the, inghest cee 


bidder. 
Mr. Mackinder pointed out that one firm's 


profits averaged £8,500. before the war, yet the my 


profit for last year reached £37,900. 


That refers. to profiteering by the British | 
Government in Australian wool, and all — 
I am now asking is that the contract en- \ 


tered into during war time for the bene- 
fit. of Great Britain should now be can- 


celled in the interests of the Australian | 


wool-growers. 


Senator Senror.—But did not pte 


tralia also benefit from that arrangement ? 


Senator GARDINER.—1 really can- 
not account for the stupidity of sueh an in- 


terjection. 
ment, the 


By entering into the agree- 
Australian 


wool-growers’ — 


interests were sacrificed for the benefit OE 


Great Britain. 
Senator 
benefit of Australia at a critical juncture. 


Senror.—But also for as 


Senator GARDINER.—Had the ee 


tralian wocl been sold in the open mar- 


ket, every pound of it could have been a 
disposed of at an enormous advance in 
price, and ships would have come to Aus- 


tralia for it. 


Senator Srnror.—How would buyers 4 


have got the clip away? 


GARDINER.—The 


Senator 


cloth 


manufacturers of the whole world were 


on the alert for raw material, and Ps eu 


would have been ayailable. 
Senator Srnror.—At that time? 
Senator GARDINER.—Yes, 


America had a fleet of ships available. 


Senator Baxuap.—But we cannot get oy 


ships to lift our apples even now. 


Senator GARDINER.—1 find it dif | 
cult to argue with an honorable senator ~ 


at. daab en 
time perhaps more than at any other. 


who makes a comparison between apples han) 
and wool, though I admit that both are ~~ 


erown to perfection in the State from 
He speaks of the diffi- 
culty in getting ships for the few cases of 
apples that are grown in the Island State. 
honorable 
senator’s sense of proportion is very much Be 


which he comes. 


Senator Baxnap.— The 


askew, I am afraid. 


Senator GARDINER hens aioe, 


that had we sold our wool in the open 


market during war time, the Australian 
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auld fac. Ae found i lift 
was then the one thing needful 


0 ies in weit never pro- 
d before. The 
ers willingly consented to make the 
rific ne. now that the war is over, 


nsidered. The ou, of this Go- 



































in 
a oe wie before I 
hat they meant. I now realize 


all of those who. referred 
aré~ British a 
naturally follows that, 
r ody \who is not pro- Britieh § is 
sty have exploited the word 
a) ” tor their own uses. I notice 


y 
“disloyal 


eleom a "His, Raval Thightow the 

Fince \ of Wales, 

- Australia, and I would like to 

2 “ disloyal ” 

»f the community to join them, 
: loyalty the 

oe only one party in Austra- 


‘DE Tsar —Ask honorable 
n that side. | NE, 
r GARDINER—As far as we 


ed—and [I shall soon be able 
r my own party—we have cor- 
rpreted the meaning of. the 
alty.” Some honorable sena- 
e, in their. conception of 
a first, and Ui that 
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: interests, of 
s be considered. he aa 
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Australian wool- 


Si that we onion: ae 


tion campaign ; 


who will shortly be. 


‘a murderer. 


Australian Government. | 
Commission to Russia to find out exactly — 
how things stood there. | CN 
the ener of pet Commission ae a 
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face to oh aa we aveiae every. one... 
who puts Australia first has been branded 


by gentlemen opposite as disloyal. In 


ganda they declared that they alone had 


ae exclusive right to be classed as loyal- 


ists. They are welcome to that, but I ask 
them to postpone this campaign until 
the visit of the Prince of Wales is over. 
I think it would be wise to do so, becaus 
we have to realize that, so far as parties 
are concerned, 
divided, and the party opposite will not 
be doing much for the country if they 
make expressions of loyalty to the people 
the exclusive privilege of the N mand 
party, and that for purely political and 
parliamentary purposes. Honorable 
senators opposite had no big broad ideas 
of loyalty to the Empire during the elec- 
their only idea ‘was. to 
win their seats, and that they succeeded 
in doing. I am glad that the laugh with 
which my remarks have been received 
justifies my statement. , 

I propose to make a nt reply to an- 
other of the electioneering moves of the 
party opposite. During the last five 
years honorable senators on this side have 
been maliciously and falsely branded as 
pro-Germans by honorable senators op- 
posite. We have been branded as Sinn 
Feinners, and I may say that if L were 
in Ireland 1 think I should be a Sinn 
Feinner. We have been, branded as anar- 
chists, as Socialists, and lastly as Bolshe- 
viks. J have here a little pamphlet con- 


the Fede of their electioneering propa- | ‘ 


4 


the country is equally 


taining the report of the Bullitt Commis- | 


sion as placed before the United States 
of America Senate Committee. The 
pamphlet may be obtained at Andrade’s, 
in Bourke-street. 


ing statement :— 


Typographical errors and. inconsistencies are 
due to a strict following of Government Print: 


ing Office typography. 


I find in it the follow- — 





We have been branded with all hse 


names, and people have been led to be- 


lieve that to call an Australian a Bolshe- “ 
vik is merely a polite way of calling him — 
The American Government — 


appear to do these things better than the. 


They sent a > 

















Those who read 
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opinion from that which they hold now 
_as to what the Bolsheviks are in Russia, 
and what they have been doing. | 

Senator O’Logurin.—It is said now 
that they are very decent people. 

Senator GARDINER.—I might, under 
the old Standing Orders, have wearied 
the Senate by quotations from this pam- 


phlet, but I do not wish to do so under, 


the new Standing Orders. I refer to the 
pamphlet in the hope that honorable 
senators will be induced to read it, and 
that persons outside will also read it, to 
get some idea of what is really taking 
place in Russia. 

Senator Forr.—What shave Russian 
affairs to do. with Australia? | 


Senator GARDINER,.—That is what 
I have always wondered when the honor- 
able senator has been calling us Bolshe- 
viks. Now that the elections are over, 
we ought not to answer honorable sena- 
tors opposite, but should let their miser- 
able falsehoods and insinuations pass un- 
challenged. What on earth have Russian 
affairs to do with Australia? By a sys 
tem of suppression the press belongs to 
the party opposite, and is not entitled to 
speak for Australia. 


Senator Baxuap. — The honorable 
senator’s party~has a pretty hot press of 
its (own. 


Senator GARDINER.—We have; and 
our press bears on its face the fact that 
it 1s our own, and speaks for us. It.does 
“not pose in the guise of a public press, 
and pretend to express public views 
while it belongs to the party opposite. 

Senator Baxnap.—I want no better 
electoral ammunition than I can get at 
any time from the press supporting the 
honorable senator’s party. 

Senator GARDINER.—No doubt, any 
kind of ammunition will suit Senator 
Bakhap. So far as terming us Bolshe- 
viks is concerned, it is only in keeping 
with the practice which the party oppo- 
site have followed of making use of every 
new word and discreditable phrase to at- 
tach odium to the party on this side since 
ever it has béen a party. I am now only 
answering the latest of these moves in 
terming us Bolsheviks. I understand that 
“bolshevik’’? means the majority, just 
as on the contrary ‘‘ menshevik, ”? means 
the minority. The majority in Russia 


have obtained the power to govern the 


eountry, and have put out of existence 


[SENATE.] 


were killed in the revolution. 
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the most cruel and anes Govern } 
ment that ever existed. — iy 

Senator Prarce.—Does the ‘noxteeanlae - 
senator refer to. the Kerensky _Govern- 
ment ? bias 
Senator GARDINER.—No; its forma-- 
tion was a part of the revolution. wey 

Senator Pzarcr.—The Bolsheviks put ~ 
out the Kerensky Government, and it ~ 
was the Kerensky Government, “and not | 
the Bolsheviks, who deposed the Czar. 

Senator Farrparry.—Did they murder 
any one? ens 
_ Senator GARDINER.—A few people — 

I shall 
quote something dealing with that aspect 

of the matter. It is as well to remember > — 
that the deaths due to the revolution were — 
according to the American Commission, ~ 
less than 5,000, whilst one of the anti- 
revolutionary generals, Mannerheim, mas- 
sacred more than 12,000 im one district. 
There was death and bloodshed i in Russia, 

but. the chief part of it was due to the 
present Federal Government and their 
Allies, who sent Australian soldiers to § - 
Russia to try to put the Czar back on 
the throne. They tried to reinstate in | 
Russia the awful condition of things that 


obtained there, *I suppose, during jtite 


whole of our previous recollection. patie 
Senator Prarce.—That is aheslece yey 
imeorrect. | Paeih 
Senator GARDINER.—Does the Min- — 
ister for Defence say that he never gave 
permission to Australian soldiers to go to. — 
Russia, and did not enter into an agree- 
ment. with the British Government to 
take them there? ~ ee 
Senator Prarce.—We did not. We* — 
never sent Australian soldiers to Russia. = 
Senator, GARDINER.—I prefer to - — 
take the word of men who aia’: come back iG, ® 
from Russia. ay 
Senator Puarce. hee were dis- 
charged in England, and went to Russia Me. 
on their own responsibility. one 
Senator GARDINER.—I am ~VOry 
glad that the Minister for Defence re- 
pudiates Great Britain in this transaction. died) 
Senator Mirien.—He repudiates the Sion 
honorable senator’s statement. Bre! 
Senator GARDINER.—There is no 
shutting our eyes to the fact that a num- | 
ber of Australians, by arrangement with | 
Australian authorities in Great ‘Britain, 
were permitted to go to Russia, and we i 
know that’the purpose was to. sole shee iy te a 
os 








Czar upon the throne. 





= 











Menauee: Be yeee. —The . fact: igi abso- 
lutely not so. 
sent to Russia. 
Senator GARDINER. “The Minister 
for Defence has recently returned from 
_ the diplomatic centre, but he was, always 
\ am artist, at mis- stating facts. I am re- 
minded that this is the- first time I have 
been’ face to face with him since he went 
_ to Great Britain, and let me recall the 
es fack that he is the man who stood on the 
floor of this chamber, and, in answer to 
ao question after question which I put to 
hima, repudiated the statement that he 
was going to Great’ Britain. 
Senator Prarce.—At that time the re- 
' ptidiation was true. The honorable sena- 
a ter was cowardly enough in my absence 
ne to try to bring that matter up when I 
hed no opportunity to reply. 
Senator GARDINER.—I am bringing 

oyit. up now so that the honorable senator 

ae have an opportunity to reply: 

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
. Givens ).—Order! 
Senator GARDINER.—Who is ‘being 

, 7 cae to-order, myself or the Minister 
for Defence? 
the (PRESIDENT.—No. I have 
ae various sounds coming from the 
» galeries. This is contrary to all parha- 
i; mentary practice and procedure, and 
- eannot be permitted. . If it oceurs i ccagtee 
I shall clear the galleries. 5 
aie eet Ss eager —I otal) speak 














Som ainisten, for Dedencs was referring 
to the incident that took place before he 
a ent to Britain. He denied on the floor 
oft this chamber that he was going to 
uti Great: Britain. 

pt _ Senator Prarcn.—At ee time. 

. Senator GARDINER.—A few minutess 
| Shatore the Senate rose, he made a state- 
ent to honorable senator that he was 
LN ce 
‘eh ecision — ene been 
. wntime. 













Government's 
in the 


ae _-The 
come to 


te he of Berths, and that sort of chide: 
was” only in anticipation of the Govern- 


scoot s decision. 





orable. senator asked the question, he. 
was given a correct, reply. m8 

an tor GARDINER.—I am using 

lon orable senator’s denial on that. 





¥ hoe, am) Wi Yr 


No Australian soldier was. 


i eae Prearce.—At. the ae the: 


AT LC EES apt at ty 
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ey, 
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occasion as evidence of the value of his 


denial now of the statement that Aus- 
tralian soldiers were not, by arrangement 
with the Australian Government and the 
Imperial Government in Great Britain, 


sent to participate in the campaign in — 


Russia. 

Senator PEARCE. Both denials were 
true. 

Senator GARDIN ER. —I]t, is ‘true that 
Australian soldiers went to Russia, and 
went in soma numbers, though I am 
very glad that my countrymen did not 
go there as a body. 

Senator PEARCE omens their 
sponsibility. 

Senator GARDINER.—They 
paid by Great Britain, 
them to enlist for that 
given by Senator Pearce. 

‘Senator Prarce.—That is 
They did not need my sanction, or that 
of any one else. . 

Senator GARDINER.—Does the hon- 
orable senator mean to te:] me that our 
soldiers in Great Britain at the time 


Own . re- 


were 
and sanction for 
campaign was 


dared to enlist for another expedition 
without his authority ? 
Senator Prarce. —~ Any Australian 


soldier was entitled to get his discharge 


in the United Kingdom at his own re- 
quest. If he did so, he was then a free 
citizen, and might do what he liked. 

Senator GARDINER.—And the hon- 
orable senator facilitated the discharges 
of those men to a greater extent than he 
did the discharge of others who desired 
to return to pacific occupations in -Aus- 
tralia. 

Senator F Behe tet referred to the num- 
ber of deaths that took place in Russia. 
It is quite true that a revolution cannot 
take place without some deaths. 

Senator Baxyuar.—What about blood- 
less revolutions ? 

Senator GARDINER.—That is cat 
we are going to have in this country. 

Senator Fort.—There was no bloodshed 
in the Portuguese revolution. 

Senator GARDINER.—My honorable 
friend can speak for his own country. 

Senator Forr.—The honorable senator 
is speaking for Woolloomooloo. 

Senator GARDINER.—I am, and I am 
proud of it. I venture to say. there are 
quite as. decent citizens in Woolloomooloo 
as there are in Portugal. I am rather 








proud of Woolloomooloo, where I received: _ A 


_ 88 


not so. 


eae ti 
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a great number of votes. I am elad that 
IT have been sent here to represent them, 
because they be ong to just the class that 
needs representation here. 

I wanted to refer to the number of per- 
sons slaughtered in Russia, and 1 remind 
honorable senators that [ quote from a re- 
port of an American Commission, and 
“not of persons tavorable to Bolshevism. 
They were not even Socialists. 
were gentlemen selected because of their 
capacity to investigate conditions in Rus- 
sia. Here is one statement they make 
with regard to the conclusions they arrive 
atc 

No Government say the Socialist Govern- 
ment can be set up in Russia to-day except by 
foreign bayonets, and any Government so set 
up will fati the moment such support is with- 
drawn. The Lenin wing of the Communist 
party is to-day as moderate as any Socialist 
Government which can control Russia. 

Senator Mirten.—That is a 
dubious statement. 

Senator bakuap.—Why were American 
troops sent to Hastern Siberia? Was it 
to encourage Bolshevists ? 

Senator GARDINER.—They were sent 
to Siberia in accordance with Allied 
agreements. Possibly the 
senator will find that the Americans had 
not then discovered that the purpose was 
to replace the Czar upon the throne, be- 
cause they lave since been engaged in 
pacific trading with Russia. 

Senator Bakuap.—Not one per cent. cf 
civilized humanity is in favour of re- 
placing the Czar upon the throne. 
Senator GARDINER. — Why were 
those troops sent to Russia if it were not 
for that purpose? 

Senator Baxnar.— Because of the 
Allied international opinion of Bol- 
shevism. 

Senator GARDINER.—That is an ab- 
sulutely false opinion. I am quoting 
from the report of the American Com- 
mission to show that, in their opinion, 
there are no grounds for such a view, and 
that the revolution in Russia was con- 
ducted without unnecessary brutalities or 
bloodshed. and to show, also, that we in 
Australia have been kept in ignorance of 
the facts by the maliciously false state- 
ments published by the press that sup- 
ports the party opposite. 

Senator Baxnap.—Does the hunorable 
senator set himself up as a defender of 


very 


_ the Bolshevist system ? 


SEE Seeman Say: 


They - 


honorable 
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Senator GARDINER.—I set myself up 
as a defender of the truth. | 
Senator Bakuap.—Then the Bolt 
shevist system is not sie with the 
truth. f i 
Senator GARDIN ER —Lam prepared ee 
to let the Russians work out their own mmasiiens 
destiny. work 
Senator Baxuar.—-The honorable cena 4 
tor is evading the question. ya 
Senator GARDINER.—1 do not Lane | 
that one is called upon to answer ques- 
tions. But so far as the revolutionary 
Government in Russia is concerned, any 
one may champion its cause, since it has — 
won out. It has conducted a revolution 
in its own country, and has made good. 
Dealing with social conditions in Russia, 
I quote the following from the Pee 
phlet -— ASSES 
The red terror. is over. During the period se at 
its power the extraordinary commission for the 


suppression of the counter-revolution, which ie: 
was the instrument of the terror rl 





Honcrable senators will mark that it ys 
the counter-revolution that was the dn- 
strument of terror— uN 


executed about 1,500 persons in Petrone 500 Mi 
in Moscow, and 3,000 in the remainder of the — 
country—5,000 in all Russia. These figures 
agree with those which were brought back from 
Russia by Major’ Wardwell, and inasmuch ag = 
I have checked them from ‘Soviet, anti-Soviet, = 
and neutral sources, I believe them to be 
approximately correct. It is worthy of note 
in this connexion that in the white terror im 
southern Finland alone, according to official 
figures, General Mannerheim executed, without 
trial, 12,000 working men and women, = 
7 ; 
That is the statement of the American 
Commission and not of any one favorable me. 
to Boishevism. so 
Senator Baxnar.—Taking them i and 
large, there area nice lot in Russia to-day. 
Senator GARDINER.—No doubt we 
are a nice lot, too. Let me give another 
quotation from these Commissioners— mh ane 









Morals.—Prostitutes have disappeared from. UY 
sight, the economic reasons for their career 
having ceased to exist. |Family life has been 
absolutely unchanged by the revolution. bo 
have never heard more genuinely mirthful 
laughter than when I told Lenin, Tchitcherin, Ph glee 
and Litvinov that much of the world believe te 
that women had been. “ nationalized.” 
lie is so wildly fantastic that they will ‘not 
even take the trouble to deny it. Respect for — 
womanhood was never greater in Russia than — i 
to-day. Indeed, the day I reached Petrograd a 
was a holiday in honour of wives and a ni a 















press i Australia fed us up ae the view 
that in Russia they had adopted the 
rl ple of the nationalization of women. 
| know that the report of the Ameri- 
“can Commission has been available, but 
i i have not commented upon it, What 
Has it not been, done to 


Po GARDIN ER. Wie ata Bak. 


s ae Cae before the Senate. 






Same eianla think it ‘worth: as. ie. 
cause he could make out the best case, as 
: he resembles the ica in many ways. 





















Sate GARDINER.—Time 
time the honorable senator has expressed 
_ opinions in support of thé eastern idea 
M ea government He would have favoured 
_ Australian soldiers being despatched for 
service overseas without any payment 
_ whatever. 

es Senator Baxnar.—I would have done 
i that ae it were necessary to secure vic- 


ion GARDINER.—In creeatd to 


cation, the Commission reports :— 


e ge maiae of | the Department of 


bu Heated. an editions of 3,000,000 and 
: 5,000, 000 copies, and sold at a low price to the 
. ople, but thousands of new schools for men, 
men, and children have been opened in all 


Ralacés of yester year, where the Baste are 
tructed by means of moving pictures and 
ires. In the art galleries one meets classes 
working men and women being instructed in 
the beauties of the pictures. "The: children’s 

have been entirely reorganized, and an 


nner at * school every day. Further- 
ery remarkable schools have been opened 
ective and over-nervous children, On 
vee genius and insanity are ee 


i ate Manox, 19204) 


Russia. 


hap will have an opportunity of putting. 


alter , 
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This is what is being done in dreadful 
But every ettort has been made 
by the capitalistic press to keep us from 
a true understanding of the _ posi- 
tion in, that country. Honorable sena- 
tors will fnd in the report of the Com-— 
mission that, alter eigateen months of 
revolution, Russia sas done more 
tor tne education of Russian children 
than was done under the old régyume im 
itty years. 

Senator Baxuap.—That is quite likely. 

Senator GARDINER. — Honorable 
senators will provaply say, as Senator 
Holl said quite recently, ‘‘ What has this 
got to do with Australia ?’’ 

Senator RowrELL.—At all events, the 
Russian people were kept in ignorance. 

Senator GARDINER.—Yes; and it was 
the Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce) 
who allowed the Australian soldiers ta go 
to Russia to endeavour to re-establish the 
old furm of tyrannical government, Honor- 
able senators opposite have been using 
the imaginary and tyrannical. horrors of 
Russia against us, and saying that the 
electors represented by senators on this 
side were in every way similar to the 
Bolshevik. They have drawn pictures 
of anarchy and bloodshed, as they were 
supposed to exist in that country, and | 
have merely quoted a few opinions trom 
the report of the American Commis- 
sioners who were sent to inquire into the 
true position. Honorable senators, whe 


read the report of that Commission can- 


not but feel disgusted with the press 
of this country for its endeavour 
to keep the Australian. people in ignor- 
ance. How much more disgusted should 
they be with a political party that won 
the elections witn the support of such a 
press. 

Senator Baxuar.—The country is not 
guided by the opimions expressed in Aus- 
tralian newspapers. Do you think the 
Australian people read only their - own 
newspapers ! 

Senator GARDINER.—I. do not. 
They would not be so intelligent if they 


. did go. 


Senator Baxnar.—You are complain- 
ing’ that the people have been ‘* bull- 
dozed’’ by the.r own newspapers. 

Senator GARDINER.—As soon as I 
have organized my following after 30th 
June next, we shall establish a boycott 
against the Australian newspapers that 
profess to give a true expression. of: Aus-— 
aren pubic opinion. 








 ereasing the 
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ve a 


newspapers. | 
Senator GARDINER.—The press of 
the world has abused its power in a way — 
Democracy wholly 
As soon as we can organize 
the Australian working classes, ‘we will. 


have another revolution, but there will be. 


no bloodshed, 


$y, 


the few luxuries T do enjoy. 


 eonditions in Russia: 


luxuries 


When newspapers delibe- 


dee print lies, and retuse to hi 


Whew Paste og gration! are daily in- 


firm stand and absolutely refuse to pur- 


chase,many articles that are now being 


sold at ridiculous prices. As soon as we 
are organized I suppose we shall have the 
Government coming along and preventing 


us from operating on our,banking ac- 


counts. If it is necessary in order to get 
justice to discontinue drinking tea, I am 
prepared to do so, although it Is one of 
In an en- 
deavour to prevent the profiteer from in- 
creasing prices, | am sure a large section 
of the community would be prepared to 
dispense with tea, tobacco, beer, and 
spirits; and institute a boycott of all 
to bring profiteers to their 
senses. The first thing I would boy- 
cott would be the lying newspapers. In 
our own State they have increased the 
price by 50 per cent,, and when I reached 
Seymour and was offered a. paper for a. 
penny, I’ felt like purchasing’ two  be- 
cause they appeared so cheap. So far as 
are concerned, I 


believe that in the hearts and minds of 


almost every labour man there is whole- 


hearted sympathy for those down-trodden 


Russians who have been fighting so long 


‘to improve their conditions. 
Senator ParRparRn. iiss there 
our side, 
Senator GARDINER. —There is 


is on 


ale 


“ways a desire on the part of ‘the honor- 
able senator to support. our views so long 
as they do not interfere ma his own" 


special preserves. 
Senator Fatrparrn.—You are’ in fa- 
vour: of protecting my preserves. ) 


Senator GARDINER.—Quite so, ay 
the: wool- -growers are fully entitled 
_ market value for their produce. But He 


| ts) a pity that the growers are not. pre-' 
_ pared to pay a better wage to the people 
_ who have to do the work. Russia has 
Aypopulation: of ay svi vee poses. uae 


: . |SENATE.), ae 


abe ator Bakar. Leinerons donde 
natory articles have appeared in other revolution is not large 


price of necessary food-— 
stuffs the people of Australia will take a 
saying that the prices shall com 


~ men what if they néfrael ak 





































ERB cuanto of ‘lives ost. in t v 
‘the total. We have pass = 
that Bussia is? working up to 
ing classes in Australia ¢ 
that’ the Russian people 
secured. » The. profiteers | are ar 
huge fortunes while the cost of. com 
tae) is daily increasing, and the 
is swooping down and seeurin 
of a ee Rae. ee n 


men aan women, | 
comes they. will fot be rola 


Tt is much harder for large” ai 
live than it ever has: been. before ; 
it, is becoming most difficult for m 
exist. When a bread-winner is- 
work to-day it is different: te 
twenty years ago. 

Senator Rowen. Ane you “wan 
increase the price: of bréad’ ¥ 4) 


ou can go on saying a 
day and refuse to face the | 
when the time comes that 
created ‘serious unrest and hi 
tically starved the people, it 5 Wi 
late. Honorable senators opn 


certain wage the funds of pert) 
tions cannot be operated upon. 
dastardly act on the part. of t 
ment to interfere in the engin 
pute in the way. they ack mE 
only a few months when we ma: 
the position of honorable 
posite, and the precedent th 
tablished may be very useful to. 
cessors. The position is ‘wor 
eco more serious every 

The supporters of the Gover 
ie election, and used a is 
Act to do it. y 

Senator Gurnee. Nor ae 


1 pee Duele rei was a ghee: : 


scandal, and the Minister f 
(Sir Joseph Cook) called’ me 
and stated that I would be s 
ing used such words, and for h 
a reflection upon the then Min 
Glynn), who was responsible 4 
ministration of the Act. I t 
Mr. pr) in Laie he > fa 


a 





ea I hold him in’ high esteem, 


and look upon him as a high-minded and 


honorable gentleman.. Iam as sure as 

mi lam that 1 stand here that the Act was 
a fraud and a scandal. Take my two col- 

| ee, Senator Grant and Senator 
Moonee There were three vacancies, 
and, although an elector voted for Senator 
ieeces as the first preference, the second 
and third preferences were not counted. 
‘ Senator McDougall’s. second yotes were 
not counted, and the second and _ third 
ae to Senator Grant and myself .were 
not counted, and. will never be counted, 
unless the request of Senator O'Keefe 










a complied with, 
we Senator O’Locuun. yy same thing 
° ve occured in the other States. 


* Senator GARDINER. —Exactly. i: 
| am merely referring to the election in 
, New South Wales because I followed the 
~ position there very closely. “The same 
system obtained in all the States. I will 
take, for the sake of argument, a farmer 
A ee in New South Wales who wished to vote 
for the farmers’ candidate, Mr. Falkiner. 
.: ~ Such an elector, doubtless, considered the 
matter very carefully, and went to the 
poll knowing that he had to vote for.seven 
- eandidates. He received his paper, and 
gave his first preference to Mr. Falkiner, 
- and then, like a sensible farmer, probably 
thought that, as Cox would be one of the 
hardest of the candidates to beat, he 
ie would give him -his No. 8, and that, 
. as Gardiner had a good ‘chance, he 
_ would give him No. 9. He would then 


Lay 


e vote for the other candidates in such a- 


_ way as to make the votes for the farmers’ 
"representatives most effective. He would 
ive Conroy, No. 2; Corcoran, No, 3; 
Fada, No. 4; Mrs. ’ McMahon, No. 5: 
Grant, No. 6: McDougall; No. 7; Cox, 
No.8; and Gardiner, No. 9.. What hap- 
( pened to that paper! When Falkiner 
dropped out, all the others voted for also 
" topped out, and that ballot-paper with 
the No. 8 ‘for Cox was counted, and 
helped. to elect a senator: When Cox’s 








i that all the voting papers be examined is. 


r papers: were returned, and the second and ~ 


third: count took place, the ballot-paper 
Was: counted to make up my majority, 
which enabled me to be elected as a sena- 


Pest! for a candidate whether they wished’ to 






pened ape: this system of vehng. 


ce ORs, Why were electors compelled to vote. 


ig or not? But ‘that is really what hap- 
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Senator Mirtew.—That. 
was not lost. 


Senator GARDINER —wNo, it was 
given to the candidate he wanted to put 
out. The No. 8 and 9 votes helped to elect 
Cox and Gardiner, and the system 1s a - 
fraud on the electors of the country. The 
people were deprived of their franchise 
by an Act which is a fraud and a swindle. 
When the Bill was before the Senate, I 
drew attention to the unfairness. of a 
candidate who was within one vote of 
the required number being compelled to 
forfeit his deposit of £25. The Minister in 
charge of the bill (Senator Russell) was 
so impressed with the general opposition 
to the clause that he took time to con- 
sider it, and brought down a new clause, 
which was adopted by the Committee. 
However, the next day the new clause 
was struck out, and a fraud perpetrated 
upon the electors of the country. 
Mr. Garling, who polled within a few 
votes of the required number, was com- 
pelled to forfeit his deposit. We have 
heard of ‘‘ the rich uncle from Fiji” being 


man’s vote 


sent to gaol for six months without the 


option of a fine for adopting fraudulent 
practices, and a. Government responsible 
for such a fraud ag this should be. simi- 
larly dealt with. Jf the members of the 
Government had a spark of decency left 
in them they would appoint. a Royal Com- 
mission, or a Committee of this Senate, 
toa count the vétes recorded at the last — 
general election, before the time arrives 
for calling the new Senate together in ~ 


July. If that were done at once 
their election might be placed en a 
fair basis. Although I have. been 


elected for six years I am quite pre- 
pared to run the risk of being defeated. 
at another election provided it is con- 
ducted in a fair and proper manner. It 
is the duty of the Government to inquire 
into the operation of the Act, and seeing 
that one honorable senator in Tasmania is 
going to the Court in connexion with the 
system. adopted, it is the clear duty of the 
Government to act promptly. It was a 
clever swindle on the part of the Govern- 
ment. I do not give them credit for 


‘ possessing sufficient brains to manufacture 


such a fraud. It is one they blundered 
on accidentally. At one stage in the New 
South Wales count only 400 votes sepa- 
rated me from my two colleagues, and if 
Senator McDougall had remained in tha 


count longer than Senator Grant I would — 
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not have been here to-day. If Senator 
McDougall had secured 500 more votes, or 
Senator Grant had secured 500 less, an- 
other senator would have been here in my 
place. An Act such as this is a disgrace 
to the Parliament that passed it, and 
grossly unfair to many men who have been 
defeated as a result of its operation. 
Taking my own case, the electors voted 
_ Grant, Gardiner, McDougall, and on the 
votes that I secured I was entitled to one 
of the three because the three seats were 
of equal value. When Senator McDougall 
dropped out of the count, if it had so 
happened that the names had ‘been 
MeDougall, Grant, and Gardiner, instead 
of McDougall, Gardiner, and Grant, I 
would have dropped out, not because less 
votes had been recorded in my favour, 
but because I would have been excluded 
from the count, Such an Act is not 
creditable to this Parliament, and the re- 
Sult of its operation does not give a true 


expression of the opinion of the people. 


I have gone into it most. carefully because 
I am personally interested. When the 
matter was under discussion in the closing 
hours of last session I drew the attention 
of the Senate to the dangers that existed, 
and every opinion I expressed on that 
occasion has proved to be true. Under 
the provisions of the Act those respon- 
sible for the counting of the votes were 
ma position to bring about almost any 
result they desired. When the first count 


was taken the candidates with the lowest. 


number of first preferences dropped out. 
When the second count was taken nothing 
was done with the first preferences, which 
then dropped out. Under the system 
adopted it was possible for the persons 
responsible for the count to bring about 
different results. 

Senator MitLenN.—Only one system was 
adopted right through. 

Senator 
officer in charge in Melbourne sent to 


Sydney a representative to instruct 
Queensland and New. South Wales 
upon the question. of how that 


eount should be made. JI am not im- 
puting dishonesty in this connexion—I am 
merely pointing out that under the one 
interpretation of the Statute two dif- 
ferent results'can be achieved. Ido not 
wish to say anything further upon this 
Act. I have condemned it in the 
strougest language possible—— fee 

Senator Mirten.—The use of strong 
Janguage does not necessarily imply 
strong condemnation. 
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‘Senator GARDINER.—Perhaps not. — 
At all events, I have used language as 
strongly condemnatory of it as 1 possibly 
could. Ihave characterizeditasafraud 
and a swindle. If the Government'con-) ~~ 
tinue to use it, they will be perpetuating 
a fraud and a swindle. I have shown 
that at the recent elections there was not 
a fair count of the preferences recorded by — 
the electors. Take Mr. Falkiner’s’ case 
as an illustration. He was the New — 
South Wales farmers’ candidate. Mr. 
Cox won. his election by 343,000 votes. 
Had as many of Mr. Falkiner’s votes — 
been counted, he would have secured 
450,000 votes, because the Labour party, 
placed him upon all their tickets He ~~ 
was fourth on Senator MeDougall’s list, § 
sixth on Senator Grant’s list, and either * 
fifth or seventh on my list. _Now, Mr 
Cox and myself were elected on 9th and 
10th preferences. It ig obvious, there- 
fore, that if Mr. Falkiner’s preferences 
had been counted up to his fourth, fifth, 
sixth, and seventh, he would have been — 
returned by an overwhelming majority. — 

Senator Mirren.—The honorable sena- 
tor is assuming that all Labour supporters 
followed the advice that was given t6 °°” 
them. | a a 

Senator. GARDINER.—I am arguing 
that as Mr. Falkiner obtained more than § - 
100,000, primary votes, as he was fourth 
on nearly all the National candidates’ ~~ 
tickets, and fourth, fifth, sixth; or — 
seventh. on ° all’ the, Labour partys: =a 
tickets, he must have obtained nearly all 
the votes cast. Yet he was defeated) 9 
although eighth, ninth, and tenth pre- 
ferences were actually counted inthe ma-  _ 
jorities obtained by Mr. Cox and myself. © : 

Senator Mrirren.—Is the honorable — 
senator endeavouring to show that he — 
ought not to have been elected? = = 

Senator GARDINER.—Yes. There is 
not much credit in being elected when one 
knows that candidates who have been de- 
feated were swindled out of the votes re- 
corded for them. In the 1910 election 
T ran with Senator McDougall, and on 
that occasion “ McDougall topped the 
score” by 1,600 votes. Then in 1914 I 
was placed ahead of him on the poll by 
2,000 votes. That sort of thing was” 
likely to. occur again. In other words, ~~ 
either of us might have been at the top 
Had Senator McDougall — 
been placed in the same position as that — Fe 






































Peeilite occupied in 1914, “Mr. Duncan 
would have been elected to this Chamber. 
f ido not ask the Government to accept my 


[4 


Pte, in regard to this matter, but I do 


hh experts to examine the pallet: “papers that 
were used at the recent election. It is 
the duty of Parliament to look at those 
tas papers, with a view to ascertaining what 
fi swindling or blundering took place, so 
that in the future such things may be 
_ obviated. Personally, I would rather be 
_ beaten fairly than be elected simply be- 
' eause other candidates have been denied 
_ a fair opportunity of obtaining a seat in 
4, this Chamber. | 

__ Senator O’Krerz.—In one State a can- 
- didate i is elected with 30,000 votes, whilst. 
a in another State a ean aiente who receives 

88, 000 votes is defeated. 


Senator Mrnren.—That is because one 
ty Oats with a small population returns 
? ah three senators, whilst another State with 

a big population returns only an equal 
number of senators. 

Senator GARDINER.—1. think that the 

present Act will approximately insure the 
ee election of one man by an absolute ma- 
jority of the votes cast, but it quite fails 
_-to achieve that result. when applied to a 
Lb pe ireney in which there ‘are three’ 
‘ vacancies. The idea underlying the 
system in regard to the return of three 
tes is eet the three votes cast by 

ts As 
Yi ne of f, act, they do not possess any 
ich value. That wag clearly shown in 
cases of Senators McDougall and 
nt. Task the Government to closely 
uire into this matter. I have satisfied 
lyself that the Act is not a fair one. [I 
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Sa, Thev have put before us a 
programme, and I suppose that, as usual, 
they will give effect to just as much of it 
as suits them, and that they will throw 
uito the waste-paper basket whatever por- 
tion of it does not suit them. But 
I do hope that during the present session 
they will not proceed to revise the Tariff, 

because we have the Parliament pecu- 
liarly constituted, with only half of it 
fresh from the people. It will be July 
before the other half comes fresh from 
the people. I hope the Government will 
have the decency not to levy any fresh 
duties until the new Parliament is in its 
place to express an opinion on them! I 
do not think it is fair to place on the 
table a Tariff under which new duties 
will be collected when there will come 
into the Senate in July quite a new lot 
of men, who may hold absolutely differ- 

ent views from those held by the newly- 
elected members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. I know there will be oppor- 

tunities of discussing the Tariff Bills in 
due season, but the Government ought to 
look where they are going, and consider 

well what they are doing.. The cost of 
living is increasing. Why increase it 
more by making imported commod.:ties 

dearer? The cost of living is a serious 

menace to the means of the people. Why 

make it more serious ? 


Senator THomas.—Some people argue 
that Protection makes commodities 
cheaper. 


Senator GARDINER.—Yes,; they tell 
the people of the country, “You pay 
these duties to enable a private investor, 
who wants to use his money, to establish 
an industry, and when he has that in- 
dustry sufficiently established to do with- 
out duties his goods will be cheaper.’’ IL 
believe them, but I do not think that 
peoples or nations will live long enough 
to see those industries sufficiently well 
established to live without Protective 
duties. When an indusfry is established 
by means of a duty, we find that in 
twelve months’ time it is not only not well 
enough established to live. without the 
duty, but asks for more, and at the end 
of five years it demands still more Pro- 
tection. 

Some one in shother place said that 
this was to be a scientific Tariff. I shall 
be glad to see a scientific Tariff intro- 
duced. If the Government can tell the 


Senate that the Tariff is really scientific, — ae 
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and can induce all its members and sup- 


porters to subscribe to that statement, 


while I will not make any rash promises, 
I believe I can promise the full support 
of the Opposition for that Tariff after 


_June next—that is, if ib is scientific; and 


the Government can, get the whole of 
their party to agree that it is scientific. 
What will be the effect of ‘increased 
duties? Australia’s great wealth to-day 
is in its natural resources, which must be 
exploited. The Government propose to 
exploit them by building up new indus- 
tries in the great centres of population, 
and taking workmen from the natural 
primary industries of Australia to make 
them compete with Chinese, Japanese, 
American, and British machinery. While 
the Government are crying out with, a 
loud voice, “Do not build your cities so 
large; do not overcrowd and congest your 


cities, but send your men out to engage - 


in primary production,’’ they propose, 
with the catch-cry of ‘‘ scientific Protec- 
tion,’’ to bring the people from the pri- 
mary industries and put them into fac- 
tories, 

Senator Tuomas.—You ought to join 
the Farmers. party. 

Senator GARDINER.—I ought to wait 
until Iam asked. I am growing too old 
to “scab,” and shall stay with the party 
I belong to until I am through. I hope 
the new Country party is really a Far- 
mers party, but I believe it is merely 
the tail of the: National party. I do not 
think its members have any intention of 
being anything but Nationalists, or of 
voting anywhere ex si behind the 
National Government. I hope they will 
prove my words wrong, but my impres- 
sion is that the Farmers. party is merely 
one of the ndmes’ under which the 
Nationalists masquerade in order to’ de- 
ceive the workers, and particularly the 
farmer workers. 


Senator Prsrce.—The Farmers party 
the Nationalists because, 
like the Nationalists, they are elected in 


the interests of the producers. 
\ Senator GARDINER. — Then they 


‘ought not to bother to run candidates 


against the Nationalists. I welcome the 
Farmers party as a party in public life, 
particularly as it is likely to embarrass 
the Nationalists, Although the other 
side claim a great victory, we must re- 
member that they went to the country 
supporters in another 


¢ 
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nasty for their majority. 
a happy position for us. ) ers: 
have been streyggthened in another place, , 
although they have been sadly diminished — 
here. No one feels that loss here more 
seriously than I do. The Government ~ 
that went. to the country with a ma jomgy, 
is now dependent upon the support of a 
third party in the place where Gove 4 
ments are made and unmade. ‘Uy Si 

On the question of Protection, or in- 
creased duties, or a scientific Tariff; ie 
hope the Government will hold their hand 
until the Parliament elected by — the — 
people has an opportunity to deal - with 
it. It is neither fair nor honest to deal — & 
with it with Parliament m its: present uS 
position, one half composed of men 
elected six years ago, and the other half 
of men elected within the last few us 
nonths. If the Government: persist im - 
bringing the workmen:from the country — 
and crowding them into factories at less. 
remunerative employment, I warn them 
that they will diminish Australia’s 
wealth: The great wealth of Australia © 
is in the country. districts, and a scientific . 
Government would say, c Legislate so as 
to direct your labour ‘to such places. 
aS will , produce the greatest nation 
wealth. 

en Tromas.—Are those the views 
ot your Leader (Mr. Tudor) ? | . e 

Senator GARDINER.—I am in. ‘iiake ae 





7 ar 


most fortunate position that I have can- fy fay 


didly informed my Leader upon every 
occasion upon which a Protectionist 
Tariff has been put forward that he can ~ he 
have my resignation, but I will not sup- ae 
port a Rrotectionist Tariff. That yesigna-- 
tion has not beeh accepted. On those i 
conditions, my Leader has im me a most 
loyal follower, but on that issue I tae 
to have my freedom. 
. Senator O’ Loguiin.—Have we “not a 
Protectionist Tariff now? i 
Senator GARDINER.—Yes, fatwa 
ought to be sufficient. When it was-i 
troduced, wages in Australia were thr. 
times as, great as they were in G; 
Britain. There is very little differs 
between the standard of wages in the 
countries now, so that the compar 
between then and now on that score. 
/¥ery much in favour of Great Brit 
A gentleman who recently returned 
Great Britain reckoned that a io 
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Sheen: Tariff passed in those days, in view 


of the improved conditions of living in 
Great Britain and the cost of labour 


hae: was equal to a 75 per cent. Tariff 
i at the present time. That being the 
ease, there is no reason and no excuse for 
pen lizing the people of Australia by in- 
creasing their burdens at a time when 
wise statesmanship would remove them. 
‘This Government intends to increase 
_ those “burdens. 
Senator Toomas.—I | think they will 
get the support of your party in another 
_ Placefor that proposal, 
* Senator GARDINER.—I think 10, 
too, but I anticipate that Senator Pearce, 
| Senator Millen, Senator Thomas, and 
e other Free Trade senators from. New 
South Wales will propose such amend- 
ments of those duties as I shall be -able 
to support. Senator Pearce’s old Free 
‘(rade speeches make very good reading. 
oY have been practising on them of late. 
I have no doubt that I could also find 
some very interesting speeches on the sub- 
cae by Senator Millen. 


she oo 
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Senator O’Locurin.—And, by the 
erin Minister (Mr. Hughes). . 
Senator GARDINER.—Those, I have 


* 


no doubt, will be‘interesting reading also, 
“Senator 0’ Krure.—And by Sir J oseph 

_ Cook. | 
Senator GARDINER.—The trouble is 
Gabe ‘Sir Joseph can be quoted on each 
‘side. With that solid Free Trade party 
inside the Cabinet, I feel sure that my 
suggestion that the “Tariff be not submitted 
to Parliament until July will be pui be- 
fore the Cabinet. The Tariff and other 
Se iions ean be dealt with when they are 
~ brought forward. I have said regarding 
oh: the Speech all I have to say, but, I recog- 
ise, not very much. of importance, the 
a boing that the Speech itself is 

















Rie istst for Repatriation) [4.45].—I 
el that I may congratulate the honor- 
le Pies: sea has Nui sign ne 


BS of the fist slantion. he might re- 
ty oF pp year here with somewhat ’ diminished 
_ vigour, and with some of his old charac-. 
eet e Scie tempered by what he had 

However, we find him 
just the same Senator 
= as of yore, learning nothing and 
nf bs a mistaking — ‘strong. 
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language for strong argument, and with 
all his old-time aptitude for strong ad- 
jectives, which, I presume, he puts for- 
ward because of his inability to find 
strong arguments. 
briefly some of the rather remarkable 
statements he has made here to-day, and 
they have been remarkable, none the less 


so because the honorable gentleman, with 


what I can only regard as an audacious 
attempt to impose on the credulity of the 
Senate, put them forward as facts. 
Whether he was speaking of the marvel- 
lously cheap loaf in England, which none 
but he has ever discovered before, or was 
engaged in laudatory references to the 
simple beauties of Bolshevism, it was all 
the same. 
so startling in character that I doubt very 


-much whether he himself believed them. 


Everybody here, except Senator Gardiner, 
knows thatthe loaf in England is costing 
more than in Australia, and that but for 


the subsidy from the Imperial ‘Govern- 


ment, it would cost still more. JI mention 
this as a sample of what Senator Gar- 
diner puts forward as facts—tfacts that he 
has undoubtedly been pouring out very 
freely from many platforms during the 
last few months. Apparently they have 
not been very effective in the consti- 
tuencies, and I venture to predict that 
they will be no more effective here. 

One cannot but be impressed by the 
honorable senator’s deep desire to pose as 
the friend of the farmer. The farmers 
evidently do not take that view. Senator 
Gardiner has himself shown that they do 
not. He says they are not an ally of the 
Labour party, but are merely an adjunct 
of the’ Nationalists; which shows that 
they do not believe his protestations that 
the real friend of the farmers is the 
Labour party. 

Senator Garprner.—The result of the 


New South Wales elections showed that 


what I say is true. 

Senator MILLEN .—No; what. hap- 
pened in New. South Wales was that 
Labour voters transferred their votes to 
farmer candidates, not because they be- 


lieved in them, bit for the reason that - 


‘Senator: Gardiner said he welcomed the 


ningham ? 


farmer’s party here, that they might 

harass the Nattonal Government. 
Senator Garpriner. — What about 

Parker Maloney, Lazzarini, and Cun- 


_all Labour men in New South Wales. 





I wish to traverse 


He was making affirmations’ 


The farmers have returned . 
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Senator MILLEN:—The farmers did 
‘not refurn them. The farmers did 
exactly what the Labour voters did. If 
they could not get their own men in, they 
said, “ We will try to hamper the Nation- 
alists.” That was done in many cases, 
' and that is one of the objections I have 


always had to preferential voting. ‘The. 


great tendency of many people under that 
system is to mark, not their preferences, 
but their dislikes. 


Senator O’Kxrrre.—Then you admit 
that the farmers did not like the Nation- 
alists ¢ 

Senator MILLEN.—The country liked 
them better than it liked the other parties. 
The preference of Australia was shown 
by the result of the election. 

With regard to Senator Gardiner’s con- 
tention that the Government is not suf- 
ficiently or fairly looking after the in- 
terests of the primary producers, every- 
one knows that the Government is anxi- 
ous to quit control of all these activities, 
but it is worth noting that, when the Go- 
vernment does do so, the result is not 
always beneficial. ‘Tt has released con- 
trol of some of these commodities, with 
- the result that there has been an instant 
rise in prices, and the farmers themselves 
have recently come along and pieneh 
that the Wheat Pool be éontinned: In 
the early days, when the matter was less 
understood, and gentlemen like Senator 
Gardiner were assiduously going round 
_ Spreading this array of so- -ealled facts for 
public consumption, it was éasy for people 
to believe that something was wrong, but 
when the farmers got together and looked 
into it, they were, metaphorically, down 
on their knees pleading with the Govern- 
ment to keep the Pool going. That.-is the 
best answer from the producers to Senator 
Gardiner’s statement. They know that 
the action of the Government was bene- 
ficial, and they hope for fur ane benefits 
by continuing It. 


Senator Gardiner repeats a statement 
that he has made frum time to time in 
this Chamber, that’ the Government is 
robbing the farmers by not carrying their 
wheat on the Commonwealth steam-ships 
at pre-war rates, 
tor Gardiner asks would have been to rob 
the community. 


Senator Garpinrr.—Better rob the 
whole community than a section of it. 
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To haye done as Sena- ' 
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‘Senator MILLEN.—There is” cee: 
necessity to rob any one. Whilst robbery — 


seems a very natural pastime with Sena- 
tor Gardiner, I have an instinctive dis-— 
like to it, cane so has the Government. 
What the Government management of — 
the Commonwealth steam-ships did was 
to insure, not-merely to the wheat far-— 
mers, but to others, a much lower range of 
freights than they would otherwise eye 
had. 

Senator GARDINER. You ene eery. " 
well that the profit on wheat freight, digg? 
for those boats in two years. - 

Senator MILLEN. — I do not mind 
whether it did or did not. 

Senator GarpineR.—But that was pro- ih 
fiteering. He 
Senator MILLEN.—Those vessels were 

purchased as a national liability, and the 
Government carried Australian wheat ab— 

a price infinitely lower than would have 
been charged in any other circumstances 
and by any other ship-owners, so there 1s 
no justification whatever for any aiBges | cf 
tion of profiteering or any accusation that 
the Government robbed the farmers of 
anything. ie 

Senator Garpiner.—Four shillings for ey 
the carriage of wheat to Great Britain! 

Senator MILLEN.—At a time when 
the producers of other countries — were a 
paying 8s. in neutral boats. Ma 

Senator GarpIneR.—But the Batiehs 
Government were carrying at Is. 10}d. 

Senator MILLEN.—Senator Gardiner 
now reminds me of another statement 
which he has been in thé habit of ses 
ing, namely, that this Government broke — 
the blue- book rates. It did nothing of © 
the kind. - It was the Imperial anne 4 
ties themselves who revised those rates. 
And here*may I point out that it is im-~ 
possible to make any progress at all hale a 
Senator Gardiner persists in making — 
statements of this kind which I flatly — 


deny.; The time is ali too. aes, fi 4 
for that. pe 
Senator GarRDINER. — But you ae sae re ‘A 












give the facts because they are again 4 
you, ae 

Senator MILLEN.—Well, there is ‘my a 
statement. I say again that it was the i 
Imperial authorities themselves\who Te- 
vised, amended, or destroyed if you like, 
their own ihe: book _ rates, _ being | 
prompted to do this no doubt by the cir- ‘a 
cumstances of the time. * There was. By iH 
great Se EA: of Bane and a ah 
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tnt, As the nance of Teele 
a one at that time: No doubt these 
were the reasons which compelled the 
. «British Government to raise the rates. 
Senator Garprner. —The fact is that 
the boats were paid for in two years 
As through excess profits on wheat freights. 
Senator MILLEN. — If the general 
_ wheat freights then ruling had been ob- 
_ tainable for the Commonwealth vessels 
_ they would have been paid for within 
_ twelve months. Our regard for the in- 
| terests of the wheat farmer led us to pro- 
hae vide. that he should have seme participa- 
tion in the benefits of the Government- 
- owned line of steam-ships, because we 
realized that he would have been called 
_ upon to pay his share of any loss, if loss 
‘had been entailed in the operation of 
those vessels. I reject the idea that Sena- 
- tor Gardiner seems to stand for, namely, 

that if there is to be a profit in any trans- 

action undertaken by the Government 
one section of the community alone is to 
enjoy it, but that if there is to be a loss, 
it must be borne by the whole community. 
~ You cannot have it both ways. 
Senator Perera Het is not Social- 
ism. 
Senator MILLEN. — Of course it is 
ey al aie 

Senator Garpiner.—Was it Socialism 








Dela made the farmers pay for your » 


i boats Y 


| Senator MILLEN. Pe tag Gardiner’s © 


Si tiie dcition appears to be that though the 
_ Government by buying these boats could 
‘ “have had as much freight as .it liked 
from a variety of commodities, be- 
use it gave preference to wheat-, 
ers they were to get the profit out of 
the transaction. The Government, how- 
ever, preferred to give a range of freights 




















lere else in the world. 
Senator Garpiner.—That is not cor- 
and you know it. 
nator MILLEN.—T say it is, und I 
my stand on the statement. 
e is one matter in connexion wath, 
ad wool which I desire to empha- 
asmuch as possible. Senator Gardiner 
pe ks of the agreement made with the 
authorities as if it were an alto- 
faulty and foolish business deal. 
sy in 1920 to talk like that; and 
k honorable senators to take their 
back to the time when the deal 
gard to. wheat was made. When it 
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finitely lower than were charged any- . 
8d., we began to fancy ourselves. 


ane 





was Pe early in the war pene 
that freight ships were disappearing from 
all trade routes, the farmers of Australia 
were plunged into the depths of despair. 
They said, in effect, 
erop coming on} but we have no earthly 
chance of placing it on the markets of 
the world. What encouragement have we 
to put in a fresh crop? No one will give 
us 1s. a bushel for it. We are not going 
to plough and put in crops from which 
we are not likely to get any return.” But 


when it was announced that the Govern- 


ment had completed a deal with the 
British Government for the purchase of 
the Australian wheat crop, there was not 
a farmer in Australia, except, perhaps, 
the staunchest members of our Rechabite 
lodges, who did not feel disposed to go 
out to express his joy by getting drunk. 
Not only did our farmers have reason to 
rejoice; every man who gave a momenit’s 


thought to the financial position of this — 


country felt infinitely relieved. In the 
circumstances under which the arrange- 
ment was arrived at, every man in public 
or commercial life, and even the work- 
men in the streets, said “Thank God 


that deal has been made.” 


Let us now consider the position in re- 
gard to wool. Senator Gardiner has said 
something about our wool now realizing 
a substantial price in the markets of the 
world. But what was the thought in the 
minds of the wool-growers of Australia 
when the agreement with the British Go- 


-vernment for the purchase of the clip at 


of is: 3d. per ib, was 
made? I have grown a little wool 
in my time, and I remember that 
wool-growers were mighty glad to get 
6d. per lb. for the best of our fleeces. 
We thought it a good price; but when 
the market commenced to rise, and we got 
No one 
ever dreamed then of 154d. as a flat rate 
for all wool. And so I say that when this 
agreement was made, the wool-growers of 
Australia were profoundly amazed. It is 
childish to denounce this agreement in the 
light of present-day wool prices. J say 
that the wool-growers of Australia were 
glad of the arrangement at the time; 
but. now, because the wool market 
has gone up and up, some people turn 
round and squeal as if it were a deal 
that should not have been made. 
peat that it was an excellent deal at the 
time it was made. 


a flat rate 


” 
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Senator GarpiveR.—But the men an 
- pwned the wool did not have a say in the 
They had to 
aecept it willy-nilly. . 

Senator MILLEN. _That, again, is a 
‘statement characteristic of my , friend, 
Senator Gardiner. It was not possible” 
then for the Government to consult in- 
dividual wool-growers. There was no 
time. The Government had to act with 
promptitude; but we did consult these or- 
ganizations or individuals who could be 
regarded as representative of the wool and 
wheat-growers with respect to : A deals 
1 am referring to. When Senator Gar- 
diner interjects in this way, lét me remind 
him again that he.was a member of the 
Government,.that made these agreements. 

Senator Garpiner.—Not the wool 
agreement. That was not made until 
after the Prime Minister’s return, at the 
latter end of August,1916. | ~ 

Senator MILLEN.—If the honorable 
senator says so, then perhaps I am wrong. | 
But he certainly was a member of the 
Government that made the contract with 
regard to wheat. The mere fact that 
since the wool deal was made the world’s 
price has gone up is no justification at all 
for all this clamour about the agreement. 
It does not prove that it was bad. I have no 


doubt that in this chamber there are many 
honorable senators who have made deals 


which, if there had ‘been some delay, 
would have been more profitable or other- 
wise, according to the rise and fall of the 
market. In this particular case what 
would have been the result if instead of 
prices going up the bottom had fallen out 
of the market, and wool, instead of being 
worth 154d. all round, was worth only 
Is. ? Would’ Senator Gardiner then 
suggest the cancellation of the agree- 
ment? Would he say, ‘“ This is not quite 
a fair deal with Great Britain. We made 
a bargain on the basis of 154d., and-wool. 
is now worth only ls. Let us ‘cancel the 

' eontract.”’. I do not think Senator Gar- 
diner would do that, or if he did, I feel 
sure that the wool-growers, whose ‘friend- 
ship he is now seeking to secure, would 
not listen to him. The fact is, we ‘made A 


bargain, not at a fancy price; it is true,- 


but, nevertheless, one ‘of the finest 
bargains | ‘ever entered - into on be- 
half of the wool-growers of Aus- 
(tialia. Ib, is quite true that a tre- 


oe __-mendous profit has been obtained by — 






mot _., the Imperial Government on the re-sale, 
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but it is ‘ales true tha 
agreement provides that i 
re-sells, instead of using the 1 hole of 
Australian clip for governmental re 
ments, the wool-growers of t 
shall share the profits of su 
Senator EarLe.—Has t 
knowledge of Australian wi 
‘sold to Germany ‘by the J 31 
ment ? | he 
Senator MILLEN. —None at all 
do I believe the statement. ‘But 
bear in mind that whatever res 
are imposed, there will always ‘be 
bility of trade leaking throug 
channels to some Forbidden, de 


secure to the Austen eel 
merely the 153d. per Ib. flat 
spective of the: future of the 
participation ,in any profits 
Great Britain later on re-sale; 


done, that as an foun all ee is] 
future of the market, she should ha: 
right to all the profits. Even if. 
taken that stand, it would nob ces 
a bad deal for the Australiar 
grower.’ Senator Gardiner sa 
profit on. the re-sale of Our WOO. 
be available now. I cannot s 
it ought to or not. I do not 
are the reasons for delaying | set 
but I am aware that this.Gover 
not been idle. We have press 
Imperial authorities the necessity 
presentation of accounts at the : 
possible moment. We cannot 
than that. Senator - Gardiner 
know why all this wool, which i 
the walls of our “warehouses, La 
sold. He says that it is being | 
expressly for the malign purps 
pering trade, and ena ling: Oi 
turers to get ‘higher prices. | 
Senator GARDINER. ae 
British manufacturers, hak 


ine a 

Senator MILLEN.—But 
manufacturers are not being | : 
this delay in sale. They wot 
pleased indeed if we would 
sands and thousands of 
warehouse floors. The ma: 
fiting by this policy of cons 
ing is the Australian wool. 
man whose friend Senator Gardin 
fesses to be. There have. ‘been co 


























































hat our own rine ce have a 
ly fear that if all this wool is 
n the market there will be a 


of getting £20 or £25 per bale they 
ro only get half that amount... The 
Cs zs being urged upon behalf of, and 
) eens that sy steps may 


hey are to-day, put that the wool, 
ing to a glut in the market, shall not 
Id for less than it is worth. This 
y is in direct antagonism to that ad- 


ted le Senator Gardiner, who evi- 


hat. J assume that his figures with 
to the wool held in Australia on 


eg to co-operate with Australian 






os or ae twelve months ago wilioidt 
break ‘ing: the agreement. iA 

nator Gaxpinex.—Ask the British 

iment to break it? It is a fair 


tor MILLEN.—If Senator Gar- 
ad made an agreement to buy 


y rose. to. £20, would the honor- 
“senator come along and say that. it 
air oe to cancel that: Sereerent 


hat ie aac MG that? CNN 


ve Garpiner.—The | honorable 
to realize that the Govern- . 
n agreement for some one 
no say in it. 


: Mago, 1920, 0.) 


prices, with the result that in-- 


on, and there will he Mather one 


‘toral Act. 


oc (neha in such a way as: to poset | 


i Bes As a « Govemment | 





Airs Be yo 








’ pdssible at the time to stop to take a 
referendum to discover the opinion of 
every wool-grower. : 
Senator Garpiner.—The Government 
might have left those outside the Pool 
who desired to remain outside of it. - 
Senator MILLEN.—Then the Govern- 


ment could not have ‘effected the sale of 


the wool to Great Britain, It was ony 


by means of the Pool that they pam do’ 


SO. , 
a 
Liga fe ctaeh! ae a grower dia 


not put his wool into the Pool, he would — 


not have been compelled to. sell. : 

Senator MILLEN.—When thé honor- 
able senator defends the right of growers 
to put their wool into the Pool or keep it 
out of the Pool, I remind him that the 


wheat-farmers of Australia are to- day 


asking for a compulsory Pool. 


i wich to say a word or two in con- 
nexion with the honorable ‘senator’s 
very florid references to the « Elec- 


I can quite understand that 
he necessarily .considers the Act. under 
which the last Federal election was con- 
ducted a” very unsatisfactory one. [| 


‘did not expect him to come here full of 


admiration of the details of that measure. 
Senator - Garprver.—The 
senator does not admire it, either. 


Senator MILLEN.—I have not much | 
sympathy with those who act on the win, . 
‘tie, or wrangle principle. 
Gardiner had been returned with added. 


If Senator 


strength to his party in this Chamber, 


‘he would not be quite so critical of the 


measure under which -his colleagues 
would have been elected. Whether the 
Act is perfect or not is not quite the ques- 
tion. The honorable senator referred te 
it as being a fraud and a swindle. [I 
conceive a fraud and a swindle to be 
some intentional act, and not a. mere 
accident. 


“Senator Baxnar.—Anyhow; Sie 
Gardiner voted for the measure. | 


Senator Garpiner.—No; I opposed 
“every clause and every line of it. 


Senator MILLEN.—A fraud and a 


swindle does not mean some unfortunate 
set of circumstances. wlich have arisen. 


In this case it involves some intended 
purpose on the part of the individuals re-. 
Senater 


sponsible for framing the Act. 
Gardiner admits at once that, so far as 


i 


honorable | 





the. Cork are concerned, ae Aat ce 


—<. 


* friends 
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- could not be a fraud and a swindle, be- 
eause the members of the Government, 


in his opinion, have not the brains for 
such an enterprise. 

Senator Garpiner.—The ‘honorable 
senator is pretty bad, but I cannot 
imagine him designing a thing as wicked 
as the last Electoral Act. 

Senator MILLEN.—Then the honor- 
able senator is not entitled to speak of it 
as.a fraud and a swindle when he laments 
the lack of brains on the part of the Go- 
vernment to frame the measure for the 
purpose which it achieved. I am not so 
certain that it is want of brains on the 
part of the Government in shaping the 
Act as want of brains on the part of cer- 
tain persons to understand its working 
that is the cause of the honorable sena- 
tor’s trouble. Honorable senators are 
aware that I have always had very grave 
doubts whether preferential voting, ap- 
plied to an election in which more than 
one ¢andidate is to be elected, presents 
any very great advantages over the old 
system. But I feel that mathematically 
it is free from the accusation which Sena- 
tor Gardiner makes concerning it. 

I might interpose here to say that, 
amongst those who have been the 
staunchest champions of ‘the preferential 
system are our friends from Tasmania. 
They have always declared that it was 
mathematically perfect, that he who ran 


might read it, and that nothing could go 


wrong with. it. 

Senator Earur.—We adv ocated at ihe 
same time proportional representation. 

Senator MILLEN.—My © honorable 
from Tasmania said, in the 
superior way which has always marked 
their discussion of the question, that we 
knew little or nothing about it, and that 
they, as people of wider experience, knew 


how to work the system, jand it was all 


right. It is strange in the circumstances 
that it should be a representative of Tas- 
mania who launches the first protest 


‘against the working of the scheme. 


It seems to me that we can have a 
wrangle or a dispute under any electoral 
system, and that system only ia perfect 
which gives us exactly what we want. 

Senator - Bawnap.—The last Act 
effected what it was reasonably intended 
to effect, namely, full majority rule, and 
that from. oné point of view was quite 
justified. 
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Senator MILLEN. —Tt did so, — | 
old block system would have done. Sena- haa 
tor Gardiner’s contention that men were 
elected who did not carry the approval Bei, 
the majority of the electors will not stand 
five minutes’ sober consideration. He — 
speaks of men who marked them eighth 
and ninth on the ballot-paper, helping — 
to elect Mr. Cox and himself. There is — 
nothing wrong with that. They could 
only have done that on, the Bet i oh 
that their first seven or eight votes were | 
inoperative. If an elector were so wise — 
as to have marked Senator Gardiner | 
eighth on his lst Rat 

Senator Garpinrr.—No, Anite f | 

Senator . MILLEN +Waser sei ‘The 
assumption that there is anything wron o 
in a man who was wise enough to. mark* 
Senator Gardiner ninth on his list © aaah me 
ing to elect him only shows an absolute — 
ignorance of the principles of the whole — 
scheme. That elector’s second vote nee: 





‘only be counted on the assumption” that 


his first was inoperative. It was: only — 
because his previous preferences were in- — i 
operative that a later vote down to. the if] 
ninth was counted. — | ih 
Senator Garprner.—That is ie ‘the 
Government tricked the electors, Ge ne 
Senator MILLEN.—It ig not a ques-” ae 
tion of tricking the electors, but of driving . ; 
a simple fact into Senator Gardiner’ Ss in- | 4 
telligence. The ninth vote could not haye — 
been counted if any of the earlier votes 
had been operative. It was only because — 
they were ineffective, and in order not to 
disfranchise the voter, that the ninth vote,” 
was taken into account. There ig nothing — 
fraudulent or wrong about that. Admit- — "i 
ting the principle which underljes the — 
eae that every the she ae ef- tt 


















An tenth, or 
counted provided that the earlier har 
ences have been ineffective. I sugges 
that Senator Gardiner should have a chat 
with some expert who has time to spare. 
in order that he might understand ‘th 
system. Y 
Senator Garprver. ae shanty be. 


who abies sun shout ae 
Senator MILLEN.—That is a 
helpful admission. Only a: few moment 
ago the honorable senator denounced tl 
system with an ay ar : 




























e has never met any man ve 


s invest gations and get) hold’ of some 
mpetent to advise him as to the 
4 iples and details of the system, when 
Bi ean 


ee, he will find it Canals to 


$e nator GARDINER. Paine Tab a new 
ill and have a new election. 


_ Every time a party is ata 
ihe ais ib may claim to have the right 
WTO. I shall consider that 

at Bit aker Gardiner’s benefit when the 
fortune of political warfare goes ey 
me, but not at this juncture. 


matter’ in aihich I quite agree sh! him, 
when he referred to the forfeiture of the 
- £25 deposit by candidates. I have al- 

reddy publicly ght the statement that I 


3 et oie Sone that Mr. Garling, i in New 
| South ‘Wales, should forfeit his £25 de- 
- posit whilst a gentleman he had beaten in 
ie the election should escape without any 

as ae at all. It is quite clear that 

that arose from taking too literally a pro- 
sa in a Bill venues shaped to meet 


measure aoe with Coane for the 
Ss nate. 

As soon as Senator Gardiner challenged 
tement as to when the wool agree- 


I find that the regulations under 


wer re issued in December, 1916. 


if ae regulations were ete in Ce: 
all 
mected with it criiak have , been 
lized some time Pefore: that. 


e Government propose to norbede the 


wed} 


tet of a candidate for the Renate, 


Sale ae remedy this doen ca’ 
aid that i; think the Go- 


A the Uae oa tas no} ae 


Bee made, I sent out to find out the 


dealing with the forfeiture of 


their platform. 


_ exigencies 


Aaron Reply. 


a state of affairs arising in the fueuiel 

but should recompense those who have 
been unfairly penalized by the provision 
in the last election. The matter has not — 
yet been definitely dealt with by the: 

Cabinet, but I think I am entitled to say 
that the Government will do that. . It is 
obviously fair that it should be denen and 
as this is notoriously a Government that 
seeks to do the fair thing, honorable sena- 
tors may take it for granted that it will 
be done, 

Senator THomas.—There is no excuse 
for the provision in the Act when Sena- 
tor Gardiner drew attention to it while 
the Bill was going through, . 

Senator MILLEN.—I suggest to Sena- 
tor Thomas that there is not much use in 
stirring up the dead past. Every one 
knows that the Minister in charge of a 
Bill 

Senator THomas.—I do not blame the 
Minister who was in charge of the Bill 
(Senator Russell), because he had too 
much to do at the time, It was not the 
fault of the Minister; but I have no 
hesitation in saying that the official who 
advised him ought to be dealt with. ! 

Senator MILLEN.—There was a mis- 
take, but honorable senators are aware 
that when a Bill has been drafted and 
shaped there is a natural reluctance» on 
the part of those responsible for it: to dis- 
turb any part of it because of the pos- 
sible consequential . effect upon other 
parts. | : 

Senator THomas.—I say that the official 





in charge of that Bill should be dealt 
with. : 
Senator MILLEN.—Does the honor. 


able senator suggest boiling oil ? 

There is one other matter to which I 
should like to refer. Senator Gardiner 
on Tariffs is always interesting; but he 
will pardon me if [I take suggestions from 
him as we have been advised to accept 
gifts from the Greeks. His suggestion. 
that the Government ‘should postpone its 
Tariff is a clear invitation tothe Govern- 
ment to break one of their pledges and 
to do what they have no intention of do- 
ing, indefinitely postpone that plank of. 


Senator THomas.—Not 
but until Ist July. 
Senator MILLEN.—The Government’s 
pledge is.to proceed in, that’ matter with 
due expedition, and ‘subject to the 
“of public business I’ have 


indefinitely, 
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| not ae slightest hesitation in saying that - 
- we shall give effect to that pledge. 


A THomas.—Will the Tariff 
arrive here before 1st: July? 

Senator MILLEN.—The ‘honorable 
senator must not ask me to answer that 
question. 

Senator THOMAS. eG think it ought not 
to do so. 


Senator MILLEN.—The - Government 
will not be deflected from their path ey 
that fact. 

Senator THomas.—I do not say that 
the Tariff should not be laid on the table 
in another place, but it ought not to reach 

. the Senate before Ist July. — 
| Senator MILLEN.—I take a different 
view altogether. Under the Constitution, 
this Parliament consists of one expiring 
body and one continuous body.. The idea 


that the business of this country should: 


be tied up at any time because a con- 
tinuous Chamber such as this could not be 
elected concurrently with another place, 
- would land us in an absurd position. The © 


Government have to deal with a properly) 


constituted Parliament. This House is 
properly constituted. Honorable senators 


who are with us to-day, but will not be 


here on the 1st July, are fully equipped 
members of this Parliament, and entitled - 
under the Constitution to take part in 
legislation for Australia. After an elec- 
tion in June, a Government will endeavour 
to delay the meeting of Parliament until 
the 1st July, ‘but I say there is no justi- 
fication, in the circumstances of the last 
. election, for the Government postponing 
any of their measures, and I have not the 


‘slightest reason to suppose that. aed in-- 


tend to do so. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania). 5. 15]. 


i (oe had been my intention, in a friendly 
way, to offer some criticism of certain 


proposals in the Governor-General’s open- 


ing Speech, which it is hoped will be rea- 
Fized in the shape of legislation giving — 
effect to, the Government's policy, But I 

shall permit myself to be briefly diverted 
. from my- original intention because of 
the singular Temarks made by Senator 
Gardiner.» I suppose that on the 30th 
June next battles will practically cease 
__, here because of the lack of combatants on 
f one side of the chamber at least. Never- 
theless, there willbe some prospect of 
- battle si our geet at 3! we “ po for 


~* 
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and Asiatic countries. 


ales ane very eee 


aD tt ast ound that. 
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Senator Garner as 
never fail to have a “go 
The honorable senates 
to a most singular defes for 
it was—of the principles ¢ of. B 
as outlined in their actual op 
Mr. ‘Bullitt. Rasy ee 
Senator Garpver. —Hear, hear! 
Senator BAKHAP. —He apt us 


ran one cae 
useful in the rane ao inay 
chased in- that gentleman’s shop, 
ture to remark that it is necessary to 
outside of it to get other literature the 
will most conclusively deal with - 
phases of the world’s | situation. x 

Senator Gardiner has most inco1 
accused the Australian press of 
ing vital and useful informatio 
gard to the Bolshevik movement. - 
not at all fair, The oe 


N 


a 
e i 

YD pe 
a0 


sooty in oo press of ers ae 1 
lican’ France, and ‘of most E 


as Mr. Bullitt. While eulog 
Bullitt’s report, and. very nearl 
Bolshevism is effecting in the > i 
cation, Senator Gardiner was v 
not to answer my charge that he 
stituting himself a Bolshevik w . 
defending the principles of | 
He resented being called a Bols he 21 
in the next breath he defended 
ciple of Bolshevism as set, out 1 
believed by many to be a very fi | 
port of Bolshevism in operatio 
honorable senator cannot avoid t 
If in this Senate he defends 
in operation on the-basis of 
report, he is in some measure 
himself, and he cannot claim i | 
cusation $8. untaae. 3 Cae 
Senator GARDINER. ~The ay 
shevik” means “ majority.” 
Senator BAKHAP.—In : 
Bolshow 
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little in common with the principles of. 
Democracy. Ii is in accordance with the 
* ire goes of military might and power. 
_ dt is operating in the sense of the applica- 
tion of force, and not the application of 
democratic principles. The press is fair 
~ enough. In an article written by Madam 
Lenin and edited by Ramsay Macdonald, 
reference is made to the educational 
system, and although it contains some 
- ¢ommeénts to which exception may be 
_ taken, I see nothing wrong in it. Some 
are of the opinion that it embodies sneer- 
ing references to religion, because it refers 
to churches as public halls. Apart from 
that, it cannot be called objectionable. 
ae ok era dealing. with every phase of 
- Bolshevism is available. I have in 
‘my possession an American publication 
which I have taken from our Parlia- 
_ mentary Library, containing an article 
entitled, “ Bolshevism or Marxian So- 
tre cialism,” by John Spargo. Mr. Spargo, 
__ according to the editor of the World's 
Work, from which I shall quote, is the 
leading spokesman of the orthodox 
Socialists of America. 
_ that Bolshevism is a travesty. upon 
socialistic philosophy, he speaks with 
authority. What are his concluding re- 
Bare marks— | c 
But nearly half a century later we find men 
i WE ike Lenin and Trotzky ignorantly repeating 
the tragic errors of 1871 upon a far vaster 
seale; trying to apply the methods of the 
_ Commune to the immeasurable task of 
Ren realizing the vast programme of Communism in 


a land in which the historical and economic 
development for that programme is wholly 








lacking. It would be a spectacle to excite the | 


Bay laughter of gods and men were thé issues less 
7 oa tragic, but there can be no laughter, no mock- 
eg _ sing derision, only infinite sadness, when we re- 
_ . member that their ghastly experiment ‘amounts 
Get to a vivisection of the writhing and bleeding 
“body of Russia. 
ye 
ae Senator Garpiver.—I merely expressed 
«the opinions of men who visited Russia. 
Senator BAKHAP.—Quite so. I may 
ea. the honorable senator that if I had 
"8 EP ispated a, discussion such as this it 
~ would have been an easy matter for me to 
_ have produced a dozen magazines contain- 
ing articles with incontrovertible criti- 
Saree ‘eism' of the Bullitt report. I have re- 
ey ferred to publications that come to us 
_ from the,Republic of France. Here is 
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written by a Russian, and it is, indeed,, 
tragic. ve i inerely mention one of the 
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When he declares » 


8 ie French review containing an article ~ 


Ge aa: sie tai eh se m8 ae Bed ‘ 


' Address-in-Reply. 99 
episodes describing the distribution of the 
property of landed proprietors. AU 
the goods and chattels of one particular 
landed proprietor were confiscated and 
then distributed by the lottery system. 
They were taken out and ticketed in this 
Soviet “ Tattersall” and the prizes drawn. 
Here again inequality became manifest 
and caused heart-burning amongst the 
people who were dissatisfied with their 
economic conditions. As a result of the 
draw, one lucky person secured a fine 
horse,’ whilst another obtained a tennis 
racquet. This resulted in a quarrel, be- 
cause one had received a prize of greater 
value than another. I am not going to illus- 
trate at any very great length, although 
I could if I so desired, the fallacies of cer- 
{ain opinions entertained by people in 
favour of the socialistic system in opera- 
tion in Russia. It is true that between 
the horrors of Czarism and the horrors 
of Bolshevism there is room for many 
shades of opinion and different niethods 
of economic and social action. There is 
no doubt that humanity, whether literate 
or illiterate, has to come to its senses 
if it is. going to ‘survive.’ Out 
of this welter .of blood and misery 
in Russia there will arise, in time, some- 
thing like sane government. But at 
what.a. terrible price, and one which I 
hope a community such as ours will never 
have to pay. I would not have dealt 
with this subject had I not thought it 
necessary to answer’ the eloquent, but 
futile, advocacy of Bolshevism by Senator 
Gardiner. 

Senator GarpInER.—I merely put for- 
ward the report of the American Com- 
mission. 

Senator BAKHAP.—yYes; but incon- 
trovertible evidence in rebuttal has been 
produced, and the report of the Commis- 
sion has been amply criticised. 

Senator Garpiner.—Three 
sioners, reported. 

Senator BAKHAP.—I know that. I 
had to go at once for these references, 
and if honorable senators so desire they 
can obtain from our Parliamentary Lih- 
rary a magazine containing an article by 
a British officer of high repute who was 
brought into ¢lose association with the 
true “position. He deals with one phase 


commis- 


‘of the principles - of Bolshevism.  Al- 
though men of the world ’ do not. 
care to /refer in the Legislature 

to matters in 


delicate broad terms, © 


a 














A 100 


3 ticularly its 


‘nat know the facts of the case. 
of what officially transpired under his 
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At 


the “writer of this article speaks. ‘of 


. Bullitt’s laudation of the practical dis- 
| appearance of prostitution in Soviet Rus- 
sia. It has been wisely remarked: in. ji 


criticising the Bullitt report, and par-: 
reference to prostitution, 
that there has been a general lowering 
of the moral tone of the Russian women. 
In connexion with the question of edu- 
cation, which Madam Lenin deals with, 
this officer has stated that the school. 
mistresses who are instructing the 
scholars are, generally speaking, women. 
of easy virtue. Reference has been 
made to the fact that Russian news has 
been suppressed by our newspapers, but 
nothing is said of an article such as this 
which is completely condemnatory of at 
least one phase of the Bolshevik educa- 
tional system. It has been said that, 
since the revolution, the standard of edu- 
cation in Russia has been raised, and 
surely there was room for it, because it 
was the lowest of any country in the 
world, not excepting Spain. 

In the course of his speech, the Leader 
of the Opposition in the Senate (Senator 
Gardiner) said that Australian soldiers 
had been sent to Russia to assist in re- 
stormg the Czar to the throne.. I do not 
think there is one Australian who cares 
wopence about the restoration of the 
Czar. Any action that would bring 


about the restoration of the old régime 


is not hoped for or desired, and I would 
not like to see it accomplished. Although 
I admire many of the principles of the 
French revolution, I am not likely to 
prenounce a eulogy on a reign of terror, 
The events which occurred in the Reign 
of Terror during the first’ French revolu- 
tion have been eclipsed. a thousandfold 


by what has transpired in Soviet Russia. 


Senator GarpINER.—Why does the 
American Commission report that there 


have not been 5,000 executions ? 


Senator BAKHAP. —Because he did 
_ He spoke 


Why, the machine guns at Odessa 
mowing down the un- 


eyes. 
the other day were m 


fortunate refugees who were being taken 


away on British men-o’-war,, and who | 


were being defended by cadets. 
Senator Prarce.—The reply of the 


- Soviets would be that the killing of those 
people did not amount to executions— 
bP bhat| ie were called as os result of ac- 
phe aang 


pi 
) 





‘they deserve. 


_ their own salvation as et natic 


to belaud their peculiar savageries i 


Raed back to the Government 


: faite cers and ats cons it uted » 
supporters of the ‘proposa | 
| ieee ee ties Meee that 
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says ee the best atti naan  @ 
wild. heaste in cages. Let t them. fig 
their. troubles pron psy, Bey 


ment as ‘they deserved, ‘and 1 
acquire a higher mental and ¢ 
dard they will get ‘She! Gov 


Vee Ha 
Senator PRarTen. We: as not 


stand the Russiaris, because they 
Eastern than Western in n their 


uss laboriously, Hiroagte ae ¥ 
misery, and through tears, work 


had to do. 


tempting to dela in any wane 
ations of the Russian people in 
itself, be they for good or for ill. 
cannot sit silent when an attempt 


direction of government as_ _somet 
worthy of the admiration and a p2 


ae F 


Hanes and shall preced to eal 


see of proprtiona “open 


Bill, qs ihe seach that it show 


an unsatisfactory measure, i 

it did not provide for proporti 
presentation. TI do not say tha 
votes secured in favour of that 
ment came ie the mehr 


hig: persons of Senator ei : 
Needham, and Senator O’ Keefe, 


soe 












ee ei} oes ‘GARDINER. 7 Pie voted 
ay ‘ against: it, because proportional represen- 
‘ _ tation ‘would be worse than the preferen- 
ig as tial system—absolutely worse. » 

Senator BAKHAP.—Then all that the 
he OP ieukable senator is in favour of is a 
‘measure which will provide for the block 
_ yote in all its original crudity, and which 
« will enable the multiplicity of candidates 
to ‘secure the defeat of majority rule. 
 Serfator Garpiner.—I want to give 
each candidate an equal chance. 

_. Senator BAKHAP. —We were wise 
~ enough to discriminate. Whilst Senator 


_ were not going to abate one jot of their 
allegiance to proportional representation, 
they declined to permit the continuance 


of ‘the electors throughout the Common- 
sat Cvealth to be deprived on occasion of their 
if a right to majority representation in this 
Chamber. Consequently, we voted for 
the measure which has brought about 
almost what it was designed to effect. 
No apology is required for that measure. 
Ii was intended to do away with the 
danger of minority rule on account of 
the multiplicity of candidates when close 
political organizations like the Labour 
Ce perty would put forward only three can- 
_ didates in each State. : 
Senator GaRDINER.—I am glad to hon 
“that admission’ of its party purpose. 
Senator BAKHAP.—I am not sorry 
ae the electors, by reason of cross-voting, 
i e : have returned Senator Gardiner to a seat 
in this Chamber. Of course, if they 
* choose. to mix their votes it necessarily 
inion. that their representation will be 
bi mixed. Personally, quite apart from our 
Wiehe differences upon political matters, I re- 
gard Senator Gardiner as a man who 
should be in this Senate. But I fear that 
‘on the present occasion the honorable 
‘senator is not acting with that openness 
which usually characterizes him. He has 
wag lenounced our Electoral Act as a swindle, 
quite forgetting that he voted against 
i proportional representation which would 
have secured to his party in five other 
aay ee, the return of at least one répre- 
do sentative i in this Chamber, just as the pre- 
_ ferential system did in New South Wales. 


we? 
































liberately provides that minorities shall 
be represented here is a swindle. 


enator BAKHAP.—Is the honorable 
ator one with the obliteration of 


 Pratten and those who supported him 


of a system which has caused a majority. 


con - Senator GarpineR.—An Act which de- - 
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his party; if not, then what is he grumb- 
ling about in respect to minority rule? 


Senator GARDINER.—Our party is not 
obliterated. 


Senator BAKHAP.—It will be after 
the 30th June next, with the exception of 
the honorable senator himself. Senator 
Gardiner objects to minority rule, and yet 
claims that a measure which gives com- 
plete effect. to majority rule is a swindle. 
The honorable senator’s logic is unworthy 
of his intellect. So much for the Elec- 
toral Act. I am in favour of an amend- 
ment of that Act which will secure for 
us proportional representation. I have 
very little time for those people who view 
with horror.the prospective condition of 
the Senate after 30th June next, because 
the Labour party will have very little re- 
presentation in it, but who see in our 
State Legislative Councils, from which 
Labour opposition is almost entirely ab- 
sent, model Chambers of review. I have 
no time for such logicians. They demand 
the abolition of the Senate on the ground 
that it is useless, because it has ceased 
to be an effective Chamber of review, and 
because one large section of the commu- 
nity will not be represented in it. But 
what about our Legislative Councils? 
Many of the members of these bodies are 
men of very great’ intellectual capacity. 
But is the great Labour party represented 
there? In Tasmania it has one represen- 
tative out of eighteen, in Victoria four or 
five out of forty odd. Yet we are told 
that these Legislative Councils are excel- 
lent Chambers of review, and that the 
Senate is not, merely because Labour re- 
presentatives ‘will be absent from it. Out 
upon such logic! Piffle! 


I wish now to say something more di- 
rectly bearing upon great national pro- 
blems. Undoubtedly much has been out- 
lined in the Governor-General’s Speech 
which is of very considerable value. But 
I first wish to deal with a policy that to 
my mind will be absolutely subversive to 
our society if we permit it to continue. 
We all know that during the past eight 
or nine months Australia has suffered 
from the effects of two major strikes, and 
one minor. strike. There have been many . 
more industrial disturbances, of course, 
but I shall refer only to these three. 
Owing very largely to these. strikes, 
during the past eight months I have 
passed only one ‘month—that during 
which the election campaign was 
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In progress—in the State thas Dy. 
-have the honour to represent. For 
_ five months I was. kept in Melbourné 
i owing to the shipping strike. 
mania two or three days after the recent ~ 


election in a small vessel, and IT have been 


here ever since, chiefly owing-to the diffi- 
culties created by the marine engineers’ 
strike. The seamen’s strike started in 


June of last year, and caused an infinite’ 


amount of misery and trouble in the 
Commonwealth. The marine engineers’ 
strike commenced towards the middle of 
last December, and ended only at. the 
beginning of the present week. Yet al- 


ready the shadow of other strikes is loom- . 


ing over us. In fact, we are told that in 
New South Wales 
miners are already on strike. ‘Therefore, 
this question of holding up industry—of 
- paralyzing our industrial and economic 
_activities—must be regarded as one of 
paramount importance at the present 
juncture: As this subject is related to 
one to which I shall presently refer, I 
wish it to be clearly recognised—in order 
that a full understanding of the posi- 
tion may be gained—that these strikes 
were of an Inter-State character. 
one of them was outside the jurisdiction 
of our Commonwealth Conciliation and 
Arbitration Court. The seamen’s strike, 
the marine engineers strike, and the coal 
miners’ strike were all Inter-State dis- 
putes—that is, disputes extending beyond 
the limits of any one State. The strike 
of the engine-drivers. on the East-West 


railway may also be characterized as an 


Inter-State dispute, because our Arbitra- 
tion Court had undoubted jurisdiction in 
connexion with it. Therefore, we are 
able to contemplate the question of in- 
dustrial legislation in its effects upon 
strikes of an admittedly Inter-State 
-character.. Now what happened? These 
strikers, by the very fact that they struck. 
showed no respect for the principle of 
arbitration. They brought to bear what 
they thought was the power of force—the 
power to hold the community by the 
throat, and to exact from it what they 
regarded as their just dues. 


seamen and of the engineers had very 
little to say about the merits of those dis- 
putes. The attitude properly taken up 
as all loyal citizens. ef a reflective mind 





| - was: that in disputes of that description 


ne was not Shae en the seamen or en- 


\ 


I left, Tas- 


some of the coal 


Not 


Those of us- 
“who criticised severely the action of the 
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gineers: to. strike. 


hesitation, I take as my “uid 
in this connexion a’ statement, 
vernor Cooledge, of Gre 5 
America, who has said, “There 
right to ‘strike against the public 
by anybody, anywhere, any time. 
Australian people must recognise t 
utterance ernboding a very Brea 


Hod eae to criticise pest: tha 
Government did in connexion | wi 


What I complain of is that poy 
an extent they opposed inertia 
foree enn eee a the Abeer 









no Winssiee at the ee of al 
trial dispute, attempting methods o 
ciliation by offering advice to the 
in a friendly spirit. But when 
an attempt on the part of any or 
en to Sioa: bY force from -the ror 

























tribunals, fie ‘Golerrsa Bae 
with all the force at their disposa 
an example is made of some | 
zation which strikes, heedless of 
tribunals that have been. creat ; 
settlement of industrial. grieva ces, 
shall havea state of flabbines e 
which may result in the ruin of ~ 
monwealth, The Commonwealth 
millions sterling through these 

and it has also lost something whic 
still more valuable by reason o 
ping of the morale of its peop 
people are beginning to believ 
Government are powerless in- 
an active minority. In that 
there is some degree of truth. 
what majority a Government n 
if they do not act with that f 
directness which they. are. entitl 
an active minority will soone 
overwhelm them, and will est 
condition of things which we har 
‘to. contemplate as. likely to b 
istence.  Thewetors, witho t 






ae “upon the merits of the seamen’s 
he strike, the engineers’ strike, or the coal 
miners’ strike, I say that the next Go- 
_ wernment which, after exercising con- 
, eiliatory methods, does not marshal all 
_ the forces at its disposal to deal with the 
| strikers, will fail in its<duty, and will 
eet have seen the last of my support. 
Senator Garprver.— The honorable 
aoe" Senator. must be sure that he has the 
a ed on his side if he intends to make 
Poo si fight of “it. 
at Senator BAKHAP.—I want to deal 
“with people who threaten the community. 





tude. It is the only attitude that can 
gave any country. In yesterday’s Herald 

I read of the great ee railway strike, 
ae -and- that— 

ei MM. Millerand, the nae addressing the 

deputies amid enthusiasm, indicated that the 

» Government was prepared to mobilize addi- 

tional strikers and swiftly crush the disorders. 

Pe: ‘The purpose.of the strike, he said, was clearly 

_-—s revolutionary, and the nation’s interests must 

ps ever be held superior to those of any union. 

_. Those are my sentiments. I hope that 
 M. Millerand will successfully carry 
them out, and that he will demonstrate 
to Frenchmen, Englishmen, and people 

all over the world that the ma jority of 
_ amy nation, either politically, industri- 

ie. eally, ‘or otherwise, must govern. I fur- 
ther learn that—~ 
_ ~The Chamber of Deputies approved of the 

_ Governments measures by a majority of 241. 
That is the sort of Government we want, 

ie cand. that is the sort of Parliament we 

aeetlis require. | : 

f Pe vd Senator GARDINER. — The fee Govern- 

an oe ‘ment in Australia which attempts to use 

oree against the workers will make the 

: es plunder of its lifes: 

. ‘ae oo Senator BAKHAP.—Here ‘is the com- 

a: ment an a French magazine on -M. 

; “Ss -Clemenceau’s election speech at Strass- 

Pe: ate * burg— 

He has declared: courageously that the Go- 

i . ernment shall cause respect for order to pre- 















eee but. against the excessive power of organiza- 
ions which pretend to substitute vohton mae 

or the nation. 
x 
~ lie utility and causés infamies to be per- 
pata? ” petrated in the name of industrial re- 
us dress, then it wants to be taught a lesson ; 
s x it wants to be taught that it is not the 
is nation. — Do honorable senators know 
ey , what, ‘Tasmanian representatives had to 
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I am not alone m taking up this atti- 


the iils. of 


ail, and shall work not only against anarchy | 


When any organization hangs up a * pub- 
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Bat up Uadieh during the marine engi- 
neers’ strike? There would be of a 
morning forty or fifty men, womef, and 
children waiting for me and. other Tas- 
manian representatives, imploring us to 
secure some means of sending them’ back 
to other- members of their families in Tas- 
mania. I can give the case of one poor 
woman, the mistress of a country post- 
office at a place called Western Creek. 
She came over with her husband and 
daughter. ' She had left an infant seven 
months old in the care of a daughter of 
ten or twelve years. She'had left her ° 
post-office in the care of the eldest lad, 
a boy of fifteen. Her husband had to 
have a surgical operation performed for 
the removal of a diseased ‘bone from the 
jaw, and the little girl, who was six or 
seven years old,.had to uave am eye re- 
moved because of*some birth-mark inter- 
fering with her sight. ‘This poor woman 
secured four weeks’ leave, and found her- 
self confronted with the strike. I had 
to communicate with the postal authori- 
ties in Tasmania, and I ean say, to the 
honour of Mr. D’ ‘Emden, that he realized 
the circumstances at once, and extended 
to this poor woman the consideration ~ 
which she sought. At last she got back, 
and the letter of thanks I received from 
her would move a heart of stone. Here 
was a mother of seven children, with a 
sick husband and sick child, stranded in 
Victoria, with a baby seven months old 
at home, and the post-office, which 
helped to bring in a little towards keep- 
ing the family, left in the charge of a — 
boy fifteen years of age, and all this 
brought about In the name of redressing 
labour. The Government 
must not be content with just endeavour- 
ing to conciliate the strikers when next 
they” strike, but must exhibit to them the 
whole force of the nation. If the Aus- 
tralian people have become so spineless 
that they will see with pleasure -at any 
time a section of the community triumph 
over the Government. when there are tri- 
bunals already provided, or that can be 
easily provided, to adjudicate upon: the al- 
leged injustice, then the Australian people 
are not worthy of a strong Government, 


_and the time has come when self-respect- 


ing-men, whether they be Prime Minis- 
ters, Ministers, or members “of Parlia- 
ment, should abandon their _port- 
folios. and their seats in the Legis-_ 
lature and walk out, leaving their 
places to be filled _by bas Maritain | 
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representatives of an unworthy people 
who know not what liberty is, or of what 
it should be thought to consist. 

I have something to say about a mat- 
ter which I think is of great importance. 
The referendum proposals introduced into 
this Chamber last session were very 
strongly opposed by me. 

Senator GarpiInER.—You had a great 
victory at the polls. 

Senator BAKHAP.—At any rate, I 
was the only senator who set up nega- 
tive action in the Senate in connexion 
with those proposals, and my action was 
indorsed by the electors at the polls. The 
Government in the Governor-General’s 


Speech exhibits its policy and says it re- 


grets the defeat of the~referenda pro- 
posals. The Prime Minister (Mr 
Hughes) and ~ others who have been 
so long politically associated with him, 
and who have voted for and advo- 
cated these proposals ‘before, when 


they have been just as often rejected, - 


have been consistent. They exhibit 
no spirit of great affection for the 
Australian Constitution as it stands, and 
no one can accuse them of any inconsist- 
ency in again attempting to secure the 


sanction of the electors to what are 
known as the , referendum proposals. 
But I have very little praise 
and very little political respect for 


those who were for so long associated 
with mein the Liberal party, and 
who on many occasions told the Aus- 
tralian people that these proposals em- 
bodied principles subversive of all -that 
was best and most stable in the Austra- 
lian Constitution, and. then, perhaps 
hypnotized by the genius and ability of 
the Prime Minister, swallowed what they 
had said on three or four previous occa- 
sions, and attempted a somewhat half- 
hearted advocacy of them. JI have for 
those gentlemen very little political re- 
spect, although I may abound in per- 
sonal respect for them: It was a political 
action that did not commend itself to the 
people of Australia, and the consequence 
was'that these proposals were rejected, 
as they had been rejected twice at. the 
polls before, and as they had been with- 
drawn once before for fear of defeat. 

‘Senator Millen spoke of his objection 
to the win, tie, or wrangle business, and 
I must say I deprecate most heartily, this 
proposal to set up a Convention immedi- 
ately after the turmoil of the general elec- 
tion, or within a year following it, for 


} 
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the purpose of attempting to secure igh 


vote just.fies a Convention ? 
Senator BAKHAP.—No. 


tional. 
Constitution provided the machinery 


Parliament passes the necessary amend- 
ments, as it 1s surely competent to do, 
and the people reject them, those who 
profess the principles of Democracy must 
admit that the people’ are wiser than 
the Parliament in their own interests. If 
they do not reject them, the Constitution 






° . . . ° ee i 
radical alteration of the Constitution. 


Senator GarpinER.—Do not you think — 
the difference of opinion shown in the ~ 


‘This pro- 
posal of a Convention is extra-constitu-— 
The wise men who framed the 
for — 
alteration in the Constitution itself. If — 


af 


7 


ee ee 


is then amended in accordance with the 


constitutional machinery. I shall not be 
so unwise as to deny that many people 


who voted against the referendum pro- — 
posals are not particularly antagonistic to 
the holding of a Convention; but I do 
say that the proposal to hold a Conven- 


tion was embodied in the referendum pro- 


MEE A 


posals, and was rejected equally with — We Ae 


them. , Will the sky fall if the Austra- 


lian Constitution is not tinkered with? 
Is there anything in the Australian Con- 
stitution which limits in any way the in- 
dustrial and economic energies of the Aus- 
tralian people? We are a free people, 


I am not one of those who believe that 
the Constitution is sacrosanct, but I do 


say that, in deference to the great men 
belonging to the generation now so 
rapidly passing away, men who were ad- 


mittedly of a greater intellectual stature 


than ourselves, we should not lightly in- 
terfere with their work. 


and the structure. 


There will then be 


plenty of time to make alterations and to — 


remedy the defects. There is nothing” 


vitally wrong with the Australian Consti- — 


tution. 
Senator O’ Logunin.—Is the dead hand 
to govern ? | 


Senator BAKHAP.—Many of the men 


who framed the Constitution, so lately — 


As it is, the 
masonry of the Commonwealth Constitu- ~ 
tion is still green. It is not set. Let the, 
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was it adopted, are living still. Thereis ~~ 


no dead hand about that instrument. 
Senator O’Loguiin.—Many 
were in favour of an alteration. 
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a a ai iehecle That point wag lately aaa: 
Z mined — at the polls. Australia wants 
tea By “peace—not only the cessation of belli- 
Bi | is gerent activities, but industrial peace and 
1 Perera : peace. What is proposed for 
us? We are only a few months from a 
Le F menaral election at which these very pro- 
_ posals wete dealt with by the electors, 
and yet it is intended ‘to Sinblish a. Con- 
vention, an extra-constitutional machine, 
1 vto set. all the machinery of a general elec- 
tion in motion again for the purpose of 
6 altering” this much-beworried Constitu- 
_ tion, which, nevertheless, has proved 
1 “itself up to ‘the present a most effective 
instrument for legislators to wield. What 
are you going to do with this Conven- 
ita? Is it going to be anominee one? In 
the present temper of our Australian De- 
_Mmocracy, will a nominee Convention be 
Ss ‘ considered for a moment? Will the re- 
it sults of its arguments and deliberations 
_ be met with honour? TI have some doubt 
about the matter. If itis to be an elective 
‘a ee all the machinery: of a Senate 
As Na election will have to be set in motion 
once more. We must have a general elec- 
ve tion throughout Australia within eleven 
| . _ months of the holding of the last. - 
Pee aaa economy! Talk of common sense! 
- Talk of peace! Talk of genuine devotion 
uy to the problems of Australian de- 
“Sie _ velopment! The criticism «has in- 
deed point which says that our 
national recreation is that of holding 
one. The Constitution will do very 
well for some years to come. It is not 
Pens of a defect in the constitutional 
instrument that we have failed to deal 
with these Inter-State strikes. They are 
a Fee Sia and the Constitution applies 
' to them. It may be that the Arbitration 
ee “Act can be amended in some directions, 
although many friends of arbitration are 
_ beginning to despair of it because of the 
Tack of recognition of the arbitration ma- 
“he chinery. Nevertheless, it is competent 
SRY 
for us to legislate in every direction in 
regard to arbitration, and there is no 
ndrance whatever in’ regard. to any 
> aie undertaken by virtue of the 
sae Constitution as it at present exists. I 
iin am opposed to the holding of this Con- 
ie ae and to the holding of a general 
_ ~ election for the purpose at any time with- 
in the next two or three years, and I very 
a Sain doubt the wisdom of any attempt 
' to use this extra- constitutional machinery 
pees’ tor oa ‘the alteration of Es et 
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stitution. I accept the thing with very 
great reservation. I reserve to myself 
the right to vote against any proposal to 
establish a Convention, because the ma- 
chinery of our government is in its 
essence exceedingly simple. It is’ ultra- 
democratic, and if the ultra-democratic 


" representatives of an ultra-democratic 


people pass constitutional amendments, 
they are open to be adopted or rejected 
by the Australian people in their wisdom 
according to the Constitution as it at 
present exists. But the truth is that, un- 
fortunately, there are in this Parliament 
many people who are absolutely hostile to 
the Constitution as it at present exists. 
They hope vitally and substantially to 
remodel its entire character. I warn the 
true Federalists that by acceding to this 
proposal they may be letting in the tide. 
They may radically alter, and, in fact, 
almost destroy, the Federal character of 
that Constitution ~hich they are really © 
pledged to maintain. Is the American. 
Constitution as flexible as ours? Is it as 
democratic as ours? Yet it has not pre- 
vented the American people from in- 
creasing in a century and a half from 
3,500,000 to 120,000,000, to constitute a 
nation which is now. the arbiter, almost 
moral as well as material, of the world’s 
destinies. Can it be complained that we, 
5,000,000 people, are under any great 
disability here because of the fact that 
we do not whole-heartedly adopt the 
principle of eternally tinkering with our 
Constitution ? 

A great. deal has been said about 
this Senate. If the Senate, in its un- 
wisdom, agrees to this Convention pro- 


posal, I am going to undertake; even at 


the risk of wearying my fellow senators, 
the task of showing the public why the 
Senate is not constitutionally all that it 
should be as a Chamber of Review. IL 
have said that the Constitution is not 
sacrosanct. I respect and revere the men 
who framed it, and I have had the honour 


-to know many of them; -but there was a 


great deal of talk of deadlocks at the time 
Federation was consummated, and there 
was an eternal desire on the part of 
every public man to do something that 
would prevent deadlocks. There is no 
such thing .as a deadlock. A deadlock 
solves itself. . -It is merely the decisive 
exercise of the veto power. This Cham- 
ber has the constitutional defect that it 
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has not a complete veto power, It is in of our opposition to certain measu 


a weaker position, in one sense, than even 


the House of Lords since the passing of © 


' the Parliament Act, because the House 
of Lords can veto a measure for two 
years. lwo years must pass before its 


veto can be overridden, but the 
veto of the Australians Senate can 
be overridden in = three months 


unless it submits itself to the penalty of 
a dissolution. The reason that this is not 
a ssronger Chamber of Review jis that it 
has not the power of absolute veto. Other 
so-called Chambers of Review, many. of 
them containing men of. ability—I refer 
to the Legislative Councils of our State 


Parliaments—have the power of effective 


veto; and I think it has been-a very good 
thing for Australia that it has been exer- 
cised on some occasions. Sometimes it 
has been exercised unwisely, but, neverthe- 
less, the power 
any proposal for the public benefit shall be 

well hammered out on the anvil of public 
opinion, and eventually, if the people 


maintain their adherence to a principle 


long enough, the Legislative Councils will 
not persist in their opposition. 

Senator O’Loeurm.—The Council has 
blocked measures 
South Australia. 

Senator BAKHAP.—And the people of 
that State may be all the better for the 


exercise of the effective veto there. I 


know of many proposals that would 
probably pass the House of Representa- 
tives, but which, I believe, 
blocked for one hundred years. Under 
eur present Constitution, the Senate can 
only block measures for three months, un- 
less the people stand behind this Cham- 
ber of the Legislature. 

Senator Tuomas.—I think you are not 
in favour of the double dissolution. 

Senator BAKHAP.—Not perhaps in 
the humorous sense suggested by the hon- 


orable senator; but as a more or less super- 


ficial student of our constitutional history, 
T am opposed to the principle of a double 


dissolution, because the Senate cannot 


exercise its veto for a longer period than 

' three months without subjecting itself to 

the penalty of a double dissolution. 
Senator Prarren.—tt could send the 


other House to the electors. | 
Senator BAKHAP.—No. The Go- 


- -yernment: can itself decide to go to the 





_ electors independently of us, but. because 


has always insured that, 


for twenty years in 


should be provision in regard to the veto 


from a small State, to strictly y 
the Federal character. of our Const 


this in a ee of pore to > th me FO 






































of a little over three momma and 
that no Chamber. of Review can be 
tive in such circumstances. — There was 
proposal for a constitutional amendmet 
which I outlined, and had it passe 

would have secured my supp ort. Tha’ 
was the intention to take “away _ 
the States powers which ‘ they — 
already exercised in the direction 
preventing Free Trade between 

States. The original intention o 
framers of the Constitution was that 
Australian people should enjoy ec 
Free Trade between the States. 
has not been secured.té them becau 
fortunately, the framers of the Con t 
tion, although great men ‘andsheeall 
were not demi-gods, and so they could - 

foresee the time when the Governm 
some particular State would stand 
dignity and. prohibit the exporta 
commodities produced within its bore 
into a neighbouring State. They 
not foresee that, and I do not 
them, because, as I have said, they \ 
not demi-gods, If any proposal to rev 
the Constitution is submitted, and I 


there if Secu am cede olchal the) sispte 
hold a Convention be adopted, I shal 
that something is done to secure com 
Free Trade between the States, a: 
that something is done to— ‘remov 


of the Senate. I may say, - in” 
sion, ‘on this point that — pk 


reserve to myself the right as a § 


pay 


by refusing to vote for any propos 
hold a Convention, particularly as 
designed, I understand, to hold : it 1 
one year of the general electio 
which we have just passed. I don 
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"as: we enter upon a state of peace. For 
BS instance, during the war period the power 


_ * of completely suspending the Habeas 
Corpus Act was in reality invested in the 
_ , -Minister‘for Defence (Senator Pearce). 
I think that, on the whole, it was neces- 

sary that this should have been so, and 


_™may have been experienced by the use of 
_ this arbitrary power in the hands of a 
“Minister, I do not think the administra- 
tion was unsympathetic, and in any case 
_ these conditions were inseparable from the 
exercise of this suspension. But because 
we suspended the Habeas Corpus Act 
- during wartime no one would dream. of 
- saying that the spirit of British liberty 
' should .be abstracted from judiciaries 
to the extent of permitting the sus- 
pension of the Act in times of peace. I 
have brought forward this illustration, not 
im an academic way, but in order to illus- 
. trate the fundamental difference between 
_ the economic, industrial, and commercial 
activities of a nation in times-of peace and 
. war. War is the negation of almost every- 
_ thing’ that we enjoy. in times of peace. 
_ Consequently I, as a miner, and one who 
is daily approached by the representatives 
of the mining industry, feel called upon 
to give grave consideration to the question 
whether it is desirable, and in -the in- 
terests of Australian industry, to allow 
~~ the embargo on the export of ores to con- 
tinue, without my strong protest. The 
~ matter, I understand, is under considera- 
tion by the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
at the present time. This embargo, I may 
_ point out, is operating to the serious detri- 
~ ment of the mining industry, and is like- 
wise affecting commercial life in Australia. 
_ I am not sure whether the very best thing 
is not for the Government to relinquisli all 
of, its power in regard. to pools and so 
forth, and to allow the various industries 
to be organized, if this is desirable, by 
_ the people themselves, operating under 
the direction of the captains of their re- 
Ai ty spective industries. ; 
_ Senator Prarren.—That is what the 
_ Government promise to do. ; 
Yee Senator BAKHAP.—I hope it will be 
done at the very earliest moment possible. 
_ I am sure the miners themselves desire 
this. Let us think.for a moment whether 
any business man is doing himself a good 
( turn when he refuses to serve a customer. 
For some time to come Australia must ex- 
__ pect primary production to constitute her 
“ principal source of revenue, and if we can 
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while some harshness in administration ~ 


TOG: 
secure international buyers, buyers from 
every country in the world, surely it will 
be to our benefit if they are granted full 
access to our markets. I know it has 
been stated, as an objection, that this 
policy might lead to trade with Ger- 
many. But, obviously, if the German 
desires to trade with us, and cannot do 
so directly, he will do it through indirect 
channels. It appears, therefore, that we 
will reap no benefit by refusing business 
from people who, after all, in an imdus- 
trial sense, are the best organized nation 
on this planet. We can protect our- 
selves by developing our industries along 
scientific lines, and thus meke provision 
against all those shocks which the Ger- 
man may attempt to give to our trade. 
When the German comes to us with what 
we require in the shape of money, or 
consideration for what we have to sell, 
we only deprive ourselves of a customer 
if we refuse to sell to him, because he 
will either purchase through agents, or 
from other countries which produce com- 


modities if not equal, at least in somewhat. 


similar volume, to Australia 

Senator Gurariz.—We must not for- 
get what they did with regard to our 
sulphides. 

Senator BAKHAP.—I assure honor- 
able senators that, ,in China, there are 
undeveloped possibilities fully equal to 
those of our own country, and that the 
Russian Empire, which produces almost 
the whole of the world’s platinum, and 
until the social revolution took - place, 
one-third) of the. world’s supply of gold, 


\ as well as one-third of the world’s wood 


pulp for paper production, presents an 
attractive field for industrial exploitation 
by the Germans. We may be sure that 
if we do not sell to Germany, she will 
obtain her products elsewhere, and com- 
pete with us along other lines, and in 
other channels in other countries. I say 
therefore, that, belligerent activities hav- 
ing ceased, and if the Mother Country 
is prepared to trade with Germany, we 
must—-aways considering our own in- 
terests—decide whether we shall trade 
with the people in that country or not. 
This may be an unpopular statement at 


the present ‘juncture, but I do not care 


about that. I am speaking in the in- 
terests of our primary producers. If we 
can secure remunerative business, and 
will not sell, then we shall suffer, or we 
may be selling to people who may be 
potentially just as dangerous to us as 


f 








"ever ake Germans were. 
a reservation which honorable 
will understand. 
not expect me to say more. I hope the 
embargo on the export of Australian pro- 
ducts will be speedily lifted, and that, 
ander a strong Government, the whole of 
our activities will soon assume their 
normal and peaceful course again. I 
may remark in closing that all the talk 
about tyranny and misery in Australia 
is very much exaggerated. I observe 


I say this a 
senators 








from the Treasurer’s last Budget state- 


ment that, in the Savings Banks of Aus- 
yi tral, there were 2,800,000 individual 
accounts, and as there are not 2,500,000 
adults in Australia, the Savings Banks 
‘of the Commonwealth have more ac- 
counts than there are adults in our popu- 
lation. That being so, and remembering 
that the amount to the credit of each in- 
dividual depositor increased during the 
war period, we may rest assured that, 
under a wise and strong Government, any 
attempted revolution or subversion of the 
liberties of the Australian Democracy, 
maust end in failure. On the other hand, 
government on sound and strong lines 
-_ will, in these circumstances, meet the suc- 
cess it always deserves. 


Debate (on motion by Senator Farr- 


BAIRN) adjourned. | 
Senate adjourned at 6.21 p.m. 








House of Representatives. 


: Dee Wednesday, 8 March, 1920. 


Mr. Srmasor (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
| took the ehair at 3 p.m., and read a hi 


Ui. 9.) MEMPER SWORN, 7 
‘Mr. FOWLER took the oath, and sub- 
scribed the roll as member for the elec- 
 toral division of Perth. | 


“BASE METAL INDUSTRY. 


| Mr, GREGORY.—In October lat ‘he 
(eae Minister promised that a Royal 


_ Commission would be appointed to inves- 


Cais: the base metal industry, and par- 





. 108 eae Metal i Industry. _{REPRESEN: TATIVES. 1 Offes 





‘Therefore they will 


which could be placed 


. Geelong, Bendigo, and Ballarat? 


‘dow + 


~~ is if 


satisfactory working of the Service 
economy would be “effected. by | 


of fact, tHe contrary would be tl 


ig de es merits Ok Ae case of alee 
of rifle shooting, 






















































Be 


me been done downs 
-Commission, and, if not ‘hat 18 
to be done? aa cl Wns 
Mr. HUGHES.—The quest 


to me to fall within the ca 


paper, and I shall be gla 
able member will give me 





OFFICIAL POST- OFFICE 


Insrnorors, "cae vai i 


ene upon notice— 


ah 
a. Hew many official Rie -offices Ww 
in Victoria in 1901? ae fF 
2. How many inspectors were 
ployed? | Pea 3 
3. How many official post: offices were the 
in 1919? . . 
4. How many inspéetors were ¢ 
ployed ? bt 
5. What are the salaries of inepoeigre 
6. What are the salaries of postmaste: 


7. Is it within the province and — , 
thé inspectors to criticise and report. upon tl 
work and duties of the aboveamentones pos 
masters? 

8. Is it departmentally conaileted 
tory that a lower-grade officer who m 
aspirant for a higher-grade position sh 
port upon the work of officers _ baud 
positions in the Service? ji 

9. Might not economy be shown in e 
departmental expenditure by lesse 
number of inspectors instead of can 
mail services in sparsely settled di 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to ‘the 
orable member’s cuss a are 


‘J, One hundred and seventy, 

“2. Four, 

3. Two hundred af twelve. a 

4, Ten. 3's Ay 

5..Two at £320 to £400 per inn 
at £420 to £500 per annum, and 0 
to £650 per annum. em). 

6. Geelong, £500 per annum; Be | 
per annum; Ballarat, £480 ven anm 

al; Yes, 

8. No. The position mentienets 
tion is, however, not applicable to 
inspectors in their relation to post: 

9. The office of inspector is essen 


number of positions of inspector 


ta 


COUNTRY RIFTE ( LUBS. 


Mr. GREGORY asked the . 
representing the ‘Minister for : 
upon notice— | | 


With a. view to ‘the “great 
the 








i. Propship ‘ Santina) 


4 your to vide better and more Mficient facili- 
ities to rifle clubs in country districts? 


ies Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE.—In view 

ae: of the necessity for economy and for the 

ee ~ Department to keep expenditure within 

} the amount provided on the Estimates, it 

is regretted that no facilities other than 

a Pitione already granted can be approved 
this financial year. 


t a -- TROOPSHIP SARDINIA. 
a ReFuND or Sonprers’ TRAIN Fare. 
fs K Mr. MACKAY asked nae Minister re- 


rat "presenting the Minister for Defence, 
oy ab Upon not2zce— 





ahs 





A: im |. Whether it is a fact. tae the Queensland 
he _ soldiers who refused to go round the coast in 
i _ the troopship s.s. Sardinia, on account of the 


i Guasiea filthy state of the ship and poor food, 
_ have been asked by the Defence Department to 
refund the sum of 21s., being train fare from 
_ Melbourne to Sydney? 
2. Has the request for this refund been sanc- 
' tioned by the Minister? 
i" ani Vig 3. Is it intended to insist on the payment de- 
cet from the soldiers concerned? 


)Sm@ GRANVILLE RYRIE.—The 
"answers ‘to the honorable member’s ques- 
"tions are as follow:— 


1. A number of men from the troopship Sar- 
i eee refused to proceed on this vessel from 
Bh 3 _ Melbourne to Sydney, and demanded ‘to be sent 
forward by rail. They were told that they 
__would only be permitted to proceed by rail on 
the condition that they paid their own fares. 
_ This, they stated, they were prepared to do. 
On these conditions, a special train was pro- 
_ Vided and Military Commandants concerned 
Were instructed to recover the amounts of the 
_ fares. 
ae 2 and 3. Having in view the finding of the 
Pye Court of Inquiry on this vessel, which 
was to the effect— 
that, with the exception of a few minor 
defects, the ship was well found; 
veg: that "the ship was kept in a clean and 
a Ran sanvary condition; 
-that the food supply was generally suffi- 
a cient in, quantity, but not liberal, owing to 
the state of food supply in the United 
Kingdom ; 
that the general quality of the food was 



















Sn good; 
Be to ks there would not appear to have been any rea- 
_. sonable grounds for the refusal of the troops 
to proceed on this vessel. Therefore, it is in- 
pe nded to insist on the payment of the fares in 
' uestion. 
“MILITARY BADGES AND 
ok ee DECORATIONS. 


Mr GREGORY asked the Minister 
paeontng, the Minister for Defence, 
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ribbons; whereas officers employed on hospital 
ships, such as the Karoola, are not so entitled? 

2. Will he give instructions that proper re- 
cognition be accorded all those whose duties 
took them frequently into the danger zone dur- 
ing the war period? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE. rie 
answers to the honorable member's ques- 
tions are as follow:— 


The returned soldiers’ badge is issued to 
members of the Sea Transport Service and 
Australian Army Medical Corps Staffs of 
hospital ships on discharge, provided they 
proceeded outside the last Australian port of 
eall during the period of the war and their 
services were satisfactory. Members of these 
staffs are also eligible for the following medals 
and ribands:— 


(a) 1914-15 Star. Staffs of hospital ships 
who, made voyages to and from a 
theatre of war during 1914 and 
1915. Members of the Sea Trans- 
port Service who landed in a theatre 
of war on or before the 3lst Decem- 
ber, 1915, in charge of a draft. 


(b) British War Medal. 
It is laid down in the conditions for the erant 
of the Victory Medal that the following are 
entitled to this award, provided they actually 
served on the establishment of a unit in a 
theatre of war and within certain defined 
periods :— 

Officers, warrant officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and men of the British, 
Dominion, Colonial,. and Indian Forces; 
members of women formations who have 
been enrolled under. a direct contract of 
service for service with His Majesty’s Im- 
perial Forces; civil medical practitioners, 
nursing sisters, nurses, and others em- 
ployed with military hospitals. 

Members of the Sea Transport Service are also 
eligible for the medal, provided they were in 
charge of a draft and landed in one of the de- 
fined theatres of war 


DR, GILRUTH. 


Vistrs to MrrsourNE—TRAVELLING 
ALLOWANCES AND EXPENSES. 


Dr. MALONEY asked the Minister 
for Home and Territories, woon notice— 


1. During Dr. Gilruth’s appointment as Ad- 
ministrator to the Northern Territory, what 
time did’ his residences in Melbourne cover? 

2. Will the Minister give the particulars of 
each visit and residence, and their individual 
duration ? 


3. What allowance per day, in addition to — 


salary, was made to Dr. Gilruth during these 
visits, and what is the aggregate amount paid 
to him for allowances while (a) absent from 
the Northern Territory, and (6) absent from 
Darwin within the Territory? 

4. What was the amount allowed him for ex- 


penses during his recent tour to Great Bri- 


tain? 








Bercy a) Mig At Aor PCS Aa Tee TTL ai 
110 Sydney Water-front 
Mr. POYNTON.—The answers to the 


honorable member’ s questions are as fol- 
low :— : 


1 and 2. Dr. Gilruth visited Melpourne at 
the Le ing times:—Ilst visit—From about 
24th March to about 21st April, 1913; about 
twenty-eight days. 2nd visit——From 19th Feb- 
ruary to 25th April, 1914; about sixty-five 
days. 38rd visit.—From 6th January to 29th 
March, 1915; about eighty-two days. 4th visit. 
From about 22nd September, 1916, to about 
16th July, 1917; about 297 days. sth visit.— _ 
From 9th. September to 29th September, 1918; 
about twenty days. Dr. Gilruth finally left 
‘the Northern Territory on 20th February, 1919, 
and arrived in Melbourne on 5th March. He 
remained in Melbourne, on duty, till 31st May. 
3. From date of appointment (25th March, 
/ 1912) to 9th July, 1917, the rate was £2 Qs. 
per day while absent from Darwin. From 10th 

July, 1917, the rate was £1 10s. per day while 

absent from Northern Territory, and ‘£1 per 

day while absent from Darwin within the Ter- 

ritory. The aggresate amount paid is—(a) 
while absent from Northern Territory, 
£1,527 8s.; (b) absent from Darwin within 
the Territory, £906 6s. 

4, The arrangement was that Dr. Gilruth re- 
‘ceived £2 2s.-per day expenses. His salary of 
£1,750 was also paid, as he was on leave due 
to him as Administrator, but the allowance of 
£500 per annum was not. paid. 


SYDNEY WATER-FRONT 
| BUREAUX SYSTEM. 
Mr. RYAN asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 


1. Whether, a. Commission will be appointed, 
as promised by him, to inquire into the Bureaux 
system existing on the Sydney water-front? 

2. If so, will the scope of the Commission’s 
inquiry include the Bureau established at what 
used to be the model lodging-house, No. 211 

_ Kent-street, Sydney? 
8. What unions (if any) will have repre- 
sentation on this Commission? 

4. Will the members of the whole of. the 
unions comprising the Transport Workers Fede- 
ration be permitted to appear, and give evidence 

before the Commission? ‘ 


- | Mr: HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as 
. follow :-— 


1, 2, and 3. Steps are now Beiie taken to 
appoint a tribunal to inquire into the condi- 
tions of the Sydney waterside workers with a 
view to effecting a settlement of matters in 
dispute on similar lines to those adopted in 
the ease of the Melbourne wharf workers, in- | 
cluding provision for—(a) preference for 


soldiers: (c) equality of opportunity for em- 
ployment for all others. It is proposed that 
the tribunal shall consist of one representative ~ 
of the ship-owners, one representative of the 
_ Waterside Workers’ Federation, and an inde- 
. pendent chairman, to be selected by the parties 
oe. by inet agreement, or, in the event of dis- 
Aa 







f wealth Government. 


original loyalists; (6) preference for returned ~ 






















































aareesnuae to % nominated ie y the Con 
‘4. The tribunal will decide ‘concerning 
shall be allowed to be mee before 
and as to who shall give rie nb & Sens 


ReE-saALes AND  Dasehaganne 
SPINNING, 


Si 
CoLonraL CoMBING, 
Weaving Company. 


Mr. FLEMING asked the pee 
ister, wpon notice— | 


1. What is the total amount for (1) ase st 
and (2) storage on the wool held on acc unt 
of the Imperial Government By: the 
Board? me 

2, What is now.the cost per day of “thes 
two items? Ai i 

(3) In what proportion are these costa’ 
by the growers and the Imperial Governm 


Myr. HUGHES. rcs | answers ts the 


tral Wool Gonninitiee! to sail Ss 
amount chargeable to the Wool Pool fo: 
interest, and (2) storage, without particu 
of the quantities of Australian wool stored 
England and other countries, the quantity 
wool afloat, also the carry-over wools | 
auction sales. All these factors are chan; 
daily. .The British Government’s — 
year ends 3lst March, when detailed 
ments will be furnished by the British Go- 
vernment’s auditors.’ 

2. The cost for interest on, “and storage 0 yf 
wool in Australia alone is approxim ‘ely ink 
£5,000 per diem. — a 

e. As all costs are deniieg to the. Wo 
count in the preparation of a balance-shee 
follows, that His Majesty’s British Gov 
ment and Australian wool-growers bear 
charges in the proportion of 50 and. 50, 
to Australian wool- -growers, a guaranteed 
mum of 153d. per pound of wool on a 
basis, plus f.o.b. charges at Australian p 


‘Mr. HILL asked the Prime Min 


upon notice— 


1, Whether he will lay on the ‘a 
House copies of the agreements of sale 
1917-18, 1918-19, and. 1919-20 wool ae 
tween the Central Wool Comma 
Imperial Government? fs 

2. Will the Prime Minister also” 
House— 
(a) The nature and personnel of th 

sentation of the Central Wool 
mittee in England with respect — 
re-sales of wool by. ik _Impe 
authorities ?: 

(b) The quantity of wool re-so 
amount received from re-sal 
respect to each clip, showing 
Imperial Government’s quot 
(b) the Central. Wool Com: 
quota on behalf of the Aus 
wool- Sgr OWT iy, ia 


4 





War Precautions 








aah What amount of money. has the Cen- 
_ tral Wool Committee in hand from 
bay ss ak kN re-sales of wool and otherwise for 
Dy aaa disbursement amongst the Austra- 
34 eae lian wool-grawers, when is the next 
7 disbursement likely to be made, and, 
- approximately, the total amount and 
the amount per cent. to the indivi- 
dual grower? 


oct.” Mev: HUGHES.—The agreement for 
_ the sale is contained in cable messages 
passing between the two Governments. I 

will:have a statement prepared setting 


out the agreement arrived at originally oe 


it and subsequent variations, together with 
_. the other information asked for by the 
_ . honorable member, and I will lay the 
STA document upon the table of the House. 
ty HIGGS asked the Treasurer, upon 
notice— - 
1. Having reference to a statement made by 
the Treasurer on the llth of July last (see 
Hansard of that date) that “action had been 
taken by the Government for recovery of 
moneys due to the Commonwealth and the Cen- 
tral Wool Committee by the Colonial Comb- 
ing, Spinning, and Weaving Company, and that 
MS we -writ had been issued against: the company on 
Pe ‘the Ist of March, 1919,” was the case ever set 
down. for trial; and, if not, why not? 

‘2. What. is the total sum of money received 
by the Government in connexion with the 
agreement between the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment and the Colonial Combing, Spinning, and 
Weaving Company? 

3. Are any moneys still due to the Common- 
wealth by the above company; and, if so, how 
much? 


1 AS a WATT. —The answers to the hon- 
- erable member’s questions are as fol- 
~ low :— : 


an _ 1. No; the pleadings are not yet closed. The 
defendants delivered their statement of defence 
and cross action on 19th February, 1920. 
a 2. £88,987 16s. 9d. In addition, the sum of 
£357, 808 9s. 5d. has been paid by ‘the company 
. into trust accounts at the Commonwealth 
Bank, Sydney, to abide the result of the liti- 
gation now pending. 
3. This question cannot be maeaekar until the 
y Btigation is at an end. 


om ey, 3 


2 Be WAR PRECAUTIONS ACT. 

Mr. GABB asked the Prime Ministér, 
upon novice— 

io - Will the Minister’ inform the House of the 


aoe when the War Precautions Act ceases to 
"operate? 


Mr. HUGHES.—I have already inti- 

; knead in reply to a question asked in the 
House by the honorable member for Cap- 
ricornia on Friday last, that the War 

Precautions Act will cease to have force 

; and effect at the expiration of three 
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ashi 


Act. 


‘months after the issue by the Governor- 


General of the Proclamation specified in 
section 2 of the War Precautions Act 
1914-1918 declaring that the war with 
Germany and Austria-Hungary as 
ceased. 


COMMONWEALTH PUBLIC 
SERVICE. 


Cost or Living’ ann Basic Wacr: SECOND 
Perriop oF FURLOUGH. 


Mr. ‘LAVELLE asked sha Prime Min- 
ister, woon notice—-: 

1. Will he take steps to pay the cost of liv- 
ing award to members of the Public Service 
immediately ? ? 

2. Has he looked into the Statute regarding 
Public Service awards, with a view to bringing 
them into operation when Parliament is not 
sitting? 

3. Has he considered the increase in the cost 
of living in New South Wales, with a view to 
increasing the salaries to Federal public ser- 
vants within that State, so as to bring their 
salaries up to the basic. wage? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 

1. The cost of living bonus recently awarded 
by Mr. Justice Powers cannot be paid until 
the fulfilment of the statutory requirement 
that an award shall be laid upon the table of 
the House for thirty days before coming into 
operation. 

2. The action suggested by the honorable 
member would involve taking away from Par- 
liament the power which it at present possesses 
of disapproving the operation of an award, and 
would necessitate an amendment of the Ar- 
bitration (Public Service) Act. I am looking 
into the matter to see how far an amendment 


of the Act is possible. “ 


3, Commonwealth Public Service awards are 
Federal awards, and the Arbitration Court will 
not fix differential rates for any one State. 


‘Dr. EARLE PAGE asked the Prime 
Minister, won notice— 

1. Is it a-fact that the granting of the geibina 
period of furlough to Commonwealth public 


servants has been approved ? 
2. If so, is it now possible for an officer to 


secure the second period? 


3. If not, will the Prime Minister make it 
available at the earliest possible moment? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
Lowe 

1. The Government has decided to introduce 
a Bill to amend the Public Service Act in the 


pounce indicated by the honorable member. 
2 and 3. Until the Act is amended, a second 


period of furlough cannot be granted to. ami ae 


officer. 





| SHIPPING STRIKE. apie: 
| Expenses or Prrvare ComPantes. 
LAZZARINI asked the Prime 5 


Minister, upon notice— ‘ 
1. Whether .it is a fact that the Federal Go- 


Mr. 


vernment is bearing any or all of the expenses 
incurred by private shipping companies as a 


result of the laying-up of that shipping as a 


result of the strike? 

2. If any, how much? 

3. And, if any, or all, why? 

Mr. HUGHES.—The shipping com- 
panies’ expenses have been borne by 
themselves, the Controller of Shipping 


“recognising only such liability as he in- 


curred under the regulations relating to 
the requisitioning of Inter-State ships 
and the charter party under which such 
ships are running. So far no hire has 
been paid to the owners of requisitioned 
vessels, but the expenses of watching and 
safeouarding cargo will have to be paid 


: by the Inter-State Central Committee out 






of revenue derived from fares 
freights. f 


POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS’ 
. BALANCE-SHEET. 


Mr. HILL asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 

‘Whether the 
Bill compelling every political organization to 
publish a balance-sheet showing receipts and 
expenditure? 


Mr, HUGHES. et shall bring the mat- 
ter before Cabinet for consideration. 


CONSTITUTION ALTERATIONS. 
Mr. HIGGS asked the Prime Min- 


ister, wpon notice— 

Will he give instructions for the preparation 
of a memorandum by the Crown Solicitor show- 
ing in parallel columns the respective proposed 
alterations to the Constitution in the years 
1913, 1915, and 1919, and the clauses of the 
Constitution that would be affected by the 
proposed alterations if carried, showing in 
black type in what respect the proposed altera- 


tions of 1919 differed from those of ike si F 


renee 

Mr. HUGHES. —A_ statement will be 
prepared showing in as convenient a form 
as possible the “several proposed altera- 


tions. 


WHEAT POOL. | 
ConTINUANCE OF THE SCHEME. ° 


Mr, HILL asked the Prime Minister, 
pepo notice | : 


‘In view of the shipping difficulties, eid the 


fact of a guaranteed advance of 5s. per bushel 
Be cat nant ln overament: with respect f 





- celvying en mae: 


-tion Department to returned soldiers 107, 


and > 


Government will introduce a 


‘of the ‘Government to. assist the 


tration camps; if. so, how many? 


ah Rater 














































wheat season? 


Mr. HUGHES. Hine 


presenting the Minister for | 
upon notice— 


of increasing the Mac lent. acy the 


chase houses to live in?) \()2) (ere 
2. Is it a fact that owing to the high C 
materials the present amount is insufficie 
purchase an ordinary ote pit 
a family? 


fon — 


1. This matter is now gs con 
2. Owing to the sharp rise both in t 
of materials and labour, it is increasingl di. 
cult to keep within the limits of the Ac yr 
particularly in resend to oc eh. the 


type. 


Mr. MAKIN ooh the: Bins Mi 


ister, upon notice — - coe 


Australian Imperial Force, is it the i 


mothers who are now in Great Britai 
to Australia, and of whose children it is. 


perial Force? Nu 


Mr. HUGHES. race i 
provided for women in the 

























travel to A aoteadte upon hee 11 
of any unmarried member of ‘th a \ 
tralian Ce bigs wn 


P NAtIvE-BORN AND Naru 
Mr. MAHON asked’ the ig 


ister, wpon notice— 
i Ags any persons still intend n 


2. The number of native- born Austral 
terned since August, 1914, and the sam 
mation regarding naturalized | persons? 
iio Have any persons been deported 
claimed naturalization in so part “ 
Empire; if so, how many? _ le 

4. The total cost of the i 






















Ke Pa dt 4 iy : 
UN hal of ae 


He / ‘How Many persons were iaierned at the 
Peer of the British Government, what has 
been ‘the cost of their maintenance, and 
_ whether the Government has obtained a refund 
of same? 
6. In view of the fact that persons interned 
f pe cating the war were not informed of the 
oeaoa against them nor confronted with their 


_ pose to take to satisfy the House and the 
ie ely of Australia that injustice has not been 
e a done to many accused persons? 


_ honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
aes eis : 

. ya to’ 5. The information will require some 
_ time to prepare. It will be supplied as soon 
as available. 

6. The necessities of the case of the Com- 
Hu _monwealth being at war, and the action taken 
i being for the safety of the Commonwealth, made 
eae inadvisable for the action suggested in the 

first part of the question to be taken. In the 
ease of natural-born internees, internments took 
place after submission to the Cabinet, and with 
nH ‘regard. to naturalized subjects of enemy origin, 
on the decision of the Minister for Defence, 
aie Tie. after consideration of all the facts. Internees’ 
“eases were reconsidered from time to time, and, 
“where the position justified it, releases were 
ns pads Subsequent to the Armistice, a release 
commission was appointed to consider doubtful 
¢ases referred to it by the Minister, and make 
Weiadthendations to the Minister, such recom- 
‘ “mendations receiving consideration on the line 
$ %, of policy laid down by the Cabinet, and con- 
NY 2 sequent decision arrived at and action taken. 


AP 
mes 
mah 





ae oy ait IMPERIAL MEAT CONTRACTS. 
Mr. GIBSON asked the 

te ie Eiiaie and Customs, wpon notice— 

‘ 1. Whether the date of the expiration of the 

~ existing Imperial meat contracts is yet known? 

a2, If so, what is that date? 

_ 8. Has the Imperial Government. finally de- 

~ termined not to enter into a new contract for 
i ee meat and mutton? 













i ber Seat aa 
1. The date is not definitely Sy. 

3 JUN See reply to No. 1. 

__ 3. His Majesty’s Government has stated that 
it does not desire te enter into further con- 
eurtle Bfets fot pacha of meat after the termi- 


aah *, 

| LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Motion (by Mr. Hucues) (by leave) 
_ proposed— 

We ‘That leave of absence for two weeks be 


given to the honorable member for Barker 
a: Livingston) on the ground of ill-health. 


_ TUDOR. — Would the Prime 
a ‘gin ne Hunter (Mr. Charlton), on 
Me the same eneng |, ro 
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accusers, what steps do the Government pro- | 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the. 


_CENSURE 


SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY: 


Minister for 


Committee to consider 
granted to His Majesty. 


Mr. Hucues.—Certainly. 
Question amended accordingly, and re- 


solved in the affirmative, 


PAPERS. | 
The following papers were presented : — 


Arbitration (Public Service Act)— 

Awards and Orders made by the Common- 
wealth Court of Conciliation and Arbi- 
tration, and other documents, in the fol- 
lowing cases :— 

Australian Commonwealth Post and 
Telegraph Officers Association 
Dated 20th February, 1920. 

Commonwealth Engine-drivers and 
Firemen’s Association of Australia 
—Dated 30th January, 1920. 

Line Inspectors Association, Common- 
wealth of Australia—Dated 30th 
January, 1920. 

War Service Homes Act—Land 
under, at— 
Cootamundra, New South Wales. 
Goulburn, New South Wales (2). 
Mayfield, New South Wales. 
Wagga Wagga, New South Wales (2). 


acquired 


SUPPLY. 
Morion—GovERNMENT SHIP- 


BUILDING CONTRACTS—SALE OF Motors 
To THOMPSON AND ComMPpANY—-DEFENCE 


ADMINISTRATION: Report oF ROYAL 
CoMMISSION—-GOVERNMENT EXPENDI- 
TURE—DR.. GILRUTH: BUREAU OF 


BoarRD OF 
MANAGEMENT——PROFITEERING — FEDE- 
RAL AND STATE TAXATION RETURNS— 
PostaL AND TELEPHONE FACILITIES IN 


Country Districts—WuHeEat ScrRip— 


STATE AND FEDERAL ELECTORAL ROLLS 
—COMMONWEALTH  PoniceE Forcze— 
Liragow Smatt Arms Factory—Tas- 
MANIAN TRADE AND TouRIST TRAFFIC— 
GOVERNMENT SHIPPING ConTROL— 
Primary INDUSTRIES—TASMANIA AND 
THE EFEDERATION—-WAR PRECAUTIONS 
Act:  PRosEcUTIONS — RESTRICTIONS 
UPON GERMAN SETTLERS—Basic WAGE 
CoMMISSION—-INCREASED Cost oF Liv- 
ING: QUEENSLAND — PRICES AND 
Waces—MiInisterR FoR Drrence: RE- 
PATRIATION : Moror Car — SUGAR 
Pric—Es—MaARINE ENGINEERS’ STRIKE 
AND War Precautions Act—OLD-AGE 
AND INVALID PENSIONS: THE BLIND— 
GovERNMENT CoMMISSIONS AND Com- 
MITTEES—WHEAT AND Woot SALES— 
CoRNSACKS. 


Debate resumed from 27th February 


(vide page 73), on motion by Mr. 
Watt— 


Supply. | es 


q 
Ft, 





That the Houde @6 now. resolve itself into a 


the Supply 





to be 


Sup. ‘i 





vr Since the adjournment on Eriday I wave 
> 


_ had the opportunity of inspecting in the 
Adelaide Advertiser and the Adelaide 
Register reports of what is supposed to 
have taken place shere on Friday, when 
_ the House was good enough to give me 
leave to continue my remarks to-day. 
peaking of myself the Register says— 
He considered that before it began to con- 
sider the propriety of the war gratuity, the 
House should have some explanation of what 


he considered reckless and extravagant expen- 
 diture. 





The Advertiser uses these iaeteia 


He considered that before they began to con- 
sider the propriety of a war gratuity in a Com- 
mittee of Supply, they should have some ex- 
planation of what he regarded as reckless and 
extravagant expenditure. 


I refer to these reports in order to correct . 


a wrong impression that has been allowed 


to be conveyed to these papers, because 
every honorable member knows that, in 
the course of my remarks on Friday, I 
made no reference whatever to the ques- 
tion of the war gratuity. I did not sug- 
gest that there should be any postpone- — 
ment of the time when. a measure should 
be passed in order to authorize the pay- 
ment of that gratuity. In fact, it did 
not enter into consideration at all; and if 
the Government had thought fit to call _ 
Parliament together earlier the necessary 
Bill for the authorization of the payment 
of the war gratuity could have been passed 
long ago. So far as I am concerned, I 
- shall give Ministers every assistance to 
have the ‘passage: of the measure facili- 
tated. in 


To-day I do not propose to deal ahh 


many matters that could very properly be 


_ discussed before agreeing to the Govern- 
ment’s proposal to go into a Committee 
OF Supply. One might go back over 
- guite a long list of incidents that have 
marked the career of the Ministry, inci- 
dents: which the public, I am sure, are 
very anxious to have explained. One 
- might go back to the Ready incident, and 
to the occasion on which Mr. Jensen, the 
ex-member for Bass, was gazetted out. of 
'. the Ministry, or to other matters of a 
similar kind; but in the course of my re- 









. roa The electors have not, so. far 
ay I can see at present, seen fit to give 
the opportunity of turning out the 
esent, Government and cleaning out 





_ marks I do not propose to deal with such — 


ay I ee asa kind of Facies stable . ane the Risk 






















































three a aa durin 
the Ministry’s term of office; 


Neve an opportunity of aise : 
thing in the pigeon-holes, or, at 
events,, of giving some one ‘else the ch 
of making the necessary investigation 
the present I am mainly concerned 
matters that appear to me to be o 
treme urgency as affecting, not onl 
‘present, but also the immediate fut 


not a difficult one. — I do not su 
that the task before eis Governm 
easy. There is a great burden of | 
largely | increased, as I pointed | out 
many occasions, owing to the failv 
the Government, to have a proper © 
for the interests of Australia during 
course of the war. I believe tha 
debt ‘is anything between £100, ,000,( 

and £200, 000, 000 over and above. at 


Veal a proper regard we those interes 
form that opinion by a comparison 
population basis of the expenditure 
curred by Australia with that ine 
by Canada. However, there ar 
matters of immediate concern ° 
gard to» the expenditure of th 
~vernment, and also with regard — : 
profiteering which has been allow: 
become rampant in the communit 
I propose to occupy a few minut 
afternoon in dealing with them. 
entirely in the hands of honorab 
bers to compel the Government to adc 
a- policy suited to the requirement 

Australia, and to- enable it to me 
oreat, obligations. We have. the 
to do so. The question is wh 

are going to exercise it or not. 
T have not had the opportunity o 
exactly where honorable member 
with regard to such a policy, but. 
that if the Government will not 
to’ what a majority of honora 
“berg in this House consider ‘to. 
interests of. the country ‘ibas 
duty of that ey to pa 
of office. ar phi oa 


IT made some relerones ious 
the Melbourne morning dailies r 
certain contracts for shipb: 
then I have had the. _oppe 

th of “th 


i WAT 
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a acura to these rdnteabes matters. 
A find on page 252 of his report a re- 
a) ference to an agreement made with the 
Patterson McDonald Shipbuilding Com- 
BS, _ pany, Seattle, on the 22nd June, 1917, for 
the construction of ten first-class wooden 
at: “cargo-carrying steamers for 5,300,000 dol- 


q iy lars. The Auditor-General wittes that— 


. extra payments had been made to the ex- 
© tent of 500,000 dollars in, connexion with these 
aa nie steamers. From a file of papers placed at my 
T galatn by the Prime Minister’s office, it ap- 
: ae _ pears that the original contract was amended 
. on the 18th December, 1918, to provide for the 
- payment to the shipbuilding company of 
oN ~ 8,200,000 dollars, ‘subject to a deduction of 

200,000 dollars reserved to cover displaced ma- 
O - chinery, as it was intended to provide five of 
_ the ten steamers with Diesel engines instead of 
' steam engines. 





CS oy call special attention to the next sen- 
an a é tence— ’ 
BA From the papers, it appeared that there had 
been considerable misunderstanding on the part 
oY Nog the contractors with respect to some of the 
oh te terms of the contract, and the Commonwealth 
Commissioner, acting under the authority of 
the Commonwealth Government, made con- 
i eae concessions. 
pa I should like. to know from the Prime 
Ree Paine. and Attorney-General (Mr. 
- Hughes) what led to ‘‘ considerable mis- 
eae understanding on’ the part of the con- 
_ tractors.’”’ Here we had a big contract 
made by the Government for the construc- 
tion of a number of steamers, involving 
is the expenditure of a large sum of money 
_—a*contract which should have contained 
sp very definite and specific provisions, such~ 
as would not lead to any misunderstand- 
uiesne. And yet we find the Auditor-General 
a pointing out in his report that there was 
_** considerable misunderstanding on. the 
- part of the contractors with respect to 
_ some of the terms of the contract, and that 
the Commonwealth Commissioner, act- 
Ne eae Ing under the authority of the Common- 
one : wealth Government, made considerable 
concessions.” I object to the Government 
_ making indefinite contracts that are open 
5 to misunderstanding. It is not busine F 
hike, to say the least of it, and it should 
oe 1ot have been necessary to make conces- 
sions with regard to these contracts. The 
result of this particular contract was a 
+ loss of £326,000 to the Commonwealth 
ae - Government on the sale of eight steamers: 
_ There is also, on page 260 of the Audi- 
to General's report, a reference to the 
- coneellation of certain shipbuilding con- 
i acts. It is pointed out that the can- 
ish pty a contract made with the Wal. 
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lace Power Boat Company Limited, of 
Sydney, shows a loss to the Common- 
wealth of £51,839 2s. 7d.; 
cellation of. a contract made with Hughes, 
Martin, and Washington Limited, of New 
South Wales, shows a loss of £72, 500, less 
the progress payments that had already 
been made; and that the cancellation of 


‘a contract with Kidman and Mayoh, of 


New South Wales, 
loss. These are only illustrations 
‘Mr. Ropcers.—Would the honorable 
member have recommended the continua- 
tion of the building of thers wooden 
ships ? 

Mr. RYAN. Before answering that 
question I should need to be informed of 
all the circumstances. Had I been the 
responsible Minister I probably would not 
have made the original contract—— 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Ministers 


Mr. RYAN .—I do not know the name 
of the honorable member who has just 
interjected, but he seems to ‘be taking up 
the cudgels on behalf of the Government. 
I suppose he is one of those ‘‘ as good as 
Labour men’ who have handed them- 
selves over, body and soul, to be the in- 
strumentalities of the profiteers. 

Not to be drawn away by the inter- 
jector, let me say that these are only ‘illus- 
trations of a general looseness of expendi- 


shows a very large 








ture on the part of the Administra- 
tion. ; 
Mr. Manony.—The position is. worse 
than that. | ! 
Mr, RYAN.—I have no doubt that it 


is much worse. I am merely referring to 
these as instances indicating a general 
looseness. 

Mr. 
respect of the American ships exceeded 
the contract price. 

Mr. RYAN.—I would not doubt that. 
One finds this report of the Auditor- 
General teeming with evidence 
the  unbusiness- “like management 
Government Departments. I 
a couple of illustrations’ that will 
Mhterest the Prime Minister. 
page 280 there is a reference to a sale of 
certain motors to Thompson and Com- 
pany, of Castlemaine. The motors, ap- 
parently, were sold to that firm at cost 
price, and re-sold by them at a profit of 
something like £1,500. The 
General writes— , 


of 


The following is an extract from the report org 
of the Audit- Inspector of the 17th December, ce 


that the can- 


of. 


At 


WartKins.—The cost of extras in | 


have — 


Auditor- ¢ 












































Beco AO CmC, 


“1918, Realine with the ee of the com- 
pany’s stocks, as at the 30th June, 1918:— 
>. “ Jneluded. in the sales for the period is a 
. sum of £2,170 13s. 4d., Thompson And . 
ome 


Castlemaine, for motors supplied. 
correspondence was seen in this mat- 
ter, but no written authority was viewed 
for the sales. Papers are said to be at 
the Attorney-General’s Department. It is 
stated that the Prime Minister, Mr. W. 


Hughes, authorized the sale of the motors’ 


to Thompson and Company at cost price, on 
representation being made that they were 
to be used for the purpose of commencing 
the manufacture of motors. The muni- 


_ (REPRESENTATIVES ig Sup, 


page 301, ‘paragraph 
General’s report— » | 


ber, 1915, Messrs. B. K. “Morton: 


tions people say that a verbal agreement _ 


was made that the motors were not to be 
sold. The cost price was very much below 
catalogue prices, and from what can now 
be ascertained, catalogue prices of the 
motors soon, ‘pecame below the market 
price. It is further stated that the firm 
of Thompson and Co. were unsuccess- 
ful in manufacturing motors at payable 
prices, and obtained permission to sell at 
prices fixed by the Munitions Department, 
a stipulation to that permission being that 
the difference between the purchase and 
selling price is to be held pending a deci- 
sion as to the ownership of same. The 
matter is in course at present, and a deci- 
sion will be watched for, The profit in- 
volved is about £1,500.” 


Mr. Topor—A profit of £1, 500 on 

£2,170. 
Mr. 

ment 


RYAN.—Yes. 
of the. Audit 


That is the state- 
Inspector. The 


- Auditor-General goes on to say— 


3 “ds still unsettled, and also that the 


we shall, ‘perhaps, 
the Treasurer (Mr Watt) as to what, he 


Repeated application has been made to the 


Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth Arsenal 
for further information on this matter, but 
the replies indicate that the papers are at the 


: Attorney-Gener al’s Department. 


The latest report shows that this HMaRtiOn 
‘‘motors 
were re-sold in some cases at big advances on 


_the purchase prices.’’? This matter has been 
_ brought under the special notice of the Trea- 


AY, surer. : 


Before we go into Committee of Supply 
hear something from 


thas done in regard to this matter. All 
I can gather from the report is that it is 
alleged that the arrangement was made 
verbally, yet we are told that there are 
papers in the Attorney- General’s De- 
partment. 
coming, and the Auditor-General speciallv 


called the attention of the Treasurer (Mr. | 


Watt) to the matter in order that he may 
investigate it.’ 
planation but one would have thought 
that if there be a satisfactory one, 
- would have been given ‘before now. | 


These papers are not forth- 


There may: be some ex-— 
it 


5 Another illustration of the ey 
"4 “Tment’s: Moaclaie i, extravagance i is tha on not. something | lower. iM 


a 


We all believed that. when. the 
over, 
‘Department, at least, w 
to something like pre-we 


this offer on 22nd December, 


Morton and Co. purchased the ste 


by the Government. 


33, sf 





121. Pacesuve ‘cost of * ¢ 
Small Arms Factory.—In — 
Audit Inspector reported thi 


offered a quantity of ares By 
mum” brand, to the Small Arms Factory, 
gow, at 4s. 6d. per Ib. The Fac 


orders for the steel with ‘this fi 


Poldi Steel Company for £1,907 
sold it to the Small Arms Factory | 
and thus made a profit of £1,477 6s. 3d y 
transactions; and in the file it, is state 
only expense incurred by B. Ren 
Co. was for cartage./ Mee ate i: 


The report goes on to on 


the ‘‘ Maximum ”’ prada ‘but 
that was delivered, or some 
not of that quality, with the res 
Morton and Company had to mz 
fund. The Auditor-General iw rinds 
with this. comment— a 


The Factory should have purchased ich tk t 
Poldi Steel Company direct, and thus av ided 
the exorbitant charge made iE 
and Company. . 


pal 


If time permitted, I bald pe ; a st: 
oh after, illustration of the tock 8 




























trangactions are. open to a ton 
suggestion. I particularly | refer 
is said in the report, page 25 
ference to secret service expen ur 
T feel it quite unnecessary for m 
further. I have said enough 
that the charges I make against 


vernment are well found —an U 


haps, the Weal tege Maiden al i 
laid against the Government is” 
the report of the Economies ‘Cer 
which was appointed by the Go 
There was also, I might “say,” a 
Commission appointed to inqu re 
administration of the Army an 
and a general perusal of the 
these Commissions shows that, 
very grave defects in the pc 

So far as 
serve, no steps are being’ taken 
Government to remedy those — 








the expenditure in’ - 


















“some OiaiNions of money, and this is what 
TI refer to as injudicious expenditure. | It 
is not so much the amount represented 
‘ Ue the total expenditure of the Govern- 
Paiva “ment to which I take an exception, as 
oie _ to the fact that the expenditure is mis- 
directed. The money that is so spent 
ghinh this wasteful way could have been 
a ee directed into other channels which would 
_ help to meet and solve some of the great 

o problems in front of us. We find on 
page 6 of the Economies Commission Re- 
oS the following :— 





¢ 


An investigation of the Defence Department’s 
"expenditure six months after the signing of the 
armistice, shows, however, that there is little 
per aence of those considerable reductions with- 

iY in Australia which it is reasonable to expect 
Ny ‘should now be taking place, especially in acti- 
ae Uvities which do not appear to be further re- 

Patel for war purposes. The reasons for this 
in absence of reduction in expenditure within Aus- 
tralia are to be found in the fact that the go- 
race a verning factors are beyond the control of the 
Business Board. Evidence is not lacking that 
"there is a desire in some quarters to maintain 
the military spirit, and permanently saddle the 
country with an expenditure for Defence which 
A be exceedingly onerous. 








i 





“That is a sentence well worthy of being 
conned over by honorable members, be- 
cause it brings home to us the fact that 
- it is our duty to see that the policy is 
not persisted in. If the Government do 
persist in such a policy, it becomes our 
My duty to put another Government there 
who will adopt one which conforms to 
the requirements of Australia. The 
Royal Commission had the opportunity 
‘to find out the facts, because they came 
‘into contact with things as they were, 
and they found what I have just read. 
The report goes on to say :— 


we think that one of the most: important 
enefits anticipated from the war was that, as 
far as possible, an end would be put to the 
burden involved in pre-war times in military 
preparation. But it is quite certain that if, 
e policy in regard to Defence is not reviewed 
the earliest possible moment, the annual ex- 
nditure of the Defence Department after the 
ix will be some two to three million pounds 
éater than it was in 1913-14, in addition to 
aad increase in capital expenditure. 


























| trouble honorable mem- 
Nb ‘Mars with these extracts, but the report 
is of great importance, seeing that ib 
nes from a Royal Commission ap- 
ted by the Government itself, It is 
only what I say, but what is said. 
7 Commission whose duty : it was: to in- 


“| am sorry to t 





‘tary point of view. 





Ve 
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vestigate and ste 
tinues— 


15. Keeping in mind the inevitable fe in- 
crease in Naval expenditure which must be in- 
volved—(1) in the completion of the Naval 
Bases; (2) in manning and caring for the 
increased number of warships in the Australian 
Navy arising from the acceptance of ships of 
war from Great Britain; and (3) the continu- 
ance of the policy of building ships of war in 
Australia—it is obvious that the total amount 
to be spent annually for Defence after the war 
is be a huge increase over pre-war expendi- 
ure. 

16. From information the Commission has 
been able to obtain, it seems doubtful whether 
the expenditure incutred in training junior 
cadets serves any useful purpose from a mili- 
In view of this, and the 
fact that Australia will possess a large number 
of soldiers thoroughly and efficiently trained 
in the most modern methods of war through 
active service, and more guns, ammunition, and 
other warlike material returned from the war 
and paid for than the Commonwealth could 
have possibly possessed under normal condi- 
tions at this date, coupled with the expectation 
that the efforts of the League of Nations, when 
established, will operate in the direction of 
minimizing the risk of war, it is strongly re- 
commended that, until such time as the condi- 
tions are such as will enable a definite policy 
to be laid down in regard to future require- 
ments, action be taken to suspend all expendi- 
ture on military activities other than are ne- 
cessary for:— 


The report con- 


These activities are set out. 
graph 19 they say— 


In para- 


The money so saved would afford immediate 
relief in meeting those obligations which have 
been forced upon the community through the 
war, whilst still leaving the position of defence 
in an infinitely stronger position than would 


‘have been the case had the: war not foreed the 


country into this position. 

Without expressing any definite opinion as 
to the permanent policy in regard to defence, 
we suggest that one of the most important 
necessities in protecting this country from 
aggression is increased population, and whether 
Australia’s power of defence would not be 
better strengthened in spending more of the 
money available for defence in increasing 
population, and. less on military training is a 
question worthy of serious consideration.  In- 
creased population, . whilst imereasing the 

nation’s defensive power, would incidentally 
lessen the burden of present'and future taxa- 
tion. 


The comments of the Royal Commission 
in regard to the Navy Department are 
in a similar strain. They point out— 


This Commission as yet has been unable to 
inspect more than a small part of the Depart- 
ment’s activities, but evidence supplied by 
highly placed and | reliable officers is of te 
most disquieting nature, indicating that ~ 


many branches no attempt is aE to check : ee 


unnecesary expenditure and padi carne: 
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i: cout not use i Nie dtl words than 
- those which have emanated from an In- 
dependent Royal Commission, appointed 
by the Government themselves. In fact, 
the Commissioners quote one of the 
officers of the Department— ‘ 

There is no adroinistrative control, and as a 
consequence no one considers the ‘question of 
cost. 

This officer also states that the condition of 


affairs at Garden Island in Sydney calls for 
close and immediate investigation. — 


/ 


Mr. Grecory.—That investigation has 
been required for a long time. 

Mr. RYAN.—Very “Tilcely. Here ts 
piled up evidence regarding the wasteful 
expenditure that has taken place under 
the administration of jhe present Go- 
vernment. Yet we have no .indication 
that the Government are taking any steps 
whatever to remedy the condition of — 
afiairs that has been disclosed. I am de- 
sirous of getting from the Prime Minis- 
ter, or somebody else, some pronounce- 
ment that the Government really do in- 
tend to initiate a more judicious method 
of“expending public money.. The case 
against the “Ministry ae overwhelming, 
and I am affording them now an oppor- 
_ tunity of supplying¢the House with evi- 

hag that they. honestly .fntend to cur- 

ail the extravagant expenuditure that 

Ree been taking place. The extravagance 

disclosed by the reports of the Royal 

Commissions and the Auditor-General in- 

dicates loose and unbusiness-like. methods 

which call for attention. 

Qne other matter with which ok 
to especially deal is profiteering. ‘There 
is no doubt that for the last few | years 

hie profiteering has been allowed to go on ab- 
 solutely unchecked by the present Go- 

‘vernment. . 


Mr. Greeory.—Or any Government. 
Mr. RYAN.—The Federal . Govern- 
ment is the only Government which has 
the effective power to deal with it, 
Mr. Gricory.—tThe State Government 
has power. 
Mts) RYAN .—The «Commonwealth 
power is the only one that can effectively 
_ deal with profiteering. The States pos- 
_ -se8Ss some power, but I propose to point 
out wherein the Commonwealth Govern-- 
4 ment has power under the present Con- 
_ stitution to handle the subject. 
Mr.’ Grucory.—So have the State Go- 
4 angela } 
Mr. RYAN. lela State. Governments 
p shave not, hacen Laan. they have no _ 


t the wit?) 
4 el, 






Menibral i over imports an 
pose to show that there - 3 
under the present ‘Constitw 


“they are “‘ as good as Labour m 


Burns, Philp & Oo. .. 







































with profiteering, and it is. 
for the Prime Minister and | ollea, 
or anybody else, to endeavour con 
a majority of the people to. 1e 
so long as they are pr perly 
Under section 1 of the Constitutic 
tain powers are conferred be cy ai 
seen fe oe, a 


~ peace, order, ue good sna Wor 
-~monwealth, with respect to— 


(1) Trade- and commerce wit 4 


i, 
. countries and among the § : 
diser 


(2). taxation; but so as not sc ce ; 
‘nate between _ States, or, 
- States: 
(5) ‘Postal, telegriphie, 
other like services: 
(11) Census and’ statistics, ‘ is 


ua 


Uiider that section the Comme 2 


aindeah om Sa: in eee ec: 
aieh ‘This shenicbas ods _— has Ww 


persons ee the aeouts hae : 
no longer pay them ‘to make the 
we found excessive profits being 1 
could tax away not only the pro 
something further as ‘well. 
if there are ‘people who wish — 
doing their duty to the people, 
find ‘plenty of excuses for their 
The power exists in the Constit 
deal with profiteering, but until 
in power a Government who are d 
mined to tackle the question, it wil | be 
untouched. We had ample evi 
the swingeing profits made a 
workers by the Shipping - ce | 
other corporations, while men 


allowed them to do- it. ‘Her 
showing the reserves and -undistribr 
profits, exclusive of the Reha 
fits, of several big bier 2h 1cer: 
two different dates— > 


Ast see 
F hh RL Aa 
3 | BI Vee 
C.8.R. Coy. . a 3 
Union oe ane aie 553,000. 


294, 817 
Shingles ih peas & Co. — 4,902 














or. Nie Hour years ended 30th ° June, 
igs the Adelaide Steam-ship Company 
added ‘£503,000 to reserves, in addition 
to a net profit of £343,991 ; 
arker and Company Limited added 
455,870 to reserves, in addition to a 
net profit of £353 334 ; the Melbourne 
_ Steam-ship Company added £122,363 to 
“reserves, in addition to a net profit of 
e a £144,062.\ The Vacuum Oil Company 
us ~ made in two years a profit of £981,000 
i ‘on a capital of £1,500,000. These are 
_ examples of the profitee ering that is being 
allowed to go on. . There has been no talk 
ae applying the “War Precautions Act*to 
F “the operations of the companies’ I have 
mentioned. They have ‘been allowed to 
be a raise their rates and fares as they liked, 
_ and the public have been bound to pay 
what has been demanded of them, or 
forego the service. The War Precau- 
tions Act does not apply to the operations 
of these companies. . 
Mr. Hucurs.—Yes, it does. They are 
not allowed under the Act to raise their 
- rates and fares. 


sf ae RYAN.—If the Act applies te 
_ these companies, and the incidents I have 
mentioned show the way in which it is 
being applied to them, we have conclusive 
: _ proof that the Government has allowed 
_ the companies concerned to-make-the pro- 
fits that I have mentioned. I thought 
that the answer of the Prime Minister 
“would be that the Government had not 
_ the power to prevent profiteering, but I 
eatiee from the interjection that they 
have been applying the War Precautions 
‘Act, and that what has happened has been 
_ the result of applying it with a favorable 
leaning towards the big shipping com- 
_ panies and other combines. Not only has 
profiteering been allowed in the case of 
companies such as those.that I have men- 
tioned, but it hag been allowed to the real 
detriment of the primary. producers of 
Australia. I should like to know all 


she 


i 


U 























a regard to the sale of bur butter ;. all 
about their transactions in fegard i the 





i " of "our “ree aie, reading press, reports 
mea: yublished during the electoral campaign, 

_ learned that a very prominent member 
of the Country party—the honorable 


a the ae ge of the 20th November feat— 





[8 Marcz, 1920.] 


-Huddart, 


‘about the transactions of the Government, 


peaking at Ruminemtnn ns ie Boer is . 
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ahaa at 205s. The fixed wholesale price in 
London was 252s.. per ewt., and, as 13s. covered 
all the expenses, the equivalent on the London 
price was 239s., a difference of £64 per ton 
against the dairyman. 


Mr. Tupor.—What about the hacobate 
member’s statement that the profiteers 
were in the Nationalist party, and were 
finding the funds of that party? — 

Mr. RYAN.—No doubt other mem- 
bers of this House beside those sitting on _- 


‘the Opposition benches have very clear 


views regarding the attitude of the Go-. 
vernment towards profiteering. There are 
on the cross benches on the Ministerial 
side of the chamber honorable members 
who know as well as we do that the Go- 
vernment are in power because of the 
assistance ‘they received from the pro- 
fiteers; and the question that the country — 
wants to have decided, and the question 
that we should decide, is this: Are we 
going to allow the Government to carry 
on administration, and to propose legisla- 
tion in the interests of the profiteers? Of 
course, the members of the Country party 
must be the judges of what they shall do, 
but I have no doubt that if they see the 
position as we see it, they will bring about 
an alteration, of the present state of 
affairs. The contract regarding the wool 
clip seems to be very vague. I should 
like to see the document itself; or the 
cablegrams, if the ferment was made by 
cable. 

Mr. PARKER Rio Shes: —Sir John Hig- 
gins has. said that there was no contract. 


Mr, RYAN.—TI should like to know the 
negotiations which led up to an agree- 
ment which gives half the excess profit to 
the British Government. Why does not 
that profit go to the Australian producer, 
or why is it not used. to relieve him of 
taxation, the wool being an Australian 
product ? I desire some explanation of 
these things. I wish to know why the 
Government allowed trafficking in wheat 
scrip. Many of the small farmers were 
seriously hampered because the Common- 
wealth Bank did not go to their assist- 
ance, and left them at the mercy of 
speculators, so that they sets bound to 
sell their scrip at prices which did not 
give them a fair return for their labour _ 
and expenditure. I desire information 
on all these matters, and I want, too, a 
cuarantee that there -will be an altera- 
tion of the policy of the Government 
with regard, to them. That, L suppose, © 
is, all tha “we can i to get ab, , the a 
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moment. Later, we shall be able to see 
whether evidence is forthcoming that the 
guarantee is being fulfilled. I have no 
doubt that Ministers are prepared to 
give a guarantee, because I know the 
Prime Minister of old, and that he would 
promise anything. When the conscrip- 
tion proposals were before the country, 
he asserted that he would not continue 
in office if they were turned down, and 
yet he did. When the last referendum 
proposals were before the people, he said 


Bie Bean =. 


that if the Government proposals were 


not carried, some one else would have to 
be obtained to lead the Government; yet 
he is still at the head of affairs. No 


doubt, he is capable of giving a guaran-— 


tee regarding the Government’s policy in 
the future, but what is needed is evi- 
dence that effect will be given to any 
such guarantee. If we take the ex- 
perience of the past, we know that guar- 
antees have been given by the Govern- 
ment without any serious intention of 
giving effect to them, and merely to en- 
able Ministers to hold on to office. 
a remarkable thing, in view of the cir- 
cumstances confronting the people of 
Australia at the last election, that the 
present Ministers still occupy the Trea- 
sury bench. Yet the reason is not far to 
seek. It is that the big capitalistic and 
‘profiteering interests were prepared to 
spend tens, and hundreds, of thousands 
of pounds upon a campaign of misrepre- 
sentation, to enable Ministers to remain 
where they are. Some »prominent mem- 
bers of the country party were very out- 
spoken in regard to this matter during 
the election campaign. The honorable 
member for Echuca (Mr. Hill), speaking 
at Tatura—I quote the Age report et the 
14th November—said— 

i Mr. Hughes and his party were being as- 
_ sisted in the election by profiteers, 
_ were not likely to fight them. 
I agree with that. Then the honorable 
- member for Corangamite, speaking at 
a Camperdown—doubtless with ample evi- 
» dence of the truth of his statement, as 
_ otherwise he would not have made ae 
said— 








yy 


The albania! Federation was an organiza- 
tion of vested city interests, drawing a colossal 
fighting fund from the manufacturers and 
_ Flinders-lane. 


He went. on to say tiat— 


i. that was the party which said it was_ tie 
to. shoot the profiteer. Those profiteers could 










stairs room in ape 


the Royal Commission now 


» vernment: which allows. that. ce fe 


It is 


" panies ‘publicly admit the facts. Su 


and they . 


ihn of a nanle “from a ‘Minister. 


possible reply to. the statemen 
_ Auditor-General, 
has been said by a 


be ce bila a y short -range gut Jrom an ne he seta art 





















were not likely to shoo 
such golden eggs. 

That statement comment ‘its 
The reports of the Melbour ne d 


‘ th pe ae 


of the evidence that is bein a 


the subject, of the basic wage sho 
the people referred to by the hono 
member are actually passing on thei 
come taxation to the consumers. 


eight ‘hours? y 
Mr. RYAN.—I won give e 
to look through their pigeon se 
war ae cost “Australia much a 
































we 
an 


a4! 


National Government: have the p 
taxation. They can say by *whon 
in what amounts, taxation shall } 
They have complete defence powe 
cluded in which is ne power to sa 


toi bent’ 
to go on Pop 


he have. Aiba 
some year yl 


Haot on "their A to. a 
sumers, and are better off. Th 


every one ought to be a little bit 
off because of the war; but ae 
companies -are better eff. Persor 
salaries are fixed are not able to 
their taxation, nor is the wag 
able to do so. But the Governme 


is charged high prices ‘ploehe 
him the whole cost of the -war. 
realize our duty, we shall compel 
vernment to prevent that na 2 
ing. 
Mr. SPEAKER ~ (Hon. WwW. 
Johnson).—The honorable me nber’ 
has expired. 

Mr, FENTON (Maribyrionay 
Ast indictment of ihe hono Mae: 


Mr, Ritey.—There is no opie 
Mr. FENTON.—I1 think ther 















: the’ tis y Pe cliaseent ence th ii: 
ry the shipping contracts that have been 


ling to Europe by way of the United 
‘ egnonse apparently discovered at Seattle 

Yankee firm. which was prepared to 
Nd build wooden ships - for the - _Common- 


tion Neath the Cie ented into a 
f eontracts with that firm. Ihave no wish 
to say anything disrespectful of those 
whom we. ‘ge our cousins, Veo I believe 


to make | ag pane dollars as they can ae 
4 . They could see in the so-called 
shrewd Pane Minister of the pce 


- tract to enable them to make very many 
Pee in a very little while. One plea- 
sant feature of this shipping. business is 
~ that Australia narrowly escaped i incurring 

ara considerable expenditure, through the 
i) agency ‘of the Prime Minister, in respect 
f the purchase of a fleet of concrete ves- 
sels. This transaction would have been’ 

Dea of Mr. Hughes. He was out to 
_ impress the world, and would embrace 
any new idea which might Be set. ‘before 
him at that juncture. 




























“Honorable members in the corner oppo- 
Bite. are, no doubt, deeply concerned in 
this matter. Then there are the wheat, 
wool, and butter, and other Pools be- 
+ sides. When the whole story of these. 
" ‘Pools _ shall have been told the primary 
producers, who are lamenting even now, 
will ‘be still more deeply sorrowful. Re- 

arding the Wheat Pool, we have heard 
of certain» discoveries as the outcome of 
n vestigations in New South Wales; the 
loss of millions of bushels of wheat has 
eT reported. I do not wish to refer to 
matter which is, in a sense, under legal 
vestigation at this moment; but the re- 
‘ -markable disclosures in ‘régard to trans-' 
acti ms in New South Wales indicate 
hat would assuredly come to light if 
‘simila ar Investigations were undertaken in 

Victo rit ,. The farmers of this State would 
then learn that they, too, had lost mil- 


ee 


s of f ‘bushels of wheat. Without doubt 





nk 





' fol e heard something recently of the 
Bh LC. Hand, and of various. other 
ne farious kinds of hands. Some hand has 
een operating in this State, behind Min- 








delved Agely, into the, Dockets o of 


B Moana, fat 


‘i “alluded to, The Prime Minister, travel-— 


land would not hesitate to enter into a con- - 


‘terms of a motion similar to this, 


ns s of bushels have gone somewhere. 


income taxation—six State 


Opel Federal ; 
Pangaea official. authority, and that 
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the people and robbed them, probably, of 
many thousands of pounds: » | 
There will presently be a further oppor- 
tunity for honorable members to enter 
upon a full-dress debate, when I hope that, 
the sins of the Government will be exposed. 


to the public, and that that exposure 


will have such an effect on the minds both — 
of the people and of certain honorable 
members who have been sent here pledged 
to support the Government, that there 
will be no hesitation in voting out of office 
the present. occupants of the Treasury 
ench.. The outcome would be one of 
the best possible things that could happen 
to this country, for there would follow a 


. better, cleaner form of government than — 


Australia has known during the past four 
or five years. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [4.18]. 
—I desire to inform the House that it 


is my. intention toa move, in Committee— 


‘That the proposed sum ‘he reduced by the 
amount of £2,863,590. 

Mr. Tupor:—May I ask, on a point of 
order, whether it will be competent for the 
honorable member to move in the way he 
has indicated, seeing that the motion be- 
fore the House is that we go into Com- 
mittee for the purpose’ of granting 
Supply? On a previous occasion it was 
ruled, when it was desired to move an 
amendment which was contrary to the 
that 
such action would be out of. order. 1 
merely desire tq safeguard the position of 


‘the honorable member for Franklin, 


Mr. ‘SPEAKER | (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ) —The honorable member for 
Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) is quite in 
order, for the reason that the motion be- 


fore the Chair is simply ‘‘ That the House 


do now resolve itself into a Committed to 


consider the Supply toi ‘be ace. to His | 


eles 

Mr. JAMES PAGE (Maranoa) [4.20]. 
Upon many matters affecting the Go-* 
vernment the country urgently desires te 
know the-intentions of the Prime Minis- | 
ter. What do the Government: propose 
to do with respect to the present dif-— 


ferent Federal and State income and — 


land taxation forms. The present stor 
of overlapping State and. Federal control 
ig not only rotten, but is cruel in the ex-— 
treme. There are seven Departments of © 
and one 
and there’ is practically .the 
same multiplicity of Land Tax Depart- 
“ments. For’ xeer Federal and. Sete 
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_ ent.taxation forms. 








members of Parliament have Sees be 


_ put an end to this extraordinary state of 


affairs. 


In certain of the big business 
firms operating 
staffs are required to do nothing else but 
attend to land and income tax forms, 
State and Federal. 

Mr. Tupor.—The present Treasurer 
(Mr. Watt) has stated that there would 
be a saving of £3,000,000 per annum if 
there were but one system of taxation. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Surely, then, 
there is sufficient justification for the 
Government to take action. Here we 
have a new Government, just returned 
to power by the people, and we -learn 


is Hee aon Roe ‘aciaale 


in Queensland spectal - 


» Mr. 


from them of the certain annual saving of 


£3,000,000 of the taxpayers’ money. 
The Gavcranmene are aware of the posi- 


tion, but they are making no effort, and: 


have promised none, to brin ‘about re- 
form. We know that the present methods 
are rotten, 
Mr. Warr.—You have never heard 
me use that word; it is vulgar. 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—It is good 


ai 


Australian word, and the Treasurer knows. 


exactly what it means. What effort 
is he making to persuade the Govern- 
ment to bring about a system of 
uniformity? In the past, State and 
Federal taxation officials have put their 
heads together to consider the matter; 
but they have expressed the view that re- 
form could not be brought about. 
Mr. JowrtTt.—Nobody'will give way. 
Mr, JAMES PAGE.—Then, why do 
‘not the Government compel, a giving way ? 
If the sum of £3,000 ,000 annually could 
be saved, the reform ig one upon which 


| the ‘Ae LE OE should enter without an 
~Instant’s hesitation. 


Almost every tax- 
payer is yearly confronted with a multi- 


be brought about. 


plicity of obligations in respect to land ~ 


and income taxation . 


schedules. Last 


_.year I myself was fined in respect to the 


Queensland land tax. 
had returned a form in which I had an- 
swered a list of queries, and had -been. 


under the impression that I had sent in 


my schedule. I was fined—and rightly 
so, I suppose—although quite innocent in 
the matter. As for the experiences of 
land-holders, I speak feelingly. One has 
quite enough to do in looking after his 
actual business responsibilities without 
_ being harassed with numerous and differ- 
The Government, how- 
ever, are proceeding along the same old 
lines, pe cud mel ony ere know there 


¥ 


It appears that I 
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party matter. I dare say th e indi- 
viduals who would. be Bird bp. 
are my political opponents. Nevert: 
less, I have no hesitation in pressing 


per annum ? nt 
cae ‘PAGE. By : 


Mr. riewans —The- ‘Governmen 
save the producers millions of por 
Mr. JAMES PAGE.—And it 
duty to endeavour to force the 
ment to do so. The Treasurer 
acknowledges that this coon any 


Mr. Freminc.—And we a are g 


give him the beady to do s 80. Me 
air 


ie in the past? If cha still he 
move, uh hel course of action hale 


State and Commonwealth ter ee oe 





volved, and in ( ich 
the people should be give ? fis 
Either the Commonwealth ‘Say: 

Bank or the State Savings — 

should be. closed. The — Gover 

should pring in legislation anid 


to authorize the continued existen 
only one Government Savi 
not two. In my own State there. 
numerous centres two offices and two. 
In many instances where the Cot 
wealth banking business is done 
from the Postal Department, - ofgc 
ve be ghee ne means a = 


ne Thee | ae gid 3 At i 
They come up every year, but no ee is as 


Labour or National. The time has co 
when honorable members ites on 


economy they claim should be effec 
otherwise, at the first opportuni ats 
people have, they will find them 
the position of Mr. Paddy G 
ae oak when he fees iy hed : 
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Commission on the Northern earitory. 
“he had lost his seat. 
The Electoral Department is another 


ib eestoht of the Service in which economy 
could. be effected. 
that, with the exception of Tasmania, 
_ nothing has been done in the direction of 


It is most peculiar 


co-ordinating the State and Federal rolls. 


If the State of Tasmania can make use 


i __ of the Federal rolls, ‘why cannot the other 


A 


States be compelled to do the same? It 
would mean.a great saving. There 


would be no need for the duplication of 
@ ment of this Force. 


staffs. b 
Mr. McWitttams. —And it would lead 
to having a better roll. 


“Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Yes. Further- 


more, there would be less. trouble to the 


Opa when he: goes to vote. 


electors. A voter would be assured that 
_ he was on the roll. At present, many an 
elector, although knowing well that a 
policeman er some other person has put 
him on a roll, finds that he is not on the 
And when 
the claim card is-asked for, it is ascer- 
tained that he has not claimed to be 
_ enrolled on the Federal roll, but has been 
placed on a State roll. 
the other way about, the name being on 
the Federal roll and not on the State roll. 
All. this trouble and inconvenience is 
- brought about by having two rolls. The 


establishment of a common roll would do 


_ the people a service, and bring about the 


| Bahoe Force. 


4 “police force.. 


saving of thousands of pounds of ex- 
penditure per annum. Honorable mem- 
bers should deal with any Government 
which comes into office as an economy 
Government, as this ‘Government has 
done, if it does nothing, in the direction 
ei: bringing about this economy, 


oe “Another saving could be effected by 
“doing: away with the _ Commonwealth 
Why do we need such a 
Force? Honorable members on both 
sides of the House should insist on do- 
ing away with this unnecessary expendi- 
ture. Each State maintains an efficient 
I have seen the lonely 
trooper guarding the property of the 


| honorable ‘member for Grampians (Mr. 


ne Jowett), 800 miles from a railway ter- 
- minus in Western Queensland. 


If the 


‘State police are good enough to guard I 


life and property out there,’ surely to 


a goodness they are good enough to guard 





it im the various capitals of Australia. 
_ In any case, if honorable members think 
Bh ees to aexe a Commonwealth Police 


HI A ey Seti 
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BB ee aie ; 


Electoral Roll ? 


Sometimes it is. 
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Force, let the members of this Force wear 
uniform, so that we can see how many 
they are. Every time we have an effec- 
tive criticism on this body of men we find 
out that, notwithstanding the fact that 
Ministers try to dodge the issue and cover 
up this expenditure im the Defence Esti- 


mates, the Comménwealth Police Force 


has been growing ever since 1916, when 
that’ great event took place at Warwick, 
and when, out of a rotten egg, the Com- 
monwealth taxpayers were involved in an 
expenditure of £6,000 for the establish- 
Do honorable mem- 
bers propose to allow this expenditure to 
increase by leaps and bounds? 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—How can | we 
force the State of Queensland, or any 
other State, to adopt our Commonwealth 
The States will"not do 
it. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Thero are ways 
and means. of doing things. The honor- 
able member ,puts me in mind of a man 
who saw 2 rabbit in his. paddock which 
he wanted to kill, and, although it was 
the easiest thing, in ‘the. world for him to 
kill it at the moment, preferred to: wait 
until his son went home for a gun. That 
is what the honorable member wishes to 
do with the Queensland Government, 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—No, I would 
wipe it out altogether ; in fact, T would 
wipe out all the State Governments. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—Many honor- 
able members would like to wipe out the 
Queertsland Government. It is a most 
peculiar fact that since the honorable 
member for Illawarra (Mr. Hector 
Lamond) has embraced that great policy 
of Nationalism and Liberalism, which 
he always denounced both by “book 
and voice, he has become.a renegade to 
all those principles which are being car- 
ried out in Queensland, and’ to-day is one 
of the bitterest political opponents of 
Labour that we have in the whole of Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—That statement 
is entirely untrue. | 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—The honorable 
member may say that, but, like a lot of 
others, he never Misses an opportunity of 
vilifying the ladder by which he climbed. 

I say, quite candidly, that had it not 
been for the Labour party I weuld not 
have had any hope in life of being a mem- 
ber of the first National Parliament, and 
I would not be worth my salt if, ‘after 
being put into that position by that 
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“-passing. ° 
-gade about me, 
s0 L-am. going to travel over it. ;— 


Spa i otae it in an hours. ant te) 
trouble and trial through which it is now. 
of the rene-. 


There is nothing 
As the bridge is: built, 


Another matter which I wish to hos 


ae with on this ae coneerns the: Post 





and Telegraph Depar 


others. 


A apply to places in the Gulf country. 


ent. Imay haveto 
say some hard things about Mr. Webster, 
the ex-Postmaster-General, but I can say 
this of him: that he thought he was on 
the right track, and applied to himself 
the same ‘‘ dope ” that he applied to. 


stituency more than that of. Bey other 
honorable member... 

Mr. McWinurams. — Then: I. do: not 
wonder that. he was defeated. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—That is an 
aspect with which I am just about to 
deal. Mr. Webster was obsessed with, 
one idea in life, and that was to make 
the Post. Office a paying concern, and he 
endeavoured to do so by, taking away 
mail services from the piorteers of Aus- 
tralia—the men who have made life worth 
living in the different capitals, men who 
had. taken their courage in both hands 


and gone out into the unknown making 
homes for themselves at the first water-— 


holes they encountered. If there is one 
body of men more than another to which 
I would be induced to take off my hat it 


is those pioneets in the bush of Australia. 
“Mr. Webster represented a bush consti- 
_ftuency,. one of the finest in the Common- 
wealth, the Gwydir district, on the bor- 


der of New South Wales and Queens- 
land, and there were mail services in his 
electorate, ag in many another consti- 
fiency, that had beew running ever since 
the days of Cobb and Company, and the 


foundation of the Postal Department, yet 
hecause they did not pay he said, ‘Iam 
‘prepared to 


Give you so much; and if 
there is any deficiency you will have to 
make it up.”’ ‘There are four or five 
districts in my electorate, one in parti- 
cular, whick had a mail ‘twelve uae a 
year.’ 


Mr. Jowretrr.—To which nericave he 


‘honorable member referring particularly ? uy 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—I am referring 
particularly to the Moorarabie to Boulia 


Ey scree 


Means: ats same ‘remarks: 


He 


Mr, JAMES PAGE.—Tho least thing 


_ the Government can do is to give’ these. 
pi cate alnase 


and Koeakcan outside the 





since November last.’ 
would have to do the squi 


land to settle them!) "50 on, 
He did-not favour his own con--‘@ rit! 


eat ie tae the haste 


hope for it? 



















































pay. “Mr, “Weber: © 
people of Boulia. have 


shame !-~~How. would * 
metropolitan centres fare if 
country was cut off from) 


on the flats of Botany B: Sark uae 
tinue this policy instead of helpi 
to settle on the land we are h 
Again, in — connexion 
phone service, there are 


in the. ey site 


ing ne eat 200, ‘miles Tas 
into a ae called - roman 


have an exchange there. — 
We have offe a¢ 
in the poles and put them bes 


but will they amine, us? 
There. are no ave Or ‘rsa 





Mr. 


tax 3 cape 


a nadia station. 
or 80 miles, and the De 
paying £100 for running the 
once a ve between the two 


ene | worlan | ‘nob 
wanted the people at : 
put. up the difference bet 

‘tender and the old: tends 
people not to do so, and 
my advice; ‘meanwhile, t ; 


| prepared to. continue “ 


reached aes Tr 
to the’ authorities, nt 
agreed to a payment of ‘ 
on sane trade 













vue oe people are. eer ait to” 


oken in the’Charleville district, and 
that ee are put to great cost. and sub- 
d to much Hiei in Keeping. their 
toc k Miho, 

Mr. Srewarr.—_The same policy exists 
lc “throughott Australia, 

Mr. JAMES PAGE. —Will the hon- 
rable member help us to get rid of it? 
Mr. Srewarr.—l will. 

Mr JAMES PAGE oy am, glad of 
ce that assurance. Ever since I entered 
this” Parliament, nineteen years ago, I 
; _ have been trying to get a fair deal for 
_» the man out back, and I shall continue 
to do so as ldng as T remain a member of 
this. House. The men out, back receive 
no sympathy at the hands of .Govyern- 
ment officials. 
of platitudes, but nothing is ever done 
: for them. I would compel these officials 
to live for six months on out-back stations, 
and so give them, a dose of: their own 
‘physic. It would be interesting to see 
“whether, on their return to city life, they 
ould ‘continue to treat the men out back 
as ‘they had been doing for years. In- 
stances of the kind to which I have re- 
ferred might readily be multiplied. They 
occur, not in one particular. district or 
lige but throughout Australia. It is 
t ot ls wa was done to lessen 





























a a and believe that the LOT Nepal 
feneral. (Mr. Wise), as the representa- 
ve of a country constituency, will take 
e matter in hand. 


uM 1e, people Sa I fi ea ee 
ie position of the finances of Australia, 
net ask the Government to spoon-feed 
Le They are quite willing to pay for 
“ various services; but it is a bit hot 
sk a few men to construct at their 
expense a telephone line extending 
several hundreds of miles arid then 
arge them for the use of it. _ Some 
ds of mine asked the Postal Depart 
p or 





that payment. of £20 a year, not- - 
ading | that the drought has not 


They are treated to a lot. 
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“of the Government or any one. else, 


When the line is constructed, the autho- 
rities will not make you pull it down. 
They may write a number of letters to 
you, but when you receive them put them 
in the fire, and that will be the end of 
the matter.” That advice has been fol- 
lowed in more than one instance, The 
manager of a station owned by the hon- 
orable member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett) was much concerned as to what 
he should do in regard to the constructio 

of a certain telephone line. I advise 

im to put it up regardless of .the con- 
sequences, and when he told me that he. 
feared that the authorities might “ get. 
to him” afterwards, I replied, “ Put up 
the line, and leave it to Jowett, who’ is 
in Melbourne, to settle with the officials.” 
The telephone line is up, and in use to- 
day. No one has been sent to gaol in 
connexion with its erection, and the line 
itself is returning a good rate of interest. 
There is not one trunk line in Queens- 
land that is not paying handsomely, I 
have that information from the officials 
in Brisbane, and I appeal to the Govern- 
ment to give the men, women, and chil- 
dren: out back at least some of the ad- 
vantages of civilization that we in the 
populous centres enjoy. If the Govern- 
ment' go that, they will not only bring 
joy to the hearts’ of these people, but. 
add materially to the revenue of the. 
Commonwealth. : 

Mr, JOWETT (Grampians) ra. 52] set 
desire to indorse practically everything 
that has been said by the honorable mem- 
ber for Maranda (Mr, Page). 

Mr. Warr. —Including his statements 
as to the conduct of one of your own 
station managers ? 

Mr. JOWETT.—His conduct is most 


exemplary. I have no desire to go over 


the whole ground covered by, the honor- 


able member for Maranoa,; but. I wish as | 


strongly as possible to ‘emphasize the 
enormous disadvantages and. burdens as- - 
sociated. with the présent dual system of 
Commonwealth and State 
land taxation, I,should not have’ risen 
at this stage. but ‘that the Leader of the 
Opposition | (Mr. Tudor) stated that the 
Treasurer (Mr. Watt) had said that the. 
cost of collecting the double land and yn- 
come taxation. of the Commonwealth and 
the States amounted to something like 
£3,000,000 per annum. I understand” 


that the Treasurer dces not admit the 4 
nese of that: statement. : ae 


hee, » aise | 
i. Be 
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ee: Wis AR, doy n 
Sale to the Commonwealth. | Yo 


My. Tunpor. Sena nie ae to pay. 
- more for the Nite i of their re- 
turns than they are actually called upon of Taxation. Bee 

to pay by way of taxation. Ce oMr SOW ETT, ar do not wis 
Mr. JOWETT*—I was about to men- Ms anything against him. We 
tion that point. I have made some pee instructions he was igiv areas 
‘investigations, and, after comparing Mr, Tupor.—Does the honora able mem- 
Rh aniobea cowith. gentlemen NehHio |. WAYe Hal eee (OT think that the representatives. 
_ position to know what is the cost of pre- six States-at that Conference cold 


paring the dual land and income tax 
returns, [ can say without fear of con- 
tradiction that it can be estimated at 
not less than £1,000,000 per annum, - 
That is the cost to. the taxpayers of col- 

_ lecting .the information, and preparing 

, the most voluminous and, in| many cases, 
useless returns required of them. 


Mr. Fenron—Then there is the cost of 
the additional staffs. 


Mr. JOWETT.—That is another point. 


Mr. Warv.—The saving’ must be* 

_ divided under two headings—the saving 
to the revenue and the saving to the 
individual taxpayers. There must not 
be any confusion. 


Mr. JOWETT.—My desire is that 
there shall be no confusion. My point is 
that quite apart from the cost to the- 
Commonwealth and the States of collect- 
ing the land and income taxes, the, pre- 
paration of the excessively volutrinous 
and, in many respects, unnecessary re- 
turns which taxpayers are called upon to 
furnish, can be estimated at not less than 
£1,000 000 per annum extra cost to the 
taxpayers. Not one penny of that 
amount lost to the taxpayer reaches the 
Commonwealth or State Treasuries. It is 
time that this question of the double 
assessment and collection of taxes was 
fairly and squarely met. 


Since I have taken an interest in the 
question, there has been at least one Con- 
ference of Taxation Commissioners con- 
vened to deal with this subject. But if 
this, or any other problem, is to be solved, 

it must be approachéd in a spirit of con- 
sideration for the varying views of those 
concerned, and eventuglly by resort to 
some form of just and’ reasonable com*. 
promise. At the Conference to which I* 


views of the States did not appear to have 


: views of the State Income Tax Commis- 
Me _sioners appeared to have been overridden, 
i and int oul me ponterends, had ‘no re- | 
ui pat Grae Sahay 






my Wi oa 


_ wealth should be prepared to Lah hy L 


have referred, full consideration for the 


been shown by the Commonwealth. The 


































upon a uniform schedule in respect 
the taxation of the States? — 

Mr, Wart.—They nee not ver 
able to. do so. =; 


_ Mr, Tupor. That is: 50. 


- Mr. JOWETT.—There ‘may be 
thing i in that point; bué at the Conference a, 
in question I do not think the State re- 
presentatives had much chance of viv: , 
ing at a décision, since it appeared that | 
the Commonwealth was not prepare » 
give way on any essential point. 
that another Conference should 
vened, and that consideration shou b 
shown for the many conflicting views in 
volved. In some respects the State sys- 
tems of -assessment. are much fairer 7 
those adopted by the’ Commonwealth. 
that can be demonstrated, the Con 


Se 


such’ matters. . 


Since we are dealing with ‘a : 
of finance, I. wish most strongly to 
press upon the Government the ae 
necessity of introducing, first of : 
the interests of the. _primary: pros 
upon whose prosperity the whole 
munity depends, and, secondly, in 
terests of every. manufacturer. an 
ness man in Australia, the syst 
assessing income tax on the ba 
five years’ average. ‘This is not the 
to go into the matter in detail, but 
che® opportunity offers, I hope fl 
before the House facts and oe 


som bbimes have no income ot le ‘small 
income for two ‘or three years 
that’ if, say, in the fourt 
year he has a good seaso: : 
quently a good income wh ch help 
counteract his losses, he is subjected 
penal rate of tax. That is grossk 
to the primary producers. ard ie 
think they will ever get justice 
Ae until the Bde la 
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~ a five years’ period. I do not wish to de-. 
_ tain the House, but I thought it well to putation— 


avail myself of this opportunity to draw 


the administration of ;the Small Arms 
Factory at Lithgow by the Defence De- 


/ partment. I had intended to move the 


adjournment of the House on the matter, 


but I find that I can deal with it on the 

- question before the House. During the 
last week something like 200 men have 
been dismissed from the Factory. I wish 
‘it to be thoroughly.understood that I have 


no desire to see the services of these men 


retained if their work is of no value; if 
_ these men cannot justify their existence, I 
have na desire to advocate their claims. 
_ It has ‘been shown to the Defence Depart- 
ment, however, that there is a means by 
. which the whole of these men can be suc- 
_ cessfully employed* in the manufacture, 
not only of rifles, but of various other 
articles, which I shall presently enume- 


‘mate. ». ) 
Some little time ago notice was posted 
up at the Factory that 180 men, were toy 
_ be dismissed. Directly those notices were’ 
_ shown, I got into communication with 
thé Minister 


for Defence (Senator 


x _ Pearce), and accompanied a deputation to 


eo be. 
vt 


_ him from Lithgow in regard ta the posi- 


tion. The deputation was met by. the 


. tation. Accord 





ing to a report of the de-. 


-” Senator Pearce then went on to say that he 


site: the attention of the Prime Minister (Mr.* would interview the military authorities as to 
; i Hughes) and the Treasurer (Mr. IW att) ,the maximum number of rifles they would re- 
to these two points of very great im- 
portance, not only to our primary pro- 
-ducersbut to every citizen. 

| Mr, NICHOLLS (Macquarie) *[5.0|.—I 
desire to take this opportunity to refer to time, he asked Mr. Leighton to send instruc- 


quire for the present financial year, and when 
he had obtained this figure, he would.see whe- 
ther it would absorb the entire output of the 
Factory, and when he had ascertained this he 
would then endeavour to try and secure money 
for the probable extra orders. In the mean, 


tions to the manager of the Small Arms Fac- 
tory to cancel the notices of leaving that had 
been issued the day before, and no more dis- 
missals were to take place until the manager 
received special instructions. ° Senator, Pearce, 
said he expected to put the matter before the 
-Cabinet next week, and expected to have a de- 
cision by the following Thursday as to whether 
it would be possible to give the Factory a fur- 
ther grant of money to enable them to carry 
on with their then present staff. He also 
asked the deputation to assure the employees 
that’ he was doing everything possible to keep 
them employed, as he was in full sympathy 
with their claims. 

In addition to the dismissal of these men, 
£ understand that further retrenchment 
is to take place, affecting an additional 
200 or 300, over a period of possibly four 
months. Despite the fact that the Muinis- 
ter for Defence gave an assurance that, 
married men who remained loyal would 
be retained, they have beer dismissed, 
and the proof of it is in this information 
supphed to me— 

The last batch of employees who were put off 
numbered 182, of which there were 98 married 
men and 84 single, including youths. A great 
number of these married men have as many as 


five, six, and seven children, and those who 
are unable to obtain employment in Lithgow 


i AN a ; _ will have to leave Lithgow and look for work 
Tea ‘ Minister for Defence and the then As- olsewhere. The next batch that has to go off 


* sistant Minister (Mr. Wise). During the will be about 85 per cent. married men, ‘and 
interview the Minister for Defence stated Will still continue until the full required num- 
i that the whole trouble was caused throu oh ber ae the Department intends to dismiss is 
_. -searcity of money, and said that‘the Go- staat ah ; a A 
__Yertiment were not in the’ position to I understand that that is the official esti- 
u Pisce the Factory to the extent it had ™ate of ther percentage y mareed ten: 

_ done during the war period. The depu- The most. pitiable phase is that some con- 

7 tation pointed out to the honorable ‘iderable time ago, when there was much 
gentleman that instructions had been Congestion of population owing to the 
| issued that returned soldiers were to ‘have housing difficulty, a fair proportion of 
preference, and reminded him of a pro- the employees were induced to purchase 

mise he made a considerable time ago at blocks of land, and some of them com-_ 
Lithgow that in the event of the em- menced. building homes for themselves. 
__ ployees remaining loyal to the Factory They were notified, however, that re- 
and to the Department they would be trenchment would take ‘place, and now a_ 
a _ given exactly the same preference of em- great number who commenged building, 
ployment as would returned soldiers. The nd in some cases have spent from £200. 
iN Minister for Defence had agreed to this, to £300,-find themselves so placed that 
be is and made himself quite clear on the point, they will have to’ leave Lithgow. ‘These 
_ as he also made himself clear to the depu- men are in a hgpeless position, for they |. 
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i m hve: spent’ all thote ‘money, Saad Gina ah i 


iprectically impossible to leave the place. 


‘We have to consider that Lithgow has: 


been placed in a more unfortunate posi- 
tion than many other country towns, in-: 
asmuch, as it suffered very seriously from _ 
the influenza epidemic, and the men feel 
keenly the responsibility that’ has been 
ay on them by the Department. As 
—'f said before, if it were a question of 
ane nd rifles for the purpose of 
keeping these men in employment, 


would not advocate such a course; but 


the deputation placed a proposal before 
the Mimister to the effect that they should 
be permitted to manufacture telephones 
and the whole of the appliances necessary 
‘for telephones, typewriters, sewing ma- 
chines, crank cases, and various parts for 


motors and cycles, the whole of the tools 
necessary in the Public Works Depart-- 


ment, sand scores of other commodities. 
The Minister for Defence, however, hav- 
ing had some experience of a similar pro- 
position, did not feel inclined to, enter- 
tain it. , We cannot, however, get away 
from the fact that the whole of the steel, 
_and iron, and other material necessary 


ought to be able to manufacture such 
articles just as cheaply as they can be 


turned out in other portions of the world, 


_ REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


I shall read the oxtract s 


mum steel.” 


are ab hand, and the Factory certainly | 


and at a smaller cost than that at which - 


they. can be imported. Nahe | 

All I ask at present is that the eM iris- 
ter for Defence will stay his hand for the 
time being, for if he will give those nien 
an opportunity: to consider their position 
everything will be all right. 


ture of the commodities I have men- 
_ tioned, I venture to say there will be no 
necessity for further retrenchment, as 
the Factory will be utilized to the fullest 
Lithgow presents better 


If the men 
' area permitted to commence the manufac- 


do most industrial | towns in Australia. 


The Factory is equipped with perfect 


machinery, well adapted for ee out 
other things than rifles, 


The Minister for Defence “(Senator 


Pearce) stated that it was a question of 


money 


tions" with | the Arsenal staff? 


“money. is net there to pay Wages, the 


staff of the Arsenal would suffer in pro- 
portion ; but that is not the case. Earlier — 
“in the afternoon, during this debate, the | 
5 penton: General’s Len vind f was referred t to, sa 
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and economy ; but, if that be so, 
why did the Minister not commence opera- | 
Tf: the « 
supplied at much lower rates th: 
paid to B. K. Morton | nd Com 
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aie 1 ota. eee por 
affects the ‘Small Arms Fac 


may he able to’ decide” 4 
whether economy was stt 
‘The report,says— 


Hacessive cost of steel - 
Arms’ Factory —In Mare 
Inspector ,reported that on 
1915, Messrs. B. K. ’ Mort 
Sydney, offered a quantity of | 
“Maximum ” brand, to the Small Ar 
tory, Lithgow, at 48.6d. per lb. Th 
accepted this offer on 22nd Decembe: 
and placed orders for the stee ie 
B. K. Morton and Company pi 
from the Poldi Steel Company 1 
sold it to the Small Arms Facto 
and thus made a profit of £1,47 3 
transaction ; and in the file itis sta 
pany was for car tage. teh 

In’ fulfilment. of the. BS 
of steel of the brands OOOX and OO 
were supplied by the firm, and paid 
Factory at the price agreed ‘upon 
The Audit Inspecto: 
1918, found a large quantity of ¢ 
stock with the bars clearly stamp 
brands, “ Maximum,” O00OX Extra, | 
was stated the substitution of the lov 
of steel OOOX Extra’ and O00X 
noticed at the Factory, and the 
brought to account im the stock records _ 

“Maximum” steel.’ 'The Treasury wag e 
of the matter in May, 1918, and 
January, 1919, B. K. Morton. and 
funded an amount. of £324 5s., bem 
of 9d. per Ib. on 7,456 Ibs. ye 000X Eixtr 
and of 1s. per Ib. on 893 of 000 
The Factory should have Pan 
Poldi Steel Company direct, and tht UV 
the exorbitant charge made. by B.. y 
and Company. The following are extracts 
the Defence file in regard to t 

“The firm disclaim any 

‘connexion with the matte 
able to make the refund as 
tioned. ees i: 





as t whether everything he 
above .board. pin 


“There is no evidence Lod . 
undue influence or neh the tna 
ine in connexion ete th 


‘quantity ‘of pit was. ‘put : 
Small Arms Factory at | 
price. Hoskins and’ yee 
establishment within a mL 
Arms } ral e which is. vega D 


| ‘the D 
partment’ did ‘not carry ou 


a 4y 































e in he House that the cost of pro- 


her than decrease, the cost of produc- 

When 475 men were employed at 

he factory, the cost of production was 

me per rifle; when 775 men were em- 
re ‘the cost decreased to £10. 

ft LTS MeWrrrtams, AW | “against £4. in 





* Austin Cwapman.—This ae 

‘was told when the factory was*‘established 

that the rifles would cost £4 ‘each. 

’ Mr. NICHOLLS.—Are the rifles pro- 

coe in America of the same standard 

as those produced at Lithgow? ; 
Ms oan Bee tot anae the sake, of the 


re never used in ne. firing line. They 
A a as has been A heed on any rifle. 
When 1,075 men were employed at the 
a tory, the eost. of production was £8 
per rifle. The figures I have quoted show 
that the greater the number of men, em- 
ployed, the lower has been the cost of 
_ production. What is to. become of the 
achinery ,at. Lithgow , when the em- 
loyees are dismissed, as the Department 
proposes? And what will becéme of the 
promise made by the Minister for De- 
fen e (Senator Pearce) that no married 

an who remained loyal to the. factory 

ould be dismissed, and that preference 
nots employment would be given to Ye- 
Of urned soldiers? These questions are de- 
ving of. some reply. .I have always 


e ia were current, and fetine such 
tances it was impossible to ex- 
. same Lael daky from: eae labour 





Bitemetit has. te) ee 


; fles at, Lithgow was’ exorbitant. 
remind ;the House that the proposed - 
frenchment at the factory will increase, . 


Ney oy rifles Pian Pamniped at Lithgow 


n ppder ae Impression that a fut be 


employment in the vicinity of Lithgow, 


‘and very little anywhere else, anf al- 


though these men are ready to utilize 


their energies in other directions, and to’. 


the. advantage of the Government, that 
opportunity is not afforded them. ‘They 
asked the Minister for Defence to supply 


‘them, with a lis€ of the articles imported 


by. Iris Department. I do not know whe- 
ther the Minister has supplied. that in- 
formation, but 1 believe that, if he does, 
quotations will be submitted by the em- — 
ployees of the Small Arms Factory that _ 
will give him an agreeable surprise. f 
ask the, sAssistant ‘Minister to give the 
House an assurance that no men will be 


dismissed, and that the promise made by 


land. 


position. 


the Minister. (Senator Pearce) will be 
earried out, so that the employees’ may 


be able to BoRiHe: at work while the Go- 


vernment are making arrangements. for 


‘the. manufacture at+ Lithgow of other 


goods, Any action of that kind will be 
very much appreciated bythe employees. 

T had intended to ‘introduce to the Min- 
ister a deputation on the subject, but I 
thought that by placing the matter before . 
the ‘Assistant Minister in the Honse I. 
might get an assurance that the positions 
of the employees would be secured, ‘for. 
the time beimg, at all events. ne 


Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) [5.22].— 


‘This is an opportune time for reminding a 


the House that Tasmania’s only con... 
nexion with the mainland is by water. 


‘During the last twelve months there has 


been a great deal of trouble through mari- 4 
time strikes, which, in conjunction with 
the influenza restrictions, have placed 
Tasmania in a most disadvantageous. 
That State has lost thousands 
and thousands of pounds through the in- . 
terference with the tourist traffic and the 
inability to’ ship her produce to the main- 
In those parts of Tasmania in 
which potatoes are grown extensively 
there was a fair crop this season, and the 
prices offering on the mainland have been 


high. The people of Sydney were longing 


for potatoes, and the growers of Tasmania 


were anxious to supply them atthe re-: 


munerative prices that were offering} but, — 
unfortunately, no proper means of trans- 
port has been available. Consequen 

hundreds of tons of potatoes on the N ers ie 


coast that might have been dug a few 


weeks ago are rotting in the ground, a 


-prey to the eel-worm and ether parasites. _ 
: Ga adarat Gongenment, should art it fe 
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heir aus to insure that a com- 


ation. is maintained between Tas- 


mania and the mainland. On the main- 


land the States are in regular contact with ~ 


each other by means of the railways; the 


mails are despatched each day, and the 
passenger traffic is maintained. The Go- 
vernment seem to accept *the obligation of 
continuing that intercourse, and I main- 
tain that they have a. similar obligation 
to insure that ‘Tasmania and Northern 
Queensland; which rely upon water trans- 

rt, are kept in regular communication 
with the other portions of the Federation. 
The people generally in Tasmania feel 
that they are being neglected. Having 


had a long experience in this Parliament, « 
I know that honorable members do not - 


wilfully and knowingly negldct Tasmania, 
but I find it very hard to make them 
understand the peculiar position of that 
State. The fact that it is separated from 
the mainland by water creates special 
problems and conditions ‘which do not 
apply to other States. J am sorry that 
-the members of the Federal Parliament 
do not visit Tasmania more often; if they 
did so, ‘both their health and their intel- 
lect would benefit. In fact, it would pay 
the island State to invite members of the 
- Federal Legislature to go across in batches 
and learn first-hand the resources and dis- 

abilities of the State. At present I find it 
difficult to make honorable members grasp 
Tasmania’s exceptional position, and in 
order to get a fair deal -for that State 
one has not only to speak in the House, 

but to ‘‘ buttonhole”’ honorable members 

« in the lobbies and elsewhere. 


There are in Tasmania people who 
speak of seceding from the Federation. I 
can conceive of conditions arising that will 

compel Tasmania to ask to be allowed to 
* leave the Federation.’ Being a very small 
State it may not be able to keep pace with 


the richer States of the Commonwealth,” 


and it cannot continue asking this Parlia- 
ment from year to year for financial 
assistance. Circumstances may arise owing 
to which both the State and the Common: 
wealth ehh be glad to arrange a sepa- 
ration. 

Mr. James Pace.—The honorable 
thaember knows that Tasmania could not 
live outside of the Federation. f 3 

Mr. ATKINSON.—I do. not say 
whether or not it could, but if a refer- 
-endum on the question were taken in Tas- 


mania I should be willing to “ ey sande 


e 


odds ih on a vote’ for ‘secession. . 
1 _@ ih 


baba 
au 


during» periods of peace. 


strike I suggested to the Prime M 


i he ecu who iis 


Mr. ‘James Moe si 
referendum. ee 




































for a few Botany Bay a ‘oolloomoo x 
farrists to talk; ine d not. under 


moter buon: of the Coniareiaalal 
one expects them to understand. 
not urging that Tasmania should lea: 
the Federation,*but I can conceive. o 
time coming when, owing to the increa 
ing burden of taxation and the trem: 
dous problems to be tackled by the Cor 
monwealth +— great, projects whiel 


Tanne mall have to. share ae 
them—it may be to the advantage o 

State to sever the partnership wit 
mainland States; and at the presen 
at public meetings many Yaad ar 
ing that she should do so, 11 
this to show Na ale of fecting 3 


tion ea Tasmania ‘ond that : 
land. During the recent ~ engi 


that he should consent to the char 
of Commonwealth vessels by the 
manian Government, the engineers b 
paid by the ' charterers. _ what: 
asked for, but the right honorabl 
man. took up the position that 
that he would be. surrendering € 
to the strikers. : 
in that view, though I do not think that 
he was. Tasmania would have pa em- — 
ployi ing the men on the boats t he — 


still he had enough to keep | 
in his dispute with the striker: 
ever, nothing came of the prop¢ 
every occasion when there has be« 
ping strike, Tasmania has suff 
Sabbah than any other, State, and 


come ta an ‘understanding with ¢ men 


talk to the men when all ar Na 
mood. 
to reason, ey still sou 

pound of flesh from gh 
munity, the Government we | 
country know the whole of the fa 
the public. would be behind th | 

ment. hen a strike o 








aL he en 


are hoe directly a hy Fs to the dispute. 


‘There should be no. secrecy in these mat-. 


ters; the public should know exactly the 
position. The man in the street, when 


a certain rate of wages is asked or offered, 


. is a pretty good judge of a fair thing. 
In my opinion, the Government should, 
_ a8 soon as possible, relinquish their con- 
trol of the shipping. I supported them 
in the commandeering of shipping on the 
last occasion when that was. done, because 


I believed that there was no other step. 


to take, and that if shipping were not 
"commandeered we should find gqurselves 
ithout any vessels on the coast, because 

t would pay shipmasters to send their 
“Vessels to other places where they could 
earn higher freights. Under those cir- 
cumstances, I agreed to the commandeer- 
ing of Reesels for a period of twelve 
*months. - . A 
Mr. Ryan.—Was that done in Caucus? 
Mr. ATKINSON.—No; it was done 
“here. But my opinion now is that the 
_ Government could relinguish their con- 
trol of shipping, and still prevent vessels 
from being taken away’ from our coasts. 
- If the shipping companies would not 
guarantee not to send away their .ves- 
sels the Customs authorities could be in- 
‘structed not to grant clearances which 
would permit vessels to go to other parts 
of the world to be sold, or to engage in 
trade to the detriment of the Australian 
_ producer. The sooner the Government 
. _ relinquishes its control of shipping the 
' better it will be for every one. The Go- 
yvernment has been ill-advised. in control- 
“une vessels under 1,000 tons which were 
not within the area of the recent strike. 
SA véssel called the Tamaru was chartered 
by a firm to carry Tasmanian produce, 

- but some one—probably a discontented 
person who was. aggrieved ‘because he 


Gin not get space on her for his goods—, 


complained to the Comptroller, and the 

* Comptroller took possession of the vessel. 

Ma) _ Immediately he did so, the engineers left 

iy! eat, and the steamer has: been tied up in 
Sydney Harbor almost from. that day to 
hs Had the Compfroller not inter- 
fered she would have done something to 

_ felieve the congestion of produce in Tas- 
PUNE Gi cyano Those who live in Tasmania 
_know what have been the difficulties of 
crossing the Straits during the strike, and 
_ how hard it has .been to get produce 
_ away from Tasmania. We say that special 
eases need. special treatment, 
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-_fortably 


there as in any port in Australia. 


ployed in erecting lines. 


I urge the 
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Saaeneee 


' Government to consider the question of 


control, 


Mr. Rran.—Would the engineers *have © 
remained on the Timaru had the Ca 
monwealth not stepped in? 


Mr. ATKINSON.—Yes. Phebe s = in 
Tasmania great quantities of produce for 
which there is a geod market in+ New 
South. Wales, and a 4,000 or 5,000 ton 
vessel such as the ‘ Austral ” boats bought 
in London by the Prime Minister might 
occasionally be put into the Inter-State . 
trade. Of course, if these vessels are 
better employed in transporting produce 
overseas, | have not much of a case, but 
the suggestion ought to be considered. 
We should be told why some of these ves- 
sels are not being used for the “Inter- ~ 
State trade.. They could be benthed com- 
in ports ‘like Devonport and 
Burnie, and would be loaded as quickly 
We 
have sent vessels out of Devonport after 
a stay of a few hours which it has taken 
two or three days to load in other ports, 
when there was no more cargo to send 
away. 





I hope that the Government will do 
semething to remedy the complaint voiced 
by the honorable member for Maranoa 
(Mr. James Page), who spoke of the need 
for better telegraphic and_ telephonic 
communication in’ the country. I my- 
self have urged that’ special consideration * 
should be shown to those in the country. 
Every district suffers, and cases of hard- 
ship lke those mentioned by the honor- 
able member are frequent. During the 
last Parliament a large deputation waited 
on the Treasurer and the Postmaster- 
General of the day, and suggested that 
returned soldiers might profitably be em- 
I understand 
that the Repatriation Department would 
not fall in with that suggestion. Lanes, 
however, -should be erected, and I hope 
that if the Government can get material 
at a reasonable price, thay will see that 
the work is gone on with, I indorse all , 
that was said on the subject by the hon- 
orable member for Maranoa (Mr. James 

Page), and I hope that a sound and set- 
tled policy will be formulated. The new 
Postmaster-General represents a country 
district, and knows the needs of those who 
dwell in the country. I am satisfied that 
his sympathies are with us, and I hope 
that he may have*the force to compel the 


/ 
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Government to take the right pad proper 
* action in this matter. . 


Mr. PROWSE § (Swan) 
prestions of a new member, though I do 
not intend to talk at length, because one 
feels that much speaking doth confuse 
great, issues, dnd that in Parliament it 
takes a very long time to do a very little. 
I am a member of a party that believes 
in sound government, though I do not say 
that members of other parties do not 
‘also do so. The rural community of Aus- 
tralia does not like party government, 
and showed that*by abstaining for nearly 
nineteen years from seeking eee re- 
presentation in this Parliament. . They 
expectéd others to give the ee sound 
government, and have now been forced by 
circumstances to create a political party 
to voice their views and needs. With a 
national debt of nearly £700,000,000, the. 
whole of our time can well be ‘Spent in 
getting to the root of matters. We adyo- 


--abtention need be spent in putting thin 


cate economy without the impairment of — 


efficiency; we agree with the Prime Min- 
ister that the only way in which we can 
mect our national obligations is by. doing’ 
more work, and by producing more. Ac- 


cording to “Mr. Knibbs, the people in the 
country, who number: Jess than half the 


community, produce three-quarters of its 
wealth. Their representatives have, 
: etherefore, a right to be heard regarding 
the national expenditure. The members 
of the Country party do not claim to be 
the only members representing the pro- 


ducers. In the past, members  re- 
te rural. areas . have  pro- 
mised - support measures for the 


es Sy aiiscis! of primary production, 
and to make country pursuits attractive. 


_ promises; but they were attached to some 
party or other which had its centre in the 
congested portions of Australia. They 
Were caught in the whirlpool of that, 
power which was associated with Capital 


and Labour. They were overawed and . 
Shackled by partyism, — 


 ‘ everpowered. 
_ they dare not vote against the Govern- 
ment and put them out. Ofttimes they 
, were given a little sop to allow the pro- 
ducer to go on with his business; but the 










thrive, notwithstanding that every party 


sp 


They meant well when they made those 


very fact that centralization continues to. 


Recaniaelicatiany shows Hint, momhing: tan 


in this House proclaims the principle of - 
that channel ae pa 28 


have proclaimed decentra 
[5. 42. BN A 
I should like to give the House the im- | 


S. 
the honorable member. for Marae 


taxpayer to make out only one form 


“Some primary producers would. 


latter often pays more to. ave 
bility ascertained than is. involy 


tremendous expenditure which i 


When we are called upon | 
/ money for the maintenance of the 
try, the operation should be made 
simple ag possible. 
our taxation quota should be as dir 





































a has ae doe Eyi lent 


merely preached, and not. 
appears, then, that in re 
which the Prime Minister r 
important, namely, the s 
production, something has b 
ing. This little party in th t 
that, concerning those matt ae . 
James Page) has’ alluded, little time or 


right. For every party agrees that th 
savings which can be effected shoul 
speedily brought about. I refer to s 


et ah 


matters as the. pee of offices 


called Sonat to render distinct | Ber 86] 
rate forms of taxation returns? — 
we not sufficient intelligence to asl 


each phase of taxation, so that hi 
shall be assessed, and the amount invo 
rendered by hire without vexation? 
course, it will be said that the on 
vernment has not been able to bhi 
the other shall have control, 
is a very small thing. | Surely, eae hi 
people of this country are so closely cor 

cerned, and when we are so “hard up 
against it” financially, we shoul 
swift consideration to these. strai 
ward methods of effecting ect 





rather go to gaol for a month 
out their taxation sigue! « 


ow 3 


thelr, This cadividunt does a ney a 
fiteering upon the producer, so that the 


actual amount of taxation — 
him, Governments of the 
seem to have taken into cons 


the shoulders of the primar, 


The transferenc 


effective as can be possibly devised 
the channel of transference - $s 
made as economical as possibl 
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| : signed and maintained ag it might have 


been? Cannot some Commissioner, 
under ahicr Federal or State control, be 


Ps ie | Appointed and empowered to collect taxes 


On. behalf of both authorities? 

_ The same line of criticism may be ap- 
ae to the Electoral Departments. In- 
stead of keeping two staffs for tha com- 
pilation and maintenance of the rolls, 
eould not one staff easily and effectively 
‘do the necessary work for both Federal 
and State authorities? And the same ap- 
plies to the statisticians of the Stages and 
Commonwealth. I am perfectly satisfied 
to take such statistics ax I require from 
Mr. Knibbs and his staff. To build up 


‘separate departments for State and Com-, 


-monwealth statistical purposes strikes 
ie one as altogether unnecessary. 
On one other matter I also thoroughly 
_=agtec with the honorable member for 
aranoa (Mr. James Page). Much sym- 
Mock has been extended to the poor 
‘ cockie,” the pioneer on the land. 
’ Mr. Scuwarr.—l think that the hon- 


“piss menrber for Maranoa would make’ 


a very good Country party’ man. 

_Mr. PROWSE—He would make an 
Ne member of this little corner party. 
He pictured the privations and disabili- 
ties of the people outback, ‘and who, 
- nevertheless, are called upon to provide 
» guarantees before certain public services 
are rendered them. Yet we were appealed 
to by the head of this Government, 
before: he went to England, to produce 
‘more. Mr. Hughes has returned, and 
again he has said that the only. way 
out from under our tremendous burden is 
to produce still more. Can further pro- 
duction be expected of people when they 
“are * actually called upon to furnish 


_ guarantees for the rendering of services 


which are given freely to the inhabitants 
om the centres of population? How can 


pl ae compare the national services of 


those who are favoured by three and four 
3 five postal deliveries daily with. those 
PMs. 3 ae men and women of the “ outback,” 
ny “who ) are fairly beneath the burden wigh 


which the Commonwealth is weighted to- , 


dag le who are asked to be content with 
a postal delivery once a week or fogt- 
* oe 


ty ak 


ae * ote “more. attractive. That great. Tn- 
* es agriculiurist, ‘Sir Rider Haggard, 
as eee ance ea Comnonsrealti a 





There, must be. more generous 
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dowed with those sober 


‘of Federation, 


That indicates a distinct and alarming: 


“intend, 


- tractive! 


Supply. 133 
message, and he said that the chief aim 
of the Governments of all highly civilized 
countries should be to keep population on 
the land, to encourage those modest rural 


homes 1 in which men and women grow up — 


in health and prosperity and become en- 
and enduring 
qualities which have made the greatness 


of our nation and’ maintain it to-day. 


Honorable. members of this House have 
evidently scrapped Sir Rider Hdggard’s 
message. In Victoria alone, it appears 
that the population of the whole State 
has increased, during the nineteen years 
by 196,000 persons; the 
inctease of population in Melbourne for 
the same period has been 200,000 odd! 


decrease in rural production. Does it 


suggest that the lesson of Sir Rider Hag- — 


has been really learned? [I 

at a later stage, to deal 
more. fully with the population statistics 
of the Commonwealth, and to stress 
the general decrease of the rural popu- 
lation, concurrently with the marked 
increase of the urban population. It is 


gard. 


a matter which must be regarded seri- . 


ously by the Government. No wonder 
that the sons of our rural settlers are no 
longer finding country occupations at- 
They no longer care to under- 


take the tilling of the soil—which they 


have been asked to carry on as their duty. 
And there is no lack of patriotism in« 
ferred thereby... The fact is that de- 
centralization is being merely preached, 
and neither practised nor assisted. In 
the season 1914-15 the wheat-growers of 
Australia planted 12,000,000 acres. Last 
year they planted only about: 8,000,000 
acres—an astonishing decrease in a brief 


‘period. Can such facts afford encourage- 


ment to the Government, faced as they — 
are by an enormous national burden of © 


debt ? 


Tn asking for the practice of economy, 


I am conscious of the tremendous load’ 
Tam 


with which we are now weighted. 
cognisant of the huge amount of money 
represented i in the individual share of the 
national debt. It is a greater sum than 


was borne by the United Kingdom prior 


to the war. In the case of the British 
people, however, there were 45,000,000 
of them, the wealthiest. in the world, 
and having the finest financiers on earth 
amongst their’ citizens. Here, 
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a new land, and in no sense a rich people. 
Does not the magnitude of our responsi- 
bility appeal to every one of ys? I do 
not wish to be regarded as endeavouring 
to lecture this House, but I contend that 

_ with such an enormous responsibility upon 
eur shoulders we have little time for con- 
sideration of matters of } small conse- 
quence. Our national burden can only 
be lifted by the methods indicated by the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes); but such 


statements as he has-made have been fre-. 


quently heard. Every one will acclaim 
his belief nowadays in the policy sug- 
gested by Mr. Hughes. I hope that the 


Federal Government and Parliament! 


will devise some means by which 
production shall be effectively stimu- 
lated. After all, we have the 
finest country on earth, notwithstanding 
that we have the greatest debt in propor- 
tion to population. We have the greatest 
opportunity to lift that debt, but it must 
be under sound government, for without 
sound government we have the best pos- 
sible chance of going on the rocks. We, 
here, dre natives of Australia—most of 
us. We all Iove Australia, and we all 
feel that if Australia is to reap the bene- 
fits gained for us by Australia’s un- 
equalled fighting sons, we must play our 
part. We must promote effective means 
of stimulating production, and create 


other avenues of wealth production, so. 


that the Commonwealth shall be as great 
as its sonS have. made it in other fields 
and as it truly deserves to be in every way. 
The Country party is in no sense opposed 
to natural secondary industries, but does 
not. believe in the spoon- feeding of un- 
_ natural secondary industries, or in plac- 


ing the cart before the horse by the_ 


* development of secondary industries . to 
‘the retarding of .primary industries. 
' Primary production must be encouraged ; 
, and, if it is’encouraged, nothing in the 
| world could hinder the secondary indus- 
tries from making progress at a reason- 
able speed, and with much less spoon- 
feeding than they have hitherto received 
mm Australia. The Bradford woollen 
manufacturer pays for his raw material 
125 per cent. more than the Australian 
: manufacturer pays, and the latter has 
_' the advantage of a high Protective Tariff 
and 13,000 miles of water carriage; and 
one would think that, with all these ad- 
- wantages, the Australian manufacturer 
_ would be able to give us an infinitely 
- eheaper article, but such is not the case. 
i Mr, Prowse. | 








charge may be levelled against me; be- 
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As common ean we ea i oneht to felts ae 
together to bear the burdens that have op 
been imposed upon us. by the war, 
There is profiteering among the party 
represented opposite as well as among. 
those who sit on this side of the House. 
The man who sells his labour at a high | 
price is just as great an exponent of pro-— 
fiteering and is equally against a reason- Be 
able method of conducting business as 1s — 
the man who sells a coat at an unreason- « | 
able price, and, I suppose, the same 
































cause it nfay be claimed that a man ‘who 
receives too much for his wheat is also | cate 
sinner in this regard. Me 
_Mr. Parker Moioney.—It is gener- y 
ally the middleman who gets the Shari Se is 
cut out of the producer. ol 
Mr. PROWSE.—It is our desire to. Bet, 
the product of our labours into the hands — 
of the consumers at. the least ee 
cost. Noe 
‘ We) trict that the Gaverninene aval 
extend the fullest sympathy to the pro- — 
ducers. The promises made prior to the ~ 
election were highly satisfactory, We — 
desire to have the middleman, the un- — 
necessary man, cut out, and a system of 
co-operation inaugurated by which we 
may emancipate ourselves, and make our 
avocation* more attractive. It would ‘be 
a distinct advantage to the whole 
community. Abundant production means 
cheaper living. Down at bedrock to-day 
the cry is the costliness of living, but the 
appeals we hear for higher wages, higher 
Tariffs, and higher railway freights will 
only accentuate the difficulty. | Of course 
there is a system practised by all, ener i y | 
the poor unfortunate people we represent, Hee 
that of “passing it on,’ but every. in- 
crease of wages means a general decreas 
in the purchasing power of the poun 
note. What we ought to do is to brin 
about an increase in actual wealth i 
order to give security to the Pus sai 
we have issued. “it 
Mr. Marurews.—And T ‘suppose. seer 
ought to ask ae Westie ‘to wor! 
hafder. i 
Mr. PROWSE. Pome! oneal 
should work honestly for his eight hours. | 
I think this is a particularly bad tim 
for honorable members of the Oppositio: 
to seek to reduce the hours of labour ai ; 


SY ees 







Bika in Y the hours of hee with 4 
corresponding increase in the cost of 
living; is incontrovertibly out of place. 
| If we are to avoid serious conflict, we 
| should seek to understand each other 
| ‘better. Rather than incite class’ conflict 
we hould encourage our people to do the 
ihe “right thing in every way to save this Aus- 
tralia we love. I said a moment ago that 
other parties would pass on the price of 
commodities to an unlimited extent, but 
that is not so with the producer ; par- 
_ ticularly is it impossible in regard to 
~ that which he produces for export. 
he rural producers have said “ Amen” 
to the claim of other sections of the cont- 
munity for the maintenance of a wkite 
i _ Australia, but the policy has brought to 
/ them an obligation that has not yet been 
removed from them by subsequent legis- 
piiaeton... che fact is that the white Aus- 
tralia policy and the maintenance of it 
‘protects every other person in the com- 
‘munity but the primary producers. Walls 
Bae tariff have been built by the joint 
effort of labour and capital, and as a re- 
sult the man who makes harvesters or 
, ploughs seems to get on very well indeed. 
3 Witte ean bring up his price to the water- 
he of the protective duty, and makes a* 
nice little thing out of it. Then the 
_. Jabouring men approach him through the 
Arbitration Court and say, “ Our “party 
voted for that Tariff; we think that we 
_ should have some of the adv antages.”’-The 
- manufacturer says, “ Certainly you ought 
to,” and, therefore, through the “A rbitra- 
ton Court, the request is stanted. The 
net result is that the ‘‘ cockie” pays _ 
; 4 them both, but has no means of passing’ 
a} Ke it on. The Country party appeals to the 
aM ‘reasonableness of honorable members 
“generally. We contend that if the pro- 
on . sbeetion of secondary industries is to be 
: enti to the detriment of the more 
. «important primary industries, those who 
Oe, hold the belief that the secondary indus-, 
‘tries are the more important should play” 
. part by Le ise those indtstries 















cane 


pate Ball not be polly ul on the 
i: shoulders of the primary pyoducers.. If 
an “ the burden were levelled over the whole 
a community in this way, and if the people 
ao _ centralized in factories bore their equal 
aN sha re, there would be some reason in the 
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Supply.” 
demand. for support for the secondary 
industries; but although I am told that it 


is a national obligation to produce wheat, 
and more wheat, £40 is taken from me 
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when I take delivery of my harvester’ at 


the ship’s side, which means that I am 
prevented ftom putting another 40 acres 
of wheat under cultivation, and produc- 


ing wealth to the amount of about £120, 


For what? . To give Protection’ to 
secondary industries in the’ centralized 
portions of the Commonwealth, and for 


the sake of giving employment to the 


very people who will vote against the in- 
terests of the primary industries. 


' I feel that [ might easily become a 


nuisance to honorable members by speak- 
ing at too great a length at the present 
moment, but, as a new member, I con- 
tent myself with what I have said, 
except to say that [ do hope that 
the Government, now that the war is 
over, 
to solid business, will give us an 
opportunity of dealing with the Esti- 
mates at an early date. 
be only 


too willing to return to parliamentary 


and when we should get down 


I feel quite 
* satisfied that. Ministers will 


government by the representatives of the 


people, and give reasonable and proper 
opportunity for the consideration of the 
annual Estimates of Expenditure. That 
this is necessary is shown very’ clearly 
by the first draft of. the report of the 
Economies Commission, which reveals an 
astounding state of affairs, fgr which I 
do not think we should unduly lash any 
Government, because I dare say it has 
been contributed to partly by all past 
Governments. However, it reveals cer- 
tain flagrant neglect, unbusiness-like 


methods, and a waste: of public money, 


and if, when the attention of the House 


Cities 


has heer drawn to this matter, the Go-” 


vernment will not take action to save the 
taxpayers’ money where it may be saved 
without destroying efficiency, then, of 


‘course, further action will be necessary. 


Mr, MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[6.14].—I am somewhat concerned at the 
threat of one of the representatives from 
the “‘ Fly Speck.’’ 

Mr. Arkinson.—I made no threat. 

Mr. MATHEWS. — The Mes 8 
member told us that he would help t 
get Tasmania to sever itself from the 
Commonwealth. ! 

Mr. aOR “i said nts of the 
sort. ’ 3 


wy 





AY Mr. "MATHEWS. —I ee = ‘thie | 
 fonorable. member ‘did ‘not say that, 
but he did say that there “was” 
a possibility of a vote being taken in 
Tasmania upon the -question of sever- 
ing’ from. the Commonwealth. It is. a. 
_ ‘pity the people of Tasmania did not talk 
of doing so before they got £900, 000 


from the Commonwealth. + Ib ws 
very evident that Tasmania has 
had advantages that none of the 
other States, except Victoria, has had. 


_ Victoria and Tasmania have ‘been ruled. 

for the most part by the Conservative sec- 
tion of the community. | 

»Mr. Arxinson.—I hope the honarable 





mem ber does not. describe me as a ‘Con-. . 


servative. 

via, MATHEWS. —TI do not Dy ha 
otter designation I could apply to the hon-. 
orable member. *When Tasmania entered 
the Federal Union she was paying lower 
wages than prevailed in any other part 
of Australia, ‘but despite her cheap labour 
she was less solvent than any other State. 
We could have no stronger evidence that 

, ¢heap labour does not mean a prosperous 
community. Should Tasmania ever for- 
Sake the Federatien it will not be long 
‘before she will return to it as a suburb 
of Melbourne. | 
The Government are BENG for Supply, is 

and it is said that the grant, of Supply is. 
being held up. If Supply is not granted — 
within the next fortnight Ministerialists 
will no.doubt declare that the Opposition 
shave prevented the old- -age pensioners — 
_ from receiving their perisions and have 
_ delayed the payment of Public Service - 
salaries. The Government have been asked 
to supply certain information, and they 


to meet that request. The Country party, 
when they endeavour to show the Govern-. 
_ Ient what they ought to do, meet with a 
rebuff, because the dignity of the Govern- 
- ment must be preserved. It is evident 
that the Ministry wish to obtain Supply © 


_ tunity to consider any of the important 
| matters ‘awaiting its attention. I know 
nothing about what took place on Satur- 
day, but I am satisfied that the Govern- 
ment do not approve of it, and 
that be wish this matter to be 
_. debated Committee instead. 

pin othe Hod I maintain. “that 
it is in the House itself that we can have 
the fullest discussion, and experience _ 
' hee that « an Or rad en a eee ene 


be 
1s 
oe 
4 









the payment of * old-age 


- House to secure the bee 


-brought us inhi a = 


| " course, ‘that Dee have 3 


. are justified in choosing thoi own. . time 


before the House is afforded an’ oppor- “of the State rather than a. « 


of sorting to strikes; that ‘some 





































ti ean enfovmnits 
ment in the House > 
The request-made by t 
sa cd Ween oie 


fae lias Ener i bat 
silence. The Government 
control. the House, and. are 
taking such a stand; but 
that Sale case ey cout si 


the, salaries-of the Public Serv ce, im eT a 4 
avagl ourselves of all the fo: ns of the 


the present. situation. 
anges per? ae ue : 


‘upon Us. 


than they did, had they. wish 
Supply: within a certain dat 


is ae with difialltien Vad 
did not recognise that we 


the most. able, ete ele 
necessary to deal with the fan 
tion during ‘the: mext few. 
not believe in the way in which t 

‘“ statesmanship ’” is ‘applie 
sent day,’ since - it does not 


Blatt in the ween’ of fe the 


Danan eho can “mak 
famous is called, a statesman 
opinion, the true statesma 
has' regard for the position. 


to the, renown of the State it 

The Country party mus 
the unsatisfactory position. oO 
our cities. They will tell 
that the poe en eebntie lies 
-of the workers; that they ha 


do not wish. to work more ee 
a week, and that many : 
-manding a working | 
ide Meidca' f 
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Supply. : 
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oho, i am. eatied igi’ he his. 
mom? his own in this House, évidently 
: La that increased production would 
J thee beneficial to the ‘country. He, like 


oo ga 































cc Pro- 
ay ehG labours to secure tt. It 


supplies of meat, but these were of no 
use to the general body of the people. 
‘he honorable member for Swan laments 
the fact that the arta under , wheat in 
Australia has been reduced from 
12,000, 000 to 8,000,000 acres. 
duction, ‘however, will have no effect upon 
the. working section of the community. — 
Mr. Stewarr.—It will. 
Mr. MATHEWS .—It. ought to have. 
Mr. Grecory.—And it will later on. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Increased produe- 
tivity ought to be beneficial to the people, 
but the honorable member for Witn- 
thera (Mr. Stewart), who is a student of 
“economics, ‘knows that the increased pro- 
te ‘ductivity of a country is not necessarily 
better for the workers. What is the use 
of all this production. of ours if the people 
cannot share in it? 
told that it is their own fault that they 
cannot get ip. I represent a constituency 
where men are frequently on strike, and 
the primary pxoducers of Australia are 
iseless without the men and women who 
ive in- my constituency and others like 
Pati 
Mr, bei ane —We could hs the same 
of a. workers. 





me cannot Fe a one unto hein: 


ton of the community. Let our rail- 
jays, our shipping, or any other great 





ary producers suffer. « b. 
“Max, —They “Ca an live by 
“alone. 


x MATHEWS eae The point 
1 to make i is that those who. live i in 


gre t cies have: as much sits to 





e Prime Minister: and. re of our. 


is not long since we had in Australia mil-. 
lions of bushels. of wheat and enormous 


The re-. 


Again I shall be > 


elves, any more than can any other sec- 


blic service be disrupted and cea ede 


opportunity, 
those behind: the Governmen¥ — 
Under 
Govern: 


really understand the position. 


sidered as have any other section 


Mr. MATHEWS Their BG of Te- 
sponsibility must be in proportion to the 
profits they obtain. We. often, hear a: 
man say, “I am a farmer,” or “I own a 
factory,-but I cannot carry on by working 
eight hours a day. JI have to work as 
many hours as possible.” 
get that they are working to benefit them- 
selves, while the working man who is ask- 
ing fo¥ an eight-hours day i is working only 
for his “* boss.” 


| Mr, James: Paare.—The farmers can-. 


not work by the clock. . 

Mr. MATHEWS.—1 know that the 
farmers have to work very hard. There 
are some real deans hana of ‘the 
farmers in this House 

Mr. Grsson.—-A dozen. 

' Mr. MATHEWS.—I should say that 
there are not more than d half-dozen who 
have worked on afarm:- J am just as well 
fitted to represent a farming community 
as is any ‘member of the Country 
party, although I do not think I have 
ever cultivated ‘even a geranium. 





Sitting suspended. from 6.50. to 7.45 p.m. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I have heard the 
question debated many times, but I 
should like to say a few words regarding 
the curtailment of the liberties of. the 
people. ~The Prime. Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) and myself, before he was the 
Leader of the present. party, discussed ° 
on several occasions the use of the powers . 
under .the War Precautions Act; and 


I well remember how he took great 
pains to assure me—when we sat.together 


on the same side of the House+that the 


War Precautions Act was to be used only | 


for the defence of our country in. times 
of stress, and so forth. He also gave 
other promises, and one was that the Act 
was to be used intelligently, but I do 
not think that it ever has been so used. 


Is the House aware that the Government © 


are still gaoling © people, parc 
women, for flying the red flag ? on 

I wish to deal with this question to- 
night, because | may not have another 
and [desire to” know 
whether 


the War Precautions Act the 
ment can do much, A: member of Par- 


‘liament, when ‘outside the House, may 


be taken by the shoulder and put behind — 
stone walls, and the Government: have 


| the Perr euhii | defer his trial as a AOHE as. 
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Such men for- 











Mets ee Senay, 
they please, or, if ib suits them, to brie” 
him up for trial at two hours’ notice, 
allowing 
_ prepare his ‘defemice. 
a view to gaoling people’ 
tical purposes, or to 
‘personal spleen. [ ask any honorable 


for _poli- 


member opposite if he believes that this 


Act was intended to be used to gaol 
women who, in their political fervour: 
wave the red flag on the Yarra dank? 
The war is over, and the peace with Ger- 


_ many signed, and yet to-day in Australia ~ 


we have people gaoled for flying the red 
flag. All this calls to mind that we are 


talking about .the punishment of the 


criminal Huns ‘who resorted to all sorts 
of fiendish methods during the war; but 


we have had to concede a good deal, and 


the Germans are demanding the right to 
themselves try the criminals. While we 
talk of punishing the German war 


criminals, the war criminals of Australia 3 


are still in power. “No ond can say that 
the taking of a woman from her home 
and putting her in gaol is justified under 
certain circumstances. What harm can 


.she do-by waving a red flag in this com- 


munity? We are told now that the Act 
will continue in force until Peace has 
been signed with Austria ;. and Lord knows 
when that will be. I often told 
House that I never desired to fly the red 
flag until the present Government told 
“me I would not be allowed to do so, It 
is the same spirit which, makes other 
people want to fly the red flag; and the 
_ Government for political purposes, 
some. individuals to satisfy their personal 
spleen, are still gaoling people for doing 
so. I do not wish to say anything nasty 
about flags, because some people are par- 
Dror waa fond of them. ’ 
’ Mr. Jowzrr.—Good flags 
: ' Mr. Gapp.—You get behind the Union 
od ack | 

Mr. 
to say. : 

Mr.. MATHEWS.—It 1s quite 
‘brave’? as gaoling women, and you 
and those with whom you sit are to blame 
for that, 
do with the question we are discussing. 


i 








Grampians (Mr, Jowett), and the ‘only 


, " found him running down the street and 
waving a pine Jack ee she ce oy ery: 


“say 1 
him practically no time to 
All this is with 


satisfy’ petty 


i poses? Q 


the | 


and 


_ own strength, and to the glory of tl 


Jowrtt._-That is a brave thing | 
as. 


i ae all the fheakty es 
However, that has nothing to 
gaoled, but a “cannot, and 
I have talked the matter over on many 
+ occasions with the honorable member for 


‘time I ever suspected him was when I 































































Mr. alae nae am. 


Mr. MATHEWS. an 
right as the honorable mer 
flag for political purposes, 


Mr. J owETT.—Do- ‘not A 


Mr. J owert.—It is, ‘not we - 
anyhow. ° 4 


Mr, Wi 
Nanpees eh ob is gc have 
reverence for the Union Jack 
have for my boats when they fly iates 
political purposes. In Victoria there 
people who demand that the Tris 
carry the Union Jack in front of | 
Patrick’s Day procession, and 
that it is appropriate to fly it on all 
sions. If there is a’ hospital cele 
the Union Jack must be flown. Ii 
is a demonstration against high 
the Union Jack must be flown, a 
the high prices aré due to those 
so keen on the flag. It is just as app 
priate to fly the red flag for politi 
purposes. 1 remember hearing a y 
the whole of which I cannot very 
now, about a picture of George Wi 
ton, which was held to be appro 
all occasions, just’ as the, Union — 
‘regarded by some in. Australia. ee ip 


‘The Prime Minister, of co 
take no notice of what tL say; 
honorable members opposite whe 
think they are gaining anything 
ther they think they are adding 


pire, and at the same time weaken r 
other side when they stop peor 
means of f the pe Rear 


can fly any flag they like, 
much liberty in this country as any 
E. was born here, and yet oth 

came from other ‘countries, eid 
Government, take away et 
the right to yy, ie “politi ic 
jchoose. ‘eve bine? 


a £ ve right to, protect himself. 


Shida 





ees Jownrr—I am sure you do ‘not 
Want to fly the red flag. | 


Mr. MATHEWS.—1I want to fly” any 
es especially when an attempt is made 
to stop me. This year there were two 
women put into gaol because they would 
vay the red flag. Do honorable members 
think that gaoling women for flying the 
red flag is going to do any good! If they 
dé not think so, I ask them to help us to 
_ prod the Government, and especially the 
Prime Minister, and induce them to with- 
draw the. prosecutions. We talk about 
liberty whilst we out-hun the Hun. We 
talk of trying Germans’ for war crimes, 
whilst, under the Wiar Precautions Act, 
we have interned men in Australia 
merely because they were of foreign 
birth and our Courts have fabricated evi- 
dence against them. 
perseduted here because they were of 
foreign birth. I have nothing but con- 


- tempt-and horror for the Germans who 


_ perpetrated war crimes.* I believe some 
of the statements on the subject have been 
exaggerated, but I think the perpetrators 


of those crimes should be punished. When 


- we talk of punishing other people for war 
-erimes we should be prepared to punish 
those>who committed crimes here during 
the war. The Prime Minister should be 
punished. | 


I can refer honorable members to a 
ease that occurred here some time ago. 
The victim is a Pole by birth, who has 
been in Australia for 36 years and who 


was naturalized 24 or 25 years ago. Some 
- peculiar circumstances are connected with 


his life. He was robbed on Qne occasion, 
and he caught the thieves himself. They 
were tried and were set free under a bond 
to be of good behaviour for twelve months 
and on condition that they paid back £10 
-. of the money they had stolen. The State 
_ Government of Victoria took the £10 
~ from the thieves, but have refused to pay 
ait to the man who was robbed. His sho 
was broken into, and he thought he hal 
fave day a 
-man leaving his shop left a revolver ee 
him, and the thieves who robbed* him dis- 
covered that he had the revolver and gave 
information to the police.. The police 
found the revolver at his place, and tried 
| him, for having it in his possession, and 
1e was fined £20. At the trial a letter 
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Men have been 


“Armenians by the 


_ people who came under their control. 


MN ie had written to a nephew, a Pole 


Supply. 


’ 


fig Fine in Germany, was read and trans- 


lated i in the following way :— — 


Tam pleased you are helping to give the red 
trousers a thorough beating, and Hi) hope you 
are convinced, that you are knocking the lice 
out of the lion’s skin. This will be a warning 
to both of them to leave us Germans alone for 
all time. 

This man denied that the roferenes to 
beating the lice out of the lion’s skin was 
ever m his letter. He tried, through his 
legal representatives, to obtain the letter 
trom .the Defence Department without 
success, 
the Department would not produce it be- 
cause they knew that a lie had been told, 


and that‘the reference to the lice in the 


lion’s skin does not appear in the letter. 
The Government interned that man,and 
detained him for three and a half years, 
during which his business and personal 
property were left unprotected because of 
a lying translation of the letter referred 
to. Could they do worse in Germany ? 


We cannot get the Defence. Department — 


to go into the matter at all.- The Vic- 
torian Government will not hand this 
man’s money over to him. They say 
that it has gone into the Consolidated 
Revenue and they cannot get it out. His 
property was stolen while he was in the 
internment camp, to which he was com- 
mitted because of a lie. Surely honor- 
able members will admit that this man 
should be given a copy of his letter to 
prove that there is nothing in’it about lice 
in the lion’s skin. The man would have 
been a fool to have written anything of 
the kind., *The letter he received from 
his nephew was censored, and he knew 
that his letter to his nephew would be 
censored. 


* We talk about Liberia but I tell hon- - 


orable members of this House that we 
are building up a condition of affairs in 
Australia which will be the cause of more 
irouble than. some of them anticipate. 
No. self-respecting people would ever 


tolerate a Government that would permit ' 


such things to occur as I have referred to. 
We read with horror of the massacre of 
Turks and of the 
treatment by Germans during the war of 


our midst we have thousands of cases of 
the kind I have mentioned. man is 


brought up under the War Precautions 


Act and is not allowed to know his ac- 
cuser or what he is accused of. Personal 
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I also tried to get the letter, but. - 


ph 


ee ESE Surly 


| ’ spite 0 or the political game may ‘route in- 


his inearceration, and he is givén no op-.. this kind of thing is 
portunity to meet the charges: made 
against him. If that kind of thing is to 


continue, the troubles that will arise in 


Aviebratin will be such .as to overwhelm 
even the. present Government, with all 


their might, and in spite of all the talk of 


what they. intend to do when trouble does ° 
"They have a majority to-day, and 


arise. 
have a right to be where they are, because 
the people put them there. : 
of liberty during the election campaign. 
They talked of beating the profiteer, and 
of what they were going to do for the 
‘people of Australia One thing that, they 
ought to do is to remove the blot upon the 


name of Australia which has been caused - 
as the result of the gaoling of innocent 


men. Every honorable member on the 
other side is equally blamable for what 


has been done if he will not help to secure . 
redress for those who have been unjustly 
‘treated. I will be told that it is dramatic 


to make a statement of the sort, and that 
no purpose is to be gained by it if I say 


that, should this kind of thing continue, a 


condition of affairs will be built up here 
which will overwhelm the party opposite. 


They laugh when we say so; but we have 
evidence from other parts of the world of - 


what can take place under certain circum- 
stances. 


workers in the cities. 


- eondition of affairs is even 
.. Japan. 


to be tised as the Prime Minister used it 
in the late strike ‘of the engineers, we 


i of the Government. 


position 2 We have been assured that the 
» Anglo-Saxon will not resort.to the methods — 
adopted by people of other nationalities, 
but that. remains to be seen, 





_ [REPRESENTATIVES ut 


that, despite the War. Pre “ex 
the continuance of which | 
accentuate the disturbe 


more strikes. 
They talked - 


scheme to enable them in ‘heh a o 


same ern as have ‘Opie péop 


Honorable “members may, if to en joy their pura 
they please, laugh at the power of the. 
i Some fair trouble 
had to be confronted in Great Britain, — 
_ they are getting a bit of it now in France, .) 
_ and if we can believe half we hear, the 
worse in 
: No member of this House will © 
contend that the Australian is not as brave — 
as the Frenchman or the Japanese, or that. 
he will not be found equally determined to 
seek redress when he is wronged. If the 
_ War Precautions Act is kept in operation 


‘man ew own) ships, ; ‘when ot 


mania. of be 
any effort of that kind, 3 Sasa 


aosht Be tes 


_ Honorable members claim the 


odd i 
ought to be told that that is the intention — ih 
i Why does not the th d WT 
_. Prime Minister tell us that he is keeping 4 ae - entities Bn ine War 
the Act in operation for the purpose of — 
: using it against the industrialists of Aus- 


tralia when they try to improve their duty of the Government to. ae 


selves British.. The war is ove aye 


We are BUD: 




































Rajureons awk are mone 


affairs and to stir up the | 
within the next few mont 


Mr: 


Mr. MATHEWS area 
old Conservative crowd Bigs | Yee. 
deserve all they get. 
the Tasmanians have brought 


that te Coe Ge Taken 
conceived a means by which to a 
suffering in the future. 
they are going, to buy. ships of th 
and +o man them with scab labour. 

Mr. Jacxson.—The > sim 
ae “have a right: to live. 


the persons who were gaoled und 
War Precautions Act no right -to live 
A lot i f g 








men, wharf labourers, and cé 




































We shall Rnd a “ 
sue 
Mr. ge _We cou 

clared every steamer black h 

sired to do so. We could 


those people as black as a 


but they «will not co 
same right to others. 


Peed the eeon ate Be a 


ceased sixteen or seventeen 
iaeriste is No: fete need’ for 









honorable members 
I refer to the disfranchisement, of,. 


ever have been imposed at all. 
IT was. at the war. when the restrictions 
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y ; END a: EP iasepock 1s still in ee 


The Government who persist in keeping 
the War Precautions Act in existence 
and prosecuting persons under the powers 


de which it confers, and the people who sup- 
port them in such a policy, deserve no- 


thing but contempt from liberty-loving 


‘i people. | 
Mz. WIENHOLT (Moreton) [8.9] can 


desire to bring before the House a small 
matter which concerns not only my own 


: electorate, in which it is a burning ques- 
tion, but also the electorates of Darling 


Downs, Lilley, Wide Bay, and, no doubt, 
some of the constituencies represented by 
on the Opposition 
side. 


and other restrictions placed upon, a 


a great many of those who are known as 


but who, after all, are 
fellow “Australians. Those. restrictions 
are at the present time a> serious 
"grievance and a handicap to the people 
in whose behalf 1 speak. 1 have no in- 
tention of reviving the ‘old controversy 
as to whether those restrictions should 
Although 


German settlers, 


were introduced, I quite realize that the 
. Government ‘were. carrying, while the 
war lasted, 
_ placed upon the shoulders of any Govern- 
ment in Australia. But, thank God, the 
war is over; we have. achieved a 
torious peace, and, I think, it is fair to 


ask the Goyernment——and in this appeal 
_ I hope other honorable members who are 
interested’ will join—that those restric- 
fy tions. should now be. withdrawn. | 


I hold 


‘no brief for disloyalty. A man who 


; would do a disloyal act, who could be a 
traitor in either deed or thought to his 


fellow: countrymen when they are at wir 


eet with another great power, deserves no 


_ sympathy, but merits the severest penalty 
that could be inflicted upon him. But 


‘honorable members will agree that many 
oft the German settlers were placed in a 
oy and most unhappy position. They 


; rma induced by the Government to come 
to Australia ; they were welcomed. as 
a settlers, and a great portion of the coastal 
area in my own State and in other por- 
tions ‘in Australia owes’ its present pros- 
_ —perity to the efforts of those people. A 
motion for. the granting of Supply seems 


to’ me a particularly opportune moment 








: for ‘bringing | forward this question, be- 
cause. the persons on whom these restric- 
one a are hug eit co say to me, 





ae Mancx, 1920.] ” 


. as possible. 
proof of the loyalty of the people whose 


the greatest, burden. ever . 


Vic-: 


‘victory for the profiteer. 


Supply. Co as 


+ We are, not considered. worthy to have 
a vote, but we are not exempted from | 


any taxation.’’ That is the way in which 


the Government policy appeals to them, 


and I have no hesitation, on this motion 
for the granting of Supply, in asking the 
Government to reconsider the whole ques- 
tion and repeal the restrictions as quickly 
I cannot imagine any bigger 


cause I am pleading than the fact that 


I, a returned soldier, owe my seat in this — 


House largely to the support they gave 
me at the polling booth. | 


Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [8.14].—I move— 


That after the word: ‘That’? the following 
words be inserted :—‘‘ the, Government be cen- 
sured for (a) their failure to deal with pro- 
fiteering; (6) their injudicious expenditure; 
and (c), their ‘control of shipping, and of 
wheat, wool, metals, and other products. e 


I make no apology for moving this amend- 
ment, I believe the Government: are de- 


serving of censure, particularly in regard 


to the matters specified, but also in re- 
gard to many others. I know that some 
honorable members on the Government 


side say that there is no profiteering in 


Australia. Some people are never tired 
of assuring us that there is no profiteering 
in the community. If they cannot feel 
the results of this evil in their own 
homes, they must be very fortunate in- 
dividuals indeed. We have only to read 
the newspapers to learn the enormous pro- 
fits which are being made by many sec- 
tions ,of the community. Yet the Go- 


vernment have so ‘far failed to lift even, 


a finger to deal with this question. When 


returning thanks to my constituents for 
having again elected me to this House, I 


said that I regarded the return to power 
of the Nationalist Government as a great 
In this con- 
nexion what did the honorable member 
for Corangamite (Mr. Gibson), who at- 
tended practically every Caucus meeting 
of the National party durimg the last ses- 
sion of this Parliament, say? He had no 


doubt about the organization of the pro-, 
fiteers, and he had no doubt as to where 
‘the funds of the National party came 


from. From the Age newspaper of 20th 
November last, I extract the following in 


regard to his candidature :— 


The National Federation was referred to by 
the candidate as an ‘‘ organization pf vested 
city interests drawing a colossal fighting fund 
from the manufacturers and Flinders-lane, and, 
perhaps, from other sources such as was indi- 











* funds.’ 


mot less 
a Gi tinesy, accruing to the spinners on some rarer 


142 la Me j 


cated in Sydney the other day. when a racing. 


elub tendered £2,000 or £1,000 ° for party 


secretary at £1,250 a year and organizers at 


£500 a year. 

Mr. Roperrs._-The honorable member 
tested this question in. all he consti- 
tuencies and lost upon it. 

Mr. TUD 
the constituencies, but I did in many of 
them, because I know that the honorable 
member for, Corangamite (Mr. Gibson) 
spoke upon something of which he had 
knowledge. He said— 

It claimed that the National icgvenmmant 
had reduced the cost of bread to 64d. In Eng- 
jand bread was Is. 

Mr. Grsson.—That is .a quotation of 
veur own. 

TUDOR. Nb: This is the hon- 
ae member’s speech as reported in the 
Age newspaper. I shall be pleased to 
let him. see the report— 


Not a word was said about cheap clothing, 
or the thousands of articles sold by the people 
it stood for. That was the party which said’ it 


was going to ‘‘ shoot'the profiteer.”’ These pro-~ 


fiteers could be shot with a short-range gun 
from an upstairs room in Parliament House 
looking east,’ but that they were not likely to 
shoot the goose that laid such golden eggs. 

The profiteers had a magnificent victory 
at the - recent election, and prices have 
been going on ever since. Scarcely an 
article in common use can be specified 


which has not risen in price. 


Mr. Listrr.—Why do not. the, Bistes 
stop that? 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
will have an opportunity to show where 
the States have failed in their duty. I 
am now dealing with the articles which 
are consumed and worn in every house- 


hold. A suit of clothes which the aver- 
age working man could purchase for 


£3 10s. or £4 4s. four years ago cannot 
be bought to-day for less than £8 8s. or 
£10 10s. In the Melbourne Argus of 9th 


February last I find the followiag : — — 


The report of the Committee appointed 
under the Profiteering Act to inquire. into 
wool-spinners’ profits has been issued by the 
Board of Trade. It shows that enormous pro- 
fits have been made by spinners. 
highest instances, the excess percentage over 
the profits oflicially allowed werks out at 3,900 


per cent., and in no case is the excess of pro- 


fit over that allowed by the War Office schedule 
of fair prices less than 250 per cent. 


arn investigated showed a profit of 
han, 25d. a pound. The excess per- 


types of 


The National Federation employed a 


That cable was priate) be the follow. 


R—I did not test it in all 


War Office’s former. allowance. 


In the 
heat the war, was 


The 
Committee says that at least. half of the forty 


using these goods. 

































on the er oiig that they were cane ipet ee hy 
supplied their own figures, which showed pro- ay 
fits ranging from 2,400 to 250 per cent. ute My 


ing headlines : — 


“ Enormous profits made be spinners: Waly en j 
a Thousands per cent.” satel, 


Talk about taking a chance in Tattersall’s a 
sweep. It is nothing like this, ae 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—What are the — 
powers of the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment over those people? Nyse 


Mr. TUDOR.—I intend ae deal. ay 


oinisene have failed to suppress the pro- 
fiteer in Australia. An extract kis the 
Melbourne Herald reads— 


PROFITS ON WOOL, 
‘SrarTitne DIscLosurEs. a : . : 
LG per Oent. Alleged. — i é 
(Published in The Times.) a * 
London, 16th January. 


Betraouinare disclosures ‘regarding profits i 
on wool startled a meeting of the Central Pro- *— 
fiteering Committee. Mr. Mackinder, a York- | 
shire’ warehouseman, reporting on the results 
of the official sub-committee’s investigation. 
as to the costs of six standard counts of yarn, 
said that the profits now made ranged from 
400 per cent. to 3,000 per cent. beyond. the 
The spinners’ 
own figures were quoted in every instance. 
The Government itself was. still re 
colossal profits. | 


The spinners themselves admit that the 
are making 2,400 -per cent. upon these 
yarns. Honorable members who hay 
any knowledge of the trade know that 
there are a avetaar of articles that 


more than 2s. per Gaede Bosh) : 
cause a’ Combine has got hold of thels mi Ss 
in Lancashire, and its agents are offering 
the shareholders in the mills’ five or "six. 
times the cost of their shares. A mi 
which ‘was built within - half- a-mile 
where I. worked on the borders of Ches 
hire, and which wag equipped for £80, 000 oe 
purchased by the | 
Combine last year for £500,000. — 
any honorable member who is inter 
in this matter go down to ‘Wlinders- 
and make inquiries of the people 1 

ae will f 
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“before the war is to- dae Wea fold at 
more. than 4s. per yard. 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp. — How can the 
- honorable member save us from that? 
Mr. TUDOR. — If we save ourselves 
i hee ‘the evils which afflict us in Aus- 
vi tralia we shall do well. No doubt: the 
. “honorable member is anxious to protect 
the profiteers who supported him in the 
3 recent election. These people who are 
building up enormous fortunes at the 
y cost of the health of the workers—— 


Mr. Hecror Lamonp. — They joined 
. _ with the honorable member’s friends in 
ay "killing the referendum. — 
~~ = Mr. TUDOR.—That will probably be 
‘the excuse which will be urged. But a 
ee _ Government, which has power to issue the 


in respect of the marine engineers em- 
ployed’ on our own coast has power to 
_ deal with the profiteer, At the recent 
elections 90 per cent. of those engineers 
did not support the party with which I 
am associated. These men, could. be 
aoe to heel with a proclamation under 
_ the War Precautions Ast, but. the pro- 
fiteer is to escape scot- free. 
ee in England the firm of J. and P. 
Goats declared that its immense. ‘profits 
Ae had been made, not in Great Britain, but 
ea abroad . ‘Australia, where women are now 
forced to pay 8d., 10d., and as much as 
1s: a reel for cotton thread that, used to 
cost 2d. or 23d. a reel before the war, has 
me “ _ contributed its share. 
} ‘Mr, Freminc.—How can we deal with 
“the firm of J. and P. Coats? 
ase Mr, LU DOR .— If it dhavced £1 a reel 
At Ai for its thread, ought we to remain supine? 
ob ii The Government should see that dur 
people are not robbed, either by a combi- 
nation of importers or by a local combi- 
mation. We ought not to sit idle when 
these things are takigg place. It was 
8.) es "stated this afternoon thaf an enormous 
ae cd amount is now being paid for harvesters. 
ae “So far as I know, there is nothing to pre- 


ae a We 
eek 


oe: which wads recently ¢issued 


— 










vent any one from manufacturing har- 
_* vesters in this country, and, if the manu- 
cw) _ facturers have come together to put up 
“prices, they are only doing what others 
- have done, and nothing is said ‘by honor- 





EWEN able “members opposite against such 
aOR _ action. - But let the workers endeavour 
to raise their wages, atid improve their in- 
dustrial conditions, and there is immedi- 
be ately. an outcry from honorable members 


opposite, and those whom they represent, 
The tile ats man is denounced if he tries 
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The other. 
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to better bps: K mbbs proves beyond 
doubt that the cost of living has increased 
at a greater rate than the wages in any — 
trade or calliig in Australia. Some of — 
the coalowners have increased their pro- 
fits by over 100 per cent., but I do not. 


know of any calling in which wages have 


been increased by 100 ‘per cent. We. 
learned. 'by cable towards the end of last 
year that the firm of J. and P# Coats had. 
made a profit of £3,899,000—that is, 


‘practically, £4,000, 000-——an increase of 50 


per cent. over its profit for the pre-war 
year 1913-14, which was £2,600,000. 
There are only two ways in which a manu.’ 
facturing firm can make big profits—by 
taking them out of its work people, or by 
raising prices to the consumers of the 
article which it manufactures. I know 
enough of the cotton weavers and spinners 
of Lancashire to be certain that they will 
not allow undue profits to be made out of 
them. We have been told by a member of 
the Country party that the Government 
has no right to touch the Tariff, and to 
start new industries in our midst; that we 
must leave ourselves at the mercy of the 
manufacturing sharks on the other side 
of the world. Many of these manufac- 
turers would sweat the last drop of blood 
out of their employees. I know that less 
than twenty years aga children under 
thirteen years: of age were at work in 
Lancashire, going to the mills at 6 o'clock 
in the ‘morning, and working every morn- 
ing for one week while attending school 
in the afternoons, and in the next week 
attending school in the morning and work- 
ing in the afternoon. No honorable mem- 
ber on this side wants cheapness at the. 
expense of the individual. 

Mr, Fremine.—Nor do we. 

Mr, Stewart.—Nor does any member 
of. the Country party. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I do not want cheapness 
at tle expense of any man on the land. 


Mr. Srewarr.—We are glad to hear 
that, : . 
Mr, TUDOR.—-I have said it befores I 


said it in the last Parliament. Werdo not 
want cheapness at the expense of those 


engaged in the production ofgan article, | 


but we do not want a comparatively few 
persons to make enormous profits at the 
expense of the many. It was said that in‘ 
New South Wales the coal miners were re- 
celving enormous wages, and living on the 
fat of the land, while the poor coal owners 
practically got nothing. But: the report 
of the Coal Commission appointed by the 


’ 
Ee . 


ape ey 


ale 


leas than 1543 per cent. 
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Holmah Gorennone shows that in the 
coal industry a profit of over 0 per cent. 
perannum has been made. ‘Let me read 
a newspaper comment on the: report of the 
Comimission— 

Let. it be said, in passing, that the report 
proves right up to the hilt everything that has 
been penned in, these columns from time to 
time regarding profiteering in the coal in- 
dustry. “Listen to this, during the war no less 
than twenty -eight coal companies in New 
South Wales showed profits of over 10 per. 
cent. on the capital employed in production, 
seventeen, made over 20 per cent., and nine 
each, over 30 per cent. ‘Three of them made 
‘profits of over 60 per cent., while one colliery 
was allowed to make a profit, in 1918, of no 


¥ 


od 





Capital ‘Per- 


. em- Total centage 
District. Year. | ployed | nage route of profit 

in pro-.|. sold, Us 4 on. 
duction. capital, 

£ £ 

Ne. 1 (Southern) ..| 1914 | 28,006] 255481} 12,006) 42-86 
1918 31,403 298 648 48,515} 154-49 
No. 2 (Western) ..} 1914 | 40,000} 118,370) 11,273)" 28-18 
1918 | 40,000} 124,391) 25,320) 63-60 
No.:3 (Northern), .} 1914 i, 427] 30,904 952) 12-82 
1918 5,491 23, 735 61:99 


3,404 





Will the honorable member for Illawarra 
(Mr. Lamond) say.that these coal owners 
ought not to be dealt with? . 

Mr. Hneror Lamonp.—I am waiting to 
hear the honorable member speak abo 
the Geelong Woollen Mills, 


Mr. TUDOR.—I have referred to them 
before, and shall do so again to-night ‘I 
was not afraid to criticise the operations 
of the firm of Foy and Gibson, notwith- 
standing that its place of business is in 
my electorate. Mr. Gibson died worth 
£1,800,000 without leaving a penny to 
charity, although he had made his money 
out of the poorest in the community. 
When the honorable member. has’ been 
longer in the House, he will know that 
I have not been afraid to blame the 
tanners in my electorate for the enormous 
profits which they .have made out of 
leather, nor to deal with other factory 
employers there. I am ready to treat 
those in my electorate in the same way as 
I treat persons outside it. - Honorable 


‘members who sat here with me know that 


-L am not going to shield any of these pro- 
fiteers, no matter where they come from. 
These manufacturers take very good care 
as a rule not to live in the industrial 


centres where they have their factories., 
Iam akaangeh as friendly with many 


[REPRESENTATIVES. 1 


duction, 


price occurs, the prices in the successive s 


ton, the immediate increase to the retail | 








of thém as I am with many wanenntene 2 
the other side. I oppose them politically 
and industrially on a great number of ra 
matters; but the fact that they happen, 
to live where they do is no reason Wey 
they should be shielded by me. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp,—Do not you thinle 
you should give the same credit to mem- 
bers on this side of the House as you, ane one 
giving to yourself? ; 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable coouneen 
wants me to write him a testimonial as 
to his character. I might have been able 
to write it a few years ago, before’ he 
slipped, but I have no intention of say- 
ing where he is to-day, He knows far ~ 


‘better than I do the company he is in: 


As the old copy-book maxim said, “J udge 
a man by the company he keeps. ahi 
orable members on the other s 
backed by the Employers Fe 
throughout Australia. That is ‘prt “ote ib 
ganization which a few years age sent a 
man through this country preaching that a 
marriage, was a luxury for the worker. a 
After that tour that man was still em- © 
ployed ‘by them. No one can say that the 
Employers Federation support us. Thee aN 
are very glad to put in money against cic derek ike 
and some of their representatives will ap- — — 






pear. in electorates lke ‘mine claim- 
ing to, be “‘ as-good-as-Labour ”’ men. 
They are only counterfeit, and 


the people |in' Yarra and oie elec. 
torates turn them down for what they — 
are. To continue the report regarding — 
the colliery owners, in the northern dis- ~ 
trict in 1914 the capital employed i in pro- " 
taking a typical mine, was 
£7,427. In 1918 it was £5,400, Tn the 
meantime they had evidently returned 
some of their apr to their shareholders. — 
The tonnage has gone down from 30,904 
to 23,000, but the profits have gone mp 

from 12 per cent.,to 61 per cent., The 

Government have an opportunity of ‘deal- 
ing with them, but. are sitting idly’ by. 
Commissioner Campbell makes, the follow-. 
ing remarks about the ees peony: who, 
buy the coal:— | 















A noteworthy fact in connexion. with thete |! 
prices is that, when an inerease of colliery 


of distribution to the point at which the coal ut 
reaches the consumer extend far beyond the | 
measure of the initial increase. Indeed, when rae fu 
the retail stage for domestic consum tion Gs | My 
reached, it will be seen that when, in 1917, baie) 
the colliery price was increased by 3s. ‘per,’ ie a 
was 4s. per ton per ton lots, and 5s. per ton 
per ewt. lots, while in the agen tine of ee Sef iS 





















Pete fio Ta re 10s. per pile on 
-ton lots, and ae to, ‘bs. hogall ewt. 


, policy scaokiy is to babe i out of 
poorest people who cannot afford to 
y more than 1 cwt. “While the war 
on, I gave an account of the Wallaroo 


Ate a district of the honorable member for 
' Wakefield (Mr. Richard Foster). In the 
_ three years, 1915, 1916, and 1917, the 
- eompany made, adding ‘the money that 
had gone to reserves, my profit of pee per 


F oont. 
aS 





Mr. *RrowaRn. Foster. —That is a com- 
_ pany. which gives its employees a percent- 


It is the best company in that 


in _ Austr alia: 
reentage cinelf. ‘I am not find- 
Cox fau ce with the company for the way 
it treats its employees. I have always 
said that I would never defend a close 
oO rganization, consisting of 100 per cent. 
of both employers and employees, if they 
' ‘eombined together to put up the price of 
an article to the public. All I said was 
that the Wallaroo and Moonta Company 
‘made the profits I mentioned, as I proved. 
in the House. 
A Mr. RicwaRp Foster pwnd for years 
hey never made a penny prong. 3%)" 
— Mr. TUDOR. -—They remind me of the 
‘man who was: selling everything cheaper 
than cost. He was asked how he could 
ait, and he said he made a bit of 
profit on the paper and the string. 
It is strange that so few of these people 
. apply for old-age pensions. It is only in 
he poorer districts that the people are 
forced. to do so. 
Mr. Ricwarp~ Fosrer. —Did you’ say 
2at these. people combined to put up the. 
"ice of copper? — 
i. TUDOR.—? aid not say so, “be- 
e I. know that the price of copper is. 
ae by thé price in the world’s 


a 
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ral Summons Court. to-day, Mr. 
Field was proceeded against by 
neome Tax Department on a 


ee Manos, “and 


nd Moonta Copper Mining Company, in > 


Ineome 


age increase according to the rise in * 


ad understated tne income in- 








| Supply. 


dicetaiy ae for ‘the eel nous fae 
ing 30th June, 1917. Mr. Lambert, K.C., who 
ap peared for the Federal authorities, alleged 
that Field had returned hig income as £45 000 


for the year, but in a later return had ad- 
mitted that he should have shown £63,000. In- 


vestigation, however, showed that his income 


for that year was really £71,000. 
That is only ‘a matter Of : £1,400 per “week 


pee 


which is the decent minimum wage iat 


Mr. Field was making, and the, Govern- 


ment do not lift a little finger to. stop him 


from making those enormous profits. The 
Tax Department 


certainly 


tackled him for thaking a wrohg return,* | 


but the Government take. no action so - 


far as profiteering is concerned. We all 
know what happened when the Govern- 


‘ment decided to deal with the price of 
A deputation, was arranged for: 


meat. 
in Melbourne, and these “ poor’ ’ people 
chartered seven special trains. It is only 
the really poor people who can get a 
special train. They were allowed to have. 
their deputation in the Queen’s Hall, and 
T- am, informed by the honorable member 


4¢ 


for Dalley.(Mr. Mahony) that. when my 


name, was mentioned they did me the 
honour fo hoot it; That is one of the 


finest: testimonials T have-ever received 


of fair treatment to the public. Those 
hoots came from. the people who hung 
up the consumers’ meat, and deliberately 
had stock trains and auction sales can- 
celled, so that no meat would be delivered 
to the Melbourne market. This Mr. T. 
A. Field. was one of these people. i 
would not bea supporter of ours. 

Mr. Manony.—He put a few motor 
carg in againsteme in my electorate. 

Mr, TUDOR.—I1f © our 
would do that in all our electorates, it. 
would help us to get our voters to the 
polls, because the: supporters of the 
National party cannot bargain for votes 
jn return for free motor rides. As a 


matter of fact, I would like to know het 


some -honorable members opposite fill in 


their election returns. Some of them, no 


doubt, have scores and hundreds of motor 


- 


opponents 


ears running for them—cars provided by — 


those Nationalists, those poor one 
those men whom ‘the honorable member 
for Corangamite (Mr. Gibson) describes _ 


as the “geese that lay the golden eggs.” 


Does the honorable member, for Ehuaa 


(Mr, Hill) expect to get a atta 


answer to his question which appeared 


nes to-day’s notice-paper? 


Matt ae Sut. ove ui a 





be red flag in this. community, 


Ch hake | 1 





cet 
My. ‘TUDOR. OF course not. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrmer.—Your Austra-f. 


lian Workers Union spent a lotr more 
money on the elections than the N ational- 
ists. 

pe Bi 
it 


Mr. Ricnarp Fosrer.—You know it. 


Mr, TUDOR.—I do not. There are 
honorable members on. the other side who 
were once members of my party.’ I chal- 
lenge any of them to confirm what the 
: honorable member foxy Wakefield (Mr. 


Richard Foster) has just stated. 

challenge those “thas. beens.” I 
will leave it to them rather than 
listen to the “never *wasers” who 


have had no experience of the Labour 
party. Can those “has beens” prove 


what the honorable member asserts? The. 


honorable member for Robertson (Mr. 
Fleming) has stated that a certain gentle- 
man whom he named put money into 
our campaign fund. I have had the 
honour to hold official positions con- 
nected with the Labour party,. besides 
those which I have filled as a politician. 
T have been president of the Trades Hall 
Council and other political organizations, 
and treasurer as well. Our difficulty has 
always been to get any money at all; and 
the money that we have collected has con- 
sisted of the shillings of ony poor, and not 
of the thousands of pounds which honor- 
able members opposite get from other 
people—according to the honorable mem- 
ber for Corangamite. | 
The honorable membex for Mitindee 
Ports (Mr. Mathews) has referred to the 
audacity of certain people in flying the 
for which 
daring offence they have been gaoled. 
I will dip into a voluminous report pre- 


sented to this House, which recorded. the 


‘punishment of certain people who were 
guilty of over-charging the 
for certain necessary 
“Messrs. Burns, Philp and Co., whole- 


TUDOR.—1 would like to believe 


public. 
" commodities. 


with a different man altogethe : ‘The | 


_trast iat with the puniaiaane of 


2b: 
option of paying £25 or going to 


= 


certain people to whom I have | 


_ stop the ‘public , from getting any 
allt , 


sale’ 1 presume—in butter, were 
fined 10s. for charging the pdople too 


much, J wonder if that firm asked for 
time to pay. A “ 
James was sentenced to six months’ im- 
prisonment. | 
J pari 40s. fine for Burns, Philp and 
) I do not know that these people 
> who flaunt the red flag would vote for me 





Half a year in gaol for. 


a Any: more readily thet for an honorable 


red- -flagger ” named 


example of ‘Conservatism, ary 
ae wy Spt ee 3 Labour 7 ; 

































is. "Hose to ie a4 fair 
Mr. Ricrarp Fosren. . 
now ? : 
Mr.. Corszr,—In_ the l 
Queensland. Y 
Mr. TUDOR.—I ge 
member is mistaken; he is 


’ ar Ley 


morable. 


Food and Ice. ie ee i New 
ing too much for butter. vd 

yas withdrawn upon the | 
Court of 21s. and of 183, 
expenses. 
quoting does not Tedicate aoe 
Sa the 21s. or who the fee ; Tt 


@ ple i 
who a too eer foe aa i essar ae 
con. ‘as. bread and but a 


red flag people. I am not great on fi 
flapping myself; but a man nam 
roll, who is now an esteemed me 
the Queensland Upper House, w. 
‘Mr. Richard Long was g 


this city for six months. 
robbed the people by | charging 
for bread and butter which y 
purchased by the wives of our sol 

who were away fighting for us all, wi 
fined every bit of 10s. Take the 


referred, who said, in effect, ‘ 





They were, not even 


Mr. _MatHews. —Do Me 


cause he MEE to. bane 
action quickly? Ne 

Mr. TUDOR, can quite appre 
that. Simon Legree, ay di 
Ameriean “ant 3 so bee a 


+ 


others. I can’ cite Waleed 
Long, of red-flag ° fame, preferr 
vote for Mr. Maxwell, 









4 Supply. 


ie The i ettimen't requested the Inter-. 
" “State ‘Commission to inquire how much. 
«the increased cost of living had been 
_ brought about by Trust¥, Combines, and 


the like. For particulars of the inquiry 


I refer honorable members to the report 


as dealing with bread. Why did not the 


Government’ take action upon the report 





= 


is of the Inter-State Cornmission ?. 


‘ They 
professed to do so. They were furnished 
with a report, also, in-respect of meat; 


but before that aaniinent saw the light | 
of day in the House, it was referred back 
to the Cemeiissionerk. 


Legal proceedings 
arose in’ Sydney, and’as formidable a Bar 
was present in Court to represent the 
owners, and producers and the meat com- 


panies of New South Wales as has ever 


appeared in any case in Australia. Prac- 


_ tically every King’s Counsel in the State 


i sumers. 


was engaged. Those parties made sure, 
at any rate, that their side would be 
heard. No one appeared for the con- 
Even after that the Commis- . 


~ sion” Proueht in a report concerning what 


+ shotld be done with regard to meat, but 
the Government did not act upon it; 
they had ample power to do so, 
_ Then, reeently, a report was presented 
+ pon: sihobs 


. orable members must 


tne 


atter of house rentals, Hon- 
know’ that rents 


' have +been: increasing -practically every- — 


where. I have in mind certain habita- 
tions in my own electorate, which, by the 


way, has received a little publicity’ i in the 


_ matter of housing accommodation during 
the past few months. 


There is a thorough- 


kere: in. my district known as Tennyson- 


by- another 
There: i is a width of 10 feet from the ex- 


street. That is the name given to it by 


thé municipal council, in hdnour of the 
celebrated poet. 


- But it is known to the 
eople who any in the neighbourhood 
name—‘‘ Pickle Alley.’’ 





ey treme edge of the front verandahs of the — 


houses in ‘‘ Pickle Alley ’’ across to the 
wall of the pickle factory opposite. 
children of Tennyson-street have 


no 


ae ‘other place but that alley in whieh to 
play. From the extreme edge of the back 
iS verandahs to the rear of the properties 


Q there 


is a depth of only 45 feet. 


The six houses have a total frontage of 


og : 


are increasing in Richmond as well as. 
“ht ates wolse pend, 





LD to feet, and, honorable members can 
imagine the congestion that exists when 


they realize that they occupy a space not 
much larger than this chamber. Rents 


although the Go- 


a oe 1920.) 


The.” 


i hg ad 
; , j et i ‘ I \ : « 
eB i ; rei 

, ? i ; r : ; 
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me Supply. 


vernment have had the oppértunity of 
dealing with this question, they have 
failed to do so. The honorable member 
for Illawarra (Mr. Lamond) said a little 
while ago that I was dealing with over- 


seas questions, and he wished me to refer _ 


to instances in Australia. J have re- 


Wake 


ferred to the coal produced in the honor- — 


able member’s electorate, and now call his 


attention to, the rents cases. 


In the report of the Inter-State 
Commission, reference is made to the | 
tweed manufacturers, and the = fact 
that they had made enormous pro- 


fits—up to 40 per cent. im one year. 
_ Notwithstanding this, no , action has 
been taken. The Inter-State Com- 
mission reported that this occurred 
at a time when the output was sold to 
the Government fqr Defence purposes. 
I have said before that the best way to 
stop profiteering is to fix a maximum 
-profit—let the Government fix a maxi- 
‘mum income for the manufacturer, and 


commandeer all above the maximum so . 


fixed. 

Mr, Maxwetu.—Does the ‘ight 
member mean a maximum profit or a 
maximum percentage of the profits on 
the capital invested ? 


Mr. TUDOR.—A. maximum’ profit 
should be fixed by the Government. It 
may be fixed at 5, 10, 15, or 20 per 


cent., but whatever the amount is, any- 
thing exceeding it should be handed to 
the Government. I have quoted Knibbs 
jto show that, since the war commenced, 
the manufacturers have trebled ' their 
profits, and although the workers in 
Australia produced £50,000,000 more of 


manufactured articles than ‘they did. in | 


1914, the wages paid were actually less. 
T.gave the figures at a ‘dinner given by 
the Chamber of Manufacturers, to which 
T was invited, and, in consequence of the 


remarks I Wade on that occasion, I was | 


not at all popular. 

' At present, we have \a a Wave 
Commission, which has been sitting for 
four months, or, at least, it is over four 


“months since I introduced a deputation 


to the Prime Minister pointing out the 


‘ desirability of fixing a basic wage. 
Mr. Hugues.—tI do not think it has | 


been sitting four months. 


Mr. TUDOR.—vYes; the Commission 


vommenced taking evidence before Christ- 
mas. 
over Australia to obtain information as 


s 


If the Commission has to go all 


F 5? 


4 \ 
a) 


to the conditions maslline throughout — 
the Commonwealth, by the time their 
labours are completed, it will be neces- 
sary to commence again. If it takes the 
Commission three or four months to com- 
plete its inquiries in Melbourne, a similar 
period in Sydney, and six weeks in Ade- 
jaide, Brisbane, and Perth, honorable 
members can easily realize that its re- 
commendations will be of little value at 
the-end of that period. It would also be 
necessary for. the Commission to visit 
Tasmania, because, if due attention is 
not given to that State, the threat of the 
honorable member for "Wilmot (Mr. At- 
kinson) that the people of that State 
will take a referendum on the question 
of withdrawing from the Federation may 
materialize. I hope the Prime Minis- 
ter’s statement at jBendigo early in 
November will prove ‘correct? 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—We then faped 
that the referenda would be carried. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
for Illawarra (Mr Lamond) seems some- 
what perturbed concerning the re- 
ferenda, and I repeat what I said on the 
floor of the House on a previous occasion 
that had the Government been sincere in 
their endeavour to deal with this matter, 
we would have supported them. Honor- 
able members know’ my attitude on this 
question. If the Basie Wage Commis- 
sion takes as long in other States as it is 
taking here, its recommendations will be 
of little value. 


Mr. Huegues.—Why should it take so 


long? The men represented by the hon- 
orable member are taking up all the time, 
and the other side has not had an Oper 
tunity of putting its case. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Judging by the time 
talsen by the employers” in submitti 
their claims to the Arbitration Gate 
and Wages Boards, the period they are 
likely to oceupy will be very lengthy. . 
the workers have to prove their case, 
. and time is required to do that. 


Mr. Hueuns—If they wish to get 


something out of it why do they not make 
haste? 

Mr. TUDOR.—One lady writing e the 
press said that the costume of a growing 
girl should last her three years. . My 


daughter has grown 7 inches in three: 


years, and I would like to know what she 
would look like in a dress 7: inches too 
short. I made that statement at a public 
‘meeting, and one lady was very annoyed. 


aR Supply, ‘REPRESENTATIVES. ] Supply. 







Berknbs she wodts suggest viaines : 
weight on the head of children to pre revent 
es growing, and thus enable them ; 


A good deal was said during ihe recent i 
election campaign concerning the eh aS 
increase in the cost of living in Queensland 
under the Premiership of my friend, the ” 
honorable member for West Sydney. (Mr. 
Ryan). I have before me Knibbs’ at 
to September, 1919, which are contained 
in the” Bulletin. distributed two or three re fy. He 
months ago. In connexion with beay md a 
Brisbane figures, he said that in the third © 
quarter of 1914, when war broke out, it 
would take £1 0s. 1d, to purchase what 
the sovereign would. purchase previously, 
but that at the end of 1915 it would take 
25s. 1d. to do so. It must be borne te ae: 
mind that the Labour Government did — 
not assume office in Queensland until ane Hi 
middle of 1915, and so it cannot be | 
blamed. for what happened during the | 
Denham régime. It will be admitted that — 
it takes any Government a few months — 
to'get to work. At the end of 1915 the 
equivalent to the purchasing power of © 
the sovereign was 25s. 1d., but at the end ~~ 
of 1916 it had decreased to 22s, 10d. ee 
That is.the only State in: the Common- Poy 
wealth where there was an gh 
drop in the purchsing pore ae 
sovereign. 

- Mr. Huenns.—An appreciable rise you A 
mean, - iy 
Mr. TUDOR.—It droped from 28s. 

id. at the end of 1915 to 92s. 10d. at the 
end. of 1916. ‘At the end of 1916, or: 
early in 1917, the Federal Government 
took over the whole work of price-fixing, 
and the State Governments were told to 
“keep off the grass.” If any ineredse 




























- occurred in Queensland the fault is ‘not? < 


with the Labour Government, but’ with 
the National Government of Australia. » 
One of the conditions of the coalition be- 
tween the Liberals and the National ‘Lao ; 
bour party was that price-fixing should 
be abolished, and in February, 1917, the 
Price Fixing Commissioners in each State ; 
‘received notice to wind up their offices. 
That occurred before the Ready incident, » 

‘but when Senator Keating and Senator i 

Bakhap refused to vote for a continua- , 
tion of the life of the then Parliament — . 
that order. was withdrawn, ‘and Federal « 
price- “fixing, although it has been a fo “Si 


still remains operative. 





the purchasing power of the 
1 in Queensland has advanced 
Qs. 10d. to 28s. 6d. in the third 
of last ‘yoery lt Is: not ae a 


98 Foes os Pe to see anes wages ‘hive 
cana earned in the corresponding periods. 
a n the quarter. ended the 31st December, 


a “charge im Queensland, the average 
wage: for a full, week’s work was 54s. 4d., 


a 1019, it had increased to 70s. per week, 
Aa ‘or. ‘an increase of 15s. 8d. No. other 
‘State can show a similar increase. Those 
3 honorable. members who claimed on the 
platform that ‘the cost of living had in- 
creased in Queensland might at least have 
the an ty to say that the increase has 
only co me about since the Federal Go- 
rerninent® took complete control over 
price-fixing. The State Government had 
‘no control over it whatever.’ 








Peirelaapstation vei eeibins the Queensland 
- gugar-growers hopes ,to interview the, Prime 
peg tae (Mr. Hughes) again this week, and 
again press the case for an increase in the price 
Nok ee sugar from £21 to £30 6s. Sd. per ton. 
ce e eng will be armed with the facts 


ra 


es « we may acess more about ‘it Hew 
‘week than we know to-day. 

“) No ‘action. taken by. the. Giguntinent 
has” been more provocative of industrial 


BY ish: ne 4 
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vu 


Anh ler. ‘the War Precautions 
an directed against the marine engineers. 


the Prime Minister (Mr, Hughes) knows, 
erhaps, better than any other honorable: 
el mab 





neers in the ARK strike. ° His re- 
e of the War Precautions Act has 
ad nee. effect of throwing the whole 


 to-m rrow. ’ ie the Prime Minister 
OM ee eg Sante in 1918 he sub- 


Sh, 

























¢ Federal pa el equi- : 


that proposal? 


Hob): ‘when the Denham Government was 


yee but i in the quarter ended the 31st March, : 


' the Chambers of Commerce 


‘The parering re Ro yeaah in this. 


_seamen’s quarters on that vessel. 
him that, as [ had been born oneede 


unrest, than the regulation issued recently. 
Act and 


ee eb taking them generally > 


To establish and maintain better iitereats 


between capital and labour it is proposed that — 
the Attorney-General shall also be Minister for — 


Labour, and an Advisory Council, representing 
employers and employees, will be appointed 


to keep touch between the Department and the 


industrial interests affected. 


Why did not the Government go on cats 
Nothing has “been done 


in the matter. This paragraph is pre- 


ceded by another which is very enlighten- 


ing in regard’ to the attitude’ of | the 
Goccruiaint ee the industrialists, 
Tt is as follows 


The economic and industrial problems which - 


face the Commonwealth during and after the 
war have been the subject of careful considera- 
ation, and the Government has formulated a 


comprehensive scheme of organization which it 


has submitted for discussion and eriticism to 
and Manufac- 
turers. 


The workers are kept out by this Go- 
vernment, and honorable members oppo- 
site denounce them because they dare to 
go on strike for better conditions. The 
seamen and. firemen who went on 
strike last year were promised better con- 
ditions. I was a passenger by one of the 
Inter-State steamers about three months 
ago. 


the sea, and as my people had been con- 
nected, with the sea,all their lives, I knew 
what seamen’s quarters were on ‘such 
vessels; but as he persisted in asking me 


to inspect the quarters on that steamer, 


I went down to see what they were Like. 
I obtained a foot-rule, and measured the 


space between one fireman’s bunk and’ 


another. From the pillow on one man sg 


bunk to the bottom of the next one above. 


was a space of 9 inches, and, even assum - 
ing that the head of the man in the bunk 
below might sink 8 inches into his pillow, 
there was not’ a margin of more than 4 
inches between him and the bunk above. 


here was a returned soldier among dhe 
firemen, and as he was a fairly well- “built 
fellow he could not tuim over in his bunk. — 
If he wanted to do so, he first had to get. 


Houle on hs 10th ‘Aoril of 1918, and ae é 
j paragraph reads as follows :— 


“A. man asked me to inspect the. 
«I told 


out on to the floor: T challenge any hon- a 


orable member to go on board that 
steamer, the name of which I shall be 


pleased to. give, and controvert what I~ 
have said. After a fireman has spent four 

hours in the stokehole he usually secures 
a \atiantat of hot water from the ems gaa: 


MRD bo Nt 
viakt | 














‘Supply. 
that he may wash off the orime ‘and coal 


dust that covers him, but no accommo- . 
dation is provided for him on this vessel. 
He must take his bucket ‘of water into a 


certain spot, which I may call a lavatory, 
although it really is not one, and -wash 
himself there. Sych conditions are abso-— 


lutely scandalous, and I am not surprised — 
at the industrial unrest that prevails 


amongst some of the sections of the com- 
munity.’ 
there is not more of it. Yet honorable 
members smile smugly and laugh at. these 
conditions. _The Prime Minister knows 
that when he and I were piloting the - 
Navigation Bill through the House we 
had determined upon a certain course of 
action so far as the life-saving provisions 
were concerned had there been any objec- 
tion on the part of the other side. The 


housing conditions on some of these ships — 


are not a credit to the companies that 
own the vessels, nor to any Govern- 
ment that allows them to continue. 
Although the Government have suspended 
the operation of the Navigation Act, 


I urge them to seriously consider the posi-. 


tion. In some. parts of Australia there 
are ports concerning which some exemp- 
tion might be made, and I think there is 
provision in one of the earlier sections of — 
the Navigation Act for this to be done. 
For instance, some ports on the north-west 

coast of Western Australia are not usually 


visited by Australian vessels, and so if a 


boat coming down from Singapore calls 
there, it might reasonably expect some 


exemption from the provisions of the 


N avigation Act. I am not in favour of 
cutting off- any port in Australia from 
_ communication with the rest of the Com: 
_ monwealth, but I say that better accom- 


‘Modation and better conditions must be: 


Insured to the men engaged in our coastal 
service. What I have said is absolutely _ 
true. I could inake stronger statements 


if I wished, but I have no desire to do 80. 


The conditions are not better than I have 
des ribed. In some vespects they are 
muth worse, so if the Government are 


anxious to insure industrial bea’ they 


should take action. 


Mr. Prowss.—Would you not ‘exec ment kept in employmen 


the north-west ports of Western Aus- 
tralia? If not, how would you put ship- 


ping: in place of the vessels that call there | 


now? 
a ty Wir, TUDOR. —I have already Be hat 
in Wiad Ge to Pee ‘not DNogonr by. ae 


_fmerkasewrarive ss) ; “ wer 


Indeed, I am surprised that 





Wealian vessels, there mi 
tion. 
























this afternoon, some at 
*by certain honorable membe 


avhen ‘the PBisrable member £¢ z m 
a James Oey was Pave T inte 


The Minister has forage me oT wee 
correct; so evidently I misund ood 
~him, ‘but y Hp know that some Haat ey 


than they pay” in taxation 
Mr. McWrtr1aMs wa). of t 
Mr. ee ae most peculiar 4 
stand that Mr. - ‘aaetn the. D nea | 
Commissioner of Taxation for Vic . 
has retired from the Service, and intend 
to set up in business as a tea 
I do not know what his salary i t 
vice was, but I presume he received 
£600 a year; and it is well kno tk 
smart young men frequently leave the Pe a 
partment to take up employment with rig Ve 
firms, their feng ; to prepare ne n- 
come tax returns. » Any em 


al aes tts that it pays big cone 
employ experts PE this particul: 


employ Gabinete pegs to. ‘pass 
through the Customs. Rae h 


over to private enterprise. — 
the Customs Department? : 
tion Rete a I invite 


Mr. RopgeErs. That is ! 
Mr. TUDOR. —I eres “a 
reply to the honorable memb 
were the censors of thé De 


twelve months after the war was c ¢ 
Twelve months ago, I asked the Tae 
able member for Gippsland (Mr. Wise), © 
who was then Assistant. Minister f 

fence, how many of the Censor’s ‘8 
‘been dismissed, sy was infor 







(mera 72 


Pathos were ti nleved for onthe 
tee ‘that. Why ‘have all these highly 
- paid officials in the Defence Department 
_ beentkept on, while men of the lower ranks 
. have been © shot”? ONG 2 

Mr. Nicnotis.—Do not forget. the em- 
7 ployees ‘of the Small Arms Factory. 


Mr. TUDOR —TI shall not, though I 
thought the honorable member had dealt 
fully with that matier. If employees of 
the Small Arms Factory are dismissed, 

_ will the Government dismiss some of the 

| ‘heads as well? ‘There have: been dis- 

RA +» missals_ in the lower ranks, but, in the 
- vernacular of the soldiers, there has not 

been so much cutting among the “ brass 
hats. ” -One newspaper in this city has 
been pegging away of late in a demand 
for. economy. 1 have never said one 
word against judicious expenditure. I 
believe, for instance, that expenditure on 
-. lighthouses, although it is extra outlay, 
is money well spent. I believe also that 
the expenditure in the erection of the 
serum laboratory at Royal Park, and the 

We appointment of Dr. Penfold to control 
that institution, is wise. Whether. the 

: serum produced at the laboratory during 

: _ the influgnza epidemic was effective or 

- not, I have no doubt that people thought 
it was, and I am sure that the honorable 
member for Cowper (Dr. Earle Page) 

_ will agree with me when I say that once 

people believe a certain treatment is effec- 

_ | tive, it will, in all Basen ey do a lot 

Wy, good. 


4 a I think that the expenditure incurred 


cane sending the Minister for Defence 
(Senator Pearce), with his wife’ and. 
ee yh family, to London, was unwise and un- 
necessary, for in my opinion, Sir John 





a - Monash could do, was doing, and probably | 


i carried out the work of repatriating our 

i soldiers, notwithstanding Senator Pearce’s 
presence in London. ‘I want honorable 
Bi “members to understand that I am speak- 
_ +Ing against the Minister only in a poli- 
tical: sense. J think that the expense 
of bringing the Daimler limousine -from 





It would have been far better if 
a! Me cer, shad been sold overseas, 

ee The Age states that in 1917-18 
ae hoe Commonwealth receipts were 
4 Wea ,000, 000, and in 1918-19 £43 ,000,000, 
Be We ile 


ise. 


the ‘expenditure — in 1917: -18 
ie was: _ £121,000,000, and in 1918- 19 
$111, 






000, 000. wit ‘honorable members 


13 Manon, 1990.) 


‘week. The decreased purchasing 


| England for his use in: Australia was un-. 


eee ae 





Supply. 





turn to the Hatimatea they will find, that 
practically nothing has been saved, and 
that the war expenditure this year is set 
down at £79,000,000 or £1,500,000 per 
week up till the 30th June. We are told, 
of course, that this is judicious ex cpendi- 
ture. I believe a great deal of the 
money could be saved. I take no exception 
to expenditure on pensions for the widows 
and children of those who lost their lives 
in the war. We have a right to see that 
they are fairly treated. The same may 
be said of repatriation expenditure, but, 
in my opinion, there should be a con- 
siderable reduction in the vote for Head-- 
quarters. 

What is the position in regard to 
our pensioners? When a. Bill to 
amend the Old-age Pensions Act was 
before Parliament last year, several 
honorable members opposite, including 
one who is now a member of the 
Ministry, joined forces with the Op- 
position in an effort to induce the Go- 
vernment to insert a clause providing 
that old-age pensioners, whose pensions 
under the Bill were increased to 15s. per 
week, should be allowed in addition to 
earn up to 153. per week. We were, how- 
ever, unsuccessful. Old-age pensioners — 
to-day are in an infinitely worse’position 
than théy were in 1909, when the pension 
was first’ instituted and fixed at 10s. per 
power 
of the sovereign means that with 15s. per, 
week to- day a pensioner is not as well off’ 
as he was in 1909, when he was allowed 
to supplement his pension of 10s, weekly 
by earnings to the extent of 10s. per week. 
Now tha® the pension has been increased 
to 15s. per week, pensioners should be 
allowed. to earn, if they can, an equal 
amount. 

Mr. Maxweti.—Hear, hear! 


Mr. TUDOR.—The¢ honorable : member 
for Fawkner, who interjects, has in 
his constituency the Royal Victorian 
Institute for the Blind. J and others 
have tried before to improve the posi- 
tion af the blind in the matter of 
pensions, and L.urge the Government now ‘ 


to do something for them. Why should 


“we deprive them ofa pension because of 


anything that they may earn? If a blind 

man begs in the streets he is not allowed 
to’enter the Royal Victorian Institute for 
the Blind, or to earn anything ‘there ie 
making brushes, bags, or mats. 





ae 
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CED: 


Mr. West. Ths position is the same 
in regard to the Sydney Institute for the 
Blind. 

‘Mr. TUDOR.—No - doubt. 

his wife and family on the 25s. per week 
that he was earning at the Victorian In- 

stitute, begged in the streets one Friday 


night, and when news of this reached the - 


authorities he was turned out of the In- 
stitute. 
beg for help every day in the week. ‘The 
blind are not a numerous section of the 
community. Some years ago there were 
about 4,000 in Australia, and I think the 
Government ought seriously to consider 
their position and treat’ them fairly. 
Then, again, old-age pensioners should be 
allowed to earn up to 15s. per week. It 
has been said by some honorable members 
opposite that the granting of a pension 
saps the manhood of the community, and 
surely they will be prepared to agree to 
my proposal that those who are able to 
earn a few ann should be permitted 
to do 80. 

Honorable anise opposite have asked 
me to supply particulars of injudicious 
expenditure on. the part of the Govern- 

+ ment. The honorable member for Mel- 
bourne (Dr. Maloney) received to-day an 
answer to a question put by, him which 
shows that there has been injudicious ex- 
penditure in connexion with Dr, Gilruth, 
who, until recently, wag Administrator -of 
the Northern Territory. 


Mr. Poynron.—The larger part of 
that expenditure was provided for by the 
Government to which the honogable mem- 
ber belonged. 


Mr. TUDOR.—I ‘was not in office 
when Dr, Gilruth, in one year,’ was 
allowed to remain in Melbourne for 207 
days. 

» ) Mr. Avenss. ae long is it since Dr. 
Galruth was appointed Administrator? 

( Mr. TUDOR.—He was appointed some 
years ago by a Government of which the 
present Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
and I were members. 
together in those days; that was before 
the right honorable gentleman had fallen 
from grace. I recognise that it 18 quite 
 posaible for any man to make a mistake. 
We can all be wise after the event, ard I 
eertainly thought that in selecting Dr. 
Galruth for the position of Administrator 


REPRESENTATIVES, ] 


A blind — 
man, finding himself unable to maintaim' 


The result is that he has now: to” 


the members of the Board of Trade are 


_ Labour, politics should be appointed 


‘been a Labour man all his life—tor 2 


We used to work -much longer period than half he, hy By a Pt 





f Kees 
the Government of the day. wR oi 


wise choice. aN ee iu 

‘Mr. Ricnarp Foster oe Aa not. oy 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable nteek 
is the personification of wisdom, ~. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—l knew a good* » * 
deal about Dr. Gilruth. in 

Mr, TUDOR,  Penhaal 50. Dr. Gil, 
ruth’s six months’ furlough in ‘England _ 
did not take place whilst I/was a member 
of the Government, and the allowance — 
of £2 2s. per day made to him while on, 
sick-leave’ furlough also represents In- © ” 
judicious expenditure, Then, again, L 
regard as injudicious the - pee ca si 
that has taken place in connexion with ~ 
the Bureau of Science and Industry, — a 
which is in existence ‘to-day, ovr * 
standing that the Parliament has not. 
voted any money for it in respect of the’ 
current financial .year. I do not know 
what duties are being discharged by the — 
Board of Trade, but I should like to know + : ‘ 
what it is doing, so as to be able to deter- 
mine whether the expenditure upon it is 
wise or otherwise. *— 

Mr. Huenrs.—The inten of that 
Board receive no payment. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Then they are ‘not | 
doing very much. 

Mr, Huenrs.—They give. theese titi 


‘and their services free of charge, and the — 


honorable méember’s remark is unworthy — 


of him. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I want to oe what 
doing. I believe them to be good men, 
and have never said a word against them.: 
T have certainly spoken, against the Com- 
mittee of Commeree and Industry, of 
which the honorable member for Gram- ie 
pians (Mr. Jowett) was a member, Ew) tye . 
took exception to it last year, because ‘ 
not one, representative of Labour was ap- f 
pointed to it. The: Government ap: ‘ 
parently had said that no supporter of 

















the Board. ‘i 
Mr. Hueues.—Dr. Gellatly, wht ¥ was 
appointed Director of thé Institute, age : 





over on your side. - 


Mr. TUDOR.—I have made no refer- _ 


ii! Siar as bea 


‘ence io the late Dr. Gellatly, whom E 
_saw for the first time when the Institute — i 


of Science and Industry Bill was befc 
this House; Iswas speaking of the Com- 
mittee of Commerce and Industry, Ghat 





Supply ye 














if gs lace in connexion ee ihe jour- 
ee by the Bureau of Science 


Oy, rise in A ah cost of paper, that pub- 
ication, no doubt, costs even more to- day. 
Such expenditure is undoubtedly in- 
_ judicious. 

Ave Le ao * not. intend to Abal with ‘bees ship- 
r muilding contracts. The contract entered 
into with the Patterson McDonald Ship- 








ai te " eonstruction of certain cargo-carrying 
uy “ships, at a cost of 5,000,000 dollars, was 
subsequently increased to 8,000, 000 dol- 
iV lars. . They should not. have received 
- for the cancellation of the contract 
4 365,000, according to the report of the 
Auditor* General. I know that sometimes 
cies is better to ‘‘ cut your losses”; but, in 
my. opinion, the building of those ships 
vas a mistake from start to finish. They 
rere not built with seasoned timber, and 
it cost more to repair some of them ‘than 
t did to construct them; in short, as the 
Auditor-General shows, it was a ‘bungle 
and a blunder from beginning to end. 
There are other subjects with which, no 
vi _ doubt, other honorable members will deal; 

























i over to the British Government of half 


ever there were transactions inte which 
A ak should be not only a iSeliy but a 






















ar te lest ‘sale is one of hehe the pur- 
€ ase of the Shaw Wireless Tnétallation 
i is another, and the mysterious resignation 
ae " ex-Senator Ready is a third. 
ay ire s ome of the matters which must be 
hi Gane eared up. for the sake of the good name 
Py i move as an amend- 


¢ 


Tie headal Peta the ‘word ‘* meat ” the following 
eee pis! ‘be inserted :—‘‘ the Government be 
censvred * for—(a)- their failure to deal with 
Eprotieoring, (b) their injudicious expenditure, 

their control . of shipping and of wheat, 
as). metals, and other products.”’ Agha! 


Tn Re the amendment, ve 





Late C f Seattle, for the. 
 bui ding Company, of Seattle, ignored the recommendations 


such as the sale of wool and the handing f Idk svaiient lak pucdmmuanl ad 


These 


PARKER. MOLONEY (Hume) 


prove whether my statement is correct or eS 


are going to deal with the misdeeds of the 
Government, is to know where to begin. 
This Government, probably, holds the re- 
cord, so far as the Commonwealth is con- 
cerned, in having appointed more Com-, 


missions than any other to inquire into 


its own misdeeds. This reminds one 
irresistibly of a man who takes out a pro- 
hibition order against himself, promising 


not to get intoxicated again ; the only dif-— 


ference is that such a man generally re- 
frains, at all events, sometimes, from get- 
ting drunk. ‘The Government, notwith- 
standing that, time after time, they ap- 
pointed Commissions, have consistently 
of those 
Commissions—have continued ‘‘on the 


drunk,”’ financially speaking. 


Probably it was a result of a finding of 
the Economies Commission that induced 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), dur- 
ing the recent election campaign, to say 
in the course of his policy speech ‘at. Ben- 
digo— 

Economy in expenditure is» as essential as 
increased production. The Government intend 
tg introduce into the Departments of the Com- 
monwealth a Board of Management. recently 
recommended by the Economies Commission. 


This, we believe, will promote economy and _ 
efficiency and a higher level of administration. » 


The Prime Minister on the hustings 
pledged himself to appoint this Board of 
but there 
is not one word in the Governor-General’s 


Speech referring ‘to such an appointment; 


indeed, the Governor-General’s Speech 
absolutely ignores the subject. Honor- 
able members in the: Government corner, 
the so-called “Country party” 


‘Mr. Prowsrt.—Why ‘“‘ so-called’? 


Mr, PARKER MOLONEY .—Because — 
the party christened itself with this fasci- 
nating name.’ The members of that party 
during the election campaign were very — 
emphatic in regard to the extravagant and . 
reckless expenditure of the Government, : 
and this motion gives them an oppor- 
tunity, not only in regard to this, bubaas 
other misdeeds of the Government in con- 
nexion with the wheat and wool transac- 





tions, of supporting their criticism and. es 
policy. I said to,the electors that I be- 
lieved—and I still believe—that the mem-. Wg 





bers of the so-called “‘ Country party sath ce 
are a mere wing of the Nationalist party, 
and this amendment enables them to — | 







not. 


| Supply 
Khyiees “The ‘* injudicious ” 
ture, as mentioned broadly in the amend? 

ment, stands as an indictment against 

the Government. For the six months 


«< 


ending 31st December, 1919, there was an already by the 


increase in/the expenditure se £3,676 ,000, 
and a deficit on the Guerin for en 
six months of £345,372. In the last six 


months they have gone to the bad by November last, just a few weeks 
over £360,000, and to that extent they the election. 


have been living beyond their income. 
' There is not a private business in the 
country the managers of which would 
think of carrying on in the same way. 

I have just said that the promise 
made by the 


‘{ 


Lies 


or sulle paper | 


Prime Minister in re- 


_ (REPRESENTATIVES) 1 s 





- gard to the appointment .of a 
Board of Management for the pub- 
lic Departments has been absolutely. 


ignored, and I suppose it is going to meet 

the fate of all the other promises of the 
Prime Minister He promised to ‘‘ shoot 

the protiteers,” and said that if the re- 
ferendum proposals were not carried he. 

» would not continue to lead the 
- ment; yet he continues to lead. I 
do not propose to dwell on these 
matters, because I know something of the 

- Prime Minister, and do not expect him to 
live up to these promises any more than he 
has lived up. to any he has ever made. 


Sydney (Mr. Ryan), the late Premier of 
Queensland, was speaking to-day\ with 
regard to profiteering, the statement was 
made in this House, 
uttered during the recent election cam- 
, paign, that he should not speak about 
profiteering or the-high cost of living, be- 
cause in the State of Queensland the cost 
of living was higher than in any other 
State in the Commonwealth. That might 
have been all right as electioneering - 
“ tactics. itive : 
Mr. Grecory.—Nothing of the. sort. 
What was said was that the bone 
_. member had equal powers to on loge 
rs ieering. 
a) ie PAR KR MOLONEY—It was 
ae said that the cost of living was. 








State of the Commonwealth. 
_ literature circulated by the party opposite 
_ during the election campaign that state- 
ment was repeated from day to day. 









‘3 representation. r 


ae PARKER MOLONEY. The. 





Govern- | 


When the honorable member for West- 


which was often 


higher in Queensland that in any other» 
In the 


‘Mr. Ryan.—And it was a is mis- 
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tN ae ie say ae 
which I have nie 
or that ‘he thinks — 
ference has been miele th 
Leades ® 
position (Mr. Tudor), b a 
a concrete and definite stater \ 
appeared in the daily newspape: 


48 
I presume that honor 
members opposite had this in their ~ Pp 
session, or knew of it, while still rey 
ing the misstatement tO. which T have 
ferred, The newspaper stateme 
plainly fia according to the latest 
pilation of finance statistics, Mr. 
the Commonwealth Statistician, 
what it now costs in the » various 
purchase what, the sovereign pure 
before the war. And it show 


clearly that the purchasing power 
sovereign was ae ine ae 2) 





Hpac y NE of the arte on “thie uae. 
the Commonwealth Statistician. — 
been made by him, it should: i 
accepted by those who continued 
peat the misstatement that the 
living was higher in Queensland 
any of the other States of the ‘ 
wealth. LAINE 
I leave this matter | of 1 soot 


x; 


ue hende oe oneahalte in thi cout 
. with wages of £4 or £3 a week . 
Are able to bring up familie 
five, or six children upon a 


in view of the intense cost 


they are only pee: 
Mr. PARKER MOLOD 7 
scarcely be said that they are liv 
do not know what better exampl ( 
be given of what is taking place 4 )- 
in this country than the simple a: 
I used at the last election, | 
have confirmed since. I und 
the besa ew Riess Be 








es Hi the mills, and haa it over to 
gt tailors in Melbourne, who have contracts 
bie for the supply of the suits. ‘The material 
does not pass through Flinders-lane, but 
goes, direct from the mill to the tailors; 
Va with the result that these blue twill suits 
i auiter being turned out to- -day in this direct 
way for. something like £4 per suit. If 
any man in this country wishes to pur- 
chase a similar suit made of the same 
material, it will cost him £10,10s. or £11 
dis. The difference in these prices repre- 
cs sents the toll which has to be paid to-day 
_ to those who belong to the class that toils 
mot, neither does it spin, but lives on the 
f ‘toil and industry of others. The lower 
- ost of these suits to the Victorian rail- 
‘way employees is accounted for by the 
fact that the material does not go through 
_. the hands of middlemen before it passes 
a te the railway servants. I do not wish 
- to enlarge upon that, but I regard’ it as 
one of the simplest. examples that can be 
given to show to what extent the people 
of this country are being fleeced by those 
_ who stand in between the producers and 
the: consumers in Australia. 


ME listened with considerable interest this 
aie tioon to the honorable member for 
_ Swan (Mr. Prowse) when he was speaking 
_ about the influx of the people from the 
country to the cities of Australia. We are 


all aware of that. In Victoria, practically - 


a pa the population of the State reside in 
the city of Melbourne. In New South 
as ales, practically half the population re- 
side in the city of Sydney. very one 

a “knows that ther reason 1s anes men are dis- 


cant ¢ 


‘ I as- 
ih “sume that ithe 
_ Swan is as well aware as I, or any other, 
sy _ member of the House, of ‘the causes, of 

_ the condition of affairs of which he com- 
plains. ‘During the last four years there 
has been a greater influx of people from 
the country: into the cities than at_any 

ANS time. hitherto: within -my recollection. 
The Goyernment who have occupied the 
Treasury bench during the past four 

_ years are more responsible for that state 
of affairs than anything else I know of. 
From figures that I have, I find that 
during the past three years ‘the area 
under wheat in Australia has declined by 
he something like 4,750,000 acres. I be: 
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bees Bis Aeehee for. 


 Heve oh the real. reason for that has 
WA 
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been the dissatisfaction that has existed 

among the wheat-growers of the country 

in regard to the manner in which wheat 

has been sold, and the incomplete and 

bad arrangements that have been made 

by the Government. 3 
Mr. Corser.—And the drought. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—And the 
drought, of course, to a certain extent: 
Mr. Corsrer.—To a large extent. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—It. has 
only been during the past two years that 
the drought has had any really great 
effect in reducing the area under cuitiva- 
tion for wheat. There are a number of 
people, and perhaps some _ honorable 
members also, who do not seem to realize 
that we have a drought in Australia to- 
day. I have only to say that I believe 
that the drought which now exists is one 
of the worst this country has ever ex- 
perienced, but “it only intensifies the dis- 
satisfaction created by the- incémplete 
and injudicious arrangements for the 
marketing of our primary produce over- 
seas, Knowing the hardships suffered by 
the primary producers, I feel so strongly 
on the subject that, had not this motion 
of censure been moved, I should have 
moved the adjournment of the House in 
order to draw attention to this matter, 
and witha view to having some inquiry 
instituted into the oversea marketing of 
our primary products. Everybody who 
takes an interest in this matter knows 
that the wheatgrowers of Australia have 
not received half the price paid to the 
farmers of Canada and Argentine. 


in prices is accounted for by the dif- 
ference; in the freight charge on wheat 
from ‘Australia, and that sent from 
North and South America. 
accept that statement, and I «shall not 
rest. until I have found out what has 
been the real cause of the disparity in 
prices. One could not have a more em- 


The: 
glib excuse offered by the Prime Minister 
and his supporters is that the difference. 


I will not: 


phatic answer to that statement than the _ 


statement of the Prime Minister in my 
electorate, during the recent campaign, 
that the freights from Australia were the 
same as those from the Argentine. As 


far back as March, 1917, he stated that. 


the freights from Australia were about 


the same as those arranged from Argen- 
tine to Europe on bahalt of the formes 
If the freights from both countries are 
"practically the same, how is it that the 



























































ee farmers of the Arnortne ee betes 
WT the. price paid to the farmers of Australia 
for their wheat. Whatever the real 
cause was, it was not the difference in- 
freight. ‘The facts in regard to the dis- 
parity in prices are so well known that 
there is no necessity for me to elaborate 
the argument, but I. desire some 
other information in regard to 
oversea sales of wheat. The farmers and 
the growers have not received their final 
payments in connexion with the Wheat 
Pool jof 1915-16. In the course of 
his policy speech at Bendigo, the 
Prime Minister said that the farmers 





vould be guaranteéd at ‘least  5s.. 
' per -bushel for their, 1920-21 crop. 
A farmer in the audience said, ‘We 
/.- are not so much concerned about 


what we are to get for future crops 
as we are about the date when we are to 
be paid for the 1916-17 crop.” We-read 
in the press that the Prime Minister had 
travelled so far that day that he was too 
tired to answer the question. The 
farmers have not received their final pay- 
ments in connexion with any of the Pools; 
thev have received only a fraction of what 
is due to them, and when we ask for an 
‘explanation we can get no information 
from the Government. Representing a 
constituency which comprises one of the 
most important wheat-growing areas in 
the Commonwealth, I have come to this 
House to endeavour to ascertain every 
scrap of information that is available in 
regard to this matter. We have an ahso- 
. lute right to know what arrangement has 
been responsible for this method of 
-* fimancing the wheat sales. <A lot of light 
was thrown on the subject by a statement 
made by the Prime Minister in my elec- 
_torate to the effect that the Government 


rad ‘perial Government, to meet some war obli-- 
gations, and they had obtained accommo- 








Australian wheat in the hands of the Jm- 
perial Government. 
Government mortgaged the wheat of this 





‘i country to the extent of £14,000,000 in” 


_ order to raise that amount. That may be 
oo) ome explanation of the fact that for a 
: number of years the farmers had not been 
able to get all that is due to them from 
we the various Wheat Pools. 


Mr. Grecory.—What year was that? 


as my memory serves, the year was 1917, 
abate ime was. not Rea to het, aren 


MAC aha hy AN 


hone raised in 


| raised, but the burden she 
the 


-year, but all the wheat then in th 


wished to raise £14,000,000 from the Im- | 


ee dation by using the credit against the 
ai y if e / ment upon their re-sales ove 


That means that. the 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—So ey 
under which the Imper rial 
claim one-half. of the 





our war obligation. 
throwing the whole b 
section of the communit: sec | 
has been particularly badly treated 
ing the last four years. I a qui 

ing that. the money one 


over the whole community, an n 
placed merely upon the should is 
primary producers. We have a ri 
know to what extent that sort. of - 
ing has been taking place, because 
lieve it largely explains why : 
growers have not been able to - 
their complete dues from Pools w ich 
three, four, and five years old. 

Mr. Grecory.—The total vallee 
wheat raised in that year did no: 
to anything like cee Bers, hee, las 
geen cre 


raised was not. ee ce ee 


stated’ that ef the primary mse 
received all that was due to th 
count of sales of wheat and ¥ 
amount would have paid more than 

Australia’s war debt. I believe 

statement was: Jerestimate. 
stated, also; that the losses su 
the producers i in connexion w 
Pool amounted to £150,000,000 
too, I believe, was an underesti ate. A 
short time ago we read in the )p t 
the profits made by the Imper 
ment on the sales of wool a 
£85 per bale. The pate ie: 


the price obtained be the Brite LG 


‘amounted, in some cases, to £8 
During one season, the. ‘profi 
Imperial Government | from 
aggregated £60,000, 000... ' 
gether apart from the other r) 
by British manufacturing firms to w 
reference was made by. the Le ler 
- Opposition. I presume, that 
bers of the so-called Country a 
desire to know all about 



















4 aK ee Halle 
i made a a re-s aie of ane Taal 
we heard no explanation of the reason 


3 contract was entered into. In- 


( nt by Sir John eiseins, the 
aad of the Central Wool Committee, 



























































biiteent: I do no} hesitate to say that 

th e are a number of wool-growers in the 
drought-stricken areas of Australia to- 
day who are suffering hardships the like 
f£ which they have never previously ex- 
erlenc ed. Honorable members know that 
“y havea right to be dissatisfied with 


unfair treatment which has been meted 


as” thee AONE A ‘Other contracts 
e been entered into and cancelled on 
ay: that they were entered into in- 
I yes ever a contract was 


fee ‘contract. 
Mr. perecres {AM OND. ‘That shows 


rom ae he Fils | stated that if 
d known as much when the contract 
nade as he did then, he would never 


knows , most 


a 


ar angement was a very acceptable 
to the wool-growers of Australia. They 
t the time that they were very 
get the price which was offered. 
ARKER MOLONEY.—I sup- 


Bom ‘ quite as many wooi- 


"amongst byte ah because. of Sy 


De es 1930 ifr 





ae a eitad) hich aur Gekah 


prices, and the more prices are lowered _ 


: Supply. 





Mr. Hzcror Lamonp. —— Because they 
are not getting enough profiteering pro- 
fits. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—the 
honorable member for Ulawarra 1s always 
talking about profiteering. and the refer- , 


endum, but I doubt if he knows much 


about the subject of which I am speaking. 
I desire to know who is responsible for 
this wool contract. I am aware that the 


Prime Minister attempted to throw a 
good deal of the blame for it upon — 


the shoulders of the Treasurer (Mr. 

Watt), though he’ afterwards with- 
drew a good deal of what he had. said. 
If the contract is not. a binding one, in 
view of the disastrous drought under 
which our producers are suffering—the 
worst drought within my recollection that 
has ever afilicted them—we ought, 
only to see that they receive half ‘the pro- 


fits upon the re-sale of their wool, but the | 


whole of them, | 

Mr. Hector Lamonn.—That statement 
does not agree with the,,remarks made 
upon the same subject by the Leader of 
the Opposition. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I am 


‘sure that the Leader of the Opposition 


will assent to every word I have said 
upon this matter. It seems impossible 
to get any information from the Central 
Wool Committee : 

Mr. Ryan.—They adopt the policy of 
keeping evérything dark. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. __Never- 
theless facts are beginning to leak out. 
I was ‘pleased to see certain questions 
upon our notice-paper to-day concerning 
the composition of the Wool Committee. 
oversea) 
bales of wool sold at auction in London, 
some 30,000 bales are issued to a certain: 





firm: in Bradford at ls. per lb. less than: 


similar, wool realizes at London auction 
sales. This throws some light upon the’ 
way the wool-growers of this country have 
been fleeced. I repeat that wool is being 
sold to .British manufacturers at 1s. per 
lb. less than it is selling for in the London 
market. I suppose that most honorable 
members have read the damaging state- _ 


‘ment made some time ago by Sir “Arthur. 


Goldfinch, the Director of Wool Supplies, 
when addressing a meeting of the Wool 
Council in London. Every word of that 
statement shows that a systematic at- 
tempt has been made to force down 
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not 


I know that for every 100,000. 
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as 


ont “worse it is Re thesd \ in ee. : 
who are waiting to share half the- profits | 


_in the re-sale of the wool. 
our clips have not been disposed of to the 
best advantage. This is one of the 
things said by Sir Arthur Goldfinch— _ 


His Department was striving to increase the 
quantity offered at the atictions; and thereby, 
probably within two or three months, reduce 
the values by 15 to 20 per cent. 


> 


T could not ask for more complete - proof 
that there has been a systematie forcing 
down of prices in connexion with Austra- 
lian wool sold overseas. Is it any won- 
der, then, that members wish to find out 
in what manner the sales in Great Bri- 
tain have been conducted? In my 
opinion, a bad bargain was made by the 
Government. I do not think that any 
one outside. the Ministry knows the cir- 
cumstances under which it was agreed to 
give hie Imperial Government one-half 
of the profits which might be made by. 
the re-sale of our wool. I do not know 
i who instigated that arrangement, and if “ 
a binding contract has not been entered 
into, I am ready to make one to put an 
_ end to it, If we remove the present 
_ Ministry, who are largely responsible for 
_ what has been done, we shall have an 
opportunity of probing these matters to 
the bottom. Members of the so-called 
Country party committed themselves in 
their husting speeches to an attempt to 
find out about these things, and the amend- 
ment provides them wah an. opportunity 
*" to do.so, and to prove whether they are, 
or are ‘not, merely a wing of the 
Nationalist party. If I were, to speak 
about all the misdeeds of this Govern- 
‘Ment, and to show how these have re- 
acted on the primary producers of the 
country, there would be no end to my 
- speech. What greater charge could be 
brought against a Ministry than that iced 
"which bee laid themselves open during 
the last Parliament by re-selling ‘at the 
end of the harvest.some 40,000 bales. of 
-. eornsacks, which they had EU. in 
India, ostensibly for the benefit of the 
primary Sea They promised to. 
sell these cornsacks to the primary pro- 
ducers at 9s. 6d. per dozen, but, mstesd 
of doing so, they sold them to Bais) 
| speculators. 


ae Mr. “Poynton. —The sacks were offered 
| to the co-operative companies. 


Me, 


] 





We know that * 
ge, Mir 


. a on bills. / 


PARKER MOLONEY.—I now i 
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ing of the necessary ae 
and therefore the corneas wer 


for support, ana Ha es 
doubt, hey vii it at the hei 





of 9s. 6d. a dozen, amie 
farmers in my electorate had to pa 
6d. a dozen for them, the su 
£300, 000 odd thus being pocketed 
men who live ‘by farming the 
and prosper by the toil ane, | 
those on the land. 


eps Ae from ae s 
droughts that it’ ian ever e} C1 
drought. that i is probably unpre¢ 

Many men who have lived on 

for years are being forced i oft i 
would be a godsend to them 
tract handing over half the p 
sales of wool to the Fite 






fact. that sineas mek are a 
ing eaters bist are mone 
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i. aed die contract is hott Nia one, 
and even the: cable messages have not 
been ratified. I will make one in this 
House to find out. who were responsible 
¥) for it, and, if possible, to have it can- 
fe ‘celled, That matter, and the arrange- 
ve ments in regard to the gales of wheat 
) -overseas,sare enough in themselves to 
- condemn this Government for the bad 
deals they have made on behalf of the 
‘primary producers. So far as { am con- 
cerned, I want nothing more to commend 

SOM di icc ‘amendment moved by the, Leader of 
the Opposition. The cotton-growers of 
Egypt received every penny for the sales 
of their cotton overseas in Great Britain. 
Ri ci ‘They were not asked to give up half of 
| © the profits to the Imperial Government, 


ys 
bas 
ey 
" 
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nor did that Government ask it in fhe 


ease of the primary producers of India. 
been Why i is it that Australia, the one country 
im which the primary producers are 
_ suffering to an unprecedented degree, has 
_ been picked out, and the producers asked 
sige ‘hand over Half of the profits on the 
werseas sales of their products? I pro- 
test against it on behalf of the people 
who are to some: extent responsible for 
_ sending me here. I will go to any 
length to help any party in this 
; House to make the Government give 
~ “the necessary information to the House 
_ and the country. Failing that, I will 
assist any other party to remove the Go- 
 -yernment from office, so that we may be 
able to probe these matters right to the 
bottom. 
Debate (on motion. by Mr. vanes) 
eh, adj ourned. 


- House adjourned at 10.29 pm. 


e 
a 

















Senate. 
Set y; 4 March, 1920. 


a. “The Be aie (Senator the Hoa 7. 
| Given) took the chair at 3 p.m., and 
_ prayers. — 


o SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 
ieee tae MILLEN ( New South Wales— 





Sea raed ‘of a motion which has been sub- 


the Benatar’ at its” rising, adjourn until 
sega next. x. aoe 





[4 Marcu, 1920.) 





Masicn. for Repatriation) {3.1]--In. 





159 


Adjournment. 

If Usachiition is carried, I shall follow it 
with another for the adjournment of the 
Senate. 

Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[3.2].—I should like to know why it is’ 
proposed that we should meet again on 
Thursday next. Tf it is likely that the 
vote of censure which is being discussed 
in another place will have been dealt with 
by Wednesday next, and we can go on 
with business in the Senate on the Thurs- 
day, well and good; but if there is’ no 


‘chance that we shall be able to go on with 


business here on Thursday next, we might 
as well adjourn now until Thursday week, 
because it will be rather hard lines to 
bring honorable senators from New South 


_ Wales and South Australia on Thursday 


next merely to learn that it will be neces- - 
sary for the Senate to adjourn again. 
Senator MILLEN (New South Wales) 
[3.3|.—The question raised by Senator 
Thomas is one which necessarily interests 
honorable senators, and one to which i. 
have given some thought. But it is not 
possible forme or for any one else to say 


that the state of, public business in an- 


other place. will be such as to afford us 
an opportunity to proceed with our work 
next week. However, on its merits, f 
should say that the motion which has been. 
tabled in another place ought to be dis- 
posed of in ample time to enable us: to 
pick up our work on Thursday next. On 
the otherhand, in view of the known pro- 
clivities of institutions established for the | 
purpose of debate, the business now under 
consideration in another place may not 
be concluded within that period. I sub- 
mit to Senator Thomas that, even though 
we should inconvenience ourselves, it 18 
better that we should be awaiting busi- 
ness than that business should be await- 


ing us. 


Sefator TxHomas.—l mes that 
it is necessary to pass a Supply Bill with- 
in a certain time. 

Senator MILLEN.—Yes. 

Senator Tnomas.—What is the latest 
date to which that may be postponed? 


| 


| Seuator MIDDEN 1 think Yat pen 


Supply already provided for will run out 


‘on the 16th or 17th of this month. The 


Senate has very rightly displayed a 


strong desire to have a reasonable oppor- as 
tunity to discuss Supply Bills, and if we 
adjourn, over next week, 


“ 





ag as possible, ws 
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that the next Supply Bill will come be- 
fore this Chamber with an intimation 
that it is wanted immediately. I desire 
to avoid that if I can. I suggest to Sena- 
tor Thomas that he should allow the mo- 
tion to go, and, if on Wednesday next I’ 
find, from what is transpiring in another | 
place, that I shall be under the necessity 
of moving a further adjournment of the 
Senate on Thursday next, I have no 
doubt that J can arrange with honorable 
senators residing in Melbourne to provide 
a quorum on that day to carry a motion 
for a further adjournment, and advise 
senators living in distant States by, wire 
of what has taken place. 
Question resolved in the’ affirmative. 


ADJOURNMENT. ° 


‘Prick oF Breap In GREAT BRITAIN AND 


in. Avusrratta—Aprran ro CIVIL 
Courts From Decisions or Courts 
Marrtat. 
Motion (by Senator Mitten) pro- 
posed— | 
That the Senate do now adjourn. 
Senator GARDINER (New South 


Wales) [3.5].—I quite appreciate the 
reasons for the proposed adjournment of 
the ‘Senate; but, as I may not come over 
from New South Wales on Thursday 
next merely for ‘the pleasure of going 
back again on the Friday, I propose to 
take this opportunity to ask one or two 
questions. I ask my first question because 
of the manner in which the Minister for 
Defence and Senator Millen. denounced 
me for saying that bread is cheaper in 
Great Britain. at the present time than 
it is in Australia. This is my question— 

Hias the Leader of the Government -had his 


attention drawn to the following statement, 
which appears in the Age of this morning:— 


GREAT BRITAIN’S FOOD. 
BREAD AT 1s. per Loar; SuGAR 18. PER LB. 


London, 28th February. 


The Government has decided to continue the 
Food Ministry for a further period of five 
years. 


The bread subsidy is to be continued, but it 
will be restricted to £50,000,000. The excess 
of the subsidy will be defray ed by raising the 
price of the 41b. loaf shortly from 93d. to. Is. ? 


-I found myself abused by Senator Millen 
and contradicted by Senator Pearce when) 
I asserted that .bread at present was 
eheaper in Britain than ‘it is here. That 


| 4 is why I desire to know from Senator 


[SENATE.] 


, place. 


based upon it the statement which een be 






A ate bie 


Millen whether his attention has 
drawn to the statement I have quoted 
Senator pe Larciz. “ae pays batt 
subsidy ? A. 
Senator > GARDINER—I ah not ce 
sire to enter into a lengthy discussion, in 
view of what is happening in another 
The point I make is that quitea 

severe attack was made upon my reputa- ca ae 
tion for veracity because yesterday I BES 
serted that bread is cheaper at the i Snags 
sent time in Great Britain bi 6 ie is. in : et, 
Australia. sisi | Byes ath: 
Senator CRAWFORD. pa sugar is” ha 
great deal dearer in Great Britain, — cereal 
Senator GARDINER.—I am vei 
clad that my honorable friends: opposite 
shift from bread to sugar. 1 suppose 
that later on they will shift from sugar 
to something else. I am glad that sugar |” 
is cheaper here than it is in Great Britain. 
The Senate will not meet for another 
week, and here we have two Ministers, 
who speak with the responsibility’ which | hy 
their office carries, who have almost given 
me the lie direct because upon t SON a oy 
mation before me I asserted that at the Re 
present time bread is cheaper in Creat!” Ee 
Britain than in Australia. I do not at- meet 
tach much reliance to the Age, but upon 
this occasion the statement I have quoted 
from the Age is one which I read in 
another pape some time ago in almost” an 
identical terms, and I was so ieee me : 
with that source of information that I 
































Ministers. flatly contradicted. As I may 
repeat my question again when the 
Senate next meets, I ask that, in the 
meantime, Senator Millen should make 
inquiries as to what the price of bread — 
is at the present time in Great Britain. 
Senator THomas.—Was it not con 
tended that the price of bread was kep 
down in Great Britain by the expendi- _ 
ture of £86,000,000 by the British Gow — 
vernment in the shape of ‘a subsidy ?4 
Senator BAknap.—And they propose’ 
spend £56,000,000 more to rio the pa 
down to Is. for the 4-Ib. loaf. he 
Senator GARDINER.—That is a m 
desirable thing for them to do. i this 
that Senator de’ Largie will remember 
a ain weeks ago in this. chamber 


Cae to keep up tics ee Bi WR b 
Australian farmers for their wheat) 
He have ee to seats bea s 





va oeed upon them ? 


 victed under circumstances 


‘) 7 rettable. 


ay 


in Britain when the 
may. appeal to a civil Court against the 





_gatlnmentry language, that it was in- 


correct, and the very next day a reput- 
able journal in. Meibourne publishes a 
_ statement showing that bread is cheaper 


: in ‘London than in Sydney at the present 


- time to the extent of at least 3d. for the 
4-lb. loaf. I think it is important that 
2 oak should be placed on record. 

Senator Mitien.—It is also important 
Mihiat the honorable senator’s varying 
opinion of the Age should be rAa on 
Poche 


‘Senator GARDINER. Loe have never 
Miesitated to express my opinion of the 
fsa So far as the press is concerned, 
I have lived politically without the sup- 
port of any branch of it. 

Senator Gururiz.—What about the 
a epicer 
Senator GARDINER.—Even without 
: the support of the Worker. 

I wish to get some information also 
‘upon another matter which may be re- 
garded as serious by the Minister for De- 


fence (Senator Pearce). I hope he will par- 


don me for bringing the matter up at 
this juncture, in view of the adjournment 


i _ proposed and the possibility that I may 


not be present when the Senate meets on 
Thursday next. I desire to ask the hon- 
 orable senator whether soldiers who have 
been convicted by a court martial in 
Great Britain have an opportunity ‘on 
returning to Australia of appealing to a 
civil Court against the military sentences 


I-assert that there are men coming 
eae to this country who have been con- 
X which, if 
heir version is to be believed, are re- 
I do not pose as an authority 
upon the subject, but I understand that 
ar ceases a soldier 













cision of a military tribunal. As T in- 


d to put the facts which have been 


supplied to me before the Minister for 


aes Defence, I shall not make a public state- 








“ment. upon them at this stage. I have 

_ information of a most heart-rending case 
of aman who won three er four different 

- distinctions, who states that he was robbed 
| of his" ‘decorations at a trial which was 
most unfair and unjust. If any man 
is in gaol as the result of sentences by 
these: military tribunals, and if there is 
an opportunity of an appeal to a civil 
Court i in order to vindicate his character, 
he should now be given the chance. In 
_ letter ue. with this Re Se 


ae Marcu, 1920.) 


. sentences. 
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counsel, a prominent K.C. of London, 
said that if the man remained in Great 
Britain he would, when the war was over, 
have the right of appeal to the civil 
Courts, and indded that he was quite pre- 
pared to take up the case. We have the — 
British precedent, and I ask the Minister 
for Defence to do something to secure 
the same rights for these men in Aus. 
tralia. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
—Minister for Defence) [38.11 ].—Deal- 


ing with the last subject first, I may say 
that the positions in England and Aus- 


tralia are not analogous, for this reason: 
The British Army was raised in England, 


and all the material witnesses to any pro- 
secution are, therefore, readily available 
in the Mother Country, which is of com- 
paratively small area. Australia, on the 
other hand, is a country of vast distances, 
and members of the Australian Imperial 


‘ Force are now: dispersed practically to the 


four corners of the earth. Some of them 
obtained their discharges in the United 
Kingdom, and some, at present, are in 
the United States of America. But we 
have adopted a practice which is, in all 
essentials, the equivalent of the British 
procedure. For minor offences we have 
a tribunal presided over ‘by a Police 
Magistrate—in Victoria, Mr. Cohen—as- 
sisted by a returned officer and another 
officer with a knowledge of military law. 
All the evidene taken at the court mar- 
tial is reviewed by this tribunal, which 
makes recommendations as to whether, mm: 
its opinion, the sentence should be wiped 
out or a remission granted. 


' Senator O’LocHim.—Does the accused 
appear before that tribunal? 


Senator PEARCE.—The papers are 
available. Whilst the accused might be 
brought before the tribunal, witnesses 
could not be produced, except at very 
great expense and considerable loss of ' 
time. In some cases the sentence would 
probably have ‘been served before the 
necessary witnesses could be obtained. 
For the more serious cases, the papers are. 
sent up to the Attorney-General’s Depart-_ 
ment, and we obtain the advice of the 
Crown Solicitor as to whether there is 
any justification for a mitigation of the 
This procedure differs from 
that in Great Britain only for the reason. 
that, owing’ to the vast distances in this 
country, it is impossible to Te- -assemble- vi 
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witnesses in order to have a_ re-trial.. 


There have already been many remiis- 
sions and mitigations of sentences as 
the result of recommendations by this tri- 
bunal. If Senator Gardiner will fur- 
nish me with particulars of the case he 
mentioned, I will see that it is placed 
' before the tribunal, if this has not al- 
ready been done. 


Senator Garprner.—Why not remit 
all sentences ? 
Senator PEARCE.—Because many 


are for criminal offences. Practically no 


soldiers are now undergoing sentence for. 


military offences. Those who are serv- 
‘ing terms of.imprisonment have been 
found euilty of criminal offences. In one 
ease I know7of a prisoner committed a 
brutal assault on a fellow soldier.’ Many 


other sentences are for robbery from 
fellow soldiers, which is a criminal 
offence. te 


Senator Garpriner.—The case I men- 
tioned is one of conspiracy, but on the 
statement of the prisoner. it looks like a 
conspiracy against him. 


Senator PEARCE.—TI shall be glad if 
the honorable senator will send particu- 
Jars of. the case to me, so that it may be 
reviewed by one or other of the tribunals. 


Senator Garpiner.—lL shall do so. 


Senator PEARCE.—I come now to the 
other question raised by Senator Gardi- 
ner as the result of my interjection dur- 
ing his remarks yesterday on the Address- 
in-Reply. | have come to the conclusion 
that ene is foolish to interject, because 
the man on his feet alwavs has the tre- 
mendous advantage that the interjector 
has no chance of an explanation. JI ad- 
mit at onee that, as my interjection 
stands in Hansard, it would appear that 
t-had no case at all when I asserted that 
bread was twice as dear in England as in 
Australia, and so I desire to make my 
position clear. As honorable senators are 
aware, 1 have recently returned from 
England, and when Senator Gardiner was 
trying to establish his case that bread 
was dearer in Australia’ than 
Britain, I felt sure I was right in my 
interjection, because I. was speaking from 


my own knowledge and as one who had 


recently been housekeeping in England. 
f said that, from my own. experience, 
* bread was twice as dear in the Mother 


Great 


Country as in Australia, but not being 


the treasurer of the family, I now find 
that I was slightly in error. 
therefore, give the facts as they have 
been reviewed by one who is the treasurer 
of the family, and honorable senators will 
see that there was sufficient justification, 
on general lines, for my interjection. 


I shall, 





When we left Avaventin in January, 1917, j 


we were paying 7d. per 4-lb. loaf, and 
when we arrived in the United Kingdom 


and set up housekeeping there we paid 


10:d., but there was a vast difference in 


qnality, the loaf in England appearing 
to be ‘about three- -quarters potatoes or 
some stodgy substance. 
in September, 


arrived in Australia, in Oeboben last, we. 
paid 9d. To-day the rate in St. Kilda, 


We left England | 
1919, at which time we 
were paying, in Golder’s Green, a suburb— 

of London, 1s. per 4-lb. loaf, ‘and when we 


where [ am residing, is 11d. per 4-Ib. loaf 


cash. 


on the week we left notification was sent 
out by our baker that the following week’s 


bread would be 15d. per 4-Ib. loaf. I am 


prepared rather to trust my wife’s house- 


keeping bills than the cable news with 


x 


I may add that it would appear — 
that our departure from England was 
well timed, as my »wife informs me that 


respect to the bread prices in England, 
and I feel sure honorable senators will 


gree that my statement as to the price 
of bread in the Mother Country, taking. 
it by and large, was not far out. 

Question resolved 1m the affirmative. 


Senate adjourned at 3.19 pm. A 


House of Representatives. 


Thursday, 4 March, 1920. 


Mr. Spraxur (Hon. W, Elliot J ahisad § 
took the "chair at’ Mie p-m., and roa 
prayers, 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, | 
leave).—I wish briefly to direct the ween 


tion of honorable members to the manner — 
in which I have been misrepresented in — 


Patt 7 , 
ie oy 
Mr. HIGGS (Capricornza) [2.31] (By : 4 







this morning’s Argus, by reading the foe Ke r a 
lowing letter which I me sent’ to Box as Me 
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iy Ht ; Pi WN Meee 

a a ue ye ne, ‘ ove 
' editor of that journal, which explains the 
position — a | 


fi © <0 THe Eprtor or THE “ ARcus.” 
i Vida Bt wiles. 
_ The following extract from this morning’s 
Argus notes on the “ Political Crisis” is very 
offensive to me:— ‘ ! 
~~ Although a full meeting of the Country 
‘party was not held yesterday, it was asserted 
by some of those who claimed to have inside 
knowledge that each one of the eleven members 
’ is pledged to support Mr. McWilliams’s amend- 
| ment. With the 25 members of the Caucus 
+ _ party and. Mr. Higgs this would give an aggre- 
gate of 37 votes against the Ministry. But ex- 
_ perienced politicians predicted last night that 
- when the division is taken several Caucus mem- 
bers will be absent. They expressed the view 
_ that the Caucus party does not want an early 
election, and. they particularly mentioned Mr. 
_ Higgs. An election now would probably mean 
» the political end of Mr. Higgs. , 
pace t re ‘ ra 
A statement which I beg leave to doubt. 

_. “His only hope is that he may have three 
__‘ years in which to justify himself in the eyes of 
aha ae constituents’ in Capricornia, and the view 
Was expressed last night that rather than vote 

| for a motion which might lead to an early 

- ™ election he would remain away when the vote 

was taken, | 

_ + “Tf Mr. Higgs stays away and all those who 

_- have been elassed as Nationalists by the Min- 

- isterial whips vote with the Ministry it will 
have a majority of one.” 

On reflection, I think you will agree that no 

man who has fought for thirty years in the 

‘interests of the poorer classes of Australia 

_ when he might have done the other thing with 

~ much more social, political, and financial ad- 

__yantage to himself, and who had the courage to 
-__—eriticise a powerful party machine, as I did, at 
the declaration of the poll at Rockhampton on 

the 2nd January last, could possibly be such a 
coward as therein suggested. And if you can 
persuade these “experienced politicians” who 


made such mean suggestions to give me their 


- mames, I shall be glad te publicly contrast my 
record with theirs, and at the same time make 
_, some appropriate remarks thereon. Kindly 

_ show the “experienced politicians ” this letter, 
and if they have a spark of manliness.in their 


vy composition they will answer my challenge. 
Meaty ape y 2 





f et Pou pine 
in aN Yours faithfully, : 
i Vor ea W. G. Higes, 
i, pees Be Member for Capricornia. 
wa at ‘ Ny 


' SUPPLY. 
SEE etre Censure AMENDMENT, 
He Debate resumed from 3rd March (ade 


i page 159), on métion by Mr. Warr— 


cay _’ That the House do now resolve itself into a 


OES iad 
ri 


_ Committee to consider the Supply to be granted 


mvs to His Majesty. I 
SN : Upon which My. Tupor had ‘moved— 









> That after the word “That” the following 


~ 


sured for (qa) their failure to deal with pro- 


[4 Manos, 1920.) 





repudiated by the people. 


words be inserted:—‘‘the Government be cen- » 
port of the overwhelming bulk of the ~~ 


SRE be Ae Ge rs Bi) (ar la) money fret ee et tai Srey | *» 
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fiteering; (06) their injudicious expenditure; 
(c) their control of shipping and of wheat, 
wool, metals, and other products.” 


Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) [2.35].—Dur- 
ing a long political experience I have 
never known a party leader to adopt the 
course proposed ~by the Leader of the 
Opposition last night. No doubt the cir- 
cumstances in which the honorable gen- 
tleman finds himself excuse much. Yes- 
terday’s proceedings suggested an utter 
lack of discipline im his party, where, if 
there is not discipline, there is nothing. 
A gentleman who, whatever may have * 
been his expectations, has certainly no 
claim to be regarded as the spokesman or 
leader of hig party, endeavoured ineftec- 
tually to signalize his election to this 
House, but as it was evident that the. 
salvo with which he had intended to 
make his presence felt had failed to ex- 
plode, his leader took this action, which, 
to say the least of it, was unusual. He has 
challenged the Government under circum- 
stances which are unique in the history of 
parhamehtary institutions. The facts. of 
the late election are well: known, both to 
those who have survived and to those who 
fell in the fight. I see on the benches oppo- 
site some who were my friends, and others 
who are there for the first time... But it is 
a scattered and scanty array, holding, as 
the Germans did during the late days of 


the war, their line very thinly, I feel 


assured” that they now realize -that it 
would have been well had they acted 
otherwise than they did. But they have 
no right to complain of the verdict of the 
people. They put their programme be- 
fore the electors, and the electors. have 
judged them and their policy. _ They can- 
not now. say, as they did after the 


, election of 1917, that they were prevented 


by ,the censorship, or by any applica- - 
tion of the War Precautions Act, from 


‘putting their case fully before the people. 


They said what they pleased. No one can 
fairly accuse them of having left anything 
unsaid. The result is, and must be, only 
too obvious to them as to all men. There 
surely never was a party that went to the 
country with such boastful assurances of — 
overwhelming victory and came back 80 
diseredited, with its policy so utterly 
Yet this 
party has now dared to refuse this 
Government, behind which is the/sup- — 
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-aet hurriedly 


their, utterances over profiteering. 
Leader of the Opposition told us of’ the 
stirring deeds he had done to Foy and 
‘Gibson, venturing so far as to brave them. 


than this hath no man. 
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people of this country, expressed in the 


‘most deliberate way, even an opportunity 


to ask for Supply. Had there been some 
extraordinary reason for doing this—had 
the Government been guilty my some act 
which called for unusual action on their 


part—we , could understand this move. 


But the honorable gentleman, having 
ample time at his disposal—for he did not 
has framed his vote of 
censure in relation to .matters that are 
many Parliaments old. 
leet night make out his ease. 

a single man on either side who can say it 
was a convincing case, | am much mis- 
taken, I listened to him with a very sym- 
pathetic ear, because, naturally by tem- 
Sa and disposition, T am against 
Governments. But I could hardly con- 
ceive myself with so bad a case as not 
to be able to make out a better one than 
did the honorable gentleman. What did 
he say ¢ His motion of censure is a tri- 
partite one. He censures the Govern- 
ment because it has failed to act effec- 
tively in regard: to profiteering, because it 
had. been guilty of extravagant expendi- 
ture, and becavise it had done something, 





although what he did not say, in, regard to 


certain pools. Let me deal with these 
charges in the order in which they are 
stated in the amendment. Both the hon- 
orable gentleman and the other mem- 
bers of the Opposition who spoke— 
and no one can say that they had not 
an opportunity from me to make out 
their case, for I never interrupted them by 
even an interjection—contrived to lash 
themselves into a’ perfect frenzy ) 


-of words, for I cannot. think that there 


was anything more than impassioned 
words upon a pattern worn threadbare in 


The 


at the convivial board. Greater courage 
And he had 
done that, mark you, not in some dis- 
tant outpost of this vast continent, but 
in his own: electorate. 
on from this heroic deed, or perhaps he 
returned to it, for his discourse, 


He gyrated 


round and about this question. of profi- 





teering, saying in effect, and, indeed, I 


M hy sins 


‘REPRESENTATIVES. | 


“think ' directly, that. oy Goren 


We heard him ° 
If there 1s» 


Then he passed 


in its, 
_ meandering, resembled nothing so much acting in those days as the mouthp: 
as the Hampton Court. maze. 
















































was the protégé of the profiteer, whilst 
the Opposition, on the other hand, ; 
the. fearless knights-errant who went ou 
at the most unearthly hours, and unde 
most disadvantageous conditions, to d 
stroy him utterly. Let us look at this 
question in the light of what was said b Sait 
the honorable member for West Sydne 
(Mr. Ryan), who now, probably, 1 is not dis- 
posed to be referred to as the “Labour 
campaign director.” Certainly if eer te x 
not be had I conducted the campaign that 
he did. The measure of the. honorable — { 
gentleman’s ability as strategist and leader’ 
may be fairly gathered from the position 
he oceupies to-day. ‘Those whom he led 
have condemned him. ‘That he ‘was not - 
condemned more effectively is- because — ‘a 
there remain so few on his side to con- 
demn. He said yesterday, as he had said ~ 
many times before, that the Government — 
has ample power to "deal with profiteering; v 
but for the first time he disclosed his rea-~ 
sons, and we know upon what shifting — 
sands he has built up his shining edifice: — 
He says the Government has ample power 
to deal with profiteering under the Trade 
and Commerce paragraphs of section en 
and he referred particularly, - I think, 
to paragraphs II., V., and XT. shall. 
not weary the House by rest tos 
them. Honorable members may ee 
them at their leisure. | They will fin 
but cold comfort in such a reference, 
and. certain, and, I think, convineing, 
proof that, ‘whatever else the honotable 
gentleman tale we: he certainly knows no- 
thing whatever about constitutional law. 
_ Not only does he not understand constitu- 
tional law, for which he may be re 





Sore Foon malny years to an 
ment of the Constitution, and the bee yA 
it gave for desiring that amendment w 
that the Federal Parliament had no powe 
to deal with’ prices, trusts, combine 
corporations, and industrial matter: 
I-am now going to show, by very br 
reference to debates which took p 
during 1911-12 and 1915, that the 3 
reasons which were then given by m 


and, “only too frequently, as the) 
mouth piece, of that party upon this m: 
ter—were that we ade no es te me 








Upon: page 5628 of the 
ee Hansard (covering the 
12th - November-5th December, 
I made specific reference to this 
oe MALLS i) Was dealing with corporations, 
os in the discussion of aa Bill for an Act. 
aN io amend the Constitution ” specifically 
| in respect to corporations. The measure 
- was designed in order to give us power 
i over corporations. 1 said 


I am not contending for one moment that 
i the: high prices now existing are caused wholly 

by the Trust. We are not now discussing the 
eauses of high prices at all, but the fact that 
< ~ the prices are fixed, not by competition, but by 
bales persons who bontral: industry, and that the 
*s  @onsumer has to pay what the Trust or the 
Combine declares. “Whether prices are high 

or low does not affect ‘that question. 
in any case, we have no means of dealing with 
. high prices at all. 





es any dorerable: Wesabe is curious he 

will note, by reference to the Hansard 
record, that when any member upon the 
abour side spoke he supported the Bill. 
it, for the most part, as I have just in- 
sated, I was the sole speaker. I put the 
1atter for the whole party and the whole 
Wwe party ‘supported me, for évery member 
contended and knew that we had no power 
over: matters vital to the interests of the 
ees The honorable member for West 
eo ‘Sydney (Mr. Ryan) spoke of what we 
ot an do in regard to prices. He says 
we have ample- power under the Con- 



































again to these debates. On page 5612 of 
. ae same Hansard volume I stated that as 
we had no power over corporations—not 

my of them, excepting to the very brief 
a} xtent set out by the High Court—we 
: therefore had no control, and could have 
mitro] over profiteering. On page 
5611, and that following, I pointed out 
| - certai ain further facts. These bear upon 
ee _the honorable member’s statement, which, 
ile | given in good ‘faith, no doubt 
s tamp hhim-as one whose ignorance of the 
Feder eral Constitution is monumental: The 
aos member for West Sydney (Mr. 
ws | Ryan) gays we have power under the 
by ‘paragraph of section 51, dealing 
a with statistics, to secure a Borers showing 
5 “profits made by various companies. 
ere is evidence upon that; and—as a 
and a very good one, too, in 
















—-probably more—invested in 


But, . 


Over 


oe han Was Site to es 
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Constitution—he, I think, will admit that 
it is vital to his case. It was impossible, I 
pointed out, to obtain even a list of com- 
panies; and the information which I 
managed to obtain was very meagre. I, 
showed, however, that there was not less 
than £300, 000 000 of capital invested in 
publhe companies in Australia in 1911]. 

Assuming ‘this estimate to be correct, | 
Hee dere Pa hoy Bane thea! sige -day ae 
there cannot be less than £450,000,000 ~ 

public 

companies in the Commonwealth. [ 
speak, of course, at large; but seeing 
that there was a sum of £300,000,000 ins 
vested before 1912, there cannot be less 
than £400,000,000, at any rate, now in- 
vested. And over this wide field this 
Parliament has no power at all. Even 
in connexion with those companies which 
are listed on ,“’Change,” whose shares 
are daily quoted in the press, there was 
in 1912 a paid-up capital of £41,291,000. 
those companies’ we had, and 
have, no control. In regard to manu- 
factures the position is not very different. 
The honorable member for West Sydney 
(Mr. Ryan) holds that, under the 
powers within the Constitution we 
could make these people give infor- 
mation. Here is something which may 


- interest: him. I remarked, on 19th No- 


vember, 1912— 


When my colleague, the Minister for Trade 
and Customs, sent out circulars to the various 
manufacturers of Australia, who were urging 
an amendment.of the Tariff, asking them for 
confidential information, I do not ‘think that 
5 per cent. of them gave the particulars re- 
quired, They say, “ We will not give informa- 
tion.” 


And there was no power to compel them 
to do so. Further, when I proceeded 


against the Colonial Sugar Refining Com- 


pany, aud appointed a Royal Commission 
to endeavour to obtain from that company 
certain information, it declined to answer 
relevant and vital questions; and, in its” 
refusal, the company was upheld by the 
High» Court. It is necessary to empha- 


size this fact in connexion with the powers 


of the Parliament over profiteering, and — 
over matter relevant to it. I need hardly 

remind honorable members that our autho-— 
rity is wholly derived from and rests upon 
a Statute. Whatever we have comes — 
from that Statute; and, further, in the 


interpretation of that Statute the 1 eee a 








“Supply. 


of the High Court is final. F. rom. that) 

it follows that those powers which the 
Hight Court says we have, we have; and 
we have no more than those powers. 

I turn again to the debates during 1915. 
~ The Official Labour party, which had Be 
then the benefit of the constitutional lore 
of the honorable member for West Syd- 

ney (Mr. Ryan), and had not had experi- 
ence of him as ‘a campaign leader, was_ 
anxious, as it had been for many 
years, to amend the Constitution. This 
was during the war. 1 want ,honorable— 
members, and even more particularly the 
people of this country, to follow this argu- 
ment, because it shows the hollowness. and 
hypocrisy of these gentlemen in their, 
‘railing against the profiteers. In 1915 
then, during the height of the war, when” 
the War Precautions Act was in full 
operation, and prices were rising rapidly, 
the Official Labour party was most 
strongly of opinion that it had no power 
to deal with prices under the Constitu- 
‘tion, and that, therefore, it was essential 
to ainend the Constitution without delay. 
I shall show this House that when they 
had the power which the honorable mem- 
ber for West Sydney says we have under 
the Constitution, to say nothing of that 
under the War Precautions ‘Act, they did 
nothing. And they held to their opinion, 
despite the power to deal with profiteer- 
ing under the .War. Precautions Act 
which many honorable, members declare 
we have. If we have this latter power, - 
they had it im on in 1915, im 1916. 
- What did they do? I shall show you. 


“fi 


a _ Mr. Anstry.—They did nothing; ; never 
meant to. O, 
(>. Mr. HUGHES.—I. invite the Hono 


able member to go and deliver another 
lecture about the world going to chaos; 
and I invite him to put himself well at_ 
the forefront, for a better leader to chaos 
never existed. Now, in 1915 I said, quot- 
ing from page 4944 of the Hansard 
volume covering the debates from 26th 
| May to 21st July— 


‘J have said-that the High Court is ae inter: i 
preter. of the Constitution. When, therefore, 
we are asked what our powers are, we haye 
not only to look at the Constitution as it 
stands, but to look at it in the light of the 
rules of. interpretation which the High Court 
has’ laid down, and in the light of the decisions — 
which the Court has made in accordance with 
those rules. If, then, we are asked what the — 
ian of. the, Commonwealth Pariameay (ares i. 
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unassailable, 


a long series of years in unsuccessfi 


be. 


lamentable thing to find a gr 


Eapons is clear by the action of 
| 910. 






































‘we have i say age they ar 
in the Constitution as inter 
Court. Beyond that we cannot | 
Court is vc final arbiter of 0 


I have shown that the H 
ake we have no power ove: 
bines, or Corporations, no por 
_with industrial matters, and 1 
“touch prices. That decisio | 

and because the 
party accepted ib as such it” 
amendment of the Constitutio A 
my friend says, then, that this Pa 
ment has ample power, under the Co re 
tution—I speak not now of the W : 
cautions Act—to deal with profits, 
Combines, and Corporations, — 
condemned by the party to whi 
belongs, who proved by. their action 


endeavours to amend the Constitutior 
that, in their opinion; the~ Comm 
“wealth Parliament has not the power 
_deal with these mighty forces tha: sha 
the destinies of the great mass of 1 
kind. The workers owe a grea at 
their present troubles to the hon 
member for West Sydney, for despi 
plain. evidence of the ldmentable po 
in which the Commonwealth finds 
and in face of the plain declarati i 
the plank of the fighting platform if 
Labour party that it is essential to ai 
the Constitution in order to dea 
igh prices, Trusts, and Combin Ss 
advised the people to. vote agains 
referenda. In the circumstances h 
now complain of the posi 
this Parliament finds itself! 
which ought to, and must, ‘be ) 
_ by every thinking man in the commun! n: 
no matter what his political opinions 
Honorable members who fo. 
the advice of the honorable mm 
West Sydney may seek to excuse 
selves—I speak not at all of thos 
whatever references they may ha 
to me, voted for the referen 
urged the people to vote ‘on 
of those who, followed the ‘ads 
honorable member for W 
Surely it must. be admitted 


~ment confronted, as every. “hono rabl 
ber on both ado admits, with. x 0 
cult problems, but denied: the p 
deal with then. That. it 


alta perty since. 191 





4 by » shes hoitoets to amend the Constitution 


: ; He 1915, during the war. / 
Ais Now { come to profiteering itself. 
‘This is \the towr de force of, my 


. i ‘sit down I s 


4 
” . 


i 


i 


friend _op hosite, who dipped the bucket 
of his memory into the depths of the 
abyss and hrought out various things in 
the Auditor:General’s report. Before I 
Hall give him enough Auditor- 
General, but\for the moment I leave it 
on one side. \ His talk was simply the 
tinkling of cyinbals and the beating of 
drums, mere empty sound signifying 
nothing, but T\shall answer him because 
sound and fury sometimes, if unanswered, 
 ¢aptivate the unthinking. 
. The honorable member asked what the 
Government have done in regard to pro- 
fiteering.' We have done a great deal, 
but before I show what we have done I 
‘wish to put a question to my friend, the 
leader of the Opposition (Mr: Tudor), 
~ -beeause for two years and ‘four months 
he was my, colleague, and by a 
singular | dispensation of Providence 
was placed in control of that very 
_ Department whose function it-is to deal 
with prices and profiteering. © At that 
time the powers of the Commonwealth ’ 


- were as the powers of the Commonwealth 


are now; that is’ to say, -whatever power 
_it has under the Constitution ‘o- -day it, 
“had then, and whatever power it has” 
under the War Precautions Act now it 
“had then. But if I ask the honorable 
member .what did he do when he was 
ae what will his answer be? He 
did little or nothing, and he found excel- 
lent reasons for doing nothing. The hon- 
 orable member for Bourke (Mr...Anstey) 
is smiling, but it has to be said of him 
that he was always of the opinion that 
_ something should and could be done. I 
am, deiling with the Leader of his party . 
"now. Although my honorable friend was 
ae Minister who had been placed by his 
party in a position where he was expected 
by the people to safeguard their interests, 
he did nothing. He says now that 
he. had the power to safeguard 
their interests. He contends now 
- that he could have prevented them 
from being exploited. Why, then, 
did» he not do so? Last night he 
tere our hearts by his ° pathetic 


2 story: ‘as .the fireman who had to wash 





. himself in the alley-way or in some more. 
secluded spot, and he attempted to har- 
Ha _ Tow our tender souls: with the Rien 


ae Nbanew: 1920) 


‘the alley-way © or 
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though apocryphal stories of the poverty 
of the masses. I have fought the battles 
of the people all my life. 
as poor in 1914, 1915, and 1916? Did 
not the fireman have to wash himself in 
lavatory then? Of 
course he did. 
this side of the House so soft and balmy 
as to have lulled the passionate desire of 


the honorable member to help his down- 


trodden brother into lethargic indiffer- 
ence? For it 4s certain that when he 
could—aecording to his present state- 
ment—have. helped them, he did not do 
so. _ Whatever the reason was for the 
honorable member’s inaction, the honor- 
able member did nothing from 1914 to 
1916! 

He says that the get of living has 
gone up by leaps and bounds, yet we do 
nothing. But it went up by leaps and 
bounds in 1914, 1915, and 1916. What 
did he do? Why did he not act? ‘Was 
it not that he found that with every de- 
sire to do something he found himself, 


owing to the limited powers of the Con- 


stitution, powerless+ He says that we 
ought to have regulated prices. 
told us in so many words that as soon as 
the National Govenrment was formed by 
an amaleamation of those who were for 
putting the war first, there was some in- 
famous bargain made by -which prices 
were no longer regulated, and. the peo- 
ple were exploited. The facts are that 
during the greater part of the honorable 
member’s régime the prices of only 
four commodities were regulated—bread, 
flour, bran, and pollard; 
ducts, as regards three of them, of wheat. 
On the 20th July. 1916, the Prices 
Adjustment Regulations were superseded 


by the Prices Regulations’ which came. 


into force mainly after the honorable 


member left office, and under those 
Prices’ Regulations the prices of 
eighty-eight articles were regulated, 
and the regulation of those eighty-— 


eight articles continued until the Armis- 
Renee is, untal the war was over, 


when, I think by general consent, at any . 


rate, ‘after a very strong expression of 
opinion, the War Precautions Act was 
relaxed in regard to most of these com- 
modities. Two of these; however, are 
still regulated. From the time the first 
Hughes Government was formed wntil 


_the Armistice the prices of eighty-eight 


articles were regulated, whereas while the 
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Were they not - 


‘But was the climate on 


He. 


subsidiary pro- ° 
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m | easeuble: arbor! was” ‘Minister eae uF deat anne ih benign 
“my Government and under the Fisher Ryan regume in Queens 
Government the prices of four articles trous consequences that 
were regulated. That is my answer to so frequently and effecti 
the Leader of the Opposition. — campaign by misguided 
It may be said that prices did not in- side of the House, were 
crease materially in the early part of the tions, and that, as a matter 
war period. That, unfortunately, is not one in Queensland had dos 
in accordance w ith facts. From the end The facts are, however, tha 
of 1914 to the end of 1916—that is to say, the cost of living from th 
during the régime of my honorable friend to the end of 1919 incre 
as Minister for Trade and Customs—the tent of 8s. per £1, whereai 
prices of food and groceries in Melbourne jit rose to the eee of 
increased to the extent of 7s. 5d. per £1, ner £1, Melbourne — Bs. 9 = 
while from 1916 to 1919, while the aftaite’ Ree aa and Perth 38, : 8d . 
of the Commonwealth were controlled by 
Governments of which I have been Leader, 
they increased to the extent of only “ | 
9d. per £1. When prices went up to the 
rer OF) 1S:), Did ee £1, my honorable a ee ay or pg 0 
. friend, the tireless worker on behalf of-the ai 2 a ‘Baae e member 
downtrodden masses, was silent and n- ydney (Mr. Ryan). It was 


active. When the waves of adversity or ¢ir- 


cumstances washed him from his firm hold Sts 4 It a due ie, to be : 
on the rock’of office, he became once more. Providence has made Queens and a rl 
| and fertile land. It is easier to liv 


the tireless advocate of the downtrodden » : 
multitude. He asks of us, ‘‘ What have. than in any other State, I suppo 
you done?” My. answer is that when he he the earth gives forth. its im 
left us we increased the governmental con abundantly. But for man, Quee 

would have been a paradise, a) 


trol over prices from four to control over — 
eighty-eight articles. When I, in turn, serpent entered into this Ede 


ask him, “ What did you do when in i repeat that, under the régim 


“fog what can he aay? What can he gouorle mentor for, Mast Sia 
say in face of these facts? 3 


In regard to the rise in house rents ‘such He tore ee goods whieh ; 
and the prices of food and groceries, the 308/077 agin rd 
as 10d. That is an effective ns 


went svergs for he period 221618 guy one who looking a OB 4 
was also 8s. 8d., so that, during the latter fairly, ha Baa Wh honorab 
period, the increase in the cost of living © 
was no greater than during the former 
period, Rhen the b dtaebley i Santee was “The Leader of ae Ouneetial Ly 
with me, and, although Minister for Trade honorable member for West Sy: 
and Customs, did nothing. At that time endeavoured to prove yesterda: 
the ranks of Tuscany were silent.’ The Government of the Commonweal 
sole exception was the honorable member Mysterious way, divested as it 
for Bourke (Mr. Anstey), who then, as Power to deal with profits, 
ever, continually pointed ‘out cheerfully puts itself between the Stat 
and optimistically the way to chaos. J action they might like to take in 
say that by his own actions from 1914-16 tion of protecting the people 
he admits that the Commonwealth had exploitation of the profiteer. 4 
no power under the Constitution to deal — able member for West Sydney, b a 

: effectively with high prices and profiteer- ‘reiteration of the same mi 

ing. If he had the power which he now hopes at length to drive hon 

says we have, why did he not act? © +=minds of the people the belief’ 

_ The Leader of the Opposition, couching the war the States had no pow 

Me a ne on behalf of his it sera ing * with Rene Nothing cal 


ae 


perfectly true, of course, that 


of living in Brisbane in 1901 
than in any other State. That, | 
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due to any act of the. Denham CG m- iS) 








ea | 
"States ‘could not do. 


Tare was no com- 
ane ‘So. great that they could not tackle 





ia it 5 
they could follow and destroy the tentacles 
ie Beau permeated the flesh of the body 
q weer: in Queensland. They could regu- 
late all prices. They could curtail all 
a ponte There was nothing that the 
* State Government of Queensland could 
not do in these matters, and there was 
nothing that they did do. The honorable 
member says that the reason he did no- 
_ thing was that the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment did nothing. What logic! What a 
‘4 _ trumpery excuse! The States all through 
have been most jealous of any interference 
on the part of the _Commonwealth 
- with’ their domain. It is per- 
_ fectly well known that in nearly 
every State except MQueensland—and 
perhaps also in Queensland—there 
_ have been Price Fixing Boards which 
acted throughout the war. There is one 
ani: New South Wales. At the present 
time there a Price Commission is sitting. 
There was, and is, nothing under the 
ee Precautions Act, nothing inherent in 
the Constitutions of the States or the Con- 
stitution of the Commonwealth to prevent 
ane States dealing with prices during the 
o war. So much is undeniable. Thus all 
"the wailing against profiteering indulged 
in by the honorable member is a 
' wail long drawn out—an echo of that 
wh Lich proved so disastrous for them. 
. I come now to another point. The 
~ Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) 
~ ‘sought to show that the cost of living has 
_ increased so much as to press more heavily 
on our fellow-citizens than on the people 
pie other countries. But that is very far 
a a the trath;: 1 have shown ne fe 


















ae as during our, régume, en that. he 
did nothing to prevent it, whereas we 
| ere. done a mapa deal. Te me now re- 


an Beas | is less than: in any other belli- 
. ~ gerent country—very much less. Even now 
Hehe? cost of living here is much less than 
RCN § England, where the increase in the 
Bai. price of food, rent, clothing, fuel, and 
iy light has reached 120 per cent., and the 
: average increase in price of the main 
e ee of life 1s naa 110 Be cent. ‘to 











ay adi Manca, 1920.] 


no corporation so powerful but that ' 
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115 per cent., and the position in other 
countries is not dissimilar. High prices 
is a world-wide consequence of war. 
When the honorable gentleman was 
making out his case it ig a pity he 
did not tell his fellow-citizens that 
during his own régime, when he had the 
same power as we have, he did little or 
nothing. He sheltered himself behind 


_that firm bulwark—for it was a firm one 


_then—that he had no power until the 
Constitution was amended. The reasons 
he gave were amply sufficient for him 
until he got a seat on the Opposition side 
of this Chamber. 

I have shown quite clearly ‘that this 
Government has, by its actions in regu- 
lating the prices of  eighty-eight 
articles, been the means of prevent- 
ing their rising very much _ higher 
in this country -than they otherwise 
would. The Prices Commissioner has 
made an estimate—necessarily it can 
only be an estimate—that as a conse- 
quence of the application of the War Pre- 
cautions Act to prices, the cost of living 
during the currency of the regulations 
has aon reduced by a sum of no less than 
£4,771,000. — 

T now come to a statement also made 
by, I think, the honorable member for 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), that the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company has 
made huge profits under our régime. Ap- 
parently the deduction to be drawn from 
what he said—he did not say that that 
was so—was that the company had made 
such profits either with our connivance 
or, at any rate, with our tacit approval. 
There is no truth whatever in this. 
Here are the facts showing the position 
of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, 
so far as its Australian operations are 
oncerned. Honorable members, and the 
public, should know that this company 
is made up of two companies, one of 
which controls Australian activities and 
the other of which controls the over-sea 
activities in Fiji. The company may 
make high profits in Fiji; but I shall show 
that the profits it has made here in Aus- | 
tralia since 1915, when the Government 
took control, have been such as, to leave 
no room for criticism In that year 





an arrangement was made with ~the 
Government of Queensland and the 
company by which the Common- — 
wealth was to buy the cane. 
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- £18 per ton for the raw sugar. 


« pedple 





Pade aia, and ito Viarantens a price. eo 
Since — 
then the price has been increased to £21, 
‘and the company have been working: 


under an agreement of a fixed charge per | 
Under the agreement s 
in 1915 the refining charge was 26s.; in 


ton for refining. 


A916 it was 28s. 3d.;\ in’ 1917. 1 was 
30s, 10d.; and im 1948 it was 328. Ltd. 

The result of the four years’ operations , | 
under the agreement is a net loss to the 
company of £25,468. That is the posi- 
tion as disclosed by information suprlied 

to me by the company, and it is a com- 
plete answer to the statement of the hon- 

orable member for West: Sydney, not. 
made directly in a manly way as a charge, 

but: by innuendo, that. the Government 
had not only permitted, but encouraged, 

this great corporation to exploit the 

and make AOE. profits. 

This Government has done what lay in 

its power to prevent profiteering. 





_ Mr. Grecory.—Does the tharge im- 
elude the distribution of the sugar? 
Mr. HUGHES.—There «is ts. to be 


added for distribution. 
TI come now to the charge that the Go- 


'. verriment has permitted the coastal ship- 


1) 


‘ping companies to make huge profits at 


IT give that 
For the 


the expense of the people. 
charge an unqualified denial. 


. first time in the history of Australia there 


has been Government control over the 
shipping companies of the country, and L 


shall show to what extent that, control 


‘went. The rate of charter money is 
fixed by regulation, and the whole of the’ 
shipping since ihe control was imposed 
has hen vested in the Commonwealth. 


i This charter rate is about one-third of the 


. world’s charter rate for British vessels, 


_ which is about 35s. per ton dead weight 


- remird to the rates of freight on the’ Aus- 







per month, and less than one-fifth of the 
charter rate paid to neutral tonnage, 
which is about 50s. per ton dead weight 
per month. Recent inquiries in London 
to charter vessels for the Australian coast 
were practically resultless, only one vessel 
being offered, and that. at.32s. 6d. per ton 
dead weight, plus the extra expenses in- 
eurred on the Australian coast. With 


tralian coast,.the following is a compari- 


gon of the Australian rates with the rates 
paid out of the United Kingdom :— 


Yoal from Newcastle to Melbourne; 3. t 


iv days’ run, 9s. 6d. per ton; Cardiff to ° . 





Yate on the Antnatea conde tha: p 
_freights are insufficient, as the ‘Toss sus~ 


‘mittee in connexion with’ Inter-Sta ve 


ping, 


during the same period of £265,000, 


vessels tied up. in cone an ge ft 


as 1915 it recognised and. ace 


have ons this to a mich, great | 


























































Cardiff to Liverpool, 
17s. 6d. per ton; Newcast 
10 hi run, 188. 3d. a3 


/ 


tained by the Thter- Stale: ‘Central 


sels was for the eighteen ii di 


as I bee said, now controls Hoi 4 
is at a loss of over £301 
as a result of eighteen months’ o 
tions. As an offset there was a. 


was earned by about 2 per cent. of t 
iaieniy coastal fleet pric 


eargo on the const, voile cann ee 
overseas, and this source of reven 
longer available. It is essential, 
fore, that the present PA cre . 

materially increased. er 


Mr. McWrit1aMs. ustieen Tac ) 


ken into ec eget ¢ 


I have now dealt with ther i 
lite I have shown 
that the Labour party has r 
the last ten years that we have 
under the Constitution to 
profiteering. T have shown that 
sega aL have ee 


oy 


a if Enieys lave cad the crore ot 
tions Act to eer aes the ont 


the people. 














nd honorable members that the honor- 
don the opportunity of amending the 
| Constitution when the offer was made by 
Me representatives of the State Govern- 
ments to grant the powers necessary for 
the purpose: Yet he now censures us for 
hot doing those things which he himself 

admitted he could not do without amend- 
' ing the Constitution; and condemns us 
also for trying to get the Constitution 






af amended. I now come to another matter. 


The honorable gentleman lashed himself 
. into a fury of indignation over the Navi- 
gation Act. He told us in hoarse tones 
the tragic story of the fireman who stood 
jn the alley-way. While we are saddened 

‘at the story of this poor unhappy indi- 


are Ee 


_ yidual, exposed in all his nudity, and by 
(the thoughts of the down-trodden masses 
suffering ‘under the burden of high prices, 
--we cannot help recalling the fact that for 
two years the honorable gentleman stood 
 Gdly by without making any effort to im- 
prove their position. I am prepared to 
_ give him eredit for the fact that he was 
as much interested as I was in the intro- 
-, duction of the Navigation Bill. For 
" years we worked together on it, and with- 










te 


out exhibiting any undue egotism, | may 
say that we know more about that Act 


than most men. The Bill at last became 
Jaw, but it was not proclaimed pending 
. the Royal Assent, which was not given 














‘ 


‘owing to the outbreak of war. The hon- 
srable member was in office for two and 
a half years during the war, and was 


The Act is now proclaimed, and in a 
little while the firemen and seamen will 
have better conditions. 

‘ ae now come to the question of extrava- 
“game. The honorable member charges 
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the Government with extravagant expen- 


diture. My/two honorable friends who 


have made this charge stated they did not 
SN bject to* judicious expenditure. Why 
should they? I would be Surprised to 


~ 


4 |  ‘Jearn that they objected to any expendi- | 


 ' ture. Do they think the people of this 
- eountry are fools? Do they not remem- 
r the: manifesto signed by Mr. Frank 
udor, and, I think, by the honorable 
ember for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), 
ompared with which the efforts of De 
yugemont or the stories of the Arabian 


+ 












e- member was quite willing to aban- 


record it in their favour. 





Supply. 
Nights are as nothing? They scattered 
tens of millions with reckless hands, and 
pictured a glorious paradise into which 
all might enter. It has been shown by 
my right honorable friend the Treasurer 
(Mr. Watt) that had these gentlemen 
assumed office it would have required 


about £78,000,000 to give effect to the » 


promises they submitted to the people: 


The soldiers were to get a cash gratuity, — 


and the old-age pensioners promised con- 
ditions—by inference, if not in set terms 
—that would make them rich beyond the 
dreams of avarice. | 
have the burdens of high prices lifted 
from their shoulders, and the producers 
were to have great benefits conferred 
upon them. There was something for all, 
excepting the hated capitalist, who, ap- 
parently, was the person who had no 
vote, or, if he had one, was not likely to. 
Where all these 
millions were to come from none knew! 
And yet these are the gentlemen who 
come down now and say that they ob- 
ject to extravagance. They censure 
us becaiise they consider we have 


been extravagant. , They believe in judi- 


cious expenditure! JI would suggest 


that when honorable members opposite | 


prepare another manifesto, they should 
get the honorable member for Bourke 
(Mr. Anstey) to compile it, because he 
would do it much. better, and what is 
more, there would be nothing in it. 


Leaving the manifesto, I come now to 
the record of this censor of extravagance. 
The honorable member for West Sydney 
(Mr. Ryan) said something yesterday 
about an “‘orgy’’ of extravagance. He 
did not adorn his tale with conerete 
ulustrations, except his references to the 
building of wooden ships in America, 
with which I shall deal in a minute or 
two. 


the honorable member 1s. 


The poor were to 


He affirmed that we have been — 
guilty of an “orgy” of extravagance. 
If anybody is a judge of financial orgies, — 
I have here. 


ep dee 


the ‘report of the Auditor-General of — 


Queensland. The Auditor-General of: 
that State, poor man, is broken down 


with much journeying on a flinty road, : 
but “ there is life in the old dog yet,” and — 


his last report makes distinctly interest- 


ing reading. In the four years of office 
in Queensland of the horiorable member 
for West Sydney, the yearly expenditure 
a é 


of that State out of revenue rose fro 
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£7 ,200,000 to £9,588,000, an increase of 
I wish honorable members: 


£2 388,000. 
to mark that no war expenditure is in- 
cluded in this increase. 
tenure of office the honorable member 
spent, I think, the sum of £5,000 on 
war. Of course, I speak not at all of 
that expenditure, no doubt, incurred in 
raising the Ryan Thousand-—which, un- 
happily, he was unable to muster on 
parade. The number mustered, I fancy, 
did not exceed sixty ; at any rate not 
many appeared for the full-dress parade 
_ before General Pau in his office. I speak, 
then, not of war expenditure, but of the 
or dinary expenditure of the State. <A 
comparison with the expenditure by the 


Commonwealth may now be instituted. . 


In 1913-14, the year before the war, 
the total Commonwealth expenditure 
‘amounted to£23,160,733. Last year it was 
£45,135,876, of which £23 ,030,960 was 
due to war expenditure, increases in the 
old-age and inyalid pensions, and pay- 
ments to the States. This leaves a de- 
crease in the ordinary expenditure of the 
Commonwealth amounting to no less than 
£1,555,817, whereas the ordinary annual 
expenditure of Queensland during the 
honorable member’s term of office in- 
creased, as I have already remarked, by 
£2,388,000. When he assumed office: in 
1914- 15, the Queensland railways had a 
surplus ‘of £48,651. 
year of his Premiership, my honorable 
friend—this champion of. economical g0- 
vernment—managed, as the result of his 
/ indefatigable efforts, to get a deficit of 
£508,244. The next year, benefiting by 
his experience, and seeing many ways in 
which money could be spent, which he 
had not observed previously, he contrived 
to increase the deficit to £737,388, and 
in 1917-18 he still further increased it to 
£1,028,008. I come now to the present 
year, when the deficit was concealed 
from the public until after the Federal 
elections. Whether my figures relate to 
this year or last year I am not sure, but 
the deficit had increased to £1,421, 328. 

Mr. Grecory.—Those were the figures 
for last year. 


Mr. HUGHES.—Yes. ‘These facts 
speak for themselves. The total successive 
deficits under the Ryan administration 
amount. to £3,694,968. Every mile of 
-railway in Queensland last year produced 
a loss of £225. These are the proofs of 
- the honorable member’s ideas and practice 
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But the very first | 
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and December, 1919, by 62.6 per cen bet 
In New South Wales the increase repre: 2 
sented 51.4 per cent., in Victoria ae 
per cent., in ‘Tae ehins 48 per cent., in). 
Western Australia 38 per cent., and in ° 
South Australia 36.7 per cent, Under ie 
Mr. Ryan’s Premiership the taxation In| 
Queensland increased in four years from 
£954 000) to \L2 772) 000—an inerease of 
190 per cent. 


Mr. Wiennorr.—And the unemployed 
increased, too. i 
Mr. HUGHES. Bleed The Auditor 
General of that State says— it: 









































It is obvious, if the financial stability. of ‘asa ch 
State is to be maintained, that the gravity OL 
the present situation, and the risk in re aaa i 
to the future, call for thoughtful: reflection: VO 


We heard the honorable member’s res 
flections on the necessity for economy — 
yesterday. Hiad he imdulged im them — 
when he was in office, Queensland would — 
have been a happier and richer country — 
to-day. But, they have come too late. — 
He has turned economical only after — 
losing office, and. when he has no longer ~ 
the power to indulge in financial orgies. — 
In Queensland the taxation rose from 
£1 8s. 2d. per head in 1915 to over £5 
per head in 1920. The deficit accumu- 
lated by the Ryan Government in five 
years amounted to £835,000, whereas the 
deficit for the previous fifty- -five years 
totalled only £1,618,000. The smount 
collected from income tax in Queensland 
in 1914. was , £472,918; as” aSeamst: 
£1,677,336 when the honorable member 
for West Sydney relinquished bh Pre- 
miership of that State. 


I come now to the last ‘ena bie $e 
lating to the various Pools. ‘Yesterday 
the honorable member wanted informa- 
tion. He was consumed with a devo a 
ing thirst for knowledge. He wanted to 
aes all about the Wool Pool, all about 
the Wheat Pool, all about the Metal Poo 
and all about the purchase of ships fo 
the Commonwealth—indeed, all about ~ 4 
everything. I am not at all surprised 
at the honorable member wanting to kno1 
all about these and other things relatin, 
to the activities of ~ the Commonweal Da 
for during the election Fai 
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e wants to know all about every- 
Yet, when the people of Queens- 
and wanted information about matters 
ich they were fully entitled to know, 
iow did he treat them? Surely they had 
a right to know where they stood finan- 
‘cially. Were they told? No. Why? Be- 
cause there was a Federal election pend- 
, and. so the Budget for the State of 
sland was kept back. It was pre- 
sented immediately after the Parliament 
of that State re-assembled, subsequent to 
she Federal elections. Why was the pre- 
ation of that Budget delayed? The 
orable member for West Sydney, Mr. 
1, was the campaign director of the 
ir party, and that particular Bud- 
i ight fairly be taken as the measure 
of his capacity as a Leader. The reason 
for the delay is therefore obvious. The 
Treasurer of Queensland has told us that 
the estimated expenditure for 1919-20 
is: £10,414,000, and the estimated re; 
ie £9,321,000, leaving a. deficit of 
093,000. Consequently, the Govern- 
nt that the honorable member led for 
many years, and which has a record 
nique/in the history of Australia, where 
(a , many Governments stand convicted of 
reckless extravagance, occupies a position 
: t is unchallenged and unchallengeable. 
hing like it has ever been’ seen in 
istory of government in this country. 
; ig he, above all men in the world, 
has the temerity to stand up in his 
place and to hurl against this Ministry 
es of extravagance. He wants the 
mment of the Commonwealth car- 
on with due regard to ie ancient 
ions of honour and integrity! I 
shown the way that his own /Govern- 
observed those traditions. They 
d with the shame of their. ‘Iis- 
eds,. deficit after deficit chasing 
m like the ghosts in Macbeth. They 
st. have money, and how do they 
They repudiate a solemn. agree- 
made with the pastoral lessees of 
land, and in order to get that re- 
ation through Parliament they 
the Upper House. The repu- 

re a, NS ‘Ss 
on of an agreement is an honorable 
0 do, is it not? If they had been 
» say that ‘‘ We did this because 
great national need called for 
ht have served as an excuse. But 
as not for the sake of the people that 
dit, ut for their own. Had they 
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due regard for economy, this shameful — 
thing need not have been done. 

My honorable friend wants to know all 
about the ships. He says that the Go- 
vernment have not given the information 
to which the Auditor-General draws 
attention about the wooden ship contracts 
in America. Let me deal with the mat. 
ter briefly. It ought to be familiar to 
most honorable members, but to some it~ 
may not be. In the year 1917, in the © 
height of the submarine campaign, ship- 
ping was the very soul of our being. 
Ships were necessary in order that we - 
might live, and in order that we might 
win victory. All sorts of experiments — 
were made, and recourse was had to the 
patching up of old ships, to new methods 
of building, and to the use of new 
materials. Ships built of conerete were 
suggested, and in some places were ac-. 
tually constructed. Wooden ships were 
being built in England and in America. 
The Government of the Commonwealth, — 
failing utterly to obtain the shipping 


-hecessary for the welfare of this country 


# 


strikes and the rising cost of 






ing here and in America. 


‘to complete their contracts w 


by chartering from Britain or elsewhere, 
and the need for shipping being urgent, 
decided to go in for a policy of shipbuild- . 
It was impos- 
sible to get ships built in England, every 
yard being then taxed to its utmost, and 
America had not then come into the war. 
Orders were placed with two 
panies in America—one with the Patter- 
son MacDonald Shipbuilding Company 
for the construction of ten wooden vessels 
at. Seattle, and the other with the Sloan 
Shipyard Corporation for the construc- 
tion of four cargo motor ships, with 
Diesel engines, at Olympia. The full 
particulars, together with the contract 
prices, are set out in the Auditor-Gene- 
ral’s remarks. es uy 
Had these vessels been completed with- 
in the contract time—the first by the 30th - 
January, 1918, and all the rest within 
that year—the transaction would. have 
shown us a handsome profit; but misfor-_ 
tune dogged the heels of this business 
right through. 
America came into the war, and the Go- 
vernment immediately commandeered all 
the yards and all the material, sending — 
the price soaring sky-high. It became — 
impossible for the contractors, owing to | 
material, 
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Strike followed strike, — 


174 Supply. 
schedule time. Our Commissioner, Mr. 
Braddon, was detailed to «inquire most 
closely into the matter, and to endeavour 
to make the best arrangements possible 
for early delivery. 
matter carefully, and recommended that, 
as the law stood in America, we should 
have no good case in an attempt to force 


delivery, or to sue for breach of contract 


in the event of non-delivery. He ad- 
vised that we should pay the extra 
amount which, under the Matey award, 
was ‘being paid in every one of the 
American yards. We had, in fact, no 
option but to do this. The war, happily, 
was terminated by the Armistice in 1918. 
With the end of the war there was a glut 
of wooden vessels. The American Go- 
vernment, which had been building steel 
_wessels very rapidly, decided to sacrifice 
all its wooden ships, and did so at an 
average loss of £13 3s. 4d. per ton. 
Acting on the advice of our experts, 
we decided to cancel our contracts. 
Some of the vessels were already in 
commission, and these were sold. 
others that were nearly completed were 
sold to a client, who took the contract 
over; and, as is shown by the Auditor- 
General, we lost £326,000 over the whole 
transaction. ; 


It is easy, as my friend the Leader of 
the Opposition says, to be wise after the 


finish in 1918, or had we known that there 
were to be strikes and delay in American 
shipbuilding yards—whose_ reputation for 
fast. work had spread over the earth— 
we should have placed our contracts dif- 
ferently, or abstained from placing them 
at all. But, looking back at things as 
they were, I say that if T had to meet the 
same circumstances again, I would do the 
same thing. At the time, vessels could 
not have been bought too dearly, and had 
we obtained these ships, they would have 
paid splendidly: The proof of that is 
the fact that the first of the two vessels 
actually completed earned £45,805 in less 
than two months. She was launched be- 
fore the war ended. Had all those vessels 
been“ launched-before the war’ ended, or 
rad the war gone on, they would have 
paid for themselves very handsomely. 

I come now to the contract for the con- 
struction of wooden vessels in Australia. 
These were made with Messrs. Kidman 
and Mayoh; Messrs. Hughes, Martin, and 

Mr. H ughes. 


[REPRESENTATIVES. ] 
Boat Company, for sixteen vessels alto- 


He went into the 


‘compete with steel vessels. 


The. 


event. Had we known that the war would’ /08* of half a million. 


tosay against these Pools at the time ‘of. 


-ments in regard to” wool, 
_ have’ been “pia had he been ba 







Washington; and Poy, Wallace Péiee ‘i 
gether.- Two of these only were com- 
pleted, and we cancelled the rest, being _ 
advised that the first loss was’ nid ec oe) 
as these vessels were totally ‘unfitted to 
~The total 
amount of ‘compensation paid to Messrs. 


Kidman and Mayoh was £52,000; 
to Messrs. Hughes, Martin, Een t a 
Washington, £72,500; and to the 


Wallace Power Boat Company, £56,128, 
a gross total ‘of £180,000. This loss, to- , i La 
gether with the loss on the American” “ 
ships, came to cue This, then,js 9° 
the position in detail. I sa¥ emphatic- ibe 
ally that the contract with the American 
companies’ was most carefully drawn, 
The Auditor-General says that there re ee 
was misapprehension on the part of 
the contractors. That cannot be held to 
be a ground for eriticising us, who 
properly protected the Commonwealth’s 3 
interests. Jt is not suggested that there ue 
was any misapprehension on our part, 
We made concessions because we were 
advised ‘by our experts that we could not it 
recover against the contractor in a-OCourt — Me 
of law, the American Courts. having i 
allowed substantial increases to all 
American contractors after the Macey — 
award. We have been censured because _ 
in these new contracts we made a Fe i . 

‘I have shown that 
this was unavoidable, that the poithegte: Kt 
was fully justified, and that the cireum- 
stances that led to the loss could not 
have been foreseen. And it is, only fair ~ 
to mention, as a set-off against the loss 
of this £506, 628, that the profits of the _ 
“ Austral ” line up to 30th June came sa 

























ing to .£2,783 473, or, in all, & total 
profit of £6 303 793, I ask any | fair 
minded aeinose man to See a: better 
return. . 

The Government have edn sae 
for the Pools that were organized to meet. 
the conditions created by the war. Hon- 
orable gentlemen opposite had not a word 


their establishment. Nor. did the honor- 
able member give one reason for condemn: 
ing their operations. The honorable 
member for Hume (Mr, Parker Moloney’ 
has said something about the arrange- 
but it wo 


an ‘ 


h- 2 lin 
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@ Des 
a: tes have been imposed upon certain per- 


ny wot ‘the Committee. 


_ ignorance of the facts. The wool con- 
aN was a very good one.’ It was decided 


: at a meeting of representatives of the 


pastoral industry called by me, and held 
Piast the Cabinet room, some time in De- 


‘ esa 1916, that a firm, offer of the. 


- whole of the Australian clip, crossbred 


oe aid merino, should be made to the Im- 


perial Government at ld. per lb. That 
was the price at which I was authorized 
‘to offer the clip, and which the wool- 
growers would have been perfectly satis- 
fied’ to get. But the price ‘I obtained 
was 154d. per lb. plus half the profit on 
' the sale of the wool. The honorable 
member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) was 

present at the meeting, and knows that 
_ what I say is correct, ‘and the files sup- 
port my statements. As to the renewal 
of the wool contract for two years, no 
doubt had we then known what we 


_ know now, the terms would have been 
different. 
_ was about to end, and that prices would 


Had we known that the war 


soar, the contract would not have’ been 
_ renewed. But we had not that know- 
eater 
as it then existed. 
Phare was then only one buyer in the 
world that could give us money for the 
~ wool before it was shipped, and no one 
‘else was in a position except that buyer 
to Ship the wool. I do not recede from 
the position I then took up. Had I then 
known as much as I know now; I would 


SS not have renewed the contract, it under 


_ the circumstances it was a very good thing 
todo. Take them by and large, all the 
rai - pooling arrangements made by the Go- 
_yernment were greatly to the advan- 
_ tage” of Australia. With the meat con- 


net, I had nothing in particular to do, 





beyond giving. effect to the instructions 
As to the metal pool, 
: say that no act of the Government dur- 
ing the war was more necessary or has 


ies 





ae more beneficial to the country. 


_ Through our-action, great and flourishing 
y industries have sprung up in thig coun- 
ry. It is true, of course, that disabili- 






‘sons, but these we are removing. The 
general policy of Pools throughout the 

- war was one which should commend itself 
to all fair-minded men. 


_ In conclusion, I say that the Govern- 


Sees ‘comes from the people dishevelled and 





ie Tt has been Laer be- 





the Cibiects as ae “duplnged. an utter | 


We had to deal with the position - 
It was most critical. 


_ment has been challenged by a party that 








fore it has been able to expound its’ 
policy, and even before it. could obtain 
Supply. 
travagance by men whose own. records 
speak for themselves. The voting-at the 
last election is our title to the confidence 
of this House. These are the Senate 
figures: There were 863,761 votes polled 
toe Nationalist candidates for the Senate, 
795,858 for Labour candidates, and 
181,052 for Farmers’ candidates, The 
polling for candidates for seats in the 
House of Representatives was: National- 
ists, 951,117; Labour, 794,535;. Farmers, 
136,972; and Independent, 26,607. The 
great majority of the people voted in 
support of the Nationalist cause. The 


‘policy of the Government was put clearly 


and in detail before the people, and it 
has received their clear and emphatic en- 
dorsement. On most questions the views 
of-.members now sitting on the corner 
benches coincide with those of the Go- 
vernment. Here and there we differ, and 
we must agree to differ where we cannot 
walk along the same path. But one thing 
is undeniably clear. The Opposition has 
been deliberately and unreservedly dis- 
credited and repudiated by the people. 
It has no right whatever to challenge the 
position -of the Government. In _ the 
name of the people, I ask that we may 
be given an opportunity to carry out our 
programme. We could take no exception 
to being censured for wrong action, and 
shall be willing at all times to listen to 


criticism, affording to every member, na ° 


matter where he sits, the fullest oppor- 
tunity to express his views; but we claim 
now gur right to give ‘effect to the 
Nationalist policy 


Mr. MAKIN (Hindmarsh) [4.10].—I 
rise, without any sense of diffidence, after 
the speech that las just been made by the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes). 
nise that his utterances this afternoon will 
be heralded with great satisfaction by the 


It has been charged with ex- ~ 


I recog- | 


profiteering interests of this country, but* _ 


‘will be received with but little ca diufaebian 


and very little comfort by the great popu- — 


lace of the Commonwealth, who are sub- 


jected to undue imposition by those con- 


trolling the commercial and _ financial 
affairs of the country. The speech which 
the right honorable gentleman has just 
delivered will not convince either the- 


members of this House or the people of — 


Australia, that the Government have not 


been wanting in their protection of the : 





the people generally. 


very effectively. No doubt they will be 


challenged by honorable members as this — 


debate proceeds. 


T should like to have a word to say with { 
respect to the powers which the Go-. 


‘vernment possess, and which the 
Prime Minister has endeayoured to 
make us believe they do not  pos- 
cess. 1 have here the work of an 
authority upon the powers of the Govern- 

ment under the Constitution of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia. The Prime 


_ Minister may endeavour to induce honor- 


able members to believe that he holds a” 


ieeonoly of knowledge of our constitu- 
tional law, but I am not prepared to con- 
cede such a claim to him. I find that Sir 
John Quick, who was at one time an 
-hénoured and esteemed member of this 
Chamber 

Mr. ae —-And a aber of the 
- Federal Convention. 

Mr. MAKIN.—Quite so; and a gentle- 
man who would probably ‘be supporting 
the present Government if he Were here 
to-day. This. esteemed 
authority has stated that— 


Under existing Commonwealth powers the 
evils of profiteering could be combated by the 
' following alternative methods:— ., 


1. Taxation. 
\ », 2. Fixation. 
ks | 3. Acquisition.. 
bPhe Prime Minister mentioned that he 
- had largely been the mouthpiece of the 
- Labour movement at the time when the 





the Constitution. He would have us be- 
heve that he represented the whole com- 
bination of intellect directing us upon 
“constitutional affairs. He went to Great 
Britain in 1916. Prior to that he had 
been endeavouring to make honorable 
members believe that under the Com- 
‘ -monwealth Constitution , 
gency measure known as the 
Precautions Act, there was no J 
which the Government then possessed 
to enable them to deal 
- fiteering. But we find that during his 
absenee in Great Britain the Cabinet then 
administering: the affairs of this country 
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Government have had that opp 
during the past three or four yea 


and learned — 
alleged to have been’ committted. ‘ 


the number of convictions secur 


- Labour party were endeavouring to alter 
amount is exclusive of costs. 


ie tata metaacu le that the Government have not. be 
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the destinies of this country 1 
It should, in the phrran 
‘pared to ‘say that the Governt 
been weighed in the balance a 


with pro-_ 


had a ease cited in the High Court of Aus- — 


Pte a was a detective © 





























































ab ged i ‘thie 
ment dealing with | ‘th 


necessary powers te to deal er 


Cen Pahould ss given an ° 
to carry out their policy. I sa 


have proved their ineptitude. The 
proved that, from the stand-poi 
ministrators, and also, shall I say, of leg 
lators. they have not the acumen ecessa 
to enable them to effectively n: tl 
interests of the great. Cons 
Australia. — a ey 
There has been a Sa ene 
fiteering during the last four. or iy 


tee that were bruh again 
ferent citizens of Australia for « 


that the total number of cases — 
under the Act was 3474. Of that 
only 217 were cases brought agains 
who had sold in excess of the ma 
price allowed for the sale of pat 
commodities. In these 217 -prosec 


only 188. The total amount of fi 
posed in those cases was £1 182 1 


cases were struck out. Dunes 
period the great capitalistic ‘instituti 
of Australia were able to aug ak 
bank balances to the 
£2'72,000,000. That is somethin 
needs explanation. | It proves. 


in their endeavour to deal-effec 
the profiteer. They deserve the 
censure of this Legislature, 












wanting. 
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self. Aen ieceaies recognise ‘that ie 
claim to bea star in this firmament, 
present moment, Rather, like a 

he may isd a flash, ‘ola nals 

















































2 the Phas are mae to pay to- 

1d the inactivity of the Govern- 
n coping with the situation. The 
“Minister this afternoon ‘quoted 
tistics. I do not know where he 
them, but from the quarterly 
ae Australian statistics issued 


Bor 1919, was 57.6 per cent. Dur- 
same ‘period, wages increased to 
ent of my, 21, 8 per cent. 


: Quote the figures re- 
Na he total cost of. vied ak ‘instead 
i a sail items. f 


he desires me to make will 
vantage to the case I am pre- 
ood and groceries are the 


ed Plea ‘the great ao une ee 
which the working classes labour 
to. the. exorbitant cost of those 
saries, I have been. through the 
of practical experience. As a 
: T have experienced the great dis- 


teering concerns in this country. mE 
ose. in my household: have. known 


to 1919, the ‘weighted average 
n pal reskly rate of wage pay- 





: , Wee in. ate Beak. 
3 er cent. in Tasmania. 


ng, °: 





, in any other ee 


the reports presented by the Inter-State. 


tions can be justified when the majority 


effects. 


t, and I cannot expect that the 


show that some other Government was” 


ase for the Commeon- 
CW tienes : 
| According to. 







The Osiiren tinea | 
employs a man to compile accurate statis- fa 
ties, and those I have quoted reveal a con- : 
dition of affairs that cannot be justified — 
by the occupants of the Treasury bench. 
If we require any further proof of the eg 
profiteerng that has been taking place | ; 
during recent years, we may find it in” 


Commission, which has been dealing Witte 4) 
the question ‘of. prices generally. In those | 
documents we find conclusive evidence of = 
the great inroads made upon the earnings | 
of the people by the financial and com- uid 
snercial concervs. It is idle for honor 
able members opposite to endeavour t> 
convince the people that existing condi+ 





cf people find themselves unable to meet 
their ordinary liabilities. Statistics show 
that 62 per cent. of the people do not - 
possess a pennypiece more than the 
wages thay earn from week to week, and 
I believe that 80 per cent. of them do not 
possess £100 in either cash or personal | 
That is a very undesirable con- 


dition of affairs. Surely we desite the © 
advantages of this great country to be 
made available to the great majority of 
the people, and especially to the workers 
who produce the wealth? They have a 
right to their fair proportion, and I am 
hoping that in the near future we will 
have a Government imbued with the sin- 
cere desire to deal effectively with this — 
problem, which must be regarded as than, 
most important question confronting US it 
to-day. As the custodians of the people’s 
welfare, it-is our duty to do something ae | 
overcome the present difficulties. The oe 
Prime Minister does not justify his posi- 
tion by pointing to alleged misdoings or 
shortcomings of any particular State Go- | 
vernment. - We must deal with ¢ircum- . 
stances as we find them, and the Prime _ 
Minister, I repeat, has not done that. 
He dealt with the position in a way that. 
suited his own personal interests and the 
interests of his Government, and the case 
presented by him pe of the Aimsiest 
character. 


Mr. PARKER AE bare —-He tri sal to 



















bad as his own. 


Mr. MAKIN. — Quite So. 
Minister enlarged upon the shortcoming 
d 


wot State Loveraments, but di not aes 




































; dictatorial 
the 


4 


Niece confronted with a most hostile ont 
position in the Legislative Councils, 


which invariably represent the vested. i in- | 


terests of the country. I can speak 


authoritatively of the position in South | 


Australia, because, although the Labour 


party administered the affairs of that 


State for a time, they had not real power 
because of the Opposition in the’ Legisla- 
tive Council. On the other inde the 
Commonwealth Government have had an 
overwhelming majority in both Houses, 


and, if they so desired, could have dealt. 


effectively with the present situation. 
Not only were they fortified by authority 
under the Constitution, but they had ad- 
ditional power under ‘war emergency 
legislation, and had supreme control over 


the whole concerns of the Commonwealth. 


They used this authority in a most 
manner recently, 
marine engineers by endeavour- 


ing to deprive them of the’ means 


- wherewith to obtain food and elothing. 


~The wives 


hit) 


trial constituencies. 
ing amongst the working classes, the men — 


the honorable thing as citizens of 
‘Commonwealth by rendering faithful ser- . 


and families of the en- 
gineers also suffered by this action, 
as they, equally with the engineers, were 
involved in the trouble. But, while the 
Government made use of this power 
under the War Precautions Act, they 
have done nothing” to deal with those. who, 


/ for the past three or four years, have. 


been making such inroads upon the. hap- 
piness and comfort of the people: And 
so I say the Government: are deserving 
of the most severe censure. JI haye a per- 
sonal knowledge of poverty that exists 


amongst many of the. workers in Hind- 


marsh division, and I have no doubt that 
similar conditions obtain in other indus- 
When I see suffer- 


and women who are endeavouring to do 


vice to the community, I feel it is time 
10 voice my protest at the ineptitude ot 


the Government in not protecting the — 
people from the profitmongering institu- 
tions of the Commonwealth. In the Mel-_ 
bourne Age this morning there appeared — 


a report of an increase in the price of 


Be boots to the extent of 50 per cent.. during 
If this continues, ; 
a do. net. know where we ba be landed Me 


and hidé the position of 


the last eight months. 


Ven yaa 


winners are int receiving 
wage to meet a tae : 


-are 2 good unionist, a good. 1a 


avainst pared to go myself.” 
g 


Witness them, 


the 


case viiah I NORE cited! is : 
~ numerous family situations , 


#4 


‘te 


réceipt of the hinder ase le 
to conserve their interests and _to I 
faithful husband and father. — I sai 
him, ‘“I suppose you ‘will bb abba 
the Eight Hours celebration: 
row ?” ah he replied, *‘ No, I wi 
able to do so.”’? I said, 


(* Yes,’ he responded, Sane t 
out doubt; but where I am 
take my wife and children I am no 
I pointed | ow 
there was nothing in "connexion with - 
Eight -Hours celebrations that sh 
hinder him from taking his f 
to. which he an 
‘“ Of course not, but the fact is ° 
am unable to provide my childre 
shoes and stockings in order to 
them. presentable enough to. 80 : 
city.”’ That father of nine chi 
suffering under a great disabilit 
to the extent ‘of his family. — 
needs population, and the best 
population consists of the babies 








































here. Batons! going in Ey any 
poney of pene ae we lids: 


is pion for Australia’s Ss pr 
zens. We should demand that 


‘Instead « i 


“iShares 


the Commonwealth. 


fovrishing production, we fin 






Penaeuends by the Glovetsina sail 
whether’ constitutionally or e 
impositions upon the people. 
is that not only do the ne 


deavour by constitution 









few, whose serva 





e rae be nccilate even to employ Feu 


- tutional methods. In Brisbane an en- 
ie paras was made by certain financial 
and commercial magnates to create a 
% state: of disorder. They sought to em- 
a ~ ploy their financial influence with this Go- 
his _vernment. to bring about an uprising 
against constitutional government in that 
. State. 
and, if necessary, I could cite the whole 
od! ithe circumstances surrounding this 
_ charge. which I definitely and emphatic- 
ally lay against the Government, namely, 
i that they are the agents, and sometimes 
the secret agents, of disorder. 
_ Mr. McDonatp.—They were respon- 
sible for the last two big strikes. 
Mr. MAKIN.—Since my introduction 
Tee Federal politics I have heard much of 
SKY, industrial unrest. What is it that 
¢' creates industrial unrest and precipitates 
_ strikes ? Do the people revolt because 
their conditions are satisfactory, comfort- 
Nabe and congenial ? 
a ve eer BELL.—Very often. 


Mr. MAKIN.—Certainly not. The 


alice responsible are those who have 


little or no sympathy with the conditions 

i of the working people. Industrial unrest 
is the responsibility of those in actual 
control of the Commonwealth—the Em- 
i) ne Federation, and such organiza- 
tions. 


i 


‘ es The Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) re- 


marked this afternoon that there was 
eee y and hollowness in the attitude 


of honorable members on this side toward ° 


i constitutional amendment. In the ranks 
Ae those opposite, who support the Prime 
Minister, are such as the Minister for 
: the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook), the honor- 
‘able member for Wakefield (Mr. Foster), 
and the honorable member for Wide Bay 
; (Mr. Corser). It is marvellous that. they 
should be found supporting the Con- 
amendments recently advo- 


ate by Mr, Hughes, and, in the cir- 


“Ne 
ma 0a IT have grave reason to 










While the Prime 
wf inister was speaking to-day 
“were. ‘those who, from the galleries, in- 
ws - dicated by subdued applause their ap- 
_ proval: of many of his statements. But 
I noted that those people obviously did 
nob belong. to the working community. 
Thos folk, who were so desirous of dis- 
Ry playing their agreement with ,the utter- 
“ances of the Prime Miioiatan, -were not 


; tage the twne who are at acl, to. live 









I have the particulars before me,: 


profiteering magnates, 
rise has taken place in the price of super- 


there 


vernment, 
‘moral claim to this continent. of ours, 


upon the minimum wage. 
bably, have they large families to keep. 
Mr. Fenton. ——They are on a maxl- 
mum wage, with a minimum family. 
Mr. MAKIN.—Yes. Since the 13th De- 
cember last, there has been a rapid rise in 


the price of commodities which are neces-' 
sarles, and the primary producer has net 


been free impositions of 


because a sharp 


from the 


phosphates. There is quite a list of 
articles which could be enumerated in 
regard to which there has been a sharp 
rise in price, such as flour, bread, milk, 
clothing, boots, bran and pollard. Yet 
there has been no effort on the part of 
the Government to endeavour to combat 
this imposition on the people; in fact, 
Ministers have allowed these increases to 
pass without comment. This afternoon 
not one word was uttered by the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) in reouke of 
those who are the agencies of profiteer- 
ing. It is surprising to me that the 
people have allowed themselves to be 
deluded by the misrepresentations of 
those who are opposed to the interests of 
the -great working community of the 
Commonwealth. 

The Government ought also to be cen- 
Sured in respect to the great 
gance displayed in their administration. 
In fact, they have indulged in an orgy 


of extravagance unparalleled in the his- 
Tt is impossible ta’ 


tory of Australia. 
imagine a more damaging indictment of 
the ineptitude cf the Ministry. I have 
no desire to see economy effected at the 
expense of progress. The Common- 
wealth should be given every opportunity 
to expand. I want to see its natural re- 
sources developed so that we may be able 
to justify our claim to determine its 
destinies. It is freely stated that there 
is danger of Eastern agegression,-and I 


believe’ that there is an understanding in. 


international affairs that -when 
country finds its 
prevent the expansion of its population 


it is entitled to look to distant lands and 


any 


claim the right to enter them for they ak 


purpose of wv vorki ng out the destiny of 
the race. 
should face us, the best way we could 


overcome them is by the people of Aus- 


tralia, through the medium of the Go- 
proving that they have a 


Neither, pro- 


eOXtravad-3 | 


territorial limitations 


If such a set of circumstances’ 
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and are justified in demanding the right 
to work out their own destinies by de- 
veloping the resources of the country, 
-and by inviting to our shores desirable 
immigrants from among our own kith 
and kin. If we allow ourselves to drift 
into that very undesirable position of 
bankruptcy to which, apparently, we are 
fast drifting, we can put forward no 
moral claim to the right to further work 
out our own destinies. It is our duty 
to prove ourselves as good Australians, 
but far too often have the interests of 
this country been subordinated to those 
of outside commercial and financial im- 
stitutions. This is a fact to which the 
attention of the primary producer should 
be drawn. (It is little satisfaction to him 
to know that the American and Canadian 
wheat-growers were paid 9s. 2d. per 
bushel for their wheat, while he was com- 
pelled to accept 4s. 9d., and probably 
“Tess, for his wheat. With a Government 
in power prepared to act judiciously in 
the matter of expenditure, and to see 
that public moneys are expended in order 
to give a just return to the Treasury and 
keep the country solvent, we shall be on 
the high road of progress; but we cannct 
expect the present Government to do this. 
The total public debt of the Common- 
wealth is £718,323,726. The population 
at the end of last year was 5,140,000. 
The debt per head of the population is 
£139 15s, as against £66 3s. 9d. in 1913; 


and the taxation per head is £8 18s. to- - 


day, as against £4 13s. 9d: im 1913. 
From 1913 to 1919 the liabilities of the 


people of the Commonwealth have 
doubled. Last year the expenditure ex- 
eeeded the revenue. by £67,079,405. 


While we allow this condition of affairs 
not only to prevail, but to be even further 
accentuated, we must expect additional 
difficulties leading inevitably to still 
greater confusion. 


The Defence proposals of the Goran 
ment are of a very elaborate character. 
In the Estimates for the current financial 
year we have provision for a total expen- 
diture of _£77,233,625 in respect of war 
services. And this notwithstanding that 
Peace has been proclaimed. 


war ~eriod. ‘The people of Australia 
cannot afford to allow to go unchallenged 
a Government that is prepared to go on 
building up a great unproductive debt 


and by ineur further liabilities: which must . 


. Makin. 
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quunity are called upon to shoulder the 7 | 


‘Defence expenditure. 


This is the. 
proposed expenditure in respect of a non-' 








throw additional taxation upon th 
ing community. Whilst it may 
claimed by some that the greater part 
of the burden of taxation has to be borne — 
by the primary producer, I hold that — 
directly and indirectly the working com- ha 


ereater part of it. mae 
I understand that, included’ sins the oa), 
Estimates for the Garnege financial year, cn. 
is a proposed expenditure of £6,000,000 
tm respect of war pensions. - ‘Against — eae 
that expenditure Mi have not a word to 
say. My desire is that those who have on 
rendered service to the country shall re 
ceive their just due. When the Wiatlnie a 
Gratuity: Bill is presented to the House 
it will receive my support, and I shall 
endeavour to secure proper recognition of 
the services of a number whose claims  — 
may not be recognised by the Government. — 
I do not know whether they intend to bring . 
within’ the sedpe of that measure the 
nurses, and also the munition workers, — 
who went to the other side of the world, — 
but if they do not, I shall endeavour to 
extend its application to them. While 1 
approve of the war gratuity, I feel that 
there can be no justification for building Mi 
up a great unproductive debt by way of — 
We can best de- 
fend Australia by morally justifying our — 
claim to it, and by encouraging to” this | 
country the most desirable class of 
population. i 
Mr, Poywron.—The Germans, had 
they won, would have thought a. ‘lot fof, 





4 > 
Lae 
aa ah 


an attempt on our part “ to morally. 














justify our claim to Australia.” 3 
Mr. MAKIN:—I am not conhenieae 
with what the Germans “ might have 
thought,” nor with the opinions” of my 
honorable friend. My toncern is as to 
the views of the people. I certainly d 
not believe that they approve of the atti- 
tude .f the Government and of its im- 
difference respecting the high ‘cost 
living. ° ‘ 
Mr. Kurny—What is the opinion - 
Mr. Tupor.—The honorable mem: 
for Ballarat (Mr. Kerby) ‘was only. 
turned by one vote. Nah 
An Hownorsaste MEMBER. And un 
the wings of sectarianism. % 
Mr, MAKIN.—1 shall have somethi 
to say as to sectarianism, since I am, 
haps, in a better position to deal | WwW 
that question than are inhale: other hon 
able members, oY 






t to "be gta Niseaed et 
advocate ‘of va interests of the 


gre at DP atieatvics, of life shall receive 
the hands of the Government that 
ance and sympathetic foes, ake 

e 
a by historians that the rich, in the 
stages of national progress, are con- 
cae getting richer and the poor 
. That: ds true of every sige The 


@ operation of such a pernicious 
-and philosophers have told us 
Lé e greatest benefactors of the people 
are those who can devise means to prevent 


a in as: 


anos — These latter-day 


ae ha eet which I ee 
. Porynton.—I was fighting for the 
er om the honorable member was 


Bd to. he able to: say that Hi inthe 
a by the front door. TI shall go 
back to the people by the:same way. No 
jon ¢ i ca be taken to the political 
‘ yor election tactics of which 


n to ibe: connected. with a religious 
Riot there, I had to combat sectari- 
_a somewhat BAT ee gt form. 


truth Tne the statement. 


rarans Mala ane wae 
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Mr. MAKIN.—Even in the ee ly fru 
tuency of Hindmarsh, where it is my duty © 
to conduct many services on behalf of the 
church to which I belong, I found that © 


/persons who were opposed to me were so- 


insidious, and yet so daring, in their : 
methods as to say, “ Makin is a Roman 
Catholic, and you must be careful of him. 
We know he is a Roman Catholic, because 
he has a sister in a convent.” Te 1s! nog! 
my good fortune to have a sister, but for 
the period of the election campaign I was 
given the privilege by my opponents. — 
Such are the tacties resorted to by those Mi 
who are opposed to Labour, ee 
Mr. Listzr.—They have: not a mono-. 
poly of such tactics! | 
Mr. MAKIN.—Would the honorable 
member accuse the Country Pavey DE: 
tactics of the kind? i 
Mr. Lisrer.—I had to meet the same 
kind of misrepresentation as the honer- 


able member had. 


Mr. MAKIN.—Then I am sure that 
misrepresentation was not on the part of 
members of the Australian Labour party, 
who concede to every one full right to 
worship in what religious belief he de- 
sires. The Labour party has no desire to » 
place an embargo on any citizens of the | 
Commonwealth, or deprive them of the 
full advantages of citizenship, because of 
any religious belief they may have. I 
was a Protestant who was fighting an 
opponent, also, I believe, of a Protestant 
denomination, and yet the assertion was 
made that I belonged to the Roman 
Catholic communion; although, of course, 
the logic of circumstances was against the 
On the other 
hand, the honorable member for Angas 
(Mr. Gabb), whose opponent was Mr. 
Glynn, the ex-member, a.member of the. 
Roman Catholic denomination, was de- 
clared to be controlled by the Orange | in- 
stitution. he 

Mr. Parker Mononry.—Our oppennns ut 
“want it both ways,” | 

Mr. MAKIN. —They catch us 
coming and going. Nao 

Mr. Lister.—I found that io was He ate 
lieved to be an Orangeman in one house 


| both 





-~ and a Roman Catholic in the next! — ase 


Mr. MAKIN.—The honorable mem- « 
ber’s experience is not of an isolated — 
character, because every member on this — ue 
side of the House had to oe with the 
Nes es 
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men in this country appeal to the pre- 
judices and passions of the people, they 
do not display becoming evidences of 
statesmanship, and it is little credit to the 
people to allow themselves to be so in- 
fluenced and misdirected in matters which 
have little or no concern or significance 
in the discussion of public affairs. 

I have been a member of the Inter- 
State . executive of the Australian 
Labour party, and I am a member 
of the’ State executive. I. have 
attended Inter-State eonferences and 
taken part in many of their deliberations; 
but never on. one occasion have I seen 
the semblance of undue influence exer- 
cised in matters concerning the movement. 
Any person, man or woman, who makes 
the assertion that the Labour party, or 
any member of it, is controlled by a cer- 
tain religious rganization, makes an 
assertion that is grossly untrue. 

Mr. Burcurtyt.—That is a very sweep- 
ing statement. 

Mr, MAKIN.—It is, but it. is quite 
eorrect,’ 

Mr. Burcusery.—Did you see those re- 
marks by Dr. Mannix about the Labour 
party recognising the services of. the 
Catholics? 

Mr. MAKIN.—I am _ not concerned 
with what Dr. Mannix or anybody else 
may have said; I am concerned with the 
situation as I find it and know it. There 
has never been the least trace of inter- 
ference by Archbishop Mannix, or any 
other member of the clergy; in the de- 
liberations of those concerned in the 
Labour movement. 

Mr. Parker Motonry. — Honorable 
members opposite know that very well, 
but it does not suit them to admit the fact. 

Mr., MAKIN.—That is 80. , 

Mr. Bercunri.—Evidently. the Arch- 
bishop had some reason for making the 
statement. 

My. MAKIN.=~The honorable mem- 
ber, who in the last féw years has fallen 
from grace in his relations with the Labour 
party, knows that the same tactics were 
resorted to when he was associated with 
the movement. 

I have in my possession a copy of the 
official organ of the South ‘Australian 
Liberal Union for 1913, which. is of 
special interest to honorable. members on 
this side of the House. The publication 
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. last election. 
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contains a cartoon depicting a gentleman, Ri 
who happens now to be prominently as- 
sociated with those opposed to us, oceupy- ‘} 
ing a pulpit and pleading to the people, 
of a Protestant congregation not to allow 
themselves to be divided on the sectarian 
issue, Only recently I was reading a 
book written by the Right Honorable J. 
M. Robertson entitled Bolingbroke amd 
Walpole. In the first parseeaee the - 
writer states— 

Two hundred years ago, the outstanding 
political forees in England, as in other coun- ‘° 
tries of Western Europe, were those two corre- 


latives—sectarian and dynastic sympathies | 
and antipathies. Sk Nam 


The writer. goes on— 


Only in the rebellion did condi iba arise iy 
in which local activities had a chance «of be- . 
coming general through a blending of ideas ' 
and ideals, and time was still lacking for any- 
thing like’ popular political education on’ lines — 
of economic Peaia ohe me Tt 
Those circumstances prevailed during the 
This writer continues— 

The sectarian. spirit—the element of re- | 
ligious hate—is a special psychological growth, — 
tracing historically from the East, through 
the small hotbed of Jewry, to the Christian ~ 
creed and church;’but it is recognisably gene- e 
rated in certain political conditions and a ~~~ 
certain state of culture in all periods. ~ vat 

I do not wish to make myself abjec- ~ 
tionable to honorable members by speak- ~ 
ing.at undue length. I recognise that 
those who have been intrusted with the re- __ 
sponsiblity of representing the electors im 
the Commonwealth Parliament have a ~~ 
very arduous and important duty to per- 
form owing to the complex nature of the = 
situation. I do not ask for amy privi- © 
leges or undue consideration, but I dee 
mand attention to those matters which 
I deem should be brought before this: i 
Parliament on behalf of those whom [9 ~ 
represent. It shall be my endeavour io 
further in every way the interests of my = 
country, and to further its general pros; |. 
perity and progress ‘by assisting those 
who are labourmg under great disabili- 
ties in consequence of the hardships I 
have already enumerated. May I com- ~ 
mend the following to honorable mem- ~~ 
bers, which is to be found in a een f 
tion entitled The Progress of the Nation, — iar 
by G. R. Porter :— Leg. 


For the progress of a civilized nation is. to ge 
be judged more by the improvement in the a 
condition of the working classes than by amy 
other test. And this improvement a allie te eae 
on the growth of real wages: © PR se 
























t of he soa has ‘become very 
cult owing to the heavy burdens 
ed upon them. I trust that by 
ous expenditure, and by removing 
auses that are creating distress, 
7, and discontent, we can assist in 
ing Australia: really great. We 
uld feel that we are entering upon a 
W era of. peace and prosperity, and: are 
to enjoy a greater share of those 


ae and alee to -which we 







































ae things shall bey a loftier race 


flame of freedom in their souls 

And light of knowledge in their eyes. 
ion with nation, land with land, 
armed, shall live as comrades free; 
ery heart and brain shall throb 
pulse of one fraternity. 


. GABB (Angas) [5.28].—I am 
sed that my maiden effort in this 
, from office a Government that can 
well be dispensed with. 

- Brennan.—You are right so far. 


-GABB.—Yes; and if the honor- 
member follows me he will probably 
that I will be ‘tight 3 in other things. 


ng to defeat a Government that 
into power under a smoke screen 
be form ,of the sectarian issue. 
ve have ‘leading us a body of men 
e lacking in reverence, and who 
a REL to play upon sectarianism, 
r unhesitatingly that they should_ be 
d from their positions of place, pay, 
power. Although I am 2 new mem- 
‘I do not ask any consideration from 
rable members opposite. They are 
ing behind the Government, and 
nust accept responsibility for the 
Ministers. I am delighted to. be 
stand here, ad in ak own weak 


vat iT ipatocteeas ¢ to. the uae 
eu the ipa Catholic Chureh. 


han e’er the world hath known shall rise, 


House is to assist in the endeavour to re-. 


pleased to have the opportunity of 


” 


yo and for honorable mor bere Phy receine a 


gard as hypocrites. 


opposite whenever these things 
mentioned. 
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the aie ae Workers Union, the Man- 
chester Unity Order of Oddfellows, and | 
the Australian Labour party. I mention | 
this matter because, in the absence of 
such a declaration, some people may 
think that I am-one thing, whilst others 
mav imagine that I 4m-another. At the 
same time, I wish it to be distinctly Wns ie 
derstood that I. am not. irreligious:' IT 
have had sufficient opportunity to, delve 
into matters and to become convinced On ant 
certain great truths. Whilst I do not 
worship at an altar as large as that at 
which I used to worship, J still have an 
altar at which I do worship. Only the 
other day a statement was ae to mé by - 
an honorable member of this House which 
gave me food for ‘much thought. He 
said, t does not matter what you may. 
say, others will not believe that you are 
sincere. They will think that it is all a 
matter of political tactics. There is not ~ 
a@ man in the House. who cannot be : 
bought if the requisite price be paid.”? 
That statement has provided me with : 
food for considerable thought, and I con- 
fess that it has worried me greatly. The 
latter portion ‘of it I cannot accept. 1 | 
believe that there are as many honest — 
men in this chamber as are to be found > 
amongst any seventy five men outside of 
it.. But I admit that it hurts me to be 
obliged to apply the term ‘‘ honorable ’”” 
to some honorable members whom | re-' 
Yet’ I shave to do) |; 
it or get out of the chamber. Iam ale. 
ready beginning to wonder whether there 
is not some truth in the statement that 
nobody in this House will believe that a_ 
man is gincere. When honorable mem- 
bers upon this side of the House have _ 
referred to the high cost of living and 
have dwelt upon the privations which the — 
working classes endure under existing 
conditions, it has not been the satire of 
the Prime Minister that has hurt me. 
What hurts has been the careless look 
upon the faces of honorable members 
“were 
It is this circumstance. — 
which induces me ,to believe either that 
they think we are insincere, or that they 
themselves must be ionorant of what it 
means to be obliged to live to-day upon rts 
a wage of from £3 to £4 ner week. Jt | 
is all very well for the editors of the 
Melbourne, newspapers to endeavour to. — 
make it appear that there are no pro-— 
fiteers.in our midst. Tt is all very well 
for Ministers who receive £40 per week, 


Nae Teme 


















i an Deh) We 7 Ft 








184 Supply. 
£12 per week, to sneer at profiteering. 
But if our wages were only £3 or £4 per 
week we should indeed know that’ the 
cost of living is high, and that pro- 
fiteering is one of the causes of it... When 
I left this building last evening, being 
unaccustomed to Melbourne, I was struck 
with the crowd of humanity which was 
flowing down Bourke-street and with the 
tributaries that were pouring out of the 
places of amusement. The thought at 
once occurred to me, ‘‘ Well, there must 
be money available for amusement.’’ 


When I took a view of the crowd, I said’ 


to myself, “‘ Although boots are 35s. a 
pair, hats about 25s, each, and suits 
from £8 8s. to £12 12s., the people were 
never better dressed in their lives.’’ 
Then I took a closer view of them, and 
recognised. that they represented only the 
younger portion of the community. ’ I 
* Ienew then that I was upon safe ground, 
because it has been my privilege, as a 
greengrocer with a round, to move 
amongst people who have families. 
Whilst I admit that the single men and 
women of to-day are enjoying better 
times than they have ever previously ex- 
perienced, IL know that persons with 
families are suffering severe privations. 
Let me tell honorable members that dur- 
ing the past twelve months I have noticed 
that many families have been gradually 
dropping off buying fresh vegetables 
during the week. Four years ago it was 
customary for them to purchase vege- 
tables each time I went my round, but 


during the past twelve months I ‘have 


observed that -many working-class fami- 
lies take fresh vegetables into their homes 
only for Sunday. I know of one family 
of fair size whose purchases have been 


limited to three oranges and three ba-. 


nanas at the week-end with a view to 
providing a fruit salad for the Sunday 
evening’s meal. If we wish to learn 
where the shoe is pinching it is necessary 
for us to go into the homes of some of 
these people, and to have business rela- 
tions with them. The point that I wish 
specially to emphasize is that the larger 


the family the heavier does the burden ° 
Yet the Government have 


fall upon it. 
not attempted to afford them any relief 
whatever. I. know that the Prime 
Minister has said that the prices of 
certain commodities 
I listened attentively to ‘his statement, 


but I am still of opinion that the Govern- 


ment has done practically ee to. deal 
ite Gabo. > 
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| neglecting its national duties. 


the people to be broken down for the 


have been regulated. 








on have done. I dese to Bis 
Government first on this ground: He is 
put on to the Treasury bench for the | ‘pur- 
pose of managing the affairs of the com- 
munity in the interests of the whole com- 
munity. It is put there to consider, not 
only the interests of the nation for to-day, i 
but its interests of to-morrow; and IL con Yi 
tend that any Government “that leaves 
unremedied anything which discourages ‘ 
the natural increase of our population. is ie 
three little children in my own home, gud 
I admit that when the last one came, ena: 
IT had to foot the bill, for a little while . 
the temptation to race suicide entered Hh 
into my mind. It was only for a little 
while, for I banished it, because I recog- 
nised that to practise race suicide is” to. 
be disloyal to one’s own country, and ° 
the Creator that made us and told us 1 
increase and multiply and. replenish “the 
earth, But, as the result of the exces 
sive cost of living, many men and women. 
are being forced to restrict themselves to 
the pigeon-pair family, or something | a 
little larger. This Government, with ” a 
smile on its face, can sit back indiffer t 
to this danger, and yet claim that it is 
considering the interests. eee the com- 
munity. 


The second ground on which i ron i 
attack the Government for not dealing 
with the profiteers is that the excessive 
cost of living is having a tendency to 
break down thriftiness in the workin 
classes. Many a one has said to me 
“What is the good of trying to. save 
what is thé use of trying to make en 
meet? The more I try the worse it g 
and I am becoming sick and tired of 
whole thing.” A thrifty, saving peo 
are the backbone of any commu 
although I know there are some wh 
not hold that economic idea. This 
vernment has allowed the then 



























three years. It is written, “ By. 
fruits ye shall know them,” and | if the 
Government is going, for three years 
longer, to allow the er fa) 
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ment for not trying to prevent profiteer- 
as ing, because, in my opinion, profiteering 
is one of the causes of the high cost of 
ar living, and the high cost of living is the 
af main contributing cause of the industrial 
a unrest in the community. I know the 
_ other side, with their superior knowledge, 
will laugh at that statement. They will 
claim that whatever else may bring a 
~ man to risk a strike, whatever else may 
make him feel that ie wants to fight with 
A gal: the strength that is in him, whatever 
ie else will spur him to a sense of righteous 
- indignation, it is not the sight of his 
: she and kiddies without enough to eat. 
i ‘They think that that never moves a 
working man. ‘They think that the class 
» from which we come, and from which 
many of them have sprung, and which 
_ they have betrayed and almost crucified, 
si cannot have those feelings; but I 
‘am convinced. that the high cost 
Bt a living is. : 
sons of industrial unrest. It is the 
iy of the Government to see, ag far as 
it ean, that the wheels of industry are 
ae ae going. We are told to produce, and 
els am not going to fall out with that state- 
ment, because I know how wise it is. Yet 
at the Government sit calmly back and make 
i no attempt to deal with the profiieers, 
i Peatbouch they know that the high cost of 
living causes industrial unrest, and so in- 
i rteres with production. 
_ The last ground on which I attack nis 
Government for not dealing with profi- 
teering is that profiteering not only makes 
' ‘itself felt in the pocket of the individual 
: a) as an individual, but has its effect upon 
Sh ithe, conduct of the finances by the Go- 
ae ernment; and that, of course, comes 
- back upon the individual. Mr. Holman, 
i Premier of New South ge re- 

















if oe caused by the general i increase in the 
cost of commodities. That may e quite 
true, and jit is the duty of the Govern- 
me nt, if it seeks to protect the finances 
a By this country—although I never accuse 
_ this Government of secking to do any 

such thing—to try to protect itself, and, 
et of | ee a people oe whom it should 
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is able. One must admit that 
when about 20,000,000 men—and that is 
rather an under-estimate—are removed. 


from industry jand from works of ¢on- 


struction for four or five years, and de- 
voted to works of destruction, there must 
be a shortage of raw material, and an. 
increase in the price- of. many articles 
must follow.. L am quite willing to con-. 
cede that point, as I am sure the mem- 
bers of my party are, and-as are also the. 
workers of this country, By the workers, — 
I do not mean only the men earning 
wages; Il mean the big majority of the 
people of this country —for they’ are 
workers. ‘ They recognise that, through. 
the withdrawal of so many men from pro- — 
duction, they must pay more in many 
ways, and they do not mind paying what 
is fair; but the thing that hurts them is 
that so many unfair charges are put upon 
them. I have had men working j in ware: 
houses come to me and say, “ We had a 
line of towels come in at 7s. 6d. We are 
charging from 20s. up to 30s. for them 
to-day.’? Orders were cancelled, and 
customers were told that the firm were 
out of the articles. But the goods were 
held for a rise. When I was in the green- 
grocery trade, people came to me and 
said that potatoes, which were £12 10s. 
a’ ton, were going to rise to £15 per ton; 
and ‘they did. Shortly afterwards, i 
learned from the same source, when 
potatoes were £17 per ton, that they 
were going to be £24 per ton; and they 
jumped to that ‘price within a week. 
How did my informant know exactly 
what would happen ? 

Mr. Fenron.—He was 
who “‘ farm the farnfers.?’ ie 

Mr, GABB.—Yes, and who ‘ garden 
the gardeners.’’ No one likes to be 
taken down, and naturally we object to 
controlled prices. I know from experi- 
ence that the time for manipulating 


one of these 


prices is when there is a shortage. I 


have seen it done in the vegetable mar- 
kets in Adelaide; but a *Governtaent 
worth its salt will try to protect the 
people. This country has now to provide 
£25 000,000 a year more than was for- 
merly needed—not a good thing to lie 
in bed and think about. It means £5 a. 
year more for every man, woman and 
child in Australia, and the position may 
well cause us a good deal of thought. I 
believe that there is a way out, though © 
I do not entirely agree with Comrade 





‘ 7 
i Riticc aie 
SED i 
Ace's rou s A 
\ Panniers. V3 


ftB6" 0) Supply. 

Anstey that we Miah go through chon 
' before we can arrive at a better state. 
I think that what was in his mind was 
the saying of the Carpenter of Nazareth : 
““T am not come to bring peace, but a 
sword,’’ and that he was drawing atten- 
tion to the need for great suffering and 
effort to win through to something better. 
. That is true of life as a whole. There is 
a way out, but it is a way. of sacrifice. 
The sacrifice, however, should be made 
equally by all. J am prepared to accept 
my fair share. The honorable member 
for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) took 
exception to an 
yesterday about hiding behind the flag. 
My tutors in the Church of England day 
schools, and at the college to which [ 
afterwards went, took every care to instil 
into me reverence for the Union Jack, so 
that even now I cannot look at that flag 
without a sort of thrill, though, of 
/  eourse, My ideas concerning it and the 
_ Empire are not now exactly those that 
were taught to me. [I have seen too 
much of the so-called British justice 
meted out by this Government to Aus- 
tralians of German origin to think that 
the flag stands for nothing but glory and 
justice. But if there is a man, or body 
of men, whom I detest, it is those who 
have changed the meaning of the word 
 natriotism,”? and who skulk, as it 
were, behind the Union Jack to gain or 
keep political \ position, to get business, 
and to make their way into. so-called 
society. The honorable member said that 

my interjection was a brave remark. 

Mr. Jowrerr.—tIt was a most umproper 
remark. 

Mr. GABB.—I am glad to deal with 
the honorable member, because he has 
been the first to pick me out; because, 
too, he is, I believe, 
wealthy men in the House, for which I 
do not find fault with him, it being his 
food fortune; and because he has an 
English cast of features, which shows 
that he can well take care of himself. 

Mr. Jownrr.—The honorable member 


is showing a most generous disposition 
in attacking those faye have not attacked - 


him. He instilted me yesterday, — 
Mr. 


says that I insulted him, but he put the 
cap on his own head. 


“Mr. Jowrrr.—The hopnnatie member 
ae being! that I was, pra 4 behind: the 
i flag, a most insulting remark, ; 
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ae the honorable’ member, 
1 mention him. by name, uw ht 


members, no matter where they 
I ask the honorable membe 


interjection I made. 


the member now speaking has fini 


one of ihe most. 


tion, nor do I ask for ia 


GABB.—The honorable member 


_T had no intention or desire 
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Me GABR ae did ‘no 


the consequences. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—I le insis' 


Nelee 


eall for order being obeyed by 


pians to restrain himself. I ¢ 
stand that he may feel impelle 
rupt, but I remind him that the hor 
member for Angas is a new memb 
it is usual to allow a new mem 
make his maiden see witho 
ruption. 

Mr. Jowerrr. Cane T agi: 
but he insulted me. a 

Mr. SPEAKER—It_ is & 


or if he has been misrepresented in any 
way, he is entitled to the first call when 


in order that he may make a-pers a K- 
planation to set matters right. = 

Mr. Jowrertr.—Then I desire to. 
personal Hay eens 


cus do so now. 


Mr. SPEAKER—The speech i: 


Bel ao: will be a Sat a i 
explanation. Js ask the honorab m 
ber for Angas to abstain from a | 
honorable members directly, at 
dress himself to the Chair, & 
making ie ae allusions. — 


ont that goa is my eld 
this Parliament. But T satodae 


ae am 
to take all that is Biven fi 


are obeyed. (| 
Mr. GABB, or thank, oe , 


‘ _ sacrifice. 





iat Me A en Ue am very glad to hear 
“that. ee 

Mr. ‘GABB —That was nach my inten- 
eae _ All that I said was that if he felt 
that ‘my remark applied to him, I would 
let it stop there. I was referring to the 
fact that we have to raise £25,000,000 
more every year now to meet our in- 
- debtedness than we were called upon to 
raise hitherto. 
one way out of the difficulty, and it is the 
way of sacrifice. I mention this because 
of the interjection about bravery which 
was: made by the honorable member for 
Grampians, and I want to :‘y that, su 
‘far as bravery is concerned, I am quite 
willing to submit to a wealth levy in 
- eommon with others. My wealth is not 
great, but I am thankful to say I have a 
little. . Iam not on the rocks. Iam will- 
ing that there should be a wealth levy of 
5 per cent. imposed upon me for a period 
of five or ten years to remedy the finan- 
cial position. If the honorable member 
for Grampians is so brave 





Mr. Jowerr.—I do not claim to be 


brave. 
Mr. GABB. _It the honorable member. 
‘is. ‘brave, he will do his best to induce 
the wealthy capitalists of this country to 
agree to a similar sacrifice, and consent 
to a levy of 5 per cent. on their wealth 
and property each year for a period of 
five years. If they agree to that, that 
will be evidence of their willingness to 
make some sacrifice; and when we have 
eeu evidence from ‘the honorable mem- 
ber and his class, I shall be prepared to, 
“say. to the workers of this community, 
“These people are ready to make a 


a - sacrifice to find a way out of our difhi- 


culties, and I, therefore, appeal to you 
_to go short, even of some things that you 
need, and also make a sacrifice in orde¥ 
that our financial difficulties may be 


* overcome.” 
i tae Tremind honorable members of the say- 


ing of the Carpenter of Nazareth. He 
ae “Fe that-loveth his life shall lose 
it.’ That is true of the individual. The 
man who seeks happiness by the way of 
selfishness will never find it. What is 
true of the individual is true also of the 
community. I repeat that the way out 
of our financial difficulties is the way of 
Seeing that the honorable 

a _ member for Grampians i is an authority on 
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bravery, I recommend him to appeal to 
the capitalistic class, the big squatters, 


arid commercial men of Australia, the 
people who have had most saved to them 
by the result, of the war, to be prepared 
to make some sacrifice to enable us to 
meet our indebtedness. The squatters, 
with their wool and their meat, have made 
big profits as the result of the war. Many 


of the merchants of Australia, because 


of circumstances born of the war, have 
also made big profits. The extra 
£25,000,000 a year which we have to meet 
is largely the result of the war. I ask 
whether it is not a fair thing that those 
who had most protected should not pay 
most to meet the cost of its protection. 
Of course it is fair. To meet our in- 
debtedness by a wealth levy is a fairer 
way than to put the burden of the ad- 
ditional £25,000,000 a year on my wife 
and children and the wives and children 
of other working men in this country, 
through the Customs. Let those people 
whose wealth has been protected pay a 
fair sum for its protection. I would start 
with a minimum of £500 of wealth or 
property, and according to the property or 
wealth which an individual owns I think 
he should pay to meet the cost of its pro- 
tection. If the honorable member for 
Grampians is brave let him take that sug- 


gestion to the capitalistic class to which | 


he belongs. 
Mr. Jowrtr.—I never said I was brave. 


Mr. GABB.—It would need a’ brave 
man to go to the association that brought 
five trains to Melbourne in connexion 
with a deputation concerning meat sup- 
ples and talk to its members lke that. 
There is a good opportunity here for the 
honorable member for Grampians to show 
his bravery, and to show at the same time 
his statesmanship. It will show that there 
are some grounds for his desire to lead a 


party in this House that is, L hope, in due 


course, going to supplant the present Go- 
vernment. [ am sorry that my remarks 
should have brought about the little 
breeze that we have had, but I have said 
what I thought it necessary to say. 


I have spoken of the one way out, which 
is the way of sacrifice. JI say, in all 


seriousness, that if the way of sacrifice — 


is not followed by all classes in Aus- 
tralia there is certainly trouble ahead of 
us. . 
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Mr. Marr. ene ns ue mem- 
ber make sacrifices during the war? | 


Mr. GABB.—Yes; I made the sacrifice 


NG standing by my ‘wife and kiddies, so 


that they might not be the doormats 
of others and be cornpelled to put up 
with the dirty insults of the like of the 
honorable member. That is the sacrifice - 
I made. i 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 
Johnson).—Order! I ask the honorable 
member to withdraw his reference to the 
honorable member for Parkes. 


Mr. Marr.—l made a. sacrifice during 
the war. 
Mr. GABB.—In deterante to you, sir, 


I certainly withdraw my reference to the 


g 


honorable member. 


believed to be right had to put up with 
insults, 


able member for Parkes _ belongs. 
I remind the henorable member that 
those of us who were anti-conseriptionists 
could be just as sincere and could love 


this country just as much as those who 


were conscriptionists. . : 
Mr. Marr.—By stopping at home. 
Mr. GABB.—We have this satisfac- 


tion, at any rate, that the people of this 


country were not foolish enough to put 


question in due time. 


upon themselves the curse of militarism, 
and yet the war has been won. We have 


the satisfaction of knowing, also; that. 


great as may be our financial embarrass- 
ment to-day, it would have been incom- 
parably greater if the conscriptionists 
had had their way. 

Mr. Marr.—Did the Hun vote put the 
honorable member in ? 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I ask honorable 
members generally to converse in lower 
tones while the honorable member for 
Angas is addressing the House. - ( 

Mr. GABB. —TI believe that the inter- 


_ jector said “ The Hun vote put you ie 


Mr. Marr.—I asked did it put the 
honorable member in. 

Mr. GABB.—I will take the pteerens 
tion in that way. I want to tell the 
honorable member that, so far as I know, 
there are no Huns in Australia, unless it 
be those people who have used their 
power to persecute and ill treat many of 
the Australian-born Germans in _ this 
community. I propose to deal with that 
‘I came, into ia 
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2 House. et re btupned" 
of Australians of Germ 


W. Elliot. 


If I cannot refer in — 
that way to honorable members I. will 
say that a man standing for what he 
‘and particularly from the fol- think’ will look 
‘lowers of the party to which the honor- 


pe on that Eh they 
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= in, 
am proud of their votes, 
people, and “if some of 


able member ior Parkes soe Lar 
is interjecting, that when I was 
the votes of the electors of Anga 
not say to the German settlers, 


finest man J ry in no-man oa os 
man of German origin.” But if the 
man vote in aie was mth enol 


return Mr. 


da Politics 1s. a Sela usines 
“people, when they cast chet otes 
influenced by selfish motives. 
turn to Parliament the me 
after thei 
Could the Australian settlers 
origin in Angas vote for a mai 
a member of” the Government + ‘ 


_ deprived them of) their votes: during 


war? 


I have already said “thet th 

of the difficulties of to-day is. 
of sacrifice. What will be the 
if the different sections of the peop 
not prepared for that sacrifice 
burden must be borne, and I k 
commercial and capitalistic. sec 
enough to be sure that they will 
the burden if they can. avoid 


knees or Phi will take i ” 
change i in the social and is 
sut 1f wise counsels a an 


I desee to say a ee ot 
to the so-called Country part; ay 
called because I am not clear as to t 


skabie members on eee cri 
benches have adopted their 


i ose Poor honorable avers oppo- 
site who call themselves the National 


Me I fail to see the necessity for a 
Com niry party if both can be grouped 


under the word “National.” But if, on 
the other hand, they have adopted the 
: “name of Country party because they claim 
yee represent the rural areas particularly, 
I remind the House that there are on this 
side, honorable members like myself, who 
represent: as-faithfully as they do. dis- 
tricts* that are essentially rural. There 
ave honorable members on both sides of 
the: House who question the need for the 
eS of a third party in this House. 
_ Mr. Prowsz.—We could be more justly 
called the workers. 


eM. GABB.—I shall deal with that in- 
“ terjection later. If the Country party 
exists for the purpose of buttressing com- 
‘mercialism, and what we in South Aus- 
“tralia call “King — William-street 
i -Farmerism,” it will be of very little use. 
| ie ks ‘its object i is to form an alliance with 
the representatives of commercialism and 
pity) "capitalism, and . to vote with them re- 
Neg: " peatedly for the purpose of throwing the 
~ extra burden, on the wage-earning section 
‘ of. the community, it. is unnecessary, and 
it will disappoint the hopes reposed in it 
' by some of its supporters. But if it came 
nto. the House with the object of pro- 
 tecting the primary producer and the 
if _wage-earner against unjust exploitation, 
i a ‘there i is room for it, and this debate will 
ie afford it an opportunity to disclose its 
ye “mission. If not on this occason, at some 
“other time, I hope the Country party 
members will show that they recognise 
that their interests are not identical with 
hos ose of McKay, the big iren merchants, 
‘and those firms who sell sacks and super- 
phosphates, in the price of which there 
has lately been an increase. 
s Mr. Marturews.—The Prime Minister 
has the Country party under his thumb. 
" Mr. GABB.—I do not say that... I 
hope. for great things from it. I trust 
ses that i it will prove itself worthy of its place 
Sowort ‘in this House, and if it does that, I shall 
| “not ‘begrudge it an increase in its 
numerical ‘strength. “There is one very 
good reason why.the Country party 
should throw its weight on the side of the 
ty Opposition _ in fighting the evil of ex- 
_ ploitation. © 
the honorable member for Swan Tok 
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are sitting 


mond), I. notice, 
that during my parliamentary life’ we — 
shall have some exchanges, because he so. 


I do not question the claim » 


Prowse) that the farmers are workers. I 
know how they work, and how hard is 


the lot of any man who is working | 


for himself and trying to make ends 
meet. The profiteers get at the wage 
earner through food and clothing prices, 
and rent. And what about the farmer? 
They get at the farmer also in prices 
for these commodities, as 


regard to = his superphosphates, his 
bags, his twine, and his harvesting 
machinery. In fact, almost everything 


the farmer uses comes from the hands of 
the profiteers. 1 hope, therefore, that 
members of the Country party will be 
alive to their own interests, and will not 
be found on the side of the crowd who 
have been dipping into their pockets all 
this time. I ask them to throw their 
weight in with us and help the majority 
of the people to shift the exploiters off 
the backs of the people. 

I wish to refer to another matter now 
that the honorable member for Moreton 
(Mr Wienholt) has 


chamber. I was very glad indeed to 


-hear his remarks concerning the position 
of Australians of German parentage, and 


I commend him for his moderation. If 
I had‘in my veins some of the blood that 
is flowing in his I should not have been 
so moderate in my statements concerning 
some of the oppressors of his. race who 
here. I want to make my 
position perfectly clear. 
there is not a drop of blood that is not 
of English origin, though my Hebrew 
name might suggest otherwise. My peo- 
ple come from Gloucestershire and Cam- 
bridgeshire, and honorable members will 
realize, therefore, that anything I may 
say in defence of these persecuted Aus- 


trahans of German origin is not due to- 
‘I feel very strongly on. 


any racial ties. 
this matter. 
Mr. Marr.—They put you in. 


Mr. GABB.—And I am very thankful 
to them for putting me in. ' But the 
honorable member must not measure my 
corn by his bushel. I have always taken 
this stand with regard: to these people of 
German’ parentage, and I hope I always 
shall. All through my life I have been 


out to help those who most need it. The 


pgsition of all oppressed and persecuted 
people appeals to me. The honorable 
member for Illawarra (Mr. Hector La- 
is smiling. 


well as. in 


returned to the. - 


In my veins 


I expect. 
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frequently interjects across the chantber 


when an honorable member on this side 


-is speaking. 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—I was not smil- 
ue 2" your eloquence, at all events. 
GABB.—The honorable member 


can Pe at me if he likes. JI judge him 


to be one of those who desire to ostracize 


me. 
Mr. Hecror LamMonp. “NG naeaag! 
Mr. GABB.—It is not nonsense. i 
was told about this before I came here, 
but it does not concern me very much. 
I do not mind the honorable member 


smiling at me when I stand up to defend 


these people; but, all the same, I am sur- 
prised at him, 


Mr. Hector Lamonp.—Mr; Spackae IT. 


rise to a point of order. The honorable 
member has just accused me of haying 


smiled at something which he was saying. 


‘That is not so. 
Mr, SPEAKER: (Hon. W, Elliot 


Johnson).—Order! I must ask honor- 


able members to support the Speaker in 


enforcing the rules of the House. I have 

called several times for order, and. if 

’ honorable members do not obey I shall 

iy certainly take other steps to enforce the 
i authority of the House. 

Sitting suspended from 6.27 to 7.45 p.m. 


Mr. GABB.—I desire to make some 
further remarks with regard to internees 
during the war, 
honorable member for Parkes (Mr. Marr) 
has suggested that I entered this House 
on the “Hun” vote. I wish to refer 
most particularly to the actual persecu- 
tion of certaim people of German origin. 
Many of those who have undergone per- 
-secution during the war are Australians; 
some of them are Australians of the 
second and third generation. 


i 
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even more Australian than himself. 


'_will not say that they-are more British, 


but they are certainly more Australian. 
If they were asked to express 
attitude towards this country, 
might be expected to reply, 
“Wales for ever best,” but “ Aus- 
tralia for ever best.” As an Australian, 


they 












Austrahans. I resent their persecution, 


man, an Irishman, or a representative in ~ 
_ this country of any other race. _ 


particularly since the - 


The Prime. 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) may be interested _ 
to know that some of the internees are 


their 


not. 


I resent the insults heaped upon fellow 
no matter whether instigated by a Welsh- 
“The 
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Prime Minister should 
tackles one Australian 
whole of us. We as Austre 
afford to let any section of the 
be attacked with impunity, a 
say to those who desire to cy 
capital out of any such action 
had better beware. In 5 
natures there is a pre to gr 


see poate 6 lectand : 
calmly look ae oka 


ar Th would be i pane day 
Government if they “ took on i 


cide eee 


I desire to refer to two or thee pecific iy 
cases, beginning with that of t : 
Emil J. Roesler. Honorable : 
who sat in the previous Parliament wil 
recall the name. The former honorable 
member for Adelaide (Mr. Yates), 10, 
regret to say, is not now a thembe! ft th 
House, fought ‘ably and well a behal 

Roesler, and subsequently — he it 
terests of his widow and childve 
had been an. employee of the i 


that period he had never fad e di 
sickness. He must have rende: is g 
‘Service to have been retained 80 | : 


was Teen I have an the ps 
lars of his case, and I know 
trate who tried it. 


against this ae apn em lo 
rather in his favour. _ Rosh 


: ie jonah: rey was es! 
Bitee abled, at a orth Bay 1 












hort notice to duty. He obliged the 
lepartment by coming back, and in so 
oing he gave up eleven days of his leave. 
is was about ten months prior to his 
internment. From that day to this, 
neither he nor his widow has received 
ny recompense for the eleven days’ lost 
eave, although the widow has. had ‘to toil 











_ Staff section just rang up. Wants to know 
if you can return to duty to-morrow morning 
without inconvenience. If so, please let me 
know by bearer., Balance of your leave will 
be added to next year’s. 


hen follow the initials of the North 
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Adelaide seat, I: took up the case of the 
' deceased internee, and communicated with 
the South Australian Deputy Postmaster- 
General. He sent me a letter, as fol- 
lows -— i 
_ With reference to your letter of the 9th 
February, I have to inform you that eleven 
lays’ recreation leave was due to the late E. 
| J. Roesler; but before the leave could be 
arranged, he was interned by the military 
authorities, and consequently dismissed from 
_| the Public Service. — 
It has been ruled by the Public Service Com- 
missioner that it cannot be recognised that re- 
ereation leave has a monetary value, and that 
there is no provision in the law which would 
countenance such a view; consequently no pay- 
ment can be made to Mrs. Roesler in lieu of 
the recreation leave not taken. ' 
























Had the man’s name been Brown, his. 


_ monetary consideration at the hands of 
this Government; but, because Roesler 
happened to have been an Austrian by 
birth, it is, apparently, impossible to 
secure justice for his family. 
Government continue to withhold com- 
ensation from this poor woman? Will 
they defraud her of eleven days’ pay by 
way of recompense for her husband’s 
‘lost leave? I have been watching the 


face of the Postmaster-General (Mr. 


_ Wise). It is a kindly face, and I am 
hopeful. that his natural kindliness will 
outweigh any antipathy he may have to- 
wards the widow and family of this de- 

ased internee. i, My ‘ tt 
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is. 
‘the Minister with the genial counten- 


Will the | 


wid AO A TS oo Dy es a ae Lar See nl ele le er st at rr 
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_ The next case with which I wish to 
deal involves the Tanunda Club. This 
is an ordinary kind of club, long-estab- 
lished in the town of Tanunda. TI have 


been told by its secretary that on the 


first occasion of its enforced closing, the 
reason given was that it was a German 
club. Its officials were able to disprove that 
charge. All the minutes are recorded in 
English, and all the business is conducted 
in English. They were able to prove 
that they were not a German club, and 
were allowed to open; but, subsequently, 
they were again closed, because it was 
stated that a resident of Tanunda was in 
the club on a Sunday morning with 
twelve German reservists. However, the 
gentleman was able to prove that he was 
not in Tanunda on that Sunday, and the 


authorities again allowed the club to be 


opened. Since then it has ‘been closed 
once, more, and it remains closed, and 
the people do not know what the charge. 
IT am hopeful that my appeal to 


ance (Sir Granville: Ryrie) who repre 
sents the Minister for Defence will be 
successful, and that the members of this 
club will be given the opportunity of en- 
joying the companionship and _ environ- 
ment that can be obtained in good clubs, 
particularly seeing that they are a decent 
class of people, who, I am confident, are 
not disloyalists. 

There is another matter in which in- | 
justice has been done. A religious paper 
called The Lutheran has been refused re- 
gistration. Papers of a similar character 
belonging to other denominations are re- 
gistered, and The Lutheran, when printed — 
in Victoria, was registered and was per- 
mitted to be transmitted through the © 
post for many years; but when its pub- 
lication was transferred to Adelaide the 
opportunity was taken of refusing re- 
registration. I could quote other in- 
stances of injustice. The wonder to me 
is that these people have submitted to — 
them and to the insults that"have been — 
hurled at them. sg 

Honorable members know well that 
Australian-born citizens have been robbed — 
of their franchise by a Cabinet containing — 
former members of the Australian Labour | 
party, who used to claim that they were 
out to give the freest and fullest fran- — 
chise, but now seem to have abandoned ~ 
all their old principles. Let me quote te 
them an authority which will be accep 


able to them. The Honorable A. H 






“without any proof of, disloyalty. 


192 Supply. 
Peake, the Ptanaen of oral A loetne 
speaking in the South Australian Legis- 
lative Assembly on the 27th September, 
1916, said— 


Taking away & man’s vote is taking away a 
man’s ; property, because it is the only consti- 
tution al method of preserving and protecting 
one’s property. 


~ 


J impress these words on honorable mem- 
bers opposite, who are the defenders of 
property, so long as it does not belong to 
some one on whom they have a little bit 
of a ‘‘derry.’? In robbing these people 
of the right to vote they were not taking 
the franchise away from persons who had 
recently arrived from.Germany, but were 
depriving Australians of a sacred birth- 
alk: Surely honorable members are not 
in favour of tearing up a scrap of paper. 
England went to war because of a scrap 
of paper, yet honorable members dis- 
franchised people without any trial and 
The 
man who is disloyal to the country that 
shelters him and protects him and in 
whieh he earns his livelihood, deserves all 
the punishment he gets; but these men. 
and women were robbed of that to which 
they were entitled, and it was done with- 
out any trial by jury. If the Australian 
Cabinet will do this, thank God there is 


= 


‘still some one left in the British Empire > 
eare a little for 


whois prepared to 
British justice. Late in 1915 the Privy 
Council tried the right of two Privy 
Councillors to retain their membership in 
that body, and I quote the following. 
from the cablegrams which appeared in 


the daily papers at that time:— 


which 


The High Court of Appeal has upheld the 
decision of the lower Court in respect to, the 


retention by Sir. Edward Speyer and Sir Ernest 


Cassel of their rank ag British Privy Council- 
Jors. .The King’s Division sof the High Court, 
in June, 1915, granted orders calling 
upon Sir Edward Speyer. and Sir Ernest Cassel 
to prove they are entitled to their membership 
of the Privy Council, on 17th December gave 
judgment in their favour. 

The applicant alleged that neither was born 
within the Empire of Iinglish parentage, and 
hence neither was capable of belonging to the 
Pri vy Council, 

The Court decided that Sir Ernest Cassel 


amd Sir Edward Speyer, as naturalized sub- 
“jects, possess all the rights and privileges of 
British-born subjects, and were, therefore, en- 


- titled to be members of the Privy Council. 


: The fact that these men were not born 
in the British Empire did not stop them 
from being members of the highest Court 


Mr. Gabb. 


odemdemant aus iunbedet 
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in the British Empire. T[ ee cheep 
Prime Minister will take heed of the dene 
cision of the Privy Council, and that it — 
will- soften the feeling that, in my opin- 
ion, he seems to. have towarle i foaibt perk 
people whom he ‘has disfranchised. Pelee 


. oe Ser Re tee 
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In conclusion, I wish to bring sofore: 


~ ‘honorable members the’character of these — ty 


people. I propose now to make one or | 
two quotations from Harly Hxpervences rae 
of Colonial Life, a book written in 1878 
by “John Bull,” who landed in South — 
Australia twor years after the arrival of 
the first immigrants there, and who has 
something interesting tq say concerning - 
the ancestors of persons of German de- 
scent now in South Australia. ‘These © © 
people have been there from the begin- — . 
ning, and they are practically woven into  — 
the very fabric of the State. They have 
endured many hardships, and, until the — 
outbreak of war, were always regarded as 

eood citizens. i could, if necessary, give 
honorable members opposite quotations 

from speeches made by members of their 

own party in South Australia regarding — 
the good qualities of these very people. 
This iswhat “John Bull” says— Woke 
The arrival of Pastor -Kavel, in the year yee 
1838, with a flock of German Evangelical 


Lutherans, must not be forgotten as a valuable — 
addition to our population. 


Py 2 eae : e 
Sr aitains See 
Aen ee Me ee ok 


Aer 


He states further— Me ei) be. 
The influence of Pastor Kavel was very great, yin 
his personal exertions on behalf of his country- 
men were untiring, and with a perfect forget- se ee 
fulness of self, so that he could not fail in 
establishing a community remarkable for PTOW! (ki 


i 


bity and respect for our laws, Fa ea 


Have honorable members opposite caught 
that statement concerning the stock from . 
which these, people sprang? eR eh 
as the annals of the Supreme Court bear 5 
witness that there has been no single instance ~ 


in which one of his flock has been convicted of aia 
a serious offence. a 


What a grand shapes to be given these ti: 
people! These emigrants from Germany Nee: 

landed in: South Australia in 1888, “and |) 
“dohn Bull,’ writing in 1878, was able “ 

fo:say that nok-one of them had been ” vei 
convicted of a serious, offence in the PS 
State. I wish that could be said of all» 

of English blood who have come here. 
This, then, is the. stock from which 
sprang the people that the Government i 
have been persecuting. qT have here an- — 
other quotation from the same authority — 
regarding the loyalty of these early pe 
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to say,, “ “At ‘all avents, ae ‘all, 


ee of this. hook The ‘book is too 
t to suggest anything of the kind. 


hese people of German descent, who 
een persecuted for four or five 
s, cannot stand up for themselves. 
moved amongst many of those who 


ok the one Apes reason ad Pa: in- 


deste in order to cow. the rest. 


nt we have just put behind us. 


nt OWETT. ee. desire to make a per- 
When I entered the 


The result was “that I_made 
a adeadas I recognise that 


7 @, | in the first place, the HEnORebls 
& who was speaking was new to 
3 House | and, secondly, because all in- 
tons, according to the hed 


tion” Metates to Nahe reason for aa 
tions. Yesterday, while an hon- 
member was speaking, the honor- 
ember for Angas _ (Mr. Gabb) 
‘a remark which I regarded as ex- 
ngly offensive to members of the 
untry party,.to which I have the 
10ur to belong? Looking towards us, 
, in a very bitter tone, “ These are 
ple who shelter themselves behind 
I then interjected, “'That is a 
e aay to a If, the 








ve old, aoe themselves good and | 


nterned, and [I do not hesitate to 


heeea: “out the ee men, and in 


ak: in more senses’ fae one, 


| repayment. - 
“in the present condition of the world’s 


a ee bonus ave the tah rate © provided | 





ye oe eae see 
ek D4 , 


of the Commonwealth 





“FINAN CIAL POSITION OF THE | 
| COMMONWEALTH. 


Visit oF THE TREASURER TO LONDON. 


Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) [8.14]— 
(By leave).—The urgency of the matter 
that I desire to bring before honorable 
members is nty excuse for taking the very 
unusual course of interrupting the debate 
on the motion that the House resolve 
itself into Comntittee of Supply. The 
circumstances are such as, not only to 
warrant this action, but to compel me to 
put the House at once in possession of the. 


information which I shall now give them. : | 


The Cabinet has recently devoted much - 
attention to the financial position of the 
Commonwealth, particularly the condi- 
tion and outlook with regard to loan 
moneys, and our indebtedness to the 
British Government. °° — ae 


As is well’ known, we finished the war 


with a huge national debt, represented by. _ 


our stock and bonds. Hi besides that. 


we owe the Wlar ine £33,000,000, for 


which no bonds have been ‘Gssned, and for 
which no definite arrangement has been 
made. To this amount must be added 
£3;750,000 for various war payments, 
made on our behalf by the Imperial 
authorities, who are pressing for early 
ieee are large sums, and, 


money market, it is not easy to meet- their 
wishes. 


We have, in addition to these obliga- 
tions, to find many ‘millions to continue. 
and “complete the land-settlement and 
housing of our returned soldiers. 


1 . ° x Do sah s is i & 
If Australia could, without serious dis- 


turbance of its producing and employing 
agencies, furnish its Government with 
substantial, loans, the solution would net 
be hard; but, as everybody knows, that is 
ynfortunately not the case. , 


The situation is important and urgent, 
and, recognising ‘this, the Government 
has ‘requested the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) — 


to proceed to London as early as Bia : | 


ticable to deal with and, if Pyeihi ekki 


these matters. yet am 
The Treasurer has Ficther been commis- | ‘ : 


sioned to go thoroughly into the question. 


of the profits on wool, out of which Aus- 


tralian growers have every right to ek 
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194 Financial Position — 
in the wool contract. He will also re 
present the Commonwealth in the The 
perial Cabinet in connexion with several 
important aspects of the Peace Treaty, | 
including the German indemnity and the - 
mandate for the Pacific Islands. 


opportunity of inaugurating in Britain 
the. immigration policy of the Govern- 
ment, and I am hopeful that, as a result, 
a regulated, but steady, flow of British 
settlers to Australia will be encouraged. 


i This is a business mission of the utmost. 


importance to the Commonwealth, and I 


ing Parliament with the objects and in- 
tentions of the Government. 

I have to-day received a een 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
pointing out that as the end of the 

. British financial year is the 31st of this 
~ month, and as he has made provision in 
Ah RS Budget for the inclusion of the re- 
payment of £8,750,000, one of the amounts 
‘to which I have referred, he is pressing 
for payment in order that he may not be 
- eompelled to make a statement to the 
House of Commons which would. disclose 
the position. I need, not point out how. 
very serious it would be if our credit were 
affected in any way. The Government , 





find it impossible to diseuss this matter 


at arm’s length, and have decided to 
send the Treasurer, who is in every 
way the most suitable man for the 
purpose, to London. The Government 
hope that the visit of the ‘Treasurer 
will, in all these matters, particularly in 
regard to the loan matters to which I have 
referred, be successful. The Treasurer, 
if he .goes—and the Government 
had made arrangements for him to go 
before the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 





- must go almost immediately. Under the 

_ eireumstances, J thought it proper to 
_ make this statement in order that I might 

inform honorable members that, subject, 
of course, to the Government having the 
- support of the majority in this Chamber, — 
i the Treasurer will leave for England at. 
the beginning of the week after next. 

A 





should like to know whether we have not. 
_ the right to discuss the statement made by © 
_ the Prime Minister? What is the good of 
1 statement being made if we are ‘Dot to 








Or. Hughes) got leave to 


| "present time to IV, ‘th 
Phe Treasurer will avail himself of the 


take the earliest opportunity of acquaint- 


Pasay to CoLONIAL Geil 


Tudor) had tabled his amendment—_ 


It was almost by accide 
Mr. Rizey.—-As a point of order, I 


certain points. Ris ie 























debated ine leave. | The 


pee discuss. the pitas 


Sint now posting oa ‘e 
matter j is relevant. | “Ws Os 























Mr. SPEAKER Ga 
Johnson ) laid on the table r 
nominating Mr. Atkinson, “Mr. 
Mr. Fleming, and Mr. Watkin 
Temporary Chairmen of (Cc 
when requested so to do. ae He | 
of Committees. pee ‘ 





\ Company. ' 


Mr. HUGHES —I desire 

way of personal explanation, 
quoting the figures. relating to the #, 
Sugar Refining Company t 
noon, .during the Supply 
omitted some which are a 
relevant and PS | a 
























are paid to the company fe refi ie. 
for freight charges, and the 7s. per 
for the cost of ii. we have 


the agreement, 1 per ton 
handled to cover “managerial e 
use of cared ‘and ape the su 4 
ness. | 


Debate pede ap 
Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper 
am grateful, as a new memb 
portunity this debate presents 
extent, defining my position in th 





into the by-paths of. politi 
glad to be able so. ear 
an opportunity to 8 
way where I. sta 























































] olitical experience; - what I Hd: to 
| ing is the fair average opinion of the 
a, man in the street. If one can 


ee perhaps one’s presence here may 


a a During the course of the debate to-day 
- heard ig references to the recent 


There were cea on 


: ong in Sint to what dota be done 
with or without its being carried. I 
should like to say, as one, who has been 


pendent in politics the whole of my 


‘Yoted for Liberals in Federal politics, I 
have voted in the affirmative on every 
As occasion on which questions of the exten- 
sion of the constitutional powers have beeu 
submittted to the people. My reason for 
this affirmative vote is that I believe the 
National Government of Australia should 
have, complete control of all national ac- 
tivities. During the last campaign I had 


who were working earnestly to defeat the 
referendum proposals i in the State of New 
South Wales; and, in my opinion, their 
_ opposition was due, not so much to any 
objection to the referendum proposals as 
such, as to a fear on their part that the 
Government which might control the re- 
ferendum powers, if these were granted, 
would be one that could not be trusted by 
the primary producers. I venture to think, 
for many reasons, that if the electors of 
New South Wales, of which State I am 
most cognisant, had been certain there 
would result the position we have in this 
ouse to-day, and that there would be a 
Corner party practically holding the 
balance of power, and able to control the 


‘ ould have been a majority in New 


re oposals, not only in New | South 
Wales, but also throughout Australia. 
there is no opposition of any magni- 
de in the northern part of New 
ith Wales to the enlargement of 
onstitutonal powers of the Common- 


Ae (with shant 6, 000 for, and a simi- 
‘result in New England, T know that 
in the northern areas there 1s an intense 
ing in favour of increased constitutional 
3 rs batt gen to | the Coeinennconn.: 





the honour of being associated with men 


spotic acts of any Government, there 


Though there was in my elec- 





producers, 


posed 
Under the conditions then present, no 


‘following year. 





In fact, the people of New South Wales 
are so anxious for a change that they do 
not favour waiting for the Convention 
the Government intend calling, but pro- 
pose calling a Convention of their own 
to hasten it along. Their attitude has 
been determined largely by the experience 


‘of members in the last Parliament, and 


the actions of this Government, which 
have been referred to in stronger lan- 
guage than I would care to use, by the 
honorable member for Wakefield (Mr. 
Foster), who, when speaking in Adelaide 
about four weeks ago, at a meeting of. 
was reported in the press as 
follows :-— 

He made an appeal for the. restoration of 
parliamentary authority to. end what he 
termed the Bolshevik régime. He said that 
war conditions had made Parliament a cypher, 


and uncontrolled Cabinets had become intoxi- 
cated with their own unlimited authority; and 


in the absence of effective criticism and pro-">~ 


per parliamentary safeguards often drifted 
into demoralization. The people were stagger- 
ing under outrageous prices, unionists were 
striking in’ a rebellious and criminal fashion, 
while all conceivable means for conciliation 
and the adjustment of disputes were con- 
temptuously ignored and defied. The Govern- 
ment had been spineless and powerless, and 
the direct actionists and go-slow brigade were 
disrupting society and “threatening general 
disaster. There was one remedy left, and. that 
was a vigorous determination by the people 
that Government be supreme and parliament- 
ary authority restored. 


That was an expression of opinion by the 


honorable member for Wakefield before — 


some of his constituents, and we have since | 
ascertained that a huge majority in that 
honorable member’s electorate was op- 
to the referendum proposals, 


one was justified in trusting a Go- 


vernment which, by reason of its huge — 
majority, 


was able to dragoon any 
measure through the House. It was 
felt during the whole of the recent cam- 
paign, particularly in northern New 
South Wales—I do not know the opinion 
held in the southern portion—that the 


proposal put forward by the Prime Min- — 


ister (Mr. 


vention, were two distinct proposals, We. 
were 8 SS that whether the referen- 
dum was carried or not it was under- 
stood a Convention would be called the — 
The opinion expressed — 
farmers’ representatives on | 


by 


many 


oo Uae platforms Wis. that it was. better” 


Hughes) in connexion with © 
‘the referendum and, the calling of a Con- 
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not to have any patch-work amendments, 


but a complete revision of the Constitu-- 
tion, by which all matters that required . 


attention could be adjusted by a properly 
elected Convention. It was freely stated 
on public platforms that such a Conven- 
tion should not be a nominee, but an 
elective body based on sound principles of 


representation. It was suggested by the 


Victorian Farmers Union, and also bv 
many farmers in Victoria, that the elec- 
tion of members to the Convention should 


be on the proportional system. In New. 


South Wales they went further, and said 
that to secure proper country representa- 
tion on the Convention it would be neces- 
sary to subdivide each State into electoral 
districts. We find in connexion with 
the Senate ihat the city votes monopolize 
the representation in that Chamber, and 


’ that the country districts are really with- 
-out representation. In consequence ot 


‘that, and not because the people of 
New Sonth Wales desire a continuance 
of the present conditions, the referendum 
proposals were defeated by an over- 
whelming majority in that State. — It 
was felt by the primary producers of New 
South Wales that if the referendum pro- 
posals were carried they might »be used 


against them. The Cauntry party, to 


_ power 


which [I have the honour to belong, is 
absolutely ‘opposed to price-fixing in any 
shape or form. It was felt by many pro- 
ducers that if the Government were given 
the power to continue price-fixing they 
would be in the same position as they 
were in under the War Precautions Act. 

This afternoon the Prime Minister 
boasted of the fact that the con- 
sumers in Australia had. been saved 
something like £4,700,000 in the prices 
they had ,paid for certain products. 
Out of’ whose pockets did that saving 
come? When reference .is made to 
cheap butter and other such commodities 
we have to realize that the consumer is 
receiving an advantage to the detriment 
of the primary producer. We object to 
placing any Government in unrestrained 
especially a Government such as 
-this—which has, to a large extent, been 
demoralized, and which, during the war 
period, was really a dictatorship. We 
_ object. to placing unlimited power in the 
hands of any Government till we have 
a Constitution framed to properly safe- 
guard the interests of the people. We 
ke Dr. Earle Page. ‘ 








are in favour of proportional representa- © 
tion of rural interests in both Chambers, 
and the primary producers of. Australia 
are not prepared to grant any Govern- 
ment. unlimited power until we can secure ~ 
proper representation of rural interests  —_ 





-in both Chambers. ( 


Mr. Warkins.—Why do you not ad- 
vocate a system of Unification? ~ 
Dr. EARLE PAGE.—I¢ has been said 
that men differ more concerning words 
than anything else—the important thing _ 
1g to agree on the principle. The members 
of the Country party know exactly what ~ 
they require, but they may differ in the ©. 
terms employed in expressing their needs. — ; 
As a representative of the Country party, 
I think it desirable to say; at the outset, 
what we fayour, because we are prepared — 
to stand or fall by bur actions. Wead- 
vocate the abolition’ of price-fixing, a ~~ 
policy of real economy, and the restora- __ 
tion of the prerogatives of Parliament. 

All’ the speeches I have heard since the 

debate was opened, including the state- 

ment just made by the Prime Minis- 

ter concerniig the approaching de = 
parture of the Treasurer (Mr, Watt) s 
for London, convince me of the neces- . : 
sity for the action which this party 

is taking to secure parliamentary control — 
of Supply. We owe between £700,000,000/ 
and £800,000,000 sterling, and have ~~ 
to meet. an annual interest bill of © = 
£30,000,000, or twice the total revenue ie 
the Commonwealth was receiving from all 
sources at the outbreak of the war. That ~~ 


« 
Bie? 1 imitans ic Pee 


is the position we have to face, and itis 
idle to denounce past extravagance when —_—_ 
we should be looking to the future. 
Whether Queensland has been more ex- 
travagant than the Commonwealth is not = 


‘a matter that should worry us. Wehave 


to. consider whether -this Parliament is 
going to be extravagant in) the future. | © 
it is time parliamentary government was ~ 
restored, and the control of the-public = 
purse properly placed. We expect as- 
sistance in this direction from honorable _ 
members in this corner, and from others __ 
who ought to be here. Ever since IT. 
entered this! House,/I have been re- 
minded of Browning’s lines, as my glance — ‘oe 
runs along the Government benches— = 
Just for a handful of silver he left us. Ca 
Just for.a ribbon to stick in his coat; 
Found the one gift of which Fortune bereftus, —_ 
Lost. all the others, she lets us devote. | ‘ae 


































































are many men upon. my left. aby 
ve repeatedly insisted upon the prin- 
ples. es for which this Corner party stands. 
e expect, | those honorable members to 
pport us in this ‘matter. It seems to 
e that the first step towards economy is 
r us to ‘consider how much is to be 
“i and oe) to insist that it shall be 
3 _ The Coney party has’ 


ee. enwiny Pantrol over the spending 
wer of this Parliament, even though 
here is very little of the current year 
OW left,--<It has been‘ forced to that at- 


resent Government. 
he past three years the Estimates have 
been. presented at a very late period in- 
“deed. Only in July, 1917, were the Esti- 
nates for 1916-17 passed—a month after 
eae year ad ended. Tite Esti- 


1918. 19 “were not - ae aa the 25th 
ecember, or Christmas Day. I take it 
that the debate upon them did not occupy 
long on that occasion. ~ 

Mr. Hector Lamonp.—It poe been the 
ame ever since 1901. 


OP Dro), ARLE PAGE.—In_ 1919-20 
vhat is the position? It is now March, 
nd we have not yet considered the Esti- 
nates for the current year, They were 
Bc cnied: to the House in October last, 


pon ae “The Country party asks for 
ery : little. It seeks an assurance that 


hey shall | be submitted for our considera- 
ion at an early date, so that our expen- 
iture may be made to fit in with the 
evenue that, is available. During my 


pon ‘the subject of political economy, 
et what. I have read has only tended 
confuse ‘me. But I have picked up 
ne rule from Dickens, which is a very 
ound one—the rule laid down. .by Micaw- 
r, that if a man has an income_of £1 
“hing and ec hare! 19s. 6d. the re- 


. 6d. “the result is misery. Pe 


5 ‘ae. obama member for IMawarra 


nee sin of the Oration ent in 1901. 


war. 


rilst. goo. | times were nad Paporenced | 


silat  dennieablel 
Bub now that we are faced with the pos- 
sibility of having to repudiate a liability 
of £30,000,000, surely it is time for every - 
party ee consider what taxation should 
be levied, and also'the way in which our 
Commonwealth ‘revenue shall be ee 
bursed before it is spent. | e 
- We want to get dawn to bedrock in Vena 
rather because, after all, this question 
of Government expenditure is one of the 
prime causes of the high cost of living © 
and of industrial unrest. Profiteering is 
always with us, though it reaches its 
zenith only upon. occasions when there is 


itude by looking up the records of the\ either a natural or artificial shortage in 
I find that during 


production. It is practically admitted 
that the high cost of living is due to. 
three causes, namely, the inflation of the 
paper currency, the expenditure by the | 
Government of huge sums raised, either 
by taxation or by loan, and the diminu- | 
tion in production in every country in 
the world consequent upon the —with- 
drawal of so many men from the ranks of 
industry for the fighting line. Perhaps 
another reason is the addition to the 
overgrown Civil Service departments, © 
which every ‘Government within the 
British Empire has sanctioned during the 
This is not a matter in which the 
Commonwealth Government alone de- 
serve either censure or pity. To an ex-— 
tent, perhaps, it was inevitable on ac- 
count of the numerous activities in which 
the Government had to engage. But the | 
Estimates for the current year provide 
for an expenditure of £4,500, 000 -upon 
war activities, notwithstanding that the 
war ended many months ago. In regard 
to the inflation of the currency, we can-— 
not accomplish much at the present 
time, except by restricting the issue of 
further paper money. Whether we shall 
gain much by the issue of 5s.-notes with- 
out any tangible backing for them, is to 
my mind very questionable. But the eX- 
penditure by the Governmerit of huge 
sums raised either by loan or taxation 
is a matter with which we can deal im- 
mediately, and is one which this Parlia- 
ment alone ought to control. Bi 
_Then there is the question of the re: 
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turned soldiers, those who © have | 
been taken. into our big Depart- 
ments, especially the “Army. I) am» 







pleased indeed to see so many returne 
‘men amongst the members of this House 
because I believe that from them will be 
obtained some Be areas solution of th 





















18 Sunny 


Sy A 





our returned soldiers to get a much bet-— 





well intentioned towards them the Go- 
' yernment may be. 


_ During the war- a practice has 
- grown up in. our. Civil, Service 
which, to my mind, militates against 





_ the efficiency which it was possible to ob- 
tain previously. In pre-war days each 
reproductive Government Department 
had the right to draw up to its own esti- 
mates, which were usually based on the 


maintenance of its supplies for the pre- 


Baht year. But during the war these 


8 Departments have been starved, with the 


result that every one of them is now liv- 
ing from hand to mouth, and the post- 
ponment of the consideration of the Es- 
timates until late in the year tends to 
perpetuate this evil system and to pre- 
_ vent the responsible officers of the differ- 
te ent Departments from purchasing their 
_ supplies in a favorable market, and thus 
_-Xeeping their stocks up to the required 
standard. 

. We all know perfectly well that 
» adequate provision has not been made 
- for the establishment of country tele- 
he phone lines and postal services. This 
is a matter which has not received the 
attention that it deserves, seeing that it 
eonstitutes a most important factor in the 
settlement of people upon the land. 
_ As a practitioner who has been under the 
‘necessity of visiting many outback places, 
_ I know that the absence of facilities, espe- 
_ cially for telephone connexion, is one of 
_ the biggest factors in driving people off 
the land. Dozens of families live under 
a horrible sense of fear of impending 
_ calamity. Time after time I have known 
_ people’s lives to be jeopardized. In two 
eases | have known women to die when 
left absolutely alone, while the husband 
was riding 20 miles away to try to find 
a telephone to ring up a doctor. That 
ort of thing should not be possible in a 
civilized community, and ought to be ab- 
solutely impossible in a Christian com- 
munity. It should not be tolerated 
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in @ land like Australia, which, 
as regards its rural population, in 
proportion, sent more men to the 


Front than any other part of the Empire. 
These men and women are the producers 
penne, proper consideration. | Because 


Dr. Harte hats 


_PREPRESENTATIVES. "i 


: ‘ problem of PURE Fe keh walle enable 0 


ter deal than they are getting, however 


ton. 


f our wealth, and deserve, and should 


re absence of early consideration 























































The only reason fae Fi 
possible for what has been going 0 
that the Estimates have cg bre 

down in too blank a form, o 

country members who Haws mee hes 

House none have insisted years bine 


or sixty Ueodilt ia and on whushe t 
might not be more than about £10 a 





have been brought down, members ¢ 
know where the money is going 
spent. The Estimates are rushed and 
closured through frequently in a couple a 
of days. That has been done 
Government which, for the tim 
ing, has had the good fortune 
have an ere ae ye 


ment. Undee a proper. system he 
that we shall be able to get Estimates 
will Mewlavy the fullest a ee 


As eit the jmamaipration pr 
which the Government have in min 
is quite useless to attempt to bring to 
country immigrants from overseas v 
some provision is made to alter 
pletely either the governmental me 
or the system of. government: betel Ly 


ae New South Wales 
picked agricultural (ee 


that 85 per cent. of these men settled 
to farm on 20-ft. allotments _ in |, 
street, Newtown, or in ten- story 
ings in George- street or Pitt-street. 
ney, and that only about 15 per e 
to the country. Of that 15 per 
would rei found vos 12 De cent. 





He shen, ala ey ites ‘They told me, 
when I was in charge of several big 
: camps, that unless country conditions 
altered very considerably in Australia 
a ey were never coming back. I under- 
es ‘stand that the same thing takes place in 
Victoria, and that although in the last 
sixteen years the population of Victoria 
“has. increased by 190,000, the population 
of Melbourne has increased by 212,000. 
yet is of no use to bring these men out 
nS unless some provision is made to make 
ts land attractive, and get them on to 
‘ an Honorable members have noticed the 
‘maps placed in the Queen’s Hall by 
_ the. North-West Railway Development 
. League. All I have to say about that 
4 ,: proposition j is that it will have my earnest 
' support if it is a good country develop- 
"ment proposition. JI draw particular 
attention to the map of Canada, which 
: shows that through the increase of 
ia _ tailways and the provision of cheap 
electric power and decent telephonic and 
postal facilities, there has been an 
| i a enormous increase in the rural population. 
_ Gountry interests have been given proper 
consideration by the Government of the 
day in that Dominion, and now we find 
: that under the farmers’ Government in 
ok wi “Ontario there is a tremendous increase in 
‘land settlement, and a very satisfactory 
stream of immigration, 








































“The party to which I have the honour 


iB 


to belong, while it stands for economy, 


enon for. real cay not for panieleocs 


ae right thane to do ig to 
bean the igeas value out of the Be 


“anything alse in the Public Service is a 
reasonable decentralization of authority. 


ot the tet to spend a penny of 
ublic money. This applies both in 
State and Federal pa rements In 


| ca Ha telephone — line. 
would have cost 1s. for. a man 
go down and separate the wires, 
ae there was no provision for 


master to spend 1s. on an essential work. 


I have known the whole telephonic com- 
munication of the north coast to be hung 
up for three days, simply because it would. 
have cost 8s. to send a man out to cut a 
tree off the line, and the official in charge 
had not the power to spend the money. 
The same thing applies in the higher 
grades of the Service, and all the Go- 
vernment Departments seem to. suffer 
from the disease of wanting to indite 
memoranda. The main thing seems to 
be to become a good minute writer. What 
is necessary is exactly what the Economy 
Commission has suggested—a commis- 
sion of management of business men, who 
will insist that each. officer shall prove 
himself worth his salary, or be disrated. 
That is the only way in which real | 
economy is ever likely to be obtained. If 
that is done, we shall not find such state- 


ments as the following in- the Economy 


Commission’s report regarding the Nayy 
Department :— 


This Commission, as yet, has been unable 
to inspect more than a small part of the De- 
partment’s activities, but evidence supplied by 
highly-placed and reliable officers is of a most 
disquieting nature, indicating that in many 
of the branches of the Department’s work no 
attempt whatever is made to check unneces- 
sary expenditure and extravagance. In the — 
words of one officer, “ There is no administra- 
tive control, and «as a consequence no one 
considers the question of cost.” 


That is the class of economy which the 
members of this party would support, 
and I, for one, would like to receive from 
the Government the assurance that we 


' shall get it. 


Sir Josepx Coox.—Do you not think 
that the Commission should tell us some- 
thing about the matter? What you have 
read is all that we know about it. | 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—When a Go- © 
vernment appoints, a Royal Commission 
to make an inquiry at great public ex-. 
pense, it is its business to secure capable 
men for the job. 

Sir Josepu Coox.—They simply say 
that they have not. inquired into this 
matter. — ; pen 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—What we desire — 
is honesty and’ straightforwardness. The 
interests of the primary producers, and 


then of the secondary producers, must be 


thoroughly protected and encouraged. 
Any Government that gives such en- 
couragement and protection, and shows. 
that it hes at heart the welfare re the 


















subi and. the ven “interests. Toes the 





Government that nee not do ice things | 
will fnd us opposed to its continuance in- 
- office. 

Mr, LAZZARINI (Werriwa) ‘TS. Bg] 
It may clear the’ air somewhat if I state 
at the outset that I represent vasti landed 
interests. My constituents are practically 
all farmers. They are farmers of an ad- 
‘vaneed school of thought, and of more 
than average intelligence, and know 
what they want, and how their interests 
will be best served. Therefore, they 
have sent me to this House as a move 
towards putting, into power the Aus-— 
tralian Labour party, which they wish to 
see administering -the public affairs. 1 
shall deal briefly with the three counts 
of the indiétment against the present, 
Government, namely, the encouragement 
of profiteering and undue sympathy with 
the moneyed interests, maladministra- 


_ tion in connexion with the handling of 


our primary products, and injudicious 
expenditure. This Government has done 
its best, not to prevent. profiteering, but 
t> assist the profiteers. There are fruit- 
growers as well as farmers in my elec- 
torate, and during .the past few weeks I 
have beer inundated with letters asking 
“me to get something done for them. It 
is thoucht ‘by many that immediately a 
man is elected to Parliament he can do 
a ereat deal. Were the Labour party in 
power, of course the Government policy 
_ would aid these people, and they would 

have had Yoliet by now; but, unfor- 
tunately, the Labour party is in Opposi- 
tion, and therefore I cannot get much 
done for them. They point out that 
their fruit is rotting on the ground be- 
cause they cannot get sugar to preserve 
it. In the past, 
customed to preserve large quantities of 
fruit for their own use, and to turn the 
surplus into cash. _ Apparently, the 
Government is Seen the larger store- 
keepers in the cities. The statement has 
been published in the newspapers, and I 
have not seen a refutation of it _by those 


who could refute it if it were incorrect, 


that certain persons are keeping back be- 
tween 26, 000 and 30.009- tons of sugar | 
for a riso in price. Jt’is useless for the 
Government, to say that they can do 
nothing to prevent this sort of thing, 


4 ey Pe ee es allege that. hey are 





"being unfairly f; 


there have been ac- ) 


~ with. which’ I was connected 


-be- | 
cause ib has a big controlling Mihi iantini 


Me 






they should get, seat cat 

“mate business from the 
- petitors. This morning 
following letter. I shall n a ak 
now the name of my corresponde 
I think that there would be no 
getting authority to do so a 
























































































For the past six months, ‘the 
as no doubt you are aware, has be 
acute. It has been with the utmost di 
possible for us to keep our trade tog 
ing that period. We have been ‘ho ing 
as the Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
took the demand caused by ‘shortage 
out of the seamen’s strike that our 
would reach somewhere in the 
normal. However, we have been 
aie: one-third of our normal su 
are prepared to vouch that large qu 
sugar are being forwarded by Syd 
houses to customers who ordinarily ( 
business with us. It has reached - 
now that customers inform: us Boa 
warding their grocery orders to 3 
are able to obtain their full. iauene 
doubtedly, you will see the gta 
that is being done to the countr 
account of the supplies coming from tk 
It seems to us that one of two things, 
is happening, viz.: ‘The city retail 
obtaining more than normal supplie 
in order to do this business, or they 
tailing their city cnstemers, in order U 
new busniess in the country, V 
‘pr oached different channels, with 
having more equitable ~ distributio 
to the present we have failed. At th 
time, we have been without sugar f 
and all the time sugar is rolling 
customers who were * doing a larg 
with us. We shall be_ “glad i 
use your endeavours to have th 
remedied. We know that many traders 
country are in the same position as ot 
and we would not force this questic 
felt that every one was being treated ali 
far as shortage is concerned. If this 
‘continues much longer, it will mean 1 
to a large number of “country. storekee 


Tam further asked. to place | 
tions upon the notice-paper, 
have already done. The writer 
letter are not talking wildly. <i 
perience is the experience of 


while myself.” 
in the letter is Peake RO gt: ele 
Mr. Fenron.—It meays that if. 
order is sent to the city, 
‘is returned with the goods. ay 
Mr.» 
facts speak for themselves. 
pe not. wish the tise 












a) sey. and less & the bolstering 
‘the big, fat city interests.* 
am not satisfied with the Government 
. - administration of another large interest. 
i «Tread i in the Sydney Morning Herald of 
4 18th February the following statement, 
Bi ap has not been contradicted, and 
whi ch I, therefore, assume the Prime 
J Minister ' stands by :-— 
. : The Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes, was yes- 
iH bet rday asked if it is a fact that the Federal 
Government was bearing the expenses incurred 
_ in the laying-up of shipping as a result of the 
Ri strike. ‘The Prime Minister replied, ‘In re- 
i gard to both its own vessels and idle ship- 
ping” generally, the Government is incurring 
very heavy loss. 
‘fi this connexion I yesterday asked the 
Pa following questions of the Prime Min- 
_ister:— 
he ‘Whether it is a fact that the Federal Go- 
__vernment is bearing any or all of the expenses 
— incu urred by private shipping companies as a 
‘result of the laying-up of that shipping as a 
result of the strike? 
ey 2. If any, how much? 
3.‘And, if any, or all, why? 


4 I direct attention to the fact that the 


vi “answer given to those questions by the 
a Minister do not bear out the state- 






ms 





















plied to my Dapeean 
oe shipping companies’ expenses have ioe 


such ships are 





a Ryan.—That is the point. 
 LAZZARINI.—Yes; that is where 
amouflage comes in. ‘The right 
ble gentleman went on to say— 
ar no hire has been paid to. the 
s of requisitioned vessels, but the ex- 
ses ‘of watching and safeguarding cargo will 


e to be paid by. the Inter-State Central Com- 
: ee out of revenue derived from fares and 


» said that answer is not in keeping 
the statement quoted from the Syd- 
THeneg Herald. It is rambling and 
e nd is capable of almost any in- 
tation, aad in that respect is charac- 


‘ives. to any charges made here 
Nk eae in the country. 


the answers which the Prime 





The right honorable gentleman, in his 
address to this House, referred to the 
wealth in this country, and we have to- 
night had the business .of the House in- 
terrupted in order to enable him to make 
a statement to the effect that the Trea- 
surer (Mr. Watt) is going for an inter- 
national joy-ride to America and Eng- 
land. I suppose he is to go cap-in-hand 
to the capitalist interests of those coun- 
tries to get cash to carry on the affairs of 
Australia. There are those in Australia 
to-day, who know as much about finance 
as does the Treasurer or the Prime Min- 
ister, who are of opinion that there is 
sufficient accumulated wealth in this 
country to enable us, if it is properly 
used, to finance ourselves. I claim again 
that the Government have deliberately 
prevented that fact being made known to 
the country.. In my reading I came 


across rather startling things recently. 


Honorable members will recollect that 
when the war was on we took a census of 
the man-power of the Commonwealth, 
and also of its wealth. Somebody was 
rather inquisitive, and I suppose too in- 
quisitive for the Government, and wanted 
to know what was written on the wealth 
census cards. Information was desired 
to discover what the total of the accumu- 
lated wealth of the nation was, and the 
source of the incomes of all the ‘people of 
this country. This person wrote to the 
Commonwealth Statistician, who, no 
doubt, was the best authority to consult, 
to secure this information. I shall quote 
an extract from his letter. On the 27th 
March, 1919, he wrote to the Common- 
wealth Statistician— 


Following on advice contained in your letter 


of 20th ult., I obtained the books mentioned — 


therein; but I am unable to find the whole of 
the required information. I desire to know 
the sources of all income of all persons in Aus- 
tralia To this end, could you tell me where 
or how I can obtain the total of all the answers 
to all the questions. contained in the wealth 
and income cards in respect to income? 


On 3rd April Mr. Knibbs replied in the 
following terms :— 


With reference to your letter of 27th March. 


I regret to:say that the particulars in respect — 


_to income required by you as to details of the 
‘wealth and income cards were not tabulated at 
the war census. 


Why? 


I claim that the reason was that 
the information the cards contained was ~ 
so startling that the Government would | 









































OZ Supply. Pha SS 
not permit “0 bor. ba iabwlated dud a Hos persons in “receipt of thes 
_ lished. There was some other informa- must be always kept befa 
tion that was tabulated and given full. They must be among the ‘humble 
publicity, and that was information as to upon themselves and in their 
the man power of the nation.* We could brand of *yoverty. If they . 
have all the information that we desired picture above the inaubalieas 
where the lives of our people might be new suit of clothes or seek to mi 
at stake, but we should know nothing homes attractive some spy ‘Te 
about the wealth of the nation. I state matter and their pensions are 
again my absolute conviction that this Much has been said in regar 
eourse was deliberately followed for two mary production and the ‘position 
reasons. The first was to protect the wan on the land. One honora 
huge wealthy interests of this country, ber sitting on the sub-G 
and the second reason was, that the ans- benches made a rather touching 
wers given to the questions on the wealth about people flocking from t 
census cards weré so startling that had the cities. I indorse the argin 
they been published they would have the honorable,member for Co 
caused great trouble in this country. This, Karle Page) that to some exten 
in my opinion, is another proof of the flux into the cities is due to the 
gharge contained in the amendment that ditions under which country p 
the Nationalist Government have deli- owing to the lack of proper m 
--berately set themselves up to aie Jom “communication | with their felk 
| vested interests and bolster up profiteer-. their remoteness from doctors a 
ing. They have not only done nothing advantages of civilization, | Ne 
to prevent profiteering, but have deli- “side of a lunatic asylum will sa 
berately laid themselves out to asaist. 4.) nag dad production +3 Teme necesst 


Having some regard for the feelings of only fer Australia, but for “the 


“honorable members, I shall not, by quot- world. Both primary and. secondary 
ing figures of the imjudicious expenditure duction must be increased, and 


of the Government, weary them by the man- -power of a. nation that. do 
repetition of matter which has already the production. Four years ago w 
been before them; but I want to say that i514 that we had to win the we 
w'ile money has undoubtedly beens toh maven Abeennln and the w rid 
Tey elily expehded. and the interests of the sleet a Lomnee lanes akin to) it 

taxpayers and the people generally have hock ake that, and vieaent 
~ not been conserved, some public expendi- fo dat ' y im Hepsi ae 
‘ture has been very judiciously made in ,, Y. oe ae oy sete : aida 
channels where a little liberality would whe Slant ae ba y No Be 
have carried comfort and cheer into homes. YOU, Saved ae Mee a 
which, - because of Government cheese-. heads ,down and ‘work like 
for it.” The only way in 


paring in this connexion, are desolate. I PY tOF d. n Ith’ 
refer to the administration, for which °C" produce the wea Be 


the Government must hold themselves re- Stabilize our finances and cow t 
3 Pons of the old-age and invalid pen- influence of the over-issue of “P 
sions, and the war pensions of soldiers is by making production wort 
and soldiers’ widows. I have had a num- order to do that we must elim 
_ber of hard cases brought under my large element of gambling that 
‘aotice which I will not weary the House the incidence: of primary produ 
_ by referring to in detail, but which, if my claim that it can be eliminatec 
statement is questioned by honorable primary producer must be 1 
members opposite, I shall be prepared to he must be protected against 
produce. Instances have been brought unfortunate conditions. — Go 
ander my notice in which pensions have electorate I represent, go to 
‘een refused, or have been: paid only in, dreds of miles beyond -sunse i 
part for paltry” reasons, or for no ap- will not wonder why the people 
parent reason at‘all. It seems to me to jing to the cities. It is no 
fate been the deliberate set policy of the the absence of telephones’ 
peat ocnmiens in fax Pl raniL une of this beoause the Any 
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he “eg igh havi toch Li anne, ‘be pre- 
“a to embark on ee ventures that 


3 Eerie Minister | Pa talked about 
ae ‘money the Labour party were to ex- 


pend. Every penny of that expenditure 


would be: returned tenfold. There are 
+ eertain pressing problems which are so 
large that they can be handled only by 
this Parliament. We must go in for the 
ston of water. The Egyptians 
ae 7,000. years ago could have taught the 
present National Government a lesson in 
"(ooking after the interests of the peonle. 
- They controlled their country better in 
i the interests of the primary producer and 
Pouk people generally than the Common- 
wealth Government are doing to-day. 
_ The droughts are a good ‘thing for the 
- —parasitical middlemen who batten on the 









I) ed ‘primary producer and the worker. —§ To. 


_ the gentlemen who ‘control cold storage, 
Rat whose, stores are chock full of meat 
an that the Australian people cannot get, 
_ What matters it if three sheep die in the 
far West so long as they can get for one in 
cold storage the ordinary price of four? 
Cold storage is too large a thing to be 
controlled by private individuals. °© We 
aust, as a nation, control it, and build 
national storehouses at whatever cost, So 
that i in years of plenty, when Providence 
"blesses the land with a bountiful rainfall 
' and rich harvests, we may lay aside a 
surplus for use in the lean years. We can 
ee. allow the primary producer to export, but 
‘we e must conserve in Australia one-seventh 
or one-tenth, or whatever proportion of 
(0 ea may be necessary, as a Te- 
se] We can pay the producer the 
} Ree rates offering in good years, and 
then when the time tof Genine comes the 
ational storehouse will be*full, and from 
them the producers can be supplied with 
what they require to keep their starving 
ae ace. To-day they are obliged to 
pay. £10 or £12 per ton for hay “which 
they. had to sell for £3 or-£4, and because 
_ some persons had a little spare cash with 
which to buy up stocks when prices were 
in A ae are now able to Dre hundreds 
























others. we it was in connexion with 


siderably increased. 
there is no provision to meet the case of 


| person, 


.of property, 


ow oe ak am not a vindictive man, but 
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I have noticed that the only element im 
human aftairs that made no sacrifices im 
connexion with the war was. wealth. 


Wealth accumulated while human life — 


was being wasted. I use the word 


“wasted” because, although we all admit — 


that the sacrifice was necessary, life was 
wasted. At the same time wealth was 
being piled up. Now, while men are 


making all the sacrifices that can be 


asked of human beings, those men who 
raise produce from the land, who are 
pioneering the out-back portions of the 
country, and are building up its pro- 
sperity—they and the secondary pre- 


‘ducers in the city factories, are the only 


ones who are deriving no_ benefit. 
They are getting practically nothing. 
Indeed, they are probably worse off than 
they were many years ago. Two classes 
in the community—the primary | pro- 


ducers and the consumers—have to bear 
‘the whole burden of taxation,,and the ~ 
bulk falls upon the wage-earners, because 


they are unable to pass it on. 

I desire now to refer to a>glaring 
anomaly in the administration of the 
electoral law. I refer to’ the provisions 
regarding postal voting. I was returned 
with a fair majority, and; but for the 
anomaly to which I refer, the number of 
votes in my favour would have been ¢on- 
It appears that 


illiterate or enfeebled persons, who are 
unable to write their own names, and who 
desire to use the postal vote. It seems 
strange that the mark of an illiterate 
if witnessed by an accredited 
person, should be regarded as valid 
in a will disposing, perhaps, of hun- 
dreds of thousands of pounds worth 
and yet in some 
cumstances it ‘should be valueless im 
connexion with the postal vote. Those 
who had inside information, and took the 
precaution to have the marking of the 
ballot-paper witnessed by a justice of the 
peace, were-in a happier position, becanse 
their votes were accepted, but I know 
that at least twenty votes in my favour 
were turned down because the ballot- 
papers were not witnessed in this way. 
This appears to me to be a fraud on the 
Electoral Act, and, 
are in power at the next general election, 


I hope the anomaly will’ be removed Ft — 
is essential that: we should have men of 
yea ie in charge of the electoral , 
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cir- 


if this Government. 
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anything useful. . 


Supply. 


machinery, and. resondibly it is desirable 


that they should be amply remunerated 
when they are called upon to work night 
after night in preparation for an elec- 
iion. The amount allowed to Returning 
Officers and their assistants is not suffi- 
cient. The Government should consider 
the advisability of providing for overtime 


payment, as in the case of other civil 


servants. 

Tt seems to me that very little 1s being 
done to lift this country out of its present 
chaotie condition, and, in my opinion, 
the Government should not be granted 
the full amount of Supply asked for with- 
out some adequate guarantees concerning 
the future. I am. very much afraid that, 
if Supply is granted for three months, 
the same old policy of drift will be, 
adopted, and that the Government, like 
Micawber, will still be waiting for some- 
thing to turn up. They appear to have 
embraced the doctrine of the fatalist, and 
say, in effect, “What matters to- 
morrow, if to-day be sweet?” During the 


election, wonderful things were promised 


by the Prime Minister and members of 
the Nationalist party. The people were 
promised heaven before election day, and 
they appear to have got the opposite since 
then, as they are-now at the mercy of 
the profiteers. All the alleged statesman- 
ship and ability of the Prime Minister 
and his colleague, the Treasurer, seem 
to have dissolved in thin air. The Go- 
vernment are inert and helpless. The 
Prime Minister’s promises are so much 
dead-sea fruit in the mouth of the nation. 
The Prime Minister said members 
upon this side of the House’ had 
always supported proposals for the altera- 
tion of the Constitution. He knows, 
however, that there was no likeness be- 
tween the propositions placed before the 
people at the time of the last’ election 


and those involved in the previous re- 
-ferenda. 


In the first place, there were 
conditions attached to the recent ques- 
tions which had never been associated 
with the Constitution proposals of the 
Labour Administration. And it was for 
the reason that I had no faith in the 
present Government and its purposes 
that I, for one, told my constituents that 
they would be very foolish if they voted 
‘“Yes.’’? in the expectation of securing 
T warned them that 
the Government would use their powers 


to tyrannize still further the rank and 
file of the people, whose interests: they 


Mr. 


oe 


Lazzarini. 
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posed amendments of tue Co itut 
the Government would merely take # 
opportunity to further - strengther 
uphold the profiteers. — 
placed its Constitution. amendmen 
posals before the people the pro 
press of Australia strongly oppose 
The capitalistic interests of the 
were antagonistic. These are th 
terests which spend much money at 
tion times, but take good care re 
themselves over and over again by 
ing high prices. _ These same i 
opposed the present Government’s 
amendment proposal 
any rate, they indicated oppositi 
remember reading in a mat ay 
the Prime Minister, had : 
himself behind locked Sooees 
Chamber affair—to a very 


circle of einai interests . 


Hueee those present focal Ae aE 


posals were of a very limited ch ract 
that the suggested additional pow 


une support the Govermunnaenl any 
fact in itself made me suspicious, a 
another consideration with me was thi 
promise of the Government that Ban 


the Government failed to call a 
tion before the end of 1920, the 
powers would automatically lap 
have lately experienced what h 
ally amounted to government fro 
seas. What would have happen 
Government’s proposals had beer 
Honorable members oppos 
pretty well that nothing is do 
Hughes. is away. Obvious 
if the Prime Minister saw fit 
himself from Australia a © 
would not be called. Mr, ‘Hu 
doubt, would, have taken ey 


vention . would eve. aa bivek pit 
vote of the people would have 
dered useless,-: and probably - ther 
have become so disgusted that th 
refuse for another twenty years | 
any further Lala pegt | alters ve n 


ment, as set out in nthe vel 
















































ition of affairs in Australia to-day. 
is, I suppose, the irony of fate that 
tho se individuals who control the public 
asiness of the Commonwealth tee 


YF enerous: country, and who hive heen 


ee Ay They aod tee a pre- 
I ded ¢ cure for the ee as economic, 


um pe benches, ned upon the sub-Go- 
vernment tA flanking ee) when I 
re: of the 
Jovernment are prepared to i in order 
‘to satisfy their outside masters, the 
varicious profiteers, I am forced to ex- 
elaim, with a throb that is a pain in every 
pea my being, “ God help. my native 
nd! ie LE te See 


ise with pleasure to support the motion 
censure upon the Government. As the 
onorable member for Hume (Mr. Parker 
Moloney) stated yesterday, the sins of 
omission and commission for which this 
: Paine National Government, are Te- 


lo which Hoda and aruba: to 
ieee ee criticism. I intend to deal with 


It is a matter which 
supporters of the Government must 


$ no genuine reason why Parliament 
uld have been dissolved last year be- 


There was no reason why the 
Rshould not have been paid in 


is a honorable members oppo- 


That promise was that the lowest paid 


ay to cove with the alarming» 


prpted (Lo Seema: to offices of 


‘Mr, ‘LAVELLE (Calare) [9.42]—I 


; “ae ioe too long, and for which | 


cept a share of responsibility. There 
the war gratuity question had been. 


Honorable members on this side 
he gratuity, not as a bonus— 


: or to snare the small nations sk right 


among those who enlisted would receive 
6s. per day. I maintain that the men — 
have not been paid that amount. They 
certainly received their 6s., but the Go- 
vernment and their supporters allowed the 
profiteers so to raise the prices of com- _ 


tmodities that the purchasing power of 


6s. at the close of the war only > 
equalled the purchasing power of 
4s. 6d. at the outbreak of hostilities. 


Consequently, I maintain that the lowest- 
paid soldiers were deprived of at least 


is. 6d. per day, and that it is the duty of 


the Government to see that the gratuity © 


is paid to them. There is no justification — 
for the Government saying that it is their 


intention to pay this gratuity in war 
bonds. No reason has been advanced for 
not paying it in cash. The men'are en-— 
titled to the money, and the least we can. 
do is to insist that it shall be paid to: digi 
im cash, allowing them to do what: they... 
like with it. If they care to spend it in 
paying deposits on homes, or in buying > 
furniture, or, as one honorable member 
on the other side said during the election’ 
campaign in my electorate, in hotels, it is 
their money, and they can do with it what 
they please. The money should have been 
paid to them before this, and the Govern- 
ment are richly deserving of censure for 
failing to pay it. Some honorable mem- 


bers have said that the money required for — 
paying this gratuity in cash cannot be— 


found, but seeing that we were able to 
mortgage the credit of Australia to the 
extent of, approximately, £400,000,000 to 
earry on a work of destruction ‘during the 
war, surely it is not too much to ask that 
£25 ,000, 000 should be raised for the pur- 
pose of assisting in the work of recon- 

struction? I mean what I say when I 
speak of our war debt as something which © 
was incurred to carry on a work of de- 
struction. Every honorable member will © 
agree that war is destructive in the truest — 
sense of the word. Not only is the manu- — 


factured wealth of the country destroyed — 
on the field of battle, not only are ships | 


laden with merchandise torpedoed and sent 
to the bottom of the sea, but the most virile — 
of the nation’s manhood lay down their > 
lives on the battlefield or were ‘crippled 
and maimed for life; and it matters not 
what may be the excuse or justification — 


} 


for war, if it be to make Democracy safe 
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a work of destruction. If we were able 
to raise the money necessary for carrying 
-on the war, the Government should and 
could easily have raised the money re- 
quired to pay the gratuity to the soldiers. 
I told the soldiers in my electorate that I 
would avail myself of every opportunity 
to force the hands of the Government to 
pay the gratuity as speedily as possible 
aud in cash. 
There were men who called themselves 
patriots, who marched down: to the water’s 
edge with the soldiers who were going 
away and waved flags and cheered on their 
departure and ‘their return, but who went 
to the water’s edge only and then. re- 
turned to their offices and places of busi- 
ness, and under the glittering cloak of 
patriotism exploited the people, the 
soldiers who were away, and their de- 
pendants who were here. I say it is the 
duty of the Government to impose a levy 
ow these men who out of the war and 
through the war made fortunes they never 


previously dreamt of in their richest’ 


dreams of avarice. A levy should be im- 
posed on them to force them to disgorge 
some of their ill-gotten gains, in order to 
see that the just claims of Australian sol- 
diers are not overlooked. By that means 
the Government could have raised the 
money required to give effect to this very 
Important project before now. I. hope 
they will not survive this motion of 


censure. I am sure they will not if 
honorable members belonging to the 
Country arty are true to» their 


election pledges, and are desirous of proy- 
ing their earnestness in this matter of 
economy, on which they set so much stock 
when fighting the election campaign. -I 
have no doubt that they will vote for the 
motion submitted by the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) and prove to 
the farmers and the primary producers 
of Australia that they .are not a 


wing . of‘ the National party, that 
they were sincere when they said 
_ it was their intention to see that 


sane government was restored in <Aus- 
tralia, and that a judicious policy of 
economy should be brought about. But, 
should the Government “be fortunate 
enough to survive the yote of censure, and 
should Australia be unfortunate to wit- 
ness that. survival, when the matter comes 
before the House again I shall take the 
_ opportunity of pressing the claims of the 
soldiers, feeling satisfied from the num- 


‘ Mr. Lavelle, 
} om 
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ithe 


“deavoured| to lay the blame at the doors 


Supply. . ” 
ber of returned soldiers I see on the 
Ministerial benches that I shall have 
every assistance, and that the Labour 
party will be supported in an endeavour ~ 
to amend-the Bill-in order to provide for 
a cash payment When goaded by Labour BS 
members during the election campaign, ag 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) said — 
that provision would be made to pay the 
gratuity in cash to all those whose eases 
were necessitous, but when one realizes 
that at least 88 per cent. of the men who 
went to the war came from the ranks of 
the toiling and struggling masses, it may 
fairly be claimed that the increase in the — 
cost of commodities will make almost’ 
every returned soldier’s case a neces- 
sitous one, and I am sure that we shall 
obtuin the support of honorable mem-- 
bers opposite in our endeavour to insist — 
on a just recognition of the soldiers’ 
claims. Some of them find it very ~~ 
difficult indeed, not to live comfortably, — 
but to exist. Their wives and dependants . — 
are not living as women and children 
shonld live in a _ civilized community. : 
The majority of them, in common with 
the workers of Australia, are simply 
existing. — SRW 

The Prime Minister, in his election 
campaign and in his election mani- , 
festo, said that the Government — 
would take steps to deal with pro- © 
fiteering, and, at Durban; on his way 
out from England, he said that he 
was going to fight the profiteer and 
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the Bolshevik tooth and claw; but | | 
the Governor-General’s , Speech. 6on-" — ™ 
tains no reference to profiteering, — : 


or to the methods to be adopted by an 
Government to deal with “the 
ewl.. In defending his Government’s 
want. of action, the Prime Minister 
stated today that they had no ~~ 
power under the Constitution, to deal ~~ 
with profiteering. He even went so far. 
in his egotism as to quote himself as an 
authority on the constitutional powers of = 
the Commonwealth Parliament, and en- 













of the Labour party. Quoting from 
statements made by himself when he was 
a representative of Labour, several years 
ago, he maintained that because, in his — 
opinion, there was no power under the 
Commonwealth Constitution to deal with 
sucha question at that time, there was no 
power to deal with it to-day. In other — 

words, he claimed to be infallible, a 
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h ia i ven iovenimuents had Uirinis 
wer under the War Precautions Act to 
al with every question that. could pos- 

bly arise in Australia. We find, that 

uring the. recent engineers’ strike the 
ot covered that they had 





ae own Pande ‘The Prime Minister 
-cised. that power to prevent the men 
a from | yoke as they were 4 ane 


Se om, feaid Ras years ago ae the 
| nmonwealth had no power to deal 
with profiteering, it has no power to deal 
with it at the present time. 

The profiteering that is rampant’ in 
Australia, and the increased ~cost of 
ing, constitute the most vital, pressing 
and “important problem. that ‘confronts 
1 _ people of Australia to-day. On > 
hand we see evidence of plenty 


e oe safe for Dicer ateeeaah 
was” aa in defence of freedom and, 


1 tail ty almost £400, 000 ,000 since 
he commencement. of the war. Profiteer- 
ng has been résponsible for the increase. 

; has been responsible for the rich grow- 
¢ richer, and the poor poorer; and, as_ 
has b been said by another honorable mem- 
er, it is the chief cause of the industrial 
rest, which _prevails to-day. I well re- 
‘member a statement made by the Prime 
M inister just before the election, that his 
Government intended, if returned tor 
wer, ‘to appoint a Royal Commission 
ascertain whether profiteering was go- 
on, and whether or not the people 
being robbed. There is no occasion ® 
such a Commission, since it is well 

_ to honorable members, and the 

Galas that propicen ns is 


% 


pote eontention that ‘pro- ° 


must give effect to the policy of great 


: ant. Ti ip Lee oe gt an 





leeever. to 20 ae it for Sade since we’ 
have the experience of our own house- 
holds. Many honorable members find it 
‘almost impossible to live on their scanty 
allowance of £600 a year. If that be so, 
is it reasonable to expect the workers to 
maintain themselves, their wives, and ‘i 
their families, at a reasonable standard of 
comfort on a comparatively small wage, 
“and to remain satisfied with their lot? aye 
far as I am concerned, the appointment — 
of a Royal Commission to ascertain — 
whether profiteering is carried on is un- ; 
necessary. a 
I thought I eal something of ae), 
poverty really meant; but it was a reve- 
lation to.me to see, as I did last year, the 8 
poverty that exists in the homes of many, 
of the workers. It was my lot during \the 
influenza epidemic in June and J ti of 
1919, to go into the homes of many 
workers i in Sydney. In home after home 4 
that I visited, I scarcely saw a stick of — 
furniture. In- many of them, mattresses — 
were thrown on the floor, and there was no — 
food whatever. I realized then. some- 
thing of what poverty really meant. I 
realized then more strongly than ever the 
evils of profiteering. I was more than 
ever convinced that the fortunes made 
during: the last few years had been won 
out of the suffering, the misery, and Mei. 
poverty of the people. Ministers, and 
those who sit behind them, must. shoulder 
_ their share of the responsibility.  Whe- 
ther they care to admit it or not, they 
must realize that every day during which 
they allow this sort of thing to go on, © 
while they have power to prevent it, they Ne 
are morally responsible for the misery 
which prevails. They~are responsible, 
also, for the industrial unrest which, un 
fortunately, exists to-day. 













We have heard again and again, hed ne 
in this House and outside, of the neces- a 
sity of giving effect to the policy ot — 
greater production. We are told on every 


hand that if Australia is to carry on 










as the result of the war, and to take he 
rightful: place amongst the nations, she 


" production. With such a sentiment I _ 
am in entire accord. Honorable mem- — 
bers on this side of the House realize, 
perhaps to a greater extent than do. Hon- 
orable | aa a opponite, the need 
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greater production. I am a representa- 
tive of the most important farming elec- 
torate in New South Wales. From an 
agricultural stand-point, the electorate 
of Calare is the most important in the 
State. 


Mr. Maxrtn.—The people of the elec- 
torate have proved that by returning the 


honorable member. 


Mr. LAVELLE.—And I hope they will 
continue to return me. The party car- 
ried me through. 
as their representative because they 
realized that the party to which I belong 
is the only true Country party. 

Mr. Tupor.—The honorable member 
is an improvement -on his predecessor. 

Mr. LAVELLE.—My predecessor did 
his best, I believe, on many occasions to 
induce the Government to attend to the 
wants of his constituents. The electors, 


- however, thought that the party to which 


I belong was an improvement on the 
party with which he was associated. J 
am satisfied that had he only “seen the 
light” in his younger days—had he 
belonged to the party I am pleased to be 
associated with—he would have been the 
representative of Calare for many years 
to come. I have been through the mill, 
and I thoroughly understand the trials, 
troubles, and tribulations of the man on 
the land, for I have been on the land since 
childhood, and I own land to-day. I have 
had to fight bush fires, floods, bad and 
worse legislation, wheat pools, and over- 
seas» sales of wool whereby we were 
robbed of a large percentage of our pro- 
I claim to be a true representa- 
tive of the farmers; and I say that the 
only way in which effect can be given to 
a policy of greater production and land 
settlement, which must go hand in hand, 
is to make the conditions of life of the 
men, women, and children on the land 
more favorable than they are to-day, and 
also see that they are not robbed of a 
large share of their produce as at present. 
To those who do not represent country 
districts, it will mean a great stretch of 
the imagination to picture the conditions 
of life. Men and women, in many eases 

ate isolated in the bush,,far removed from 
the large towns and places of recreation 
or ainusement and schools, and their chil- 


‘dren have to walk from three to five miles: 


in order to obtain a meagre education. I 
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The people elected me’ 


tative, feel that there is ea Hh to Tes ¢ 
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ask honorable members to imagine “such | 


conditions, and to ask themselves whet cher 


the people so living are going to be ee an ; 


tent with their lot. 


The present evils which I hae de | i 
The reason — 


scribed must be remedied. 
why men are being forced off the land, 


and that production is decreasing, is Mie tam 


cause they find it impossible to carry on 
at a profit. 
port of the Commonwealth Statistician 


to realize the decrease that has taken 
place in productivity in wheat and other — 
In his latest report the Govern- 
that: 170 tee ee 
1914-15 period there were 12,484,512 — 

acres of land under wheat in Australia,- 
~ whereas by the 1919-20 period this had 
What has 


cereals. 


ment Statistician shows 


decreased to 6,570,402 acres. 
been responsible for the result? ; 
honorable member interjected yesterday 


that the drought is responsible, and it — 
certainly is to a very small degree. FE 
know that in the wheat-growing districts, 
and. particularly in my own electorate, 
the people are suffering from a most : 
but this is only a 
‘The © 
principal reason is to be found in the — 
fact, as I said a while ago, that the men 
on the land are not receiving that en- 
couragement they should, and are not 
getting a fair return for their labour in 
the shape of fair prices for their PLOs PUR 
They placed reliance on the un- 


disastrous drought ; 
minor cause of the great decrease. 


ducts. 





We need only refer to the re-- 


fulfilled promises of the Government dur- — 
ing the 1917 election campaign, when — 


they were told they would receive a plen- 


tiful supply of wheatsacks at a Teason- 
All these causes have contri- 


able rate. 





buted to the great and unfortunate de- ‘A 
erease of the area under cultivation; and, Os 


we must insist on the farmers receiving Li ana 
sufficient for their produce to enable them 
Tf they desire to have their ry 
wheat placed in a pool, or\if they desire 


to carry on. 








to see their wheat sold pee ‘taps a 


be done; but we must not have a repeti- 
tion ot ‘the conditions of the last few 
years, when the wheat of the Australian — 
farmers was. sold to the Imperial autho- 







rities at less than half its world’s parity. 


We have been told that we received an 
excellent price, 





and that we should go iD 


down on our knees and thank God and ye 


‘Billy Hughes” that the sale was effected. 
But the farmers, and T, as their represen- 











and att ait at 4s. od. 
el, 

ve not been paid. Even if they 
paid the whole 4s. 9d., it would be 
comfort, when other wheat in the 
’s market is bringing as high as 
_ They were told that they were 
- an everlasting debt to the British 
mment for buying their wheat and 
during the war period; and those of 
ho felt that the farmers ‘had not re- 
d justice, but had been robbed pf 
reater part of their products, were 
d to as disloyalists and traitors, 
re .endeavyouring to cripple the 
in her darkest hour and greatest 
At the same time, however, in 








rs were being held up tothe farmers 
ngland as models of patriotism-—as 
who had sacrificed the greater share 
Leir gate in order to assist the Km- 


dy, ’ 
ey t 


: onisky acquired and sold et 


= that ee are going to receive 50 
cent. of the profits, if any, made by 
Imperial Government, I maintain 
, 80 far as my electors are concerned, 
- are far from being satisfied. 


ye ine New South | Wales “rotted 
member of the Labour patty The 


a the sales that. have eed effected on 
k behalf. Although honorable mem- 
be rs have stated that the producers gener- 
“support the es made by 


, ws that a very strong feeling of 
_ exists. The oye See 







have been made over such a 


« 
“a 


i oat. iby The iacenlont made We 


and up to the present time. 


. statesmen! 


A louse of Commons, the Australian 


pomee Price of 1s. 33d. Bee Th. Al. 


. PaRKER Mooney. ht is the same 


“Suply. 


the honorable member for Hume has 
been contradicted by some, but the 
Prime Minister, when attempting to- wines: 
to. justify the action of the Lover an 
in a long and rambling statement,- 

which he avoided the vital issues, Ni 
almost the same words as were used wee 
the honorable member for Hume. What 
an admission to come from the Leader 
of the Government! What an admis- 


sion on the “part of a Minister who 


claims to be one of the world’s greatest 
He admitted having sold the: 
Australian wool .clip over a period of 
years, which, in view of subsequent 
events, proved to be unwise. Would any 
business man make a deal of such ¢o- 
lossal proportions, covering a period of — 
four years? Any reasonable commercial — 
man, having in view the magnitude of 


the sale, would have made arrangements — | 
for one year only, in order to take ad- 


wantage of future favorable develop- . 
ments. The wool growers of Australia 
are now told that they are to receive 50 
per cent. of the profits. There is no 
justification for the British Government 
any Government, or any individual tak- 
Ine 50 per cent., or even 1 per cent., of 
the profits rightly due to the men who 
own the wool. Only this morning [ 
noticed in the Matbounie Age that greasy _ 
wool in England was bringing 109d. per — 
Ib., and while I admit that it is the 


highest price at which greasy wool has 


been sold, I know, as do other honor- 
able Members. that on the 10th Novent: 
ber, 1919, when greasy wool was sold in 
England from 83d. per lb. upwards, tie 
Australian grower was compelled to sell 


at 154d. We have been told that we 
should be grateful to the Imperial Go- — 


vernment for agreeing to return us 50 
per cent. of the profits when we are en- 


‘titled to ‘100 per cent. 
all the circumstances, I feel sure that. 


every new member of the Country party — 


will vote against the present Administra- 
tion when ano vote is taken. I know it 
will need a good deal of courage on thes 
part of new members and those members — 
of the Country party who supported the 
Nationalists in the last Parliament» It. 
will be a difficult matter for some to 
alienate their support, because they, im 

association with the Prime Minister adi aw 


Having in view 
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other Ministers, were responsible for Se ae 


, Pe Aung, this robbery. | ich this evening’s a 
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Herald I notice a statement by General 


Lassetter, the managing director of 
Lassetter and Company, of Sydney, who 
is travelling on the Osterley to Sydney 
to attend the celebrations of the centenary 
of the business. The report reads— | 


OPTION ON WOOL CLIP. 
£40,000,000 Loss ALLEGED. 

‘He said, in an interview, that business affairs 
under Government control had been woefully 
mismanaged in Britain, and he deplored the 
fact that Mr. Hughes, the Prime Minister, had 
granted the Imperial Government an option on 
the 1919-20 wool clip. At least £40,000,000 
had been lost to Anstralia, through the action 
of the Federal Government. 


Mr. Parxer Moroney. — Notwith- 
standing that, some honorable members 
say that the wool-growers are satisfied 
with the deal. 


- Mr. LAVELLE,—It is preposterous to 


submit such a contention. The pro- 


ducers are dissatisfied, and that is one of, 
‘the reasons why those in New. South 


Wales have sent so many Labour repre- 
sentatives to watch their interests in this 
Parliament. They have sent us here be- 
cause they recognise that the Labour 
party is the only party prepared to watch 
the interests of the primary producers. 
While I have the honour to represent a 
farming constituency, I am going to fight 
with all my might to see that justice is 


(REPRESENTATIVES.] 


sponsible for much of the misery, commer- 


A twee 
C 








nei 

Sinite to the men on the bil ‘Wor many 
years the primary producers _ throughout G 
the Commonwealth have been merely a 
carrying on, and smarting under 
numerous injustices. It is my intention 
to fight for their rights, not merely be- 
cause I represent a country district, but 
because I realize that they have long ‘been. 
deprived of proper representation, — ME aks 2m 

I hope that when the motion of censure | 
is submitted we shall not find honorable : 
members representing the so-called Coun- 
try party supporting a Government re- ‘ 


a 

it 
4 
ss 


cial robbery and piracy, that is rampant aN 
throughout Australia./ It will be theijgamm 
duty to cross the chamber and record = 
their votes with us in our endeavour to (a 
defeat the present Government. If that 

course of action is followed, they will be 
assisting in electing to the Treasury 
bench a Government composed of men 
prepared to courageously tackle the pro-, 
blems that are facing this great con- 
tinent. The questions that are confront- 


- ing us to-day need all the wisdom and 


foresight that can be brought to bear ~ 
upon ‘them to restore to Australian homes 
that peace and prosperity which prevailed — | 
before the recent disastrous conflict. 

Debate (on motion by Mr. Ryan) 


adjourned. 


House adjourned at 10.25 p.m. 
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